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Understanding Cooperative Extension 
By Michele Kline, Ag Team Leader at Tioga CCE 

Barb Neal and I have been on board 

for six months and we’ve  spent 

some time reflecting on our work, 

the goals we’ve set, the many 

relationships we’ve began 

cultivating, and the information we 

have shared with the public we 

serve.  We have come to realize, that 

navigating the Cooperative Extension system can be 

somewhat confusing.  Through this article, I will offer an 

illustration of the big CCE picture and what you can 

expect from your Ag Team. 

Formally, the mission of CCE is to put knowledge to 

work in pursuit of economic vitality, ecological 

sustainability and social well-being. CCE brings local 

experience and research based solutions together, 

helping New York State families and communities thrive 

in our rapidly changing world.  Simply put, Extension is 

the connection between local communities (and 

individuals) the work done at Cornell University. 

Extension is a network of faculty and staff located on 

Cornell Campus, regional specialists and county-based 

educators and professional employees.  We are in every 

county and New York State.  We offer programming and 

services that can be categorized into of five areas: 

1. Agriculture and Food Systems.  We support New 

York’s agriculture industry in its effort to be diverse, 

sustainable, and profitable, while producing a safe, 

reliable, healthy and local food supply. 

2. Community and Economic Vitality.  We work to 

engage New Yorkers in land-use training, inter-

municipal collaboration on shared municipal services, 

leadership training, workforce development, and 

community decision-making on complex issues. 

3. Environment and Natural Resources.  We educate 

on a broad range of concerns: water resources, 

agricultural waste and land-use management, forestry, 

wildlife habitat, lawns and turf, invasive 

species, energy conservation and development of 

renewable energy sources. 

4. Nutrition and Healthy Families.  CCE programs aim 

to reduce the prevalence of childhood obesity and 

chronic disease through improved nutrition and health 

practices, to improve 

child and eldercare, to 

reduce environmental 

hazards, and to 

increase financial and 

health care literacy. 

5. Youth Development.  

4-H Youth 

Development 

Programs reach urban, 

suburban and rural 

youth in three broad 

areas: Science, 

Technology and 

Engineering, 

Citizenship, and 

Healthy Lifestyles.  

CCE has a presence in 

every county (including New York City). Programming 

depend on needs within the county and the availability of 

funding to support those needs.  Budgeting is very 

complicated.  A very small portion of county association 

budgets come from Cornell University.  Similarly, a 

small portion is from the federal government.  The 

majority of our budgets is appropriated by the county 

legislature and with shrinking budgets at all levels, we 

become creative program administrators.  We work hard 

to hold fundraisers and write grants to support projects 

and services we offer and unfortunately we often have to 

charge a nominal fee for our services.  Additionally, the 

CCE Structure bends to try to better utilize and its 

resources with neighboring counties. 

In Tioga County, for example, I am an initial point of 

contact for all agriculture issues but also serve as 

specialist (fruit and vegetable) for the South Central New 

York Agriculture Team (serving Tioga, Chemung, 

Schuyler, Tompkins, and Cortland counties).  My team 

mates are:  Heather Birdsall, Livestock Specialist - 

located at CCE in Cortland; Brett Chedzoy, Forestry, 

Agroforestry & Natural Resources Specialist located at 

CCE in Schuyler; Matthew LeRoux, Agriculture 

Marketing Specialist located in CCE in Tompkins; 

Monika Roth, Ag Economic Development & Policy; 

Specialist located in CCE in Tompkins; Jabe Warren, 

Ornamental Horticulture Specialist located in CCE in 
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Workshops Offered by CCE of Tioga and Chemung Counties 

April 15th--Soils and Soil testing--Whether you are a gardener or a farmer or a little of both, soil is the foundation of your 

plants' health.  Learn about soils:  soil life, soil pH, soil texture and structure, and more.  This is a hands-on course, so come 

prepared to get your hands muddy!  Learn how to take a soil test and interpret the meaning of soil test results. The workshop 

will be held at CCE Tioga from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Fee is:  $5 per person.  Adults and children. Register:  687-4020. 

April 23rd--Permaculture in the Home Garden--Have you heard about permaculture, but want to know more?  This work-

shop will introduce permaculture concepts and how they can be adapted for a home garden.  Please bring a plan of your prop-

erty, and you will have time to start designing your permaculture-based garden. The workshop will be held at CCE Tioga from 

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  Fee is:  $5 per person.  Adults and older children. Register:  687-4020. 

April 27th -- 10:30 a.m. Young children will be learning about seeds and playing in the dirt!  Families are welcome to join 

us at the Waverly Family Resource Center, 374 Broad Street, for some fun and interactive activity at the sensory table.  For 

more information call Joan @ (607)-565-2374 . 

April 28th—The Regional Meat Processing Bottleneck—Join livestock producers from Chemung and Tioga Counties at 

the Tioga CCE Office in Owego for a pot luck dinner.  Please bring a dish to pass and RSVP to ms328@cornell.edu. 6:30 p.m. 

until 8 p.m.  Marty Broccoli, CCE’s meat processing guru, will help to facilitate the discussion and explore the possibility of 

establishing a facility in the region.    

April 30th--Dividing Perennials  Join us for a hands on, practical workshop on dividing perennials.  First watch, then start 

digging and dividing.  The workshop will be held at CCE Tioga from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  There is no fee for this work-

shop.  Adults and older children. Register:  687-4020. 

May 2nd--Starting a Fruit Tree Home Orchard--Does the idea of picking your own tree-ripened fruit sound great?  Come 

to this presentation on planting fruit and nut trees and learn how to grow fruit and nut trees. The class will be held at Rural 

Ministry, 143 North Ave, Owego, NY from 9 to 11 a.m. Fee is:  $5 per person.  Adults and older children. Register:  687-

4020. 

April 14th- 6:30 at the Horseheads Library—Seed Saving - The 2015 seeds are in.  Try some new varieties this season 

and visit the Horseheads Seed Library.  Simply check out a package of seeds this Spring.  Grow them out and save some seed 

to return for others to try.  We'll show you everything you'll need to learn from how to reduce crossing to how to  harvest the 

seed.  Call the library to register for this class @ 739-4581. 

April 21st  - 6:00 at the Big Flats Library & April 28th - 6:30 at the Horseheads Library—Garden Layout - Make the 

most of your garden this summer.  Learn what to plant and when, proper spacing, succession planting, intercropping and much 

more.  Call the Horseheads  Library @ 739-4581 or Big Flats Library at 562-3300 to register.  

Tioga County Farmer 2 Farmer Pot Luck Dinner 
 

When:   Tuesday, April 28th from 6:30pm—8:00pm 

Where:   CCE Conference Room at the Ronald E. Dougherty Office 

Building located at 56 Main Street; Owego 

Format: Enjoy a meal and engage in informal discussion with fellow farm-

ers and your county extension resource educator. 

Discussion Topic:  Meat Processing—Is there a bottleneck? 

RSVP: by email at ms328@cornell.edu or phone at (607) 687-4020  

Speaker Bio: Marty Broccoli has directed the Oneida County, New York Agriculture Economic Development Pro-

gram at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County, since 2000. As a program specialist, his responsibilities 

include overseeing implementation of the County’s Farmland Protection Program, including dozens of economic 

development initiatives designed to help foster a climate that supports and promotes the retention and expansion of 

agriculture businesses within the county and beyond.  Prior to taking over the AED Program Specialist Position for 

CCE-Oneida County, Marty served as the Director for the SUNY Cobleskill Meat Technology Program and over 

saw the continued growth of the Meat & Fisheries Technology Processing Lab from 1995 to 2000 guiding the facili-

ty as it maintained its USDA/FSIS Inspection License while transitioning to operating under new USDA HACCP 

guidelines. Marty grew up in the meat packing industry and currently works with NYS Department of Agriculture & 

Markets providing information and consultation to regions throughout NYS dealing with meat processing infrastruc-

ture issues.   Marty received a BS in Business/Marketing from Syracuse University and a MS in Business Education 

from SUNY Albany. 

Chemung County:  
You’re Invited too! 
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Master Gardener News... 

Tips for a healthier lawn 
Whether you have a five acre lawn or a small 

area of turf surrounded by perennial beds, we 

all like an attractive lawn.  Here are some tips 

for a healthier, more environmentally 

friendly, lawn. (adapted from Cornell 

University’s Garden-Based Learning 

website) 

Mow high. Lawns cut lower than 3 to 3 ½ inches will require 

more fertilizer and water. Set your mower to the highest 

setting (typically 3 inches). 

Leave the clippings. Clippings are mostly water and 

nutrients. Leaving them in place lowers fertilizer and water 

needs. Mow often enough to avoid leaving clumps of 

clippings. A mower designed for mulching finely chops grass 

clippings and tree leaves.  If your lawn is thick with desirable 

grasses, has an acceptable level of weeds and color that is 

pleasing to you, your lawn does not need any additional 

fertilizer. Clippings left after mowing and previous 

fertilizations are providing enough nutrients. 

Mow less.  Follow the clump rule. Mow often enough to 

avoid leaving clumps of clippings. This might be every 5 

days during the flush of top growth in spring or every couple 

of weeks during the summer if at all. 

Keep mower blade sharp. Dull mower blades increased fuel 

use and shred grass leaves. At the start of the season consider 

taking your mower in for a tune up and sharpen the mower 

blade. Monitor the appearance of your lawn and condition of 

your mower blades as the season progresses. Sharpen or 

replace mower blades as needed. 

Watch your water. It’s easy to do more harm than good. 

Wet grass invites diseases, so it’s best to water early in the 

day so leaves will dry quickly in the morning sun.  Avoid 

watering at night. During extended drought, stop watering 

and allow grass to go dormant.   

Take special care in shade.  Grass needs a minimum of 4 

hours of direct sun a day— 6 hours if it gets much foot 

traffic. Anything less than this, you should consider other 

ground covers. In shady spots, plant fine fescues that are 

adapted to lower light, mow high and reduce fertilizer.  

Reduce/eliminate pesticide use. Never use pesticides to 

control lawn insects or weeds simply as a routine 

practice.  Many pesticide applications made to lawns are 

unnecessary or ineffective because the pest was not 

accurately identified or the material was applied at the wrong 

time.  The best defense against insect and weed problems is 

healthy grass.  § 

Chemung County:  
You’re Invited too! 
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Seeking Farm Sites to Host Weather 

Stations 

The New York State Mesonet Weather Observing Network 
By Dr. Jerald Brotzge, NYS Mesonet Project Manager  

The New York State (NYS) Mesonet Early Warning 

Weather Detection System is an advanced, statewide 

weather station network. This network will be the first of its 

kind in New York and will consist of up to 125 surface 

weather stations that will detect weather phenomena across 

the entire state. This weather detection system will provide 

federal, state, and local communities with access to high-

resolution, real-time data, and more robust predictive 

models. Each of the Mesonet’s 125 weather stations will 

measure surface temperature, relative humidity, wind speed 

and direction, precipitation, solar radiation, atmospheric 

pressure, and soil moisture and temperature at three depths. 

In addition, 17 sites will be outfitted with lidars and 

microwave profilers, providing wind, temperature, and 

moisture profiles in the vertical. Another 20 sites will 

measure snow depth and snow water equivalent for 

hydrological applications. All of this data will be 

transmitted in real-time to a central location, where the data 

will be quality controlled and archived, and then 

disseminated to a variety of users. Upon completion, real-

time data along with graphical products/ models will be 

available to the public via a website. The NYS Mesonet 

promises a new generation of local weather observations 

that will support more accurate, more precise decision 

making in agriculture, emergency management, energy, 

ground transportation and aviation. For example, localized 

soil moisture and temperature data will improve irrigation 

efficiency, and various pest models will be much improved 

with more local data inputs. The NYS Mesonet is now 

beginning the search for permanent site locations. Each site 

consists of a 33-ft tower centered within a 33’ x 33’ plot of 

land. To ensure the highest quality of data each station must 

be at least 300 feet from the nearest obstacle (tall trees, 

buildings, etc.) or potential heat sources (pavement).  

If you would be interested in hosting a Mesonet site, please 

contact Dr. Jerald Brotzge at jbrotzge@albany.edu. If you 

would like to learn more about the NYS Mesonet, please 

visit our website at 

http://

nysmesonet.org. § 

New and Expanding Farm 
Enterprises—Buy or Lease? 
Adapted from http://nebeginningfarmers.org/2012/04/01/1-
finding-a-farm-to-buy-or-lease/ by Michele Kline, Tioga CCE 

The cost of buying land and paying a mortgage can add to 

the cost of starting or expanding any farming 

operation.  Leasing may be an option for those that require 

less infrastructure or where the investment in 

infrastructure — such as irrigation pipes, a greenhouse, or 

fencing — is portable.  If infrastructure involves 

improvements that are not easily removed, like digging a 

pond or constructing buildings, then it may not be wise to 

invest on land you do not own, unless the owner pays for 

these improvements. If the property that you want to lease 

has buildings suitable to your enterprise, then a rental 

agreement might also include use of buildings. 

Finding good farmland to lease may be as challenging as 

finding good farmland to purchase. You may find that 

people in rural areas like Tioga and Chemung Counties, 

Extension or Soil and Water District personnel may know 

of land available. Contacting owners of a desirable 

property by personal letter and/or phone call can be 

effective too.  

Once you find some possible properties to lease, consider 

the soil type, drainage, if there is a water supply, and what 

it will take to bring the land into production. It is 

important to find a site that matches the production 

requirements of the enterprise you want to develop.   

Written Leases—A written lease or agreement is a good 

idea whether you are paying rent, working on shares or 

permitted to use the land free of charge. A lease will 

specify the terms under which the renter and the owner 

will operate. The main goal of a lease is to develop a fair 

agreement understood by both parties. Landowner and 

tenant needs and goals should be identified. 

A well-written lease should include: 

1. Description of the land and buildings to be rented, and 

equipment if applicable.  An accurate assessment of the 

conditions at time of rental is a good idea, including photos to 

document such. 

2. Rights of each party:  owner and tenant access and use. Spell 

out any restrictions. 

3. Improvements that will be made and who pays for these.  If 

buildings are involved, specify who pays for improvements 

like roofing, painting, etc. that are normal infrastructure, 

versus improvements made specific to the farm enterprise. 

4. Agricultural practices to follow – outline organic or 

agronomically sound practices to be used, specify that fields 

be planted to a cover crop after use, list prohibited practices. 

5. Condition of land at end of lease – common practice calls for 

land to be left in the same condition as when first 

rented.  However, land that was not been farmed for some 

years prior to the lease may actually be left in better 

(Continued on page 5) 
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condition.  In this case consideration should be given to the 

cost of those improvements. 

6. Payment terms under normal growing conditions and in the 

event of a crop failure.  Payments should be based on the value 

of the property for farming purposes only (not for 

development). 

7. Lease payment:  leases can be paid in cash, in crop or livestock 

shares, or in some cases, landowners are willing to forgo fees 

if the tenant makes improvements. 

8. Bringing land back into production – if land has not been 

actively farmed in many years, the cost of bringing land back 

into farming is considerable.  Consideration needs to be given 

as to who should pay for these costs.  The owner benefits in 

the long run from improvements that are made. 

9. Length of the agreement and terms of renewal.  A one-year 

renewable lease might be a good starting point for annual 

crops, or if planting perennial crops, a 3-5 year lease is 

preferable. 

10.Early termination if initiated either by the owner or tenant and 

the consequences. 

11.Insurance paid by owner (for land, buildings, equipment) and 

paid by tenant (for crops/livestock and production related 

improvements made by tenant). 

12.Taxes are the responsibility of the owner, however, the lessee 

may assist the homeowner in obtaining an Ag assessment from 

the local municipality.  

13.Provisions for arbitration in the case of disagreements. 

Determining Cash Rent—There are several approaches 

that can be taken when establishing a fair rental rate.  These 

include:  1) the demand for land and going rate in a 

particular area; 2) the cost and return associated with a crop 

allowing for an acceptable profit and rental payment; 3) 

what the landowner needs to cover with regard to fixed 

costs or taxes. Generally a combination of these approaches 

may be needed to arrive at a fair rate. 

Determining Share Rent—A shared rental agreement 

assumes that the landowner and tenant account for what 

each contributes to the production of a crop or livestock 

including fixed and variable costs; then calculate the 

percentage contributed by each party.  This percentage can 

be used in setting return (crop or harvest returns) received 

by owner and tenant.  Flexibility is needed in case of low 

harvest or prices. Owners may have to relinquish some 

shares if the tenant is dependent on sales for their 

livelihood. 

Renting Farm Buildings—A key factor influencing 

building rental is whether the owner needs to obtain a 

minimum rent to cover fixed costs or not.  Variable costs 

such as utilities can be assigned proportionate to use by the 

tenant.  A key consideration for tenants is whether 

additional insurance is needed to cover losses of stored 

crops, livestock or equipment. 

For samples of lease agreements, contact Michele at CCE 

Tioga at ms328@cornell.edu or by phone at 607.687.4020 

Ext. 319.   § 

Apple IPM for Beginners: A new resource for 

the beginning orchardist or home gardener 
Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

Growing your own apples is a dream many of us have--

who would not like to stroll out to our small grove of trees 

and pluck a perfectly ripe apple to munch?  The reality is 

that growing apples can be a challenge--it seems that there 

are many insects and diseases that find apples and apple 

trees easy to attack.  The good news is that there is a new 

publication from Cornell Cooperative Extension that 

should be in the libraries of all home and small scale 

orchardists:  Apple IPM for Beginners.  (IPM is short for 

Integrated Pest Management.)  The booklet walks the 

beginner through the management of pests/diseases such 

as apple scab, apple maggot, and plum curculio. I think 

you will find the calendar of tasks a must-have:  it walks 

you through what you need to do at certain times of the 

growing season.  I am starting a small home orchard, and 

plan to use this booklet as the basis of my management.  

The booklet is written for the new orchardist in mind, with 

great pictures and clear graphics.  This publication has 

been uploaded on the Cornell Fruit website, http://

www.fruit.cornell.edu/orchardipm/, and the http://

lof.cce.cornell.edu/. It is available as a free download 

(.pdf). Full color printed copies can be ordered from CCE-

Lake Ontario Fruit Program, 12690 Rt. 31, Albion, NY, 

14411. The cost is $15 each, which includes shipping. § 

Chemung.  Dairy and field crops programming is 

administered through Cornell’s Pro-Dairy Project by Janice 

Degni, Betsy Hicks, and Fay Benson who are at CCE in 

Cortland County. 

Your county agriculture educator can be your initial contact 

or you may call a specialist directly.  In Tioga County, I 

work hard to identify the needs of our farmers regardless of 

crop or specialty and to understand our industry at the 

county level. I consult with team specialists before 

providing advice.  For gardening issues both Chemung and 

Tioga Counties have their own Master Gardener programs 

but Barb and Jabe often work together to implement 

programming. 

Many of our programs cross multiple areas.  For example, 

farmers’ markets may require workshops on growing, 

processing, and marketing food.  Marketing a product may 

involve nutrition education and teaching farmers how to 

accept SNAP benefits.  Healthy family programming may 

involve teaching low income families how to shop at a 

farmers’ market using their SNAP benefits.  I recommend 

you begin with your county extension office.  Each is well 

connected to the Cornell Campus and Experiment Stations 

as well as a balanced team of experts who can work 

together to solve problems. § 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Project to Help Beginning Farmers 

Are you a beginning 

farmer in New York who 

has been farming for at 

least three years? Is 

the farm business you 

manage at a crossroads, 

needing to improve effi-

ciency, scale up, or make 

other major changes to 

achieve long-term viability? Do you need some decision 

support to improve profitability of the farm business after 

3-9 years of running it? Farmers at this stage are often 

faced with critical decisions that determine the long-term 

viability of their operation.  

You don’t need to face these decisions alone. You may be 

eligible to receive support for a New Farmer Profit 

Team. This initiative seeks to improve the long-term suc-

cess of advanced beginning farmers by providing selected 

farmers with customized, one-on-one guidance from farm 

professionals (financial, production, legal, marketing, etc) 

over an 18-mo to 2-year period. These New Farmer Prof-

it Teams are modeled on Dairy Profit Teams, which have 

a track record of improving productivity, profitability, and 

efficiency of the participating farms.  

You can choose who you’d like to advise you, or seek as-

sistance in selecting appropriate professionals. In practice, 

each profit team could consist of just one person acting as 

a mentor or coach, or a team of professionals representing 

different areas of expertise, working together to advise a 

farmer. The project has up to $2000 available per farm to 

pay these advisors and requires a 20% match from the 

farmer. 

While improving farm profitability is one critical measure 

of the success of this project, other desired impacts in-

clude:  

 Improved income-generating capacity of farm (due to 

infrastructure or labor investment) 

 Improved crop or herd health 

 Improved management of farm natural and human re-

sources 

 Refined marketing strategies  

 Reduced stress of farm staff 

 Enhanced well-being of farmer 

Not only will you have the personalized guidance of your 

selected advisors, but we also want to help you develop 

new skills to grow your capacity as a leader. Participants 

in this project will attend an annual intensive 2-3-day 

leadership training designed to grow the network of 

skilled farmers and help them transfer their skills to new 

farmers just entering the field.  

If this sounds like it would be helpful, visit https://

docs.google.com/forms/

d/1VAOEXYFV3WIIrBIa605uvNgZLTLYvJ4iC0wY8D

nuR78/viewform for a full program description and to ap-

ply. The application deadline is April 1, and in this first 

round, only 10 farms will be chosen. A second round of 

applicants will be accepted in Fall 2015. § 

97 Percent of All U.S. Farms are Family

-Owned, USDA Reports 
WASHINGTON, March 17, 2015 – The U.S. Department 

of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service 

(NASS) reports that family-owned farms remain the back-

bone of the agriculture industry. The latest data come from 

the Census of Agriculture 

farm typology report and 

help shine light on the 

question, "What is a fami-

ly farm?" 

"As we wrap up mining 

the 6 million data points 

from the latest Census of Agriculture, we used typology to 

further explore the demographics of who is farming and 

ranching today," said NASS Statistics Division Director 

Hubert Hamer. "What we found is that family-owned 

businesses, while very diverse, are at the core of the U.S. 

agriculture industry. In fact, 97 percent of all U.S. farms 

are family-owned." 

The 2012 Census of Agriculture Farm Typology report is a 

special data series that primarily focuses on the "family 

farm." By definition, a family farm is any farm where the 

majority of the business is owned by the operator and indi-

viduals related to the operator, including through blood, 

marriage, or adoption. Key highlights from the report in-

clude the following five facts about family farms in the 

United States: 

Five Facts to Know about Family Farms 

1. Food equals family – 97 percent of the 2.1 million farms in 

the United States are family-owned operations. 

2. Small business matters – 88 percent of all U.S. farms are 

small family farms. 

3. Local connections come in small packages – 58 percent of all 

direct farm sales to consumers come from small family farms. 

4. Big business matters too – 64 percent of all vegetable sales 

and 66 percent of all dairy sales come from the 3 percent of 

farms that are large or very large family farms. 

5. Farming provides new beginnings – 18 percent of principal 

operators on family farms in the U.S. started within the last 10 

years. 

"Whether small or large - on the East Coast, West Coast, 

or the Midwest - family farms produce food and fiber for 

people all across the U.S. and the world," said Hamer. "It's 

due in part to information such as this from the Census of 

Agriculture that we can help show the uniqueness and im-
(Continued on page 7) 
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Commercial Horticulture News  

Interactive Plant Manager Helps Solve Plant Problems 

Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

As the long winter finally ends, the plows will be put 

away, and the growing season begins. With the warming 

temperatures comes the onslaught of bugs and diseases. 

As a commercial horticulturist, you know how busy you 

are in the spring--it seems there is not enough hours in 

the day to get the work done. 

Here is one website that might make your job a bit easi-

er:  the Interactive Plant Manager.  It is a project of the 

NYS IPM program and it can help you identify bugs and 

diseases quickly and correctly.  The Interactive Plant 

Manager is located at:  http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/

aes_ornamental.asp.  All you do is put in the name of the 

plant, and the type of damage you are seeing, and it will 

bring up a list of possible causes.  There is a picture of 

the insect/mite or of a sign/symptom of the disease to 

help you decide exactly what is causing the problem.  

Once you have decided on a causal agent, there is a link 

to the fact sheet on that bug or disease and management 

guidelines.   

Of course, you can always contact your CCE extension 

staff, but this website make quick work of many of your 

tough plant problem decisions. § 

portance of U.S. agriculture to rural communities, families, 

and the world." 

The 2012 Census of Agriculture Farm Typology report 

classifies all farms into unique categories based on three 

criteria: who owns the operation, whether farming is the 

principal operator's primary occupation, and gross cash 

farm cash income (GCFI). Small family farms have GCFI 

less than $350,000; midsize family farms have GCFI from 

$350,000 to $999,999; and large family farms have GCFI 

of $1 million or more. Small farms are further divided 

based on whether the principal operator works primarily on 

or off the farm. 

To access all the data products from the Census typology 

report, including Highlights, infographics and maps, visit 

www.agcensus.usda.gov  § 

Part 2:  Becoming a Market Vendor 
By Michele Kline, Tioga Ag Team Leader 
Last month, our cover story discussed selling at a farmers’ 

markets.  I hoped to inspire farmers, homesteaders, and 

gardeners to become a vendors.  In the article, I stressed the 

importance of strategic planning.  This month, I offer a list of 

markets in Chemung and Tioga Counties to help you with 

your plan.  Each listing contains the contact information of the 

market manager as well as the schedule for the market.   

Begin by contacting the market manager to obtain an 

application.  Read the application carefully and jot any 

questions.  Direct market specific questions to the market 

manager but feel free to contact me by email 

ms328@cornell.edu or phone (607) 687-4020 if you have any 

questions about deciding what to make or grow, preparing for 

a market, writing a crop plan, pricing your product, finding 

insurance (not always required), accepting alternate payments 

(i.e. FMNP coupons) or business planning.  All of these 

markets are relatively small and actively seeking new vendors.  

You will be welcomed to join at any time throughout the 

season.  Most seasonal outdoor markets charge very modest 

space fees and welcome occasional vendors. 

Chemung County 

Elmira/East Side  

Location: East Water St. next to Riverview Holiday Inn  

Season: June 26- October 16  / Day: Friday 3:00-6:00 PM  

Market Mgr:  Andy Fagan (607) 734-4453; agf1@cornell.edu  

Elmira/Grove Park  

Location: Grove Park, between Walnut Ave. and Grove St.  

Season: June 2 - October 27  / Day: Monday 3:00-6:00 PM  

Market Manager: Matt Glenn, 607)546-4535; 

maglenn_1999@yahoo.com  

Elmira/Wisner Market  

Location: Wisner Park on N. Main St. & W. Church St.  

Season: May 28th - September 24  / Day: Thurs 10:00 AM-2:00 

PM  

Market Manager:  Jennifer Herrick, 607-734-0341; 

info@elmiradowntown.com  

Erin Farmers’ Market  

Location: Erin Fire Department on NYS Route 223  

Season: June 6 - September 26  / Day: Saturday 10:00 AM-1:00 

PM  

Market Manager:  Deda Cedar, 607-739-8814  

Horseheads  

Location: Teal Park, 202 South Main St., Horseheads  

Season: June 27 - September 26  / Day: Sat 10:00 AM-1:00 PM  

Market Manager:  Debbie Gessick, (607) 739-7698 

Tioga County 

Owego Day Market 

Location: RiteAid parking lot, corner of Main St. & Central Ave.  

Season: June 16 - Oct 30  / Day: Tues and Fri 9:00 AM-1:00 PM  

John Purdy, 607-642-8439; bradenson@msn.com  

Owego "Farm to Fork: Evening Market and Supper Series" 

Location: Front Street 

Season: June 18 – Sept 24  / Day: Thurs eve 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM 

Market Manager:  Laura Eberly, (607) 687-4094 

Spencer  
Location: Park near pond on Route 34  

Season: June 13 - October 4  / Day: Saturday 9:00 AM - Noon  

Market Manager:  Terry Carling, 607-589-7367  

Waverly  
Location: TBA  

Market Manager:  Season: June 22 - Oct 12 / Day: Mon 3:30 PM 

- 6:30 PM  

Terry Bishop, (607) 699-7933, teri111@verizon.net   

http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/aes_ornamental.asp
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/aes_ornamental.asp
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMzE3LjQyOTg5MzUxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDMxNy40Mjk4OTM1MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjkzODA3JmVtYWlsaWQ9bXMzMjhAY29ybmVsbC5lZHUmdXNlcmlkPW1zMzI4QGNvcm5lbGwuZ
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Programs Available 
Colleen Mezzano, Program Technician  

2015 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES - In order to comply 

with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are 

encouraged to visit the Tioga/Chemung County FSA office to 

file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable 

deadline. 

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Tioga/

Chemung County: 

 May 15, 2015: Spring forage seedings and Onions 

 July 15, 2015: Spring barley, corn, grain sorghum, spring oats, 

soybeans and all other crops. 

The following exceptions apply: 

 If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting 

date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 

calendar days after planting is completed. 

 If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above 

acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no 

later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the 

lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the 

county office. 

 If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of 

“cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then 

the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, 

please contact the Tioga/Chemung County FSA office at 607-

565-2106 X2. 

LIVESTOCK INDEMNITY PROGRAM (LIP) - The 

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to 

eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess of normal 

mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals 

reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or 

protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock owners and 

contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal 

mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to floods, 

blizzards, extreme heat or extreme cold. 

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, 

and before December 31, 2015. A notice of loss must be filed 

with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is 

apparent. Participants must provide the following supporting 

documentation to their local FSA office no later than 30 

calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which 

benefits are requested: 

· Proof of death documentation 

· Copy of growers contracts 

· Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and 

weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% 

and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These 

established percentages reflect losses that are considered 

expected or typical under “normal” conditions. Producers who 

suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both of the following: 

 A notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the 

loss was apparent or by January 30, 2016 

 An application for payment by January 30, 2016. 

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA 

office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov 

Youth Loans - The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth 

to establish and operate agricultural income-producing projects 

in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural 

groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of 

the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the 

loan and provide the youth with practical business and 

educational experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

 Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the 

Virgin Islands, Guam,American Samoa, the Commonwealth of 

the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien 

 Be 10 years to 20 years of age 

 Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements 

 Be unable to get a loan from other sources 

 Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised 

program of work as outlined above 

 Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the 

project under guidance and assistance from a project advisor. 

The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan 

applicant, along with providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the 

application forms.§ 

NEWS FROM OUR PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS 

Tioga County Farm Bureau Takes to the Airwaves 
Tune into WEBO Sat. April 11th Noon—1:00pm for an update of Tioga County Ag 

Tune into WEBO Radio on Saturday, April 11th  from noon—1:00pm when Tioga County Farm Bureau President, Cub 

Frisbie; Wendy Walsh, Director of Tioga County Soil and Water; and Michele Kline, Ag Team Leader at Cornell Coop-

erative Extension of Tioga County will discuss the status of agriculture in Tioga County.   

The Tioga County Farm Bureau purchased the hour timeslot to benefit the Owego Kiwanis Club’s 53rd Annual Radio 

Day, their major fundraiser for the year.  The proceeds benefits projects for youth throughout the county including the 

Rural Ministry, Waterman’s Conservation Center, Boys & Girls Club, Owego & Candor Key Clubs, Candor Little 

League, and many more. §  
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Commissioner Richard Ball Visits Chemung County—Momentum Builds for 

Year-Round Farmers’ Market 
Ashur Terwilliger, Chemung County Farm Bureau President 

The Chemung County Farm Bureau has been pushing for six years to get an 

indoor, year-round farmers’ market on the fairgrounds.  Recently, the New 

York State Department of Agriculture and Markets suggested adding a food 

hub to the project.  It wasn’t until last week when State Agriculture 

Commissioner Richard Ball visited the Southern Tier for a series of 

announcements related to a proposed $30 million fund to support agriculture 

in the Southern Tier that started to feel excited.   

While in Elmira to announce counties who may potentially benefit from the 

agricultural economic development proposal, Commissioner Ball appeared 

optimistic about the prospects.   

He said he has looked over plans for the project and that it merits consideration. 

"I do think you're in a special place here in the Southern Tier. You're a great funnel. This is an important gateway to 

New York State, and it's an important gateway to New York City and that market." 

A regional farmers market at the fairgrounds was initially proposed as a 16,486-square-foot, one-story building 

housing the year-round farmers market, a banquet hall, meeting rooms, a certified kitchen, restrooms, office space and 

storage areas.  Additional space will be required for the food hub but it would provide a direct connection between 

Chemung County Farmers and those New York City markets.  

The agricultural economic development proposal which was included in the 2015-16 Executive Budget, contains two 

programs.  The first is $25 million that would go toward the Southern Tier On-Farm Enhancement Program.  That 

funding would help both business and environmental planning and includes grants for up to $100,000 for eligible 

applicants that manage farm operations. Project costs would be funded 75 percent by the state and 25 percent by the 

applicant. 

The second program is an additional $5 million that would target agricultural economic development projects, such as 

a creating or expanding a farmers market and forest productivity projects (such as the Chemung County project), as 

well as other investments to spur agri-business job creation in locations throughout the Southern Tier. 

Both programs are targeting agricultural economic development in 

Chemung, Tioga, Tompkins, Allegany, Broome, Allegany, Cattaraugus, 

Chautauqua, Chenango, Delaware, Schuyler, Steuben Tioga and Tompkins 

counties and are contingent on the passage of the state budget. §  

 

NEWS FROM OUR PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS 

Commissioner Richard Ball (Left) County Executive, Tom Santulli (right) Commissioner Richard Ball (Left)  
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Get to know your land before you farm. 
Adapted from http://nebeginningfarmers.org/2012/04/02/2-climate-and-

soil-considerations/ 

Note:  although this article is focused on agriculture, the 

same principles apply for the home vegetable or ornamen-

tal gardener.  See the workshops' listings for a hands-on 

soil workshop where you can learn more about your soil--

Barb Neal, CCE Tioga. 

Climate - New York State’s climate is very diverse.  It is not 

uncommon that just 10 miles away, you could move from one 

microclimate to a completely different one. For example, pre-

cipitation is double the state average in the Tug Hill Plateau 

region and the recommended winter hardiness level changes 

from –5oF to –40 oF in a 120-mile distance as you travel from 

Tioga County to the Adirondacks. 

For information about the climate in a particular area, check 

the Northeast Regional Climate Center web-

site: www.nrcc.cornell.edu/index.html. 

 

Climatic factors that impact crop growth include: minimum 

temperatures, hardiness, frost-free dates, growing degree-

days, precipitation, air drainage, and wind exposure.  You can 

learn more about these factors on the Northeast Beginning 

Farmer website at http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/ – look 

at # 3 under Plan Your Farm, “Accessing and Evaluating 

Land”. 

Soil Considerations - Soils vary in their properties and influ-

ence what crops will grow. Important soil characteristics in-

clude: texture (the percent of sand, silt or clay particles that 

make up the soil as depicted in the chart); pH (acidity or alka-

linity of the soil); fertility (nutrients available for crop 

growth); and drainage. Select the best soil possible for high 

value specialty and agronomic crops; for hay or pasture, 

soil quality is slightly less critical. 

Developing an understanding of the basics of soil physiolo-

gy and the factors that affect plant fertility is essential for 

successful agricultural production. 

What is soil? - In addition to air, water, and nutrients, 

soils provide mechanical support to growing plants. There 

are four major non-living components to soil: minerals, 

organic matter, water, and air. The approximate composi-

tion of a soil for optimum plant growth would have the sol-

id space made up of 45% mineral and 5% organic matter, 

and the remainder would have roughly 25% water and 25% 

air. The water and air would be contained within the pore 

spaces of the soil. 

Soil Texture - Soil texture refers to the size of mineral par-

ticles, specifically the relative proportion of various size 

groups in a given soil. This property helps determine the 

nutrient-supplying ability of soil solids and the supply of 

water and air that support plant life. 

Soil texture is divided into three parts—sand, silt and 

clay—based on particle size. Silt and clay soils impart a 

fine texture and slow water and air movement. They also 

have high water holding capacity due to the higher percent-

age of pore spaces. These are referred to as heavy soils, 

with clay being the heavier of the two. Clay is also the pri-

mary plant nutrient-holding mechanism in the soil. 

Soil textural names are how we refer to and identify our 

soils. Sandy to gravelly soils are referred to as lighter soils, 

as water moves through more rapidly than the heavier soils, 

and they have lower water holding capacities. Sandy soils 

contain 70% or more sand by weight. Clay soils have at 

least 40% clay and may have names like sandy clay or silty 

clay. Loamy soils possess the desirable qualities of sand 

and clay without exhibiting the undesirable characteristics 

of extreme looseness, low water holding capacity and slow 

water and air movement. Some examples would be clay 

loam, sand loam, silt loam, and silty clay loam. 

Soil pH - Soil pH is used as a measure of its relative alka-

linity or acidity. Soil test results for pH are based on a pH 

(Continued on page 11) 

Soil Texture 
Triangle 

http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/index.html
http://www.nebeginningfarmers.org/
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scale where 7.0 is neutral, above 7.0 is alkaline and below 

7.0 is acidic. 

Soil pH is critical to health plant growth. It directly affects 

the availability of the essential nutrients to plants. It is im-

portant to know the optimum pH for the plants to be 

grown. Soil pH also affects the adaptability of plants in a 

given soil. Most agricultural plants prefer a slightly acidic 

pH of 6.4. However there are exceptions so be familiar 

with the pH and nutritional needs of all the crops to be 

grown. 

The addition of any liming (alkalinizing) or acidifying ma-

terials should always be based on the results of a reliable 

soil test. Over-application of either can lead to crop injury. 

Soil Organic Fraction - A good, loamy soil contains about 

one-half pore space (air and water) and one-half solid ma-

terial. Of this one-half solid material, 90% is composed of 

minerals (bits of rock). The remaining 10% is the organic 

fraction. The influence of this small part of the soil on the 

soil’s ability to support plant growth is significant. 

The soil’s organic fraction is dynamic and is always under-

going a process of change. The organic fraction consists of 

living organisms, plan and animal residues, and plan roots. 

Adequate levels benefit soil in many ways including; im-

proved physical condition, increased water infiltration, im-

proved soil tilth, decreased erosion losses, enhanced nutri-

ent availability, and retention for plants. 

Soil Compaction and Depth - Fine textured soils are more 

easily compacted than lighter soils, especially when they 

are wet. Compaction reduces pore spaces that hold air and 

water. Plant growth in compacted soils will be significantly 

reduced. Operating equipment on wet soils can create prob-

lems in a field for an entire season or longer. 

Sometimes a soil is referred to as being deep or shallow. 

Soil depth can be defined as that depth of soil material fa-

vorable for plant root penetration. Deep, well-drained soils 

of desirable texture and structure are favorable for plant 

growth. Shallow, poorly drained soils are very restrictive to 

plant growth. 

Soil Testing Services - AgroOne Services will test soil for 

nutrients and pH and indicate amounts of lime and fertiliz-

er needed.  Soil samples can be mailed, shipped via UPS, 

or taken to Dairy One’s sample pick-up points (see web-

site), where you will fill out forms and pay for the testing. 

To contact the lab call 800-496-3344 or check: http://

dairyone.com/. Tioga and Chemung CCE can test for soil 

pH in the office.  The extension staff can demonstrate sam-

pling techniques, and assist in analyzing results, take pay-

ment for testing or provide forms and boxes if you wish to 

mail your own samples. Results will be returned in approx-

imately 2 weeks. In addition, the staff will help you inter-

pret the results so you know what your soil needs. 

Cornell Soil Health Test  - If you want to know more 

about your soil--beyond the basic fertility analysis that is 

done in a basic soil test--consider doing a Cornell Soil 

Health Test for your farm's soil.  The test includes the basic 

chemical fertility analysis, but goes on to test for particle 

size, active carbon, soil respiration and more.  Contact your 

CCE staff to learn more about the test, or visit:  http://

soilhealth.cals.cornell.edu/extension/test.htm. 

Soil Maps - To learn about the soil types on your property, 

a useful tool for Chemung and Tioga County folks is 

the USDA-NRCS Soil Survey that consists of soil maps 

and descriptions of soil characteristics and capabili-

ties.  You can find a hard copy of the Soil Survey at county 

offices of USDA-NRCS, Soil and Water District, or Cor-

nell Cooperative Extension. Maps can also be viewed 

online at:  http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov.  Once you 

learn your soil type, do an internet search on the soil series 

name to learn about its characteristics.  § 

(Continued from page 10) 

Most soils have three major horizons -- the surface horizon 
(A), the subsoil (B), and the substratum (C). Some soils 
have an organic horizon (O) on the surface, but this hori-
zon can also be buried. The master horizon, E, is used for 
subsurface horizons that have a significant loss of miner-
als (eluviation). Hard bedrock, which is not soil, uses the 

letter R.  

http://dairyone.com/
http://dairyone.com/
http://soilhealth.cals.cornell.edu/extension/test.htm
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov


12 

 

Brassica Farmers—Swede Midge Invasion 

Looming—Grower Input Needed! 

Swede midge, Contarinia nasturtii, is an invasive insect 

pest in the Northeastern US that can cause devastating 

losses to Brassica crops (up to 100%). Given the 

staggering losses caused by the midge and its recent rise 

in damage in the Northeastern US, there is serious need to 

develop sustainable pest management strategies prior to 

the onset of major economic losses. Brassicas are a vital 

crop for Northeastern vegetable growers; New York is the 

top producer for fresh cabbage nationwide, and 2nd in 

processing cabbage (total value of $62 million per year). 

The current major pest management recommendation, 

aside from long and widely-spaced rotations, is to use 

systemic neonicotinoids at planting, followed by weekly 

applications of neonicotinoids. Alternatives to chemicals 

pesticides have not been developed. The long-term goals 

of this project are to develop plant and systems-based pest 

control options to reduce swede midge infestation. 

Yolanda Chen, researcher at the University of Vermont 

asks vegetable growers in our area to assist by taking this 

survey.  https://survey.uvm.edu/index.php/224619/lang-en 

 

10th Annual Camp Mushroom, April 24 – 25 
Camp Mushroom is Cornell University’s annual two-day 

event for farmers, woodlot owners, and hobby growers 

who want to cultivate their own shiitake, oyster, lions 

mane, and stropharia mushrooms. It is held each year at 

Cornell’s Arnot Teaching and Research Forest located 

about 20 miles south of Ithaca, NY  

 

This year marks the 10th year of the course, as forest 

mushroom cultivation blossoms in the northeast as a new 

small farm industry. Research on active farms, facilitated 

by Cornell, University of Vermont, and Chatham 

University has found that growers are able to begin 

making a profit in year two. It is projected that a small 

500-log operation could gross $9,000 over a five-year 

period. 

 

A recent article in the Small Farms Quarterly describes 

the economics in more detail: http://

smallfarms.cornell.edu/2015/01/12/mushrooms/ 

 

Participants will be trained in three methods of mushroom 

cultivation; shiitake on bolts, lions mane/oyster on totems, 

and stropharia in woodchip beds. In addition, laying yard 

and management considerations will be covered. Each 

participant will also inoculate two shiitake blots to take 

home. Anyone who wants to get into mushroom growing 

as a serious pursuit should not miss out on this 

opportunity to learn from experienced growers and 

researchers who will present for this event. 

 

COST: $100 for overnight guests (primitive cabin with 

heat), $70 for commuters.  

Includes Friday dinner and breakfast and lunch on 

Saturday, featuring mushrooms and local, organic foods. 

 

Schedule: Friday-  6pm Dinner, Program from 7 – 10pm 

Saturday – 8am Breakfast, Program from 9 – 3pm (with 

lunch)  

 

See a short video about shiitake production: https://

vimeo.com/65987178   

 

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER HERE: http://

blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2015/03/17/10th-annual-

camp-mushroom-april-24-25/ 

 

News and Notes for Farmers and Gardeners 

Turkey Project for CCE Tioga 4H 

We are bringing back the 4-H Turkey Project.  In 

partnership with the Owego Kiwanis, the 4-H program will 

do a first year pilot for this fall market project.  A Kiwanis 

sponsor will purchase six birds for the participating 4-H 

member.  The 4-H member is responsible for all feed and 

butchering costs.  At the end of the project, the sponsor 

will get a bird free of charge.  The 4-H member will then 

be responsible for finding buyers for the remaining five 

birds. 

At this time, some details are still being worked out, but 

what we do know, is that the program will start in June and 

youth will raise the birds until late October at which time 

the birds will go to the butcher.   

If you know a child who might be interested in 

participating in this program, have him or her call the 4-H 

office at (607) 687-4020.  The maximum number of youth 

accepted for this project is 10.  Members will be accepted 

on a first-come, first-served 

basis.  Cloverbuds (youth ages 5-8) 

are not eligible for this project. 

Once the office has compiled a list 

of interested individuals, an 

informational meeting will be 

scheduled to go over all of the 

project details.  § 

Announcements 

https://survey.uvm.edu/index.php/224619/lang-en
http://www2.dnr.cornell.edu/arnot/
http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/2015/01/12/mushrooms/
http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/2015/01/12/mushrooms/
https://vimeo.com/65987178
https://vimeo.com/65987178
http://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2015/03/17/10th-annual-camp-mushroom-april-24-25/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2015/03/17/10th-annual-camp-mushroom-april-24-25/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/mushrooms/2015/03/17/10th-annual-camp-mushroom-april-24-25/
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Preventing Slips, Trips and Falls in 

Your Workplace  
By James Carrabba Agricultural Safety Specialist  

New York Center for Agricultural Medicine & Health - 

NYCAMH  

Slips, trips and falls cause many work-related injuries and 

fatalities. While many of these incidents are minor, slips, 

trips and falls can also cause permanent disability or death. 

Injuries from slips, trips and falls account for 15% to 20% 

of all workers’ compensation costs. According to data from 

the National Council on Compensation Insurance (NCCI), 

injuries from slips and falls were the second most costly 

workman’s compensation claim, with injuries from motor 

vehicles being the most expensive type of claim. The good 

news is that most slips, trips and falls can be prevented. In 

most cases they can be prevented by: paying close attention 

to what you are doing, watching where you are going, and 

removing hazards. The first thing you can do to prevent 

these types of incidents is to conduct a safety survey of 

your workplace to identify hazards. Immediately correct 

any hazards that could lead to slips, trips or falls.  

Here are some of the hazards that you should always be on 

the lookout for:  

 Steep or unsafe stairways  

 Wet and/or slippery surfaces  

 Places where ice accumulates  

 Uneven or rough walkways or floors  

 Areas with poor lighting  

 Poor housekeeping, including objects left out on floors, 

stairs, or in walking areas  

 Unsafe ladders  

 Extra riders  

There are some common sense practices that you can take 

to avoid slips, trips and falls:  

 Always inspect ladders before using them  

 Use the right size ladder for the job  

 Use both hands when climbing a ladder, keep your body 

centered between the rails   

 Do not stand on chairs or boxes- instead use the 

appropriate ladder   

 Wear shoes with nonslip soles  

 Use approved fall protection when working at elevated 

heights  

 Stay away from the edges of loading docks or other drop 

off areas  

 Do not ride on tractors or other machinery as an extra 

rider  

 Clean up spilled liquids immediately and use sand or 

absorbent materials to reduce the slipping hazard.  

Taking your time and not rushing can do a lot to prevent 

tripping incidents. Avoid running. Take the time to keep 

your worksite clean and orderly. Don’t leave tools or 

materials laying out where people can trip over them. Don’t 

carry objects that block your vision. Never carry loads that 

are heavier than you can handle comfortably.  

Always pay attention to where you are going. Some 

surfaces, such as outside terrain, cannot be improved. Take 

extra care when walking in these conditions.  

If you would like further information on preventing slips, 

trips and falls, please give us a call. If you would like to 

schedule a farm safety survey or on-farm safety training 

session, please contact me at 800-343-7527, ext 239 or e-

mail me at jcarrabba@nycamh.com.  

The farm safety survey and on-farm safety training sessions 

are offered at no cost and are made possible by a grant from 

the New York State Hazard Abatement Board. NYCAMH, 

a program of Bassett Healthcare Network, is enhancing 

agricultural and rural health by preventing and treating 

occupational injury and illness. §hank you to NYCAMH 

for allowing us to share this important article about farm 

and garden safety.  NYCAMH's website is:  http://

www.nycamh.com/   

 

Note:  might this be he year you take advantage of the 

ROPS program NYCAMH administrates?  It is a user-

friendly program that makes your older tractors much 

safer.) 

2nd Annual District 4 Farm Bureau Young Farmer Consignment Auction  

Sat April 4th at 10:00am at the Chemung County Fairgrounds 

"Consignments being accepted March 31st thru April 3rd from 9:00AM till 4:30 PM 

All consignments are welcomed from members and non-members.  Sold on Commission. 

Tractors – Farm Machinery – Building Supplies – Construction Equipment 

– Tools – Hay & Straw – Farm Animals – Nursery Stock:  Trees, Shrubs, 

Metal Roofing – Vehicles with titles – Tools 

To Consign, Call:  Alan Hughson:  (607) 857-4930 OR Nicole Rawleigh:(607) 664-7245 OR 

Jeff Benjamin:(607) 426-1882  OR  Asher Terwilliger:(607)733-3957 

mailto:jcarrabba@nycamh.com
http://www.nycamh.com/
http://www.nycamh.com/
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56 Foote Crossing Road 

Candor, NY 

(607) 760-1957 
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Newsletters are emailed as a pdf file.  You must have Adobe Reader installed to be able to open the newsletter.  Adobe 
Reader is available free for download at http://get.adobe.com/reader/. 
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Street: ____________________________ City: ___________________ State: ________ Zip: __________________  

 Add me to your electronic mailing list!  (There is no charge for an electronic copy of the newsletter) 

 Please mail me a printed copy of your monthly newsletter! (Please enclose a check or money order payable to 

Tioga CCE for $12.00 to cover printing and postage. 

 I am a farmer (I raise / grow / produce _____________________________________ )   I am a home gardener 
 

Please mail this form, and payment if printed copy is requested, to:   
CCE Tioga; c/o Michele Kline; 56 Main Street; Owego, NY  13827 

 
 

Agriculture Literacy Week a Success 
Second graders in Tioga and Chemung Counties were treated to a fun 

agriculture-related activity during Agriculture Literacy Week (March 

16 through 20th).   Volunteer readers engaged the students with the 

reading of Weaving the Rainbow, which details the work of a shepherd 

who raises sheep and shears them, then dyes the spun fleece into a 

rainbow of colors and uses the colorful yarn to make a beautiful woven 

tapestry.  After reading the book, each student was given a handful of 

colorful roving which they wet then rolled into a felt marble.   

The activity was a joyful one and the students' shared their own farm 

experiences--many live on a farm or near a farm and were excited to 

share the animals and crops their family raises.  Over 40 classes 

participated in Tioga County, and the same number in Chemung 

County, reaching over 1500 students total.  Thank you to all the 

volunteer readers in both counties--your generous donation of your time 

and talent make the Agriculture Literacy Week a success.  § 

Students at St. Patrick's School make felt marbles 

Save the Dates… 

Tioga County Fair—July 7-11, 2015 

Taste of Tioga—October 9, 2015 
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QR tags are growing in popularity. Sponsors are using 

them to direct interested customers to their websites. 

We will create the tag for you, link it to the website of 

your choice, and email you the tag for use on your 

own materials. If you have a smart phone, try down-

loading a free scanning “app” (i.e. AT&T Code Scan-

ner) and scan this one. 

Dimensions Annual Price  

Quarter Page (plus 20 copies printed per month for your distribution) 

□ 5 
1
/4” tall x 4” wide ........................$500 

Eighth Page 

□ 2 
1
/2” tall x 4” wide ........................$300 

Business Card 

□ 2” tall x 3 
1
/2” wide ........................$100 

Ad a “Quick Response” (QR) tag to any ad 

□ 1.5” x 1.5” .....................................$50 

To sponsor our newsletter, please select size, dimensions and cost above.  Include form with payment. 

Total Cost $ ________ (Checks payable to: CCE Tioga) 

 Please email exact size JPEG or PDF to ms328@cornell.edu. Include the word sponsorship in the subject line. 

 Questions? E-MAIL: ms328@cornell.edu or Call 607.687.4020 

Remit advertisement, form, and payment to:   
CCE Tioga; c/o Michele Kline; 56 Main Street; Owego, NY  13827 

Your sponsorship will allow us to print and mail our newsletter to our growing mailing list. All issues will be available online.   

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Chemung & Tioga Counties 

SPONSORSHIP 

Name ____________________________ _____________________________ Company _______________________ 

Address _________________ _____________________________ _______ City ___________ State ____ Zip _____ 

Phone ____________________Email __________________________________ 

See your Name, Logo, and/or Slogan Here!! 

 
 

 

To Serve 
And 

Strengthen 
Agriculture 

Local Farms, 
Local Food, 

Members are at the heart of Farm Bureau, a grassroots-driven organization of 
families and individuals in New York who care about agriculture. 

TIOGA COUNTY 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION NEWSLETTER FOR FARMERS AND GARDENERS IN CHEMUNG AND TIOGA COUNTIES 

 
 

Do you have questions or comments? 
 

Agriculture in Tioga County:  
Michele Kline 

(607) 687-4020 Ext. 319 
ms328@cornell.edu 

 
Horticulture in Tioga County:   

Barb Neal 
(607) 687-4020 Ext. 304 

ban1@cornell.edu 
 

Agriculture and Horticulture in Chemung County: 
Jabe Warren 

(607) 734-4453 

jew223@cornell.edu 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020 

Prsrt  Std 

U.S. POSTAGE 

Paid 

Owego, N. Y. 


