[Email Address]
[Date]
[Legislator’s Name]
[Legislator’s Office Address]
Tompkins County Legislature
[City, NY ZIP Code]
Dear [Legislator’s Name],
My name is (insert your name), and I am a resident of Tompkins County. I am writing to you as a constituent to respectfully urge you to vote in support of level funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) of Tompkins County in the 2026 County Budget.
CCE Tompkins is requesting County Target level funding of $759,192, but I understand that the current recommended appropriation is $649,109, which represents a potential reduction of $110,083. This cut would significantly impact CCE’s ability to deliver essential programs and services that benefit our community.
CCE Tompkins plays a vital role in strengthening our local food systems, supporting agriculture, educating youth, and promoting family development. County funding is foundational to CCE’s operations—it supports core infrastructure like staffing, facilities, and administrative capacity. Without this support, the organization’s ability to serve our community is compromised.
Personally, I’ve seen the value of CCE Tompkins through [insert your personal story or connection here—e.g., “their youth development programs that have helped my children gain leadership skills,” or “their support for local farmers, which has helped sustain our regional food economy”]. These programs are not luxuries—they are investments in the health, resilience, and future of Tompkins County.
I respectfully ask that you vote to support CCE Tompkins’s full budget request of $759,192 to ensure the continuation of these critical services. Thank you for your time and for your commitment to our community.
Sincerely,

