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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Many things have happened in the year 2024, and we are grateful for the
support of the community to do these things! I am so proud of all the work
the volunteers, youth, families, and staff have done to help Steuben
County. Many of our programs have grown and our staff and volunteers
are educating and helping thousands of people in Steuben County and
throughout the Finger Lakes region. The common theme I have seen this
year is change. While change is scary – it has been very exciting! Some of
the changes we underwent in the last year include –

THERESA (TESS)
MCKINLEY
Executive Director

Moving away from a regional Master Gardener program to a local
county one. Our local Master Gardeners have already done amazing
things this year such as plant thousands of pollinator plants
underneath the Canisteo Living Sign, teach Seed to Supper classes to
people in need so that they can grow their own food and work with
volunteers to help start a Blocks in Bloom program in Corning.

Please know – while we have experienced a lot of change – we are still providing current, high quality
and evidence based education. While we are ever evolving to better support our community, we are
steadfast in our commitment to help farmers, youth, people in poverty and Steuben County residents.

We could not do all this important work without all of you. We are so grateful for support from our
volunteers, funders, board members, program advisory committee members, Steuben County
Legislature, Cornell Cooperative Extension Administration, Cornell University and the community. 

We want to hear from you! Please reach out to me at any time at tsm223@cornell.edu or at 607-664-
2301. Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to working with you in 2025!

THERESA (TESS) MCKINLEY
CCE STEUBEN EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Cornell Cooperative Extension actively supports equal
educational and employment opportunities. No person shall be
denied admission to any educational program or activity or be

denied employment on the basis of any legally prohibited
discrimination involving, but not limited to, such factors as

race, color, religion, political beliefs, national or ethnic origin,
sex, gender/gender identity, transgender status, sexual

orientation, age, marital or family status, protected veterans
and individuals with disabilities. Cornell Cooperative

Extension is committed to the maintenance of affirmative
action programs that will assure the continuation of such

equality of opportunity.

We jumped in feet first to have our own Agriculture in the Classroom program last year. We were nervous as we
hired an educator last August without having many agreements in schools. Our educator ended up teaching 7
schools last year, which is in the majority of Steuben County. For the 2024-2025 school year – we have two
educators in 9 schools teaching over 90 classes a month! 
Our 4-H program has been providing lots of programming over the last year along with having its very own 4-H
Summer Showcase at Hendershot Haflingers. The 4-H team built a 4 day event from the ground up and it was
truly an amazing, educational and kind experience. 
Our SNAP Ed SFL program finished it’s five year cycle in September. Five years ago we had just gotten that grant
for over $780,000. CCE Steuben is now holding the grant for the next five years at an amount of over 1.1 million
dollars. SNAP Ed has grown its staff and is hiring more educators to provide much needed programming on how
to eat healthy on a budget.
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2024 SUMMARY OF
RESOURCES & SUPPORT

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County is a subordinate governmental agency with an educational mission that operates under a form of organization and administration approved
by Cornell University as agent for the State of New York. It is tax-exempt under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

The association is part of the national Cooperative Extension System, an educational partnership between County, State and Federal governments. As New York’s land grant university, Cornell
administers the system in the state. Each Cornell Cooperative Extension association is an independent employer that is governed by an elected Board of Directors with general oversight from

Cornell. All associations work to meet the needs of the counties in which they are located as well as state and national goals. 

Federal - $780,638.08                   
Smith-Lever Funds                           
SNAP-Ed Program                             
RHSE Grant                                      
Community Grant                            
EFNEP Nutrition Program               

$95,301.04
$626,664.60
$24,877
$469.14
$28,168.44

State - $711,683.44                  
County Law 224      
Expanding Pathways for Veterans into 
Agricultural Careers in NYS           
4-H Ag in the Classroom Grant       
State Fringe Benefits                        

$103,260.04
$34,243.49            

$26,000.00
$581,673.40

County- $472,412                   
Steuben County Appropriation 
Veggie Van Project (Office of the Aging)
4-H Outdoor Activities Grant (Youth Bureau)       
In-Kind Value of Space Allocation               

$420,000.00
$4,500.00
$5,936           
$41,976

Other Support Sources- $447,309.56      
Enrollment & Program Fees 
                       
Contributions                                             

Sale of Equipment, Printing 
Reimbursement, Rental Income, 
Sale of Publications, Fundraising, 
and Dividend and Interest Income          
Specialist Contract Support 
from Cornell University                            

Special Projects                                           
(funded by local agencies or other sources)

$10,924.95

$43,969.79

$67,722.31

$274,482.39

$50,210.12

Total Support - $2,412,043.08               

      *Numbers based on 2023 Financial Information      

Federal State County Other

Federal
31.7%

State
29.7%

County
19.8%

Other
18.8%
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revitalized with extensive training and impressive initiatives like Blocks in Bloom in Corning. Ag in the
Classroom and the Veggie Van continue to expand and provide much-needed outreach in our
communities. Both of these programs could not happen without the generous support, efforts, and
collaboration of farmers and Extension staff. We had our first 4-H Summer Showcase. It is an
understatement to say that we were not sure how this experiment would go, but everyone was
determined to make it the best that it could be. The generous support of the community through in-kind
and financial contributions, an army of volunteers, impressive staff collaboration, 4-H family
involvement, and a general willingness to do whatever was necessary to make this inaugural event
special yielded an event of which we are very proud. Showcase gained attention from Cornell and the
Extension Director spent the better part of a day experiencing in person our model for change. Our
efforts to help flood-ravaged farms and address agriculture’s diverse challenges both ongoing and
episodic are all done in concert with many other partners who have a common goal. 

It would be easy to highlight only the happy news, but I would be remiss if I did not reflect on challenges.
We have experienced difficulty recruiting for key positions where the skills are in tight supply and we
have sometimes had a hard time attracting and retaining talent. Extension is hardly unique in this regard.
And, when an organization by its very essence works through partnerships, navigating change that
necessitates adjustments in longstanding partnerships requires skill, patience, and constant work. The
good news is that CCE Steuben is on sound financial footing and has a strong team of professionals,
volunteers, and partners that will stand it in good stead for as far as these eyes can see.

It has been my pleasure serving on the board for 6 years and I look 
forward to continuing as a Master Gardener Volunteer.

Best wishes for continued success,

Beth Walter Honadle, Ph.D.
CCE Steuben Board President

LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT
An exciting thing about the Cooperative Extension System is that it is a
stable partnership of local, state, and national agencies that delivers
evidence-based educational programs serving current and emerging local
needs. It has done this for over a century. Extension represents a unique
blend of tradition and nimble change. I have personally witnessed forty
years of this change since I started as a National Program Leader (NPL) in
Extension and was a State Program Leader and state specialist in Minnesota
and ended my career as an NPL in the National Institute of Food &
Agriculture at USDA, the national partner in this very decentralized system.
So, it is with that perspective that I am finishing my six years on the Board
of Cornell Cooperative Extension Steuben and writing the traditional
introduction to the 2024 Annual Report as the outgoing President of the
board. BETH WALTER

HONADLE, PH.D.
CCE Steuben Board President

2024 was a year of tremendous challenges and opportunities with a healthy
dose of experimentation. I can only highlight a few specific examples that
are meaningful to me. The Master Gardener Volunteer program has been 

Beth Walter Honadle, President
Bill Joint, Vice President
Jason Jordan, Secretary
Gabe Smalt, Treasurer
Hilda Lando, Legislative Representative
Fred Potter, Legislative Representative
Adam Hughes, Cornell Representative, State
Specialist
Lisa Zawrotny
Allison Lavine
Kyle Lowery

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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The 4-H Summer Showcase was an inspiring event that beautifully captured the essence of 
inclusivity, teamwork, and personal growth with the gorgeous backdrop of the rolling 
Steuben County hills. Hosted in a welcoming, vibrant atmosphere, the event provided a 
space where families and youth felt safe, supported, and encouraged to engage in healthy 
competition. Without the generosity and support of Bill, Chuck, and Ingrid Hendershot, of 
Hendershot Haflingers, our inaugural 4-H Summer Showcase would have looked very different. 

4-H & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
JENNY GROEN  - JMG422@CORNELL.EDU
MICHELLE CHASE - MLC353@CORNELL.EDU

13 animal science exhibitors
21 youth building exhibitors
12 youth participated in knowledge contests

120 Clinics and Workshops 
235 youth enrolled

STATISTICS
4-H STATE FAIR4-H CLUBS

The 4-H Summer Showcase was designed to create a safe and inviting environment for our
youth and their families. It offered 4-H members the opportunity to showcase their animal
and static projects while demonstrating the skills they've honed throughout the program
year. The Hendershots took a leap of faith during a year of transition, and their support
was instrumental in making the event a resounding success. They graciously opened their
property, providing us with a welcoming space to host this important event. They
welcomed exhibitors, families and spectators with open arms, creating an atmosphere of
camaraderie and joy that was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

From the very beginning, the event emphasized sportsmanship, not just as a skill but as a mindset—valuing respect,
fairness, and encouragement toward others. Participants cheered each other on, celebrated achievements, and offered
support in moments of challenge, fostering a spirit of unity and creating an environment where everyone felt valued.

Youth, families, and spectators came together to enjoy games, relay races, and friendly 
competitions that promoted personal growth as well as skill building through constructive 
feedback. 4-H members from across the county and various clubs worked and learned side 
by side, forming bonds that extended far beyond the event itself. The atmosphere was full 
of laughter, teamwork, and the shared joy of supporting one another.

As the days unfolded, it became clear that this event was more than just about showing 
animals—it was about community. It was a reminder of the power of coming together in a 
space where mutual respect is the foundation of every interaction. By the end of the event, 4-H members left feeling
empowered, connected, and inspired, knowing that they were part of a community that truly valued equality,
sportsmanship, and the spirit of friendship.
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2023-2024 
Program Summary 
Countywide Statistics

More than 2,000 unduplicated students participated.
Students learned where their food comes from and the
importance of agriculture. 
Students learned how to make butter.
Students learned about the importance of honeybees.
Students participated in hatching chicks right in their
classrooms. 
Students visited a working dairy farm.
Students received apples from Lowery Family Farms in
Savona, NY and potatoes and potato chips from Squires
Farms in Prattsburgh, NY.Popular Lessons

Eggology
A day without Agriculture
Honey Bees
Milk to Carton
Farm Tour 

Grades Reached: PK-7th
10 unique Lessons provided
Hours of programming: 280
7 out of 13 Steuben County 

Schools participated.

STEPHANIE MCKINLEY  - SEM358@CORNELL.EDU
KRISTIN BRANDT - KB579@CORNELL.EDU

New York Agriculture in the Classroom (NYAITC) is a partnership of
Cornell University, the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, 
the NYS Education Department, Cornell Cooperative Extension, and 
the New York Farm Bureau. The mission of NYAITC is to foster
awareness, understanding, and appreciation of how we produce 
food and fiber, what we eat, and how we live, by helping educators,
students, and their communities learn about and engage with
agriculture and food systems. Did you know that less than 2% of our
population actually produces food on farms, while nearly 20% of our 

In recognizing this need, CCE Steuben has grown in 2024
to employ two full-time AITC Educators who visited 7
schools in 2023-2024 school year through in-school,
afterschool, and summer school settings. These
educators act as a direct connection to the NYSAITC
Program delivering dynamic hands-on activities that
connect agricultural practices and careers to students’
everyday needs and lives. Additionally, the first AITC field
trip to a local dairy farm got boots on the ground and
students were able to experience and see what a day on
the farm is like. The longitudinal impact of the program
will hopefully provide an increased interest in farming
and agriculture in Steuben County, further
strengthening and growing a major employment field
within the county. 

nation's workforce is in some way, shape, or form involved in the processing, marketing, distribution, and sales of food and
fiber products? We all rely on agriculture every day--from food we eat, fibers our clothes are made of, and other materials
we use each day to agriculture's relationship with our environment, economy, and society. And yet, little is taught in most
schools about agriculture and food and fiber systems. 
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AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

In 2023, Steuben County received funding from Cornell Garden-Based Learning to implement the Seed to Supper
program for the first time in 2024. This initiative focused on reaching a small group of seniors living in a low-income
housing complex who lacked space for traditional gardening. The program aimed to teach participants how to grow their
own food using containers, allowing them to grow in limited spaces while also improving their nutrition by incorporating
more fresh, healthy produce into their diets.

Program Overview: The 6-week program, held from April to May, featured hands-on activities based on the Seed to
Supper kit from Cornell Garden-Based Learning. Activities included winter sowing with recyclables, growing microgreens,
starting seeds indoors, garden planning, seed planting, and watering vegetable gardens. The program was led by two
Master Gardener Volunteers and a CCE educator, with each class lasting one hour.

SEED TO SUPPER

SUSAN WALKER - SMW272@CORNELL.EDU

Community Involvement: Participants
worked together to design container
garden plans, which were submitted for
approval by the housing manager. They
were encouraged to grow food to share
with others, sparking interest in community
gardening for future years. Larger grow
bags were used for community crops like
sugar snap peas, kale, lettuce, and carrots.
A vertical potato-growing bin was also built,
and participants were excited to try their
hands at potato cultivation.

Final Planting Day: At the end of May, a
planting day was held to assist participants
in planting their containers. Each
participant received a garden starter kit,
including seeds, grow bags, potting soil,
water drips, and plant starts (tomatoes and
sweet peppers). The program also
coordinated with the housing management
to ensure that water access and garden
maintenance would be manageable.

Ongoing Support: The program helped initiate gardening at the housing complex, where residents had previously been
restricted from gardening. The success of container gardening highlighted the potential for residents to grow food in a
manageable way, addressing both health and community needs. A key success of the program was the creation of a point
person within the housing facility to oversee watering and communication, ensuring long-term sustainability.

The Seed to Supper initiative not only educated seniors about gardening but also promoted a sense of community and
healthy activity. The goal of this pilot program was to inspire more residents and community members to engage in
gardening in the future.
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AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES
SUSAN WALKER - SMW272@CORNELL.EDU

SNAP-ED COMMUNITY GROWERS GRANT PROGRAM

Conclusion:
CCE's Community Container Garden Program successfully equipped over 700 individuals with the knowledge and
resources to grow their own food, contributing to improved nutrition and food security in Steuben County. The
program's expansion of gardening skills and education aligns with CCE’s mission to foster healthy, self-sufficient
communities.

Key Program Outcomes:
Participants: 725 individuals received kits, 

       including 191 children. 232 participants 
       reported receiving SNAP benefits. A significant portion of the participants were households with children,                         
       highlighting the need for accessible gardening education to combat food insecurity.

Challenges: While the in-person classes had low attendance, feedback indicated that participants valued the
comprehensive educational materials and videos provided in the kits. Many first-time gardeners sought additional
assistance, especially in troubleshooting and extending their growing season.
Impact: The program empowered participants to grow fresh produce, improving their dietary habits and reducing
grocery expenses. Positive feedback emphasized the helpfulness of the growing guides and hands-on support
provided by CCE.

Program Highlights:
Target Audience: The program reached a
diverse range of participants, including
individuals from various socio-economic
backgrounds, races, and ages, with a focus
on SNAP-eligible households.
Garden Kits: 315 container garden kits were
distributed, each including 2 large (5-gallon)
and 3 smaller (3-gallon) grow bags, seeds
(cucumbers, beans, beets, lettuce, and
carrots), soil, fertilizer, gardening gloves,
tools, and water supplies. Participants
received a comprehensive growing guide to
help them succeed.
Distribution & Education: Kits were
distributed at 3 Mobile Food Truck sites,
reaching communities in need. Additionally,
15 kits were provided during in-person
Container Gardening Education Classes in
Bath, NY. Participants also attended Cooking
Matters classes, which focused on improving
nutrition and food preparation skills.

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben County (CCE) launched a Community Container Garden Kit Distribution and
Education Program in Spring 2024, funded by the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets SNAP-Ed Community
Growers Grant. The program aimed to help Steuben County residents, particularly those receiving SNAP benefits,
grow their own food using container gardens. This initiative addressed food insecurity, encouraged healthier eating,
and supported families facing financial challenges.
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AGRICULTURE PROGRAM EDUCATION & SUPPORT

 of NYS and Casella Waste Systems with the support of Steuben County Public Works and Soil and Water. 

Additionally, Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Executive Director initiated discussions between NYSDEC regulatory
officials, Cornell Waste Management Institute and Steuben County Legislature to enhance our understanding of Per-
and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in our environment, how we are encountering these chemicals regularly in many
common daily-use products, and how farm practices may be able to help reduce their role in introducing more of these
chemicals into our natural environment.

Agriculture Program Education & Support – Cornell Cooperative Extension’s mission encompasses adult education
services that support agricultural producers by strengthening knowledge, skills, and offering essential trainings and
certifications. In the past, in-person workshops have helped increase farm business management knowledge, profitable
and sustainable livestock production skills, improved knowledge base on soil health, pasture management, weed control
and IPM, as well as increased awareness of local support programs offered through USDA, NRCS, and Steuben County
Soil and Water. During 2024, in-person workshops focused on offering credits that producers need to maintain
technical application licenses through a Summer Small Fruits Production & Pest Management Workshop and Fall Field
Crops Workshop. A Livestock Mortality Composting Workshop was also held in response to NYS regulatory changes for

Agriculture Facilities classified as
CAFOs (Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operation). The goal was to provide
agriculture producers, NYSDOT staff
handling large numbers of wildlife
mortality, meat processors, as other
organizations working with animals
with an opportunity to learn and see
firsthand how to establish a
sustainable management plan that is
cost-effective and mitigates
environmental impact. The event was
a collaborative effort including a local
farm effectively using mortality
composting as a tool for management
of farm livestock and nutrients, CCE
Steuben, Steuben County Soil and
Water, Cornell Southwest Dairy,
Livestock, and Field Crops Program,
NYSDEC, and Cornell Waste
Management Institute. 

20242024
A G R I C U L T U R E

E V E N T S

During 2024, our region was impacted
by an extreme weather event causing
extensive flood damage. CCE Steuben
helped to manage and initiate a flood
relief effort for a local agriculture
producer and surrounding areas. This
project was possible through
exemplary community service from
Wildwood and Coopers Plains BOCES 
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Steuben County had six dry bean fields host western bean cutworm traps in a multi-county trap
network run by the Cornell Vegetable Program this past summer. This year’s trap network not only
monitored western bean cutworm numbers in dry beans but continued testing best trapping
methods as part of a two-year study. Results from this year’s trapping will be used in years to come
to help monitor western bean cutworm in dry beans in western New York so farmers know of pest
pressure in their area and can make informed management decisions.

In August, the Cornell Vegetable Program helped organize a Chipping Potato Twilight Meeting in
Steuben County, with the help of CCE Steuben and Mahany Farms. Steuben County is the second
highest producing county of potatoes in New York State, primarily growing chipping varieties,

FINGER LAKES GRAPE PROGRAM

CORNELL VEGETABLE PROGRAM

Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Southwest New York Dairy, Livestock, and Field Crops Program
consists of four specialists who cover the topic areas of Farm Business Management, Dairy,
Livestock, and Field Crops. They provide free research-based information to farmers and
stakeholders in partnership with Cornell University and the five CCE Associations of Allegany,
Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, and Steuben Counties through workshops, trainings, resource
development, on-farm research, and individual consultations. 

In August, Hurricane Debby caused broad damage to farms in Steuben County who experienced
crop loss, building damage, and business disruptions. SWNYDLFC staff connected with over 50 

SOUTHWEST NY DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & FIELD CROPS PROGRAM

The arrival of the spotted lanternfly (SLF) in the Finger Lakes was never a matter of if, but rather
when, and “when” was 2024. In July, the FLGP and New York State Integrated Pest Management
(IPM) program were contacted by a citizen about the presence of SLF nymphs on several grapevines
on their property. The finding was confirmed by specialists from IPM and the Department of
Agriculture & Markets (DAM), and further inspections of the area found more nymphs on nearby
properties. This was the first discovery of a reproducing population near a commercial vineyard in
the Finger Lakes.

SPOTTED LANTERNFLY ARRIVES IN THE FINGER LAKES

The FLGP has been working closely with the IPM Program and DAM for several years in anticipation of the arrival of SLF in
the region. Inspectors with DAM have been scouting the area for further evidence of SLF near the site, while the IPM
Program and FLGP have been focused on educating growers and the public about what can be done to help reduce the
potential impact that SLF could have on the region’s vineyards. This has included demonstrating how to manage the
preferred host plant for SLF, Ailanthus altissima, or the Tree of Heaven (TOH). Research from Pennsylvania suggests that SLF
females lay fewer eggs when they do not feed on TOH, so reducing the number of trees in the environment may help to keep
numbers from increasing quite as rapidly. 

While the arrival of SLF in the Finger Lakes is not welcome news, the chances of SLF having a major impact on grape
production in the Finger Lakes is much less now than it was several years ago. Our cooperative efforts with IPM, DAM,
colleagues at Penn State University and Cornell, and many others have brought together knowledge and information that
will help us to manage this pest and minimize its impact on the region’s vineyards.

and local chipping potato growers look forward to this meeting as an opportunity to network with other growers and
industry members as well as view the chipping potato variety trial.

REGIONAL TEAM UPDATES

farms to collect damage reports and share resources for recovery, including working with insurance agencies, recovering
damaged crop fields and pastures, and managing stress in animals and people for business planning considerations. 
SWNYDLFC worked with CCE-Steuben to invite Jean Bonhatal, Director of the Cornell Waste Management Institute, to a
Composting and Mortality Workshops hosting at Bluegill Farms in Bath, NY. Participants included farm owners and
employees, DOT and county officials, and abattoirs who were provided with research-based best management practices
for proper animal composting.

In partnership with other CCE teams, SWNYDLFC offered an 18-hour pesticide education series that provided Steuben
farmers with essential recertification credits and licensing opportunities. This improves farm profitability, employee safety,
and decreases environmental impacts. 
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 SNAP-ED SOUTHERN FINGER LAKES

Fruit and Vegetable Prescription Program
(FVRx) of the SNAP-Ed New York Southern

Finger Lakes Region

JUSTINE PATTERSON - JEC445@CORNELL.EDU     
KATIE WEIGLE - KNW38@CORNELL.EDU                    
AMY HEALE - ACH279@CORNELL.EDU

140 Adult Participants
2,456 Youth Participants

2,596 PARTICIPANTS
347 PROGRAMS
STATISTICS - STEUBEN COUNTY

DIRECT EDUCATION INDIRECT EDUCATION
133,037 PARTICIPANTS

KELSEY MONKS - KEM337@CORNELL.EDU
BROOKE BLOODGOOD - BAS375@CORNELL.EDU
ERICA HARRIS - ELH253@CORNELL.EDU

The Fruit and Vegetable Prescription Program (FVRx) is a transformative
food-as-medicine program designed to inspire participants to increase their
intake of fruits and vegetables through comprehensive nutrition education
and food-designated financial incentives. As part of their Policies, Systems,
and Environmental (PSE) change strategies, the Southern Finger Lakes Region
SNAP-Ed program worked with local healthcare providers to target
populations that need nutrition intervention based on regional health
concerns. The program connects individuals to engaging nutrition classes
where they receive group instruction, participate in recipe demonstrations,
and sample tasty dishes. Each participant also receives $120 in produce
vouchers over the course of five weeks, empowering them to make healthier
food choices. This holistic approach combines practical nutrition education
with immediate access to fresh ingredients, 

IMPACTS
49.93% 

EAT MORE FRUIT

73.34% 
BETTER ACCESS  TO
HEALTHY FOOD

60.65% 
EAT MORE 
VEGETABLES

vegetables in low-income
communities. The success of
this program was measured
through survey results and
participant testimonials.34% 

ADULTS ARE OBESE

ISSUES

34%
CONSUME LESS THAN 1
FRUIT OR VEGETABEL DAILY

32% 
ADULTS HAVE HYPERTENSION

significantly enhancing community health. Participants discover diverse and creative ways to incorporate produce into
their diets while learning strategies to shop healthily on a budget, ultimately fostering greater consumption of fruits and 
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ANNUAL EVENTS

The Veggie Van served over 4,000 people at 7 Steuben locations in the 2024 year. We received funding
to do this from Steuben County Office for the Aging, Excellus and Guthrie. Lowery Family Farms and
Spice of Life Farms traveled weekly to the seven sites to provide produce to food deserts and around
Steuben County. The farmers accepted cash, credit, EBT and Farmers Market Nutrition Program
Checks, and Double Up Bucks.  

VEGGIE VAN

FARM TRAIL DAY

The Women's Financial Conference, held on November 2, 2024,
in Corning, NY, centered around the theme of Preparing for Life
Events. The event provided a dynamic and informative
experience for participants, blending expert-led sessions with
engaging movement breaks to ensure attendees remained
energized and fully engaged throughout the day.

Key sessions explored vital aspects of personal and financial
well-being, including:

Living Paycheck to Paycheck: Strategies for managing
financial challenges.
Insurance Planning: Insights on Property & Casualty (P&C)
insurance, life insurance, and disability coverage,
emphasizing the importance of having the right policies.
Estate Planning: Guidance on creating wills, trusts, and
planning for the future.

Popular breakout sessions allowed attendees to delve deeper
into specific topics, such as:

Health Insurance: Options for individuals both pre- and post-
65.

10TH ANNUAL WOMEN’S FINANCIAL CONFERENCE

Farm Trail Day is a cherished event that offers the community of Steuben County and surrounding areas an opportunity to
experience the rich diversity of local agriculture. This event provides a unique look at the variety of farming practices
within the county, as local farms open their doors to the public for a day of exploration and education. Attendees leave
with a deeper understanding of farming and the specialized expertise of our local producers.

Housing: A detailed discussion on whether to buy or rent and the financial implications of each decision.
Mortgages: An overview of understanding mortgage agreements and terms.
Estate Planning: Tailored discussions for different life stages, from young families to older individuals with advanced
planning needs.

The conference's goal was to empower women with the knowledge to make informed financial decisions and plan for their
futures. Through expert insights and interactive sessions, it proved to be an invaluable experience for attendees, equipping
them with tools to navigate their financial journeys with confidence.

This year, 11 different farms and businesses participated, offering a range of engaging activities, including wagon rides,
product demonstrations, animal interactions, apple picking, and numerous educational opportunities. The day was a
resounding success, with over 2,200 participants joining in to celebrate agriculture in Steuben County.

We are deeply grateful to all the farms and businesses that contributed to making this event possible, as well as to Explore
Steuben for their ongoing support. Farm Trail Day continues to be an excellent way for the community to connect with
the land and the people who help feed and support us.
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ASSESSMENT &
EVALUATION

NUTRITIONIST
SNAP-ED

AMY 
HEALE

NUTRITIONIST
SNAP-ED 

ERICA 
HARRIS

NUTRITIONIST
SNAP-ED 

BROOKE
BLOODGOOD

REGIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL

NUTRITIONIST
SNAP-ED 

YE

ARS OF SERVICE 25 YEARS  
ROBERT SHIRLEY

15 YEARS 
JENNY GROEN

5+ YEARS 
JOHN BOUWENS

TESS 
MCKINLEY

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

ROBERT W.
SHIRLEY III

DEPUTY DIRECTOR
DIRECTOR

FINANCE/OPERATIONS

JOHN
BOUWENS

FINGER LAKES SBN
FINANCE LEAD

KELSEY 
JAMES

FINGER LAKES SBN
HR LEAD

MELISSA
EDWARDS

COMMUNICATIONS &
COMMUNITY RELATIONS

COORDINATOR

ANNE
ZSCHOCHE

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

MARGARET 
LUND

CORNELL 
VEGETABLE TEAM

HANS 
WALTER-

PETERSON
FINGER LAKES

GRAPE PROGRAM

KATELYN
WALLEY-STOLL

BUSINESS
MANAGEMENT

SWNY DAIRY
LIVESTOCK & FIELD

CROPS

AMY 
BARKLEY
LIVESTOCK
SPECIALIST

 SWNY DAIRY
LIVESTOCK & FIELD

CROPS

KATIE
CALLERO

DAIRY
MANAGEMENT
SWNY DAIRY 

LIVESTOCK & FIELD
CROPS

KATELYN
MILLER

FIELD CROPS &
FORAGE

SWNY DAIRY
LIVESTOCK & FIELD

CROPS

KELLY
BOURNE

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

SWNY DAIRY
LIVESTOCK & FIELD

CROPS

ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Allison Lavine, Savona - Chair
Joe Castrechino, Prattsburgh
Chris Comstock, Savona
Kevin Peterson, Corning
Chuck Susick, Bath
Ed Merry, Arkport
Emily Brennan, Avoca

AGRICULTURE &
NATURAL RESOURCES

YOUTH 
DEVELOPMENT

COMMUNITY HEALTH &
FINANCIAL WELL BEING

Gabe Smalt, Bath - Chair
Melonie Coley, Wayland - Vice Chair
Robin Robarge, Hornell
Penny Kephart, Campbell
Alissa Cary, Bath
Hannah Bush, Cohocton
Isaac Clements, Prattsburgh

Lisa Zawrotny, Bath - Chair
Krystle Blencowe, Painted Post
Amey Rusak, Bath
Stacey Wing, Bath
Walter Konopski, Painted Post
Meghan Smith, Hornell

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
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Adams, Paulette
Adriance, Jessica
Alexander, Susan
Andrews, Donna
Ballam, Amanda
Bixby, Chad
Bixby, Jennifer
Blencowe, Krystle
Boccia, Kathie
Bolton, Victoria
Brandow, Jeffrey
Brandow, Perry
Brennan, Emily
Brewer, Paula
Brothers, Christie
Brown, Brittany
Burdin, Rhonda
Bush, Hannah
Cartwright, Jason
Cary, Alisa
Castrechino, Joe
Chapman, Christopher
Chapman, Teresa
Chase, Jonathan
Cicon, Shawn
Clements, Isaac
Coley, Melonie
Comstock, Christopher
Costello, Kevin
Daley, Kara
Davis, Lauren
Dehand, Jeremiah

Dininny, Jason
Dininny, Kate
Eckler, Laura
Edwards, Thomas
Farley, Victoria
Fodge, Michael
Folckemer, Kelsey
Folckemer, Scott
Foote, Raven
Glashauser, Cheryl
Goho, Amber
Goho, Troy
Gois, Susan
Gottschall, Gwen
Hargrave, Alicia
Heagy, Jennifer
Herrington, Addie
Herrington, Cynthia
Herrington, James
Hill, Zachariah
Hoad, Lydia
Holden, Betty
Honadle, Beth
Hurd, Joshua
Hurd, Rachel
Hutchinson, Lucy
Irvine, Amy
Jacobson, Renee
Joint, William
Jordan, Jason
Kephart, Penny
King, Jessika

Knoll, Jacklin
Knoll, Jessica
Konopski, Walter
Lally, Pamela
Lavine, Allison
Lisi, Mary
Lowery, Kyle
Mack, Sarah
Mahany, Gary
Mann, Anna
Mann, Wendi
Mays, Denise
McCarthy, Joseph
McCarthy, Michelle
McKinley, James
McKinley, Sean
Meacham, Joshua
Merry, Ed
Nieves, William
Peterson, Cindy
Peterson, Kevin
Peterson, Tim
Place, Maggie
Potter, Fred
Potter, Jack
Potter, Krystal
Proaper, Hanna
Quigley, Gwen
Rathbun, Phyllis
Regielsperger, Nancy
Ricci, John
Robarge, Eric

Robarge, Robin
Roche, Kelsey
Rosettie, Erika
Rusak, Amey
Sammis, Stuart
Schultheiss, Illean
Schwingel, Susan
Sherer, Linda
Simpson, Joseph
Slayton, Jessie
Smalt, Gabriel
Smith, Karen
Smith, Meghan
Stewart, Kristen
Stratton, Austin
Strom, Danielle
Underhill, Erin
Unterman, Erica
van Otterloo, Bridget
Walker, Donna
Walker, Julie
Wetherill, Lynn
Wheaton, Melissa
White, Heather
Whitehouse, Elizabeth
Wing, Stacey
Winiesdorffer-Sonnefeld, Pamela
Zawrotny, Lisa
Zschoche, Ashlee
Zschoche, Philip
Zyla, Valorie

VOLUNTEERS

OUR PARTNERS
Applebee, Mark & Jody
Avoca Spring Water
Bath Elks Lodge #1547
Bath Rotary
Bauer, Phyllis
Bovine Supply Plus
Bluebird Trail Farm
Cardinale, Carolyn
Chase'In A Dream Farm
Cinch
Colomaio, Pam
Community Bank
Corning Foundation
Country Bumpkins
Country Critters
Country Crossroad 
Eastern Metal
Edwards, Shirley
Elmira Kennel Club
Empire Livestock

Engravers Plus
Farm Credit East
Finger Lakes Dumpsters
Foster Harman, Lori & Dave
Fran's Landing
Gerhart
Haines Equipment
Harrison's Hauling & Firewood
Hemenway, David
Hendershot Haflingers
Homestead Coal
Jessica Houghtaling
Jim's Equipment Repair
JM Gems Minatures
John Taggart Insurance
Joint, William & Melissa
Kent, James
Knox, Jennie
Lando, Tom & Hilda
Larry Romance & Son Inc

Law Office of Calvin Weaver
LeChase Construction
Lowery Family Farms
Moose Lodge
National Fuel
Pam Colomaio
Peacock's Hometown Barber
Shop
Pepsi Bottling Corp
Potter, Fred
Rio Vista Veterinary Hospital
Robarge, Robin
Rotary Foundation
Rumsey, LeighAnn
Rusak, Amey
Saltsman Trucking
Seimens Energy
Shaw-Maceko, Ellen
Sheehy, Joe
Shirley, John

Shirley, Robert
Shirley's Lumber
Smith Stock Farms Inc
Springwater Ag Products
Spruce Solutions, LLC
Steuben County Conservation Club
Steuben Farm Bureau
Stewart, Kristin
Streeter, Robert
Stutzman, Daniel
Tom Edwards Construction, LLC
Tri-County Rural Veterinary
Tub Town Brewing
Tucker, Curtis
Upstate Applications, Inc
Venator-Groen, Virginia
Volz, Eric
Wade, Carroll
Wallace, John
Wenrich, Judith Page 15



20 East Morris Street
Bath, NY 14810
607-664-2300

steuben@cornell.edu
putknowledgetowork.org
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