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Insects and Firewood, Some Facts... 
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With increased interest in the use of wood as fuel, many people encounter insects that periodically emerge from firewood.  

 

Special Precautions for Transport of Firewood:  
Since the appearance of the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) and Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) in the New York 

metropolitan area, extreme caution must be taken when transporting wood products (including firewood). A regulation 

is in effect that prohibits the import of firewood into New York unless it has been heat treated to kill pests. 

The regulation also limits the transportation of untreated firewood to less than 50 miles from its source. 

Quarantines exist which further restrict firewood transportation.– Make sure you know where quarantine areas 

are so you do not cross quarantine lines with firewood. (Nearby Orange County is subject to quarantine due to EAB.) If 

you move wood from an infested and quarantined area, you could be spreading invasive pests and you will also be subject 

to an extremely hefty fine. Do not transport firewood to campsites away from your home and beware of the source 

locations when purchasing firewood for home use. 

 

While firewood is not damaged and may still burn efficiently if infested with insects, precautions must be taken to prevent 

the spread of certain invasive pests that may be transported in wood (see below). Infested wood may appear normal, but 

may harbor insects inside. In most cases, if wood is seasoned properly, it will dry before our native insects can complete 

their development, and they will not survive. Some invasive insects, such as the Asian Longhorned Beetle can live in 

wood that has been dead for years. 

 

Slow the Spread of Invasive Wood Borers 
New Yorkers can help slow the spread of Asian Longhorned Beetle, Emerald Ash Borer and other destructive pests by 

taking precautions with firewood. Invasive tree pests are often, though unintentionally, moved from one area to another in 

firewood.  

 Get firewood for your home from a local source (no more 50 miles away). All vendors of firewood must provide a 

Certificate of Source including their name, contact information and source of firewood.  

 Leave all firewood at home when you go on vacation – please do not take firewood to vacation homes, 

campgrounds or parks. At your destination, get firewood from a local vendor or at the campground. Ask for a 

receipt or label that has the firewood’s source, contact information and name of vendor. 

 For firewood cut from your property, you must have a Self-issued Certificate of Source with your name, contact 

information and source. The firewood must be used within 50 miles of origination.  
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 Firewood that is labeled to meet New York’s heat treatment standards to kill pests (kiln-dried) may be transported 

more than 50 miles from the source, including from out-of-state – ask for documentation.  

 Wood chip mulch should be no larger than one inch by one inch by four inches (1”x 1”x 4”). 

 Trees pruned or removed for tree maintenance or firewood should be carefully inspected for symptoms of 

invasive wood borers; when insects and/or suspicious symptoms are found, samples and/or digital photos should 

be submitted for diagnosis to Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rockland County at no cost.  

 Watch for signs of infestation of ash trees. If damage is consistent with known symptoms of EAB infestation, 

report suspected damage by calling the DEC’s EAB hotline and appropriate action will follow as time and 

resources allow.  

To learn more about invasive wood borers, firewood regulation, or how you can help slow the spread, call the DEC toll 

free hotline at 1-866-640-0652 or visit http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html or Horticulture Lab at Cornell 

Cooperative Extension of Rockland County at 845-429-7085 ext. 3 or by email at rockland@cornell.edu. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Will firewood insects attack wood in the house? For the most part, these insects are only nuisance pests indoors. Most 

wood borers prefer softwood or hardwood, but not both. Most wood borers cannot infest finished wood or reinfest wood 

that has been kiln-dried. If the house has the correct conditions (moist, unfinished or improperly dried wood), there is a 

remote possibility that firewood could be a source of damaging insects. 

 

Should I spray logs to avoid insect pests? NO! We do not recommend spraying firewood for any reason. Insect pests 

can be reduced by proper cutting and storage.  

 

Which insects attack firewood? The main groups of insects that damage wood (see illustration above) are bark beetles, 

ambrosia beetles and wood borers. Bark beetles burrow between the bark and sapwood. Ambrosia beetles bore through 

the bark and into the sapwood and/or heartwood, while wood borers, which include longhorned and flat headed beetles, 

may be found either between the wood and bark, or in the heartwood or sapwood. 

 

When are insects active? Most insect activity occurs during the growing season – from April through October in 

New York State. During this time adult beetles are actively looking for suitable wood for egg-laying sites. From 

November to March, insects are mostly inactive, and few, if any, adults are present.  

 

Bark beetles and ambrosia beetles are active during the entire growing season. These insects may have five or more 

generations during this time, depending on climate. Wood borer adult activity is usually more restricted – often to a 

certain few weeks after emergence, although the larvae may take up to a few years to mature inside a tree. In order to 

determine the periods of activity, you will have to know what type of wood you have, and the activity cycles of pests 

associated with that wood. 

 

What can I do to avoid large numbers of insects? Cut firewood during the dormant season to reduce the survival of 

insects within the wood. Pile logs soon after they are cut, either off the ground or under cover so the inner bark dries 

rapidly and thoroughly. If logs are cut during the growing season, expose them to drying conditions soon as possible. 

Some borers can lay eggs in freshly cut logs that still have intact bark. If wood is dried quickly, few insects are likely to 

survive. Wood dries more rapidly as the surface area of exposed wood increases. Stacking wood in loose piles raised off 

the ground as well as splitting or sawing will accelerate drying. This is especially important with logs greater than eight 

inches in diameter or longer than four feet. Firewood placed in an open area will dry rapidly and remain sound. 

 

How should I store firewood? Firewood should be stored outdoors, under cover and in a convenient place, but away 

from buildings to discourage termite activity near these structures. This way, firewood insects are also kept outside and 

dirt problems are reduced. Bring wood inside as it is used. 

 

Store wood under cover to keep it dry – storage places might be a woodshed, unheated unattached garage or utility 

building, or under a sheet of plastic or sheet-metal roofing. Be certain to keep an air space between the wood and any 

covering. Put a cover over the top tier of wood. Clear plastic sheeting may be used. Temperatures under the plastic 

covering will rise higher than outside, warming the wood and evaporating the moisture within. To prevent condensation of 

water vapor under the cover, some arrangement for ventilation is necessary.  
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