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Become a farm market vendor—CCE 

Can Help! 

By Michele Kline, Ag Team Leader at Tioga CCE 

Perhaps you’re like many who garden 

with a goal of feeding your family, 

but as with many farm projects 

that start small, gardens can 

quickly provide a much larger 

bounty. You’ve canned and frozen 

all you can, and your neighbors 

can’t take another zucchini.  It’s time 

to consider selling your excess at a farmers’ market!   

You won’t be alone in embracing farmers’ markets. 

According to the USDA, Direct marketing of farm 

products through farmers markets continues to be an 

important sales outlet for producers nationwide. As of 

August 2013, there were 8,144 farmers markets listed in 

USDA’s National Farmers Market Directory, a 3.6 

percent increase from 2012. With continued interest in 

local foods, shoppers find farmers’ markets the best 

opportunity to “know your farmer” and put healthy, 

fresh food on their family’s plate. 

But as with any farm-based venture, selling at a farmers’ 

market must be a well-thought-out, strategic part of your 

farm-management plan. Here are some tips to get 

started: 

Do Market Research - Identify a potential farmers’ 

market now.  Ideally you should become familiar with 

them a year before you want to start selling and visit it 

several times during the season. Get a feel for the 

market, customers, and attendance flow. Is there enough 

shopper volume to justify more vendors?  Every market 

has its own culture.  Some markets offer a social setting 

with music and activities while others cater to folks who 

want to quickly shop.  I suggest having conversations 

with other growers and customers to get a sense of their 

experience and what each hopes to get out of the market. 

Learn Farmers’ Market Rules - Understand the 

regulations of the particular farmers’ market you’re 

considering selling at. Each market has their own 

manager.  Most have an application.  Ask the market 

manager questions, and make sure you can commit to the 

expectations. Some markets require insurance and most 

have a fee (ranging 

from $5 per week with 

no commitment to $300 

for the season).  Some 

markets are “producer 

only,” which typically 

means you can only sell 

things you grew 

yourself, whereas others 

may allow you to resell 

items.  Some require 

insurance.  Some 

require you to submit a 

crop plan. 

Start Small - Don’t go 

overboard—test the 

farmers’-market waters 

before investing in 

expensive tents and gear. See if you can find a market 

where you can sell as a “daily vendor” to get started. 

These are markets that will let you commit to one market 

at a time depending on available space. This way, you 

can get a feel for selling at the farmers’ market without 

over-committing. As you do these trial sales, take into 

account your driving time and costs and sales volume to 

determine if this particular market is a good long-term 

fit. 

Identify Your Niche - How is what you’re selling 

different than other vendors at the farmers’ market? 

Sometimes it helps to specialize.  Consider creatively 

packaging your items. Sure, a lot of farmers may be 

selling red, ripe tomatoes, but what if you sold green 

tomatoes, along with your recipe for fried green 

tomatoes? 

Design Your Stand - Plan your stand ahead of time, and 

even do a ‘dry run’ rehearsal and set things up at home 

before your first market.  Colorful tablecloths and clear 

signage go a long way in showcasing your product and 

increasing sales. 

Get Organized - Develop a system for organizing, 

transporting and setting up your product at the farmers’ 

market.  Make a checklist of all the little things you’ll 

need that easily are forgotten, such as small bills and 

coins to make change, weights for your tent in case it 

gets windy, and even extra clothes to prepare for weather 
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Workshops Offered by CCE of Tioga and Chemung Counties 

March 11  --  Seed Star ting Workshop, 6 to 7:30 p.m.  Learn how to star t seeds for  a glor ious garden.  Hosted by 

Tioga Gardens.  $10 per person, children free.   Call CCE Tioga at 607-687-4020 to register and for more information. 

March 21 and March 24th -- Get hands-on instruction and practice on pruning young shade trees.  We will learn how 

to prune, and then spend a few hours pruning the young street trees of the Village of Owego.  $5 per person, adults on-

ly.  Call CCE Tioga at 607-687-4020 to register and for more information.  The March 21st session runs from 9 a.m. to 

noon and the March 24th session runs from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  Attend both sessions for the price of one! 

Seed Starting at Home.  March 18th at the Horseheads Library (6:30-7:30) & March 31st at the Big Flats Library 

(6:00-7:00) Come learn how to successfully start your own vegetable and flower seedlings at home.  We'll be covering 

timing your plantings, supplemental lighting, and proper watering practices.  There is no charge for this event but pre-

registration is required.  Horseheads Library 739-4581 Big Flats Library 562-3300 

April 2nd -- Grafting Fruit Trees, 6 to 8 p.m.  Learn how to graft fruit trees and go home with your  own dwarf 

fruit trees.  $25 per person, adults only.  Limited enrollment, call soon to register.  Call CCE Tioga at 607-687-4020 to 

register and for more information. 

April 28th—The Regional Meat Processing Bottleneck—Join livestock producers from Chemung and Tioga Coun-

ties at the Tioga CCE Office in Owego for a pot luck dinner.  Please bring a dish to pass and RSVP to 

ms328@cornell.edu..  Marty Broccoli, CCE’s meat processing guru will help to facilitate the discussion and explore the 

Workshops Offered by the South Central Regional Agriculture Team 

Annie’s Project-Risk Management Education for Farm and Ranch Women 

March 11— Backyard Livestock Raising Classes (Sheep & Goats) - 4-H Acres on Lower Creek Road Off of Route 13.  

Ithaca, NY—$5 per person or $8 per household payable at the door.  Pre-registration is required—Call 607-272-2292 or 

email mjc72@cornell.edu. 

March 20 – Insurance for the Farm held at CCE Tompkins County 615 Willow Ave, Ithaca, NY 14850. Anthony 

Burchell, from Nationwide Insurance, will present.  Please email Janice Degni at jgd@cornell.edu to forward topics. 

Cost is $10 per session. Pre-register with Amanda at 607-753-5078or am2229@cornell.edu. 

March Issue of the SCNY  Dairy & Field Crops Digest is available!  http://nydairyadmin.cce.cornell.edu/pdf/
newsletter/pdf82_pdf.pdf    

Tioga County Farmer 2 Farmer Winter Pot Luck Dinner 
 

When:   Wednesday, March 25th from 6:30pm—8:00pm 

Where:   CCE Conference Room at the Ronald E. Dougherty Office Building located at 56 Main 

Street; Owego 

Format: Enjoy a meal and engage in informal discussion with fellow farmers and your county exten-

sion resource educator. 

Discussion Topic: Marketing & Agritourism—Promoting Agriculture in Tioga County  

RSVP: by email at ms328@cornell.edu or phone at (607) 687-4020 

mailto:jgd@cornell.edu
http://nydairyadmin.cce.cornell.edu/pdf/newsletter/pdf82_pdf.pdf
http://nydairyadmin.cce.cornell.edu/pdf/newsletter/pdf82_pdf.pdf
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Master Gardener News... 

By Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

Master Gardener Volunteer Training 

Begins 

The newly developed Master Gardener 

training program is underway.  The training 

is a hybrid of self-study and hands-on 

workshops in the science and art of 

gardening.  Over twenty people are participating.  The 

first hands-on workshop will be on plant science and 

botany.  Other hands-on workshops include soils, insects 

and disease, site assessment, and plant establishment, to 

name a few. 

Prepare for Late Blight with Resistant Varieties of 

Tomatoes 

For many folks, the taste of a homegrown tomato fresh 

from the garden is why they have a vegetable garden.  As 

the old song goes:  "Only two things that money can't buy, 

and that's true love and homegrown tomatoes."  (To listen 

to the song--and you really need to listen after this tough 

winter--see:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=nitgmAInI18 )   

Most gardeners are familiar with battling early blight and 

septoria leaf spot on their tomato plants, but late blight is a 

much more difficult disease to manage.  As the growing 

season progresses, watch this column for ways to fight this 

devastating disease. 

Consider planting some late blight resistant varieties of 

tomatoes.  Many gardeners hedge their bets by planting 

some of their old time favorites like Brandywine and 

Celebrity, along with resistant varieties.  That way, if late 

blight hits the garden hard, they have a chance of 

harvesting some tomatoes.  The following varieties are 

listed as resistant to late blight:  Defiant, Iron Lady, 

Jasper, Lemon Drop, Matt's Wild Cherry, Mountain 

Magic, Mountain Merit, Mr. Stripey.  Note that sometimes 

nurseries sell an English variety called Tigarella, but call it 

Mr. Stripey.  Those plants are not disease resistant. 

Evaluation of other disease-resistant varieties is ongoing, 

so there may be additional varieties that exhibit resistance-

-we simply do not have enough data to state that they are 

resistant.  Resistant does not mean late blight proof--it 

means that the plant has some ability to ward off the 

disease, but under enough disease pressure, any variety 

will succumb to the disease. 

The 2015 All-America Selections are Announced 

The All-America Selections is an independent, non-profit 

organization that provides evaluation of new varieties of 

vegetables and flowers in order to identify the best of the 

best.  The mission statement of the All-America 

Selections is: 
 
"To promote new garden seed varieties with superior 
garden performance judged in impartial trials in North 
America."  

AAS Winners are an elite collection of varieties that are 

judged to be superior.  There is a panel of judges from 

around the nation who grow the varieties and rate them on 

a scale of zero to 5.  Only the best varieties are designated 

an All-American Winner.  This year, twenty-five varieties 

were introduced--a record high number.  The trials have 

been going on since 1933.  Some of this year's winners are 

Artwork Broccoli, Sandy Lettuce, Pretty N Sweet Pepper, 

and Butterscotch Squash, pictured above.  Butterscotch 

Squash is smaller than the typical butternut squash, 

making it a perfect serving size for two people. 

If 

you 

like 

to 

try 

new 

varieties that have been tested throughout the nation, take 

a look at the list of this year's winners.  The All-American 

Selections website is:  http://all-americaselections.org/

index.cfm.   

Butterscotch Squash--Photo courtesy of AAS Image Center 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nitgmAInI18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nitgmAInI18
http://all-americaselections.org/index.cfm
http://all-americaselections.org/index.cfm
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Agriculture Literacy Week   

By Elaine Noble , Chemung CCE  4H Youth Coordinator 

As our new year is well underway, it is time once again to 

plan for the upcoming NY Ag Literacy week (March 16-21)

sponsored by Farm Bureau and Ag in the Classroom.  

In both Chemung and Tioga Counties, contact has already 

been made with many classrooms and teachers planning for 

this great annual literacy event. In Chemung, last year 15 

volunteer readers and two CCE staff members read and con-

ducted the hands on activity in 10 schools, 26 classrooms, 

and reaching 624 area students and young people. This year 

our goal is to get to reach out to 30 “classrooms”.  In Tioga 

County, we have 41 second grade classrooms already com-

mitted to having volunteers come to the classroom to read 

and do an activity, so we will be reaching about 800 stu-

dents. 

In order to reach our goal, we need your help. With a dona-

tion of just $12 you can ensure that each classroom receives  

a copy of the book. Each donated book will include book-

plate with the name of the donor placed on the inside cover.    

The signature book 

for 2015 is Weaving 

the Rainbow by 

George Ella Lyon 

and illustrated by 

Stephanie Anderson. 

In this beautiful sto-

ry a young girl leads 

the reader through 

the process of rais-

ing and caring for 

animals, with the 

end result of using 

their well-cared for 

fleece as the medium 

for her weaved art-

work. Students will 

see the steps of 

shearing, carding, spinning, dying before she can to make a 

beautiful tapestry.   If you would like to be a “guest reader” 

or to sponsor a book please contact Elaine Noble at 

emn9@cornell.edu or (607) 734-4453 for Chemung or Barb 

Neal at ban1@cornell.edu or (607) 687-4020 in Tioga. 

Assessing Fire Blight Risk Using 
NEWA 
Adapted from http://blogs.cornell.edu/yourenewa/2015/02/18/
weighing-fire-blight-risk/ 

The Network for Environment and Weather Applica-

tions (NEWA) delivers weather data from weather 

stations primarily located on farms through the Inter-

net at newa.cornell.edu and automatically calculates 

and displays weather data summaries, crop production 

tools, and integrated pest management (IPM) fore-

casts. NEWA tools promote precision IPM and crop 

production practices. 

Understanding CougarBlight, the model for blossom 

blight used in NEWA, will greatly improve your abil-

ity to protect your orchard from fire blight. Getting the 

most out of CougarBlight, a recent article in Good 

Fruit Grower by Melissa Hansen on Feb 17, 2015, 

summarized a presentation at the annual meeting of 

the Washington State Horticultural Association given 

by Tim Smith, Washington State University Extension 

Educator for Douglas and Chelan counties and adviser 

for the NEWA fire blight model. 

Below are excerpted portions of the article to help 

Northeastern apple and pear growers use and under-

stand NEWA’s fire blight tool. Read Hansen’s entire 

article at http://www.goodfruit.com/getting-the-most-

out-of-cougarblight/ 

1. It does not indicate that fire blight will occur in 

your orchard.  If you don’t have the bacter ia in 

your orchard, there’s nothing there to create the dis-

ease, Tim Smith said. 

2. When weather conditions occur that trigger fire 

blight, somebody is getting hit.  Every time the mod-

el says that conditions are ripe, somebody is getting hit, 

though it might not be you. “The model never misses,” 

said Smith, noting that eastern Washington, with its dry 

climate, is blessed to be in a low-fire blight environ-

ment.   

3. It is a flower infection model only.  The flower  is the 

most common site for bacteria in the tree and infections 

start with the flower. “The model has nothing to do 

with shoot or vegetative infection,” he said, adding that 

the model begins when flowering starts and continues 

(Continued on page 5) 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/yourenewa/2015/02/18/weighing-fire-blight-risk/ 

mailto:mailtoban1@cornell.edu
http://www.goodfruit.com/getting-the-most-out-of-cougarblight/
http://www.goodfruit.com/getting-the-most-out-of-cougarblight/
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as long as there are flowers or when flowering resumes 

for second bloom. “So you have to be looking for when 

the first true flowers open and then start counting. Some 

of the worst infections have occurred from the second-

ary or side blooms.”  Smith warns growers not to dis-

count secondary bloom as a source of primary infection. 

“Odds are that the weather is warmer during secondary 

bloom, which the disease likes. Also, remember that 

young trees get a lot of secondary bloom.”  

4. It models the rate at which fire blight bacteria can 

grow, not the infection process.  When trees bloom, 

bacteria begin to ooze from cankers that developed from 

strikes the previous season. Flies are drawn to the mus-

ty, sweet goo that tastes like molasses (Smith knows 

because he has tried it), and they deposit bits of goo and 

bacteria all over the tree, including stigma surfaces.  

Infection can occur if moisture washes bacteria down 

from the stigma to the young fruitlet and if the bacteria 

population is high enough. Small populations don’t trig-

ger a pathogenic outbreak but large ones do.  Bacteria 

multiply at a rate that’s governed by temperature and 

resources, Smith explained. The more moisture and 

food the bacteria have available, the faster they can 

grow at a given temperature.  Blight bacteria can grow 

in a temperature range of 50°F to 90°F, and do best 

from 78°F to 90°F. Growth rate slows above 90°F and 

stops at around 100°F.  Past models relied on mean tem-

peratures (average between the high and low for the 

day), but Smith says they were too crude.  Dr. Larry 

Pusey, retired U.S. Department of Agriculture research-

er, found that peak temperatures were more important 

than mean temperatures relative to rate of blight bacteria 

growth. “It turns out that just one day at 88°F is enough 

to build up a colony,” said Smith. 

5. You must identify your orchard fire blight risk.  To 

use the model, you must first determine fire blight pres-

sure (high, medium, or low) for your orchard. “It’s very 

important to know how much fire blight is in your vi-

cinity because it makes a huge difference in the temper-

atures needed to trigger infection,” he said.  NEWA has 

a drop down list for the fire blight history in your or-

chard.  It defaults to the medium level.  Smith suggested 

that a guideline of 400 feet adjacent to the orchard be 

used in determining fire blight in the neighborhood. If 

you had no fire blight in your orchard and neighborhood 

last year, risk this year will be low. But a missed canker 

that wasn’t cut out in the winter can result in an orchard 

‘hot spot’ and set the orchard up for a worst-case sce-

nario.   

6. The model’s risk value thresholds are to be used as 

a guideline.  Threshold numbers are not absolute, 

but should be used as guidelines. Generally, the risk 

numbers work out well, he said, noting that a high risk 

number of 299 should not be considered much lower in 

risk than 301. 

7. Moisture triggers fire blight.  Wetting is what tr ig-

gers the disease, not warm temperatures. Although 

warm temperatures enable bacteria to grow to high 

enough numbers that lead to infection, water is needed 

to complete the infection process, he said. But it’s more 

than rain that triggers fire blight.  He’s seen serious 

outbreaks occur from turning on overhead or under-tree 

sprinkler systems for just three minutes “to see if it’s 

working right.” Smith cautioned that it’s better to run 

sprinklers for five hours to completely wash flowers 

than run them for a few minutes. “Don’t water trees in 

April; they don’t need water then,” he stressed. “You 

should be thinking very cautiously about watering in 

the spring other than for frost control.”  Growers also 

need to account for dew when considering moisture 

events. Remote weather stations are usually located 

outside an orchard so true temperatures can be moni-

tored. Low areas with poor air drainage are where dew 

often occurs, areas that might not be accounted for in 

weather station recording. “Every four to five years we 

have dew-induced fire blight infections,” he said. “We 

used to think that frost was a component in fire blight, 

but now we know it was dew that was triggering the 

infection.”   

8. Check the forecasting component of the model.  

Smith noted that growers should be sure to look at the 

(current) and (blossom blight 5-day forecast) when 

viewing the model. “…to control fire blight well, you 

have to look at the weather forecast, especially if using 

organic and biological fire blight agents.” Smith be-

Tips for controlling fire blight 

 

What should you do this season, if your pome fruit or-

chard or a neighboring orchard had fire blight last 

year?   

First, make sure all of the blight strikes were cut and re-

moved from the orchard after harvest or during pruning. 

Next, put on a copper spray during dormancy, says Tim 

Smith, Washington State University Extension educator 

for Douglas and Chelan counties. “Copper sprays have 

been proven to make a difference in reducing the number 

of bacteria that make their way to the flowers,” he said. 

Biofungicides and biological products have a preventive 

action and should be applied when the CougarBlight 

model says risk is coming in the next few days.  Products 

like Blossom-Protect (Aureobasidium pullulans) and 

Serenade (Bacillus subtilis) should be applied before it 

rains and infection takes hold. Also, they usually need 

reapplying every few days. 

“But the day it rains is when growers often respond,” 

Smith said. In that case, an antibiotic should be applied 

to combat infection of flowers.  Product labels must be 

checked when spraying during secondary blooms be-
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 Seed Starting at Home
By Jabe Warren, CCE Chemung 

Starting your own garden seedlings has several advantages 

for the home gardener.  First, there are many more varie-

ties available in seed form through retail racks and mail 

order than you are likely to find as plants in even the best 

garden centers.  Second, they are much cheaper, and third, 

there is the personal satisfaction of doing it yourself. 

What you will need: 

A warm sunny window or artificial light.  Most people 

do not have adequate light from windows alone.  If using 

artificial light, plan to have them on 10-12 hours a day.  

Lights also help to provide some heat.  Try to keep the 

trays at 70-75 degrees during the day and at least 60 at 

night.  You may want to consider a heating mat. 

A soilless seedling mix.  These products have been de-

signed to provide proper drainage.  Do not use garden soil 

or compost.  It will bring disease with it.  Do not use pot-

ting mix.  It is too coarse for small seeded vegetables and 

flowers. 

Trays or some sort of container.  If you are using con-

tainers that have been used for starting before, be sure to 

sterilize them prior to this 

years’ use.  They could har-

bor disease. 

A garden plan.  Different 

crops take different amounts 

of time to grow.  Tomatoes 

take 5-6 weeks to produce a 

good seedling.  Cucumbers 

and squash take only 3.  Start-

ing everything at one time 

will lead to plants that are too 

small or too big when it is 

time to go to the field.  Plan 

out when you can safely 

plant.  Here, it is common to 

have frost through the end of May.   If you intend to plant 

tender crops prior to then, be prepared to provide them 

with some protection in the form of row cover, milk jugs, 

or some other covering.  Cabbage and other cool season 

crops do not need protection. 

Over, not under, watering is the #1 cause of death for 

young seedlings.  Allow the soil to dry between waterings 

or you may notice plants dying from damping off.  You 

may want to add fertilizer once per week.  Always read 

Grafting Apple Trees 
By Jabe Warren, CCE Chemung 

Grafting, or the joining of 2 or more plants to form a sin-

gle organism, is a horticultural practice that has existed for 

thousands of years.  It allows us to propagate fruit trees 

that do not reproduce true-to-type from seed.  With it, we 

can impart dwarfing characteristics to the variety or 

change the variety altogether.  Your local Cooperative 

Extension office will be offering a grafting class in the 

next few months where you’ll have the opportunity to 

practice some of these techniques yourself and take home 

a few trees that you’ve created.  Contact your local office 

for details. 

Here I’ll describe how to add an additional variety to your 

existing apple tree with a cleft graft.  It’s a simple enough 

process to do at home.  You’ll need: a very sharp small 

knife (for making your scion), a large sturdy knife (to 

make the cleft), and some soft wax.  Grafting wax would 

be best but in a pinch the wax ring used to set a toilet is of 

about the right consistency and can be had cheaply at any 

hardware store.  Paraffin is too rigid.   

Selecting good buds.  The best scion wood is found 

about halfway up the tree.  The twigs close to the ground 

tend to be spindly, those in the top too vigorous with the 

buds far apart.  Look for wood about the size of a pencil.  

The ideal scion is about 4-5” long, contains 3-4 buds and 

has a wedge about 1 ¼” long on the bottom end.  Try not 

to have the buds too near a cut edge on the top or bottom.  

We only need one bud but it’s nice to have a backup in 

case one is damaged 

or doesn’t take.   

When making your 

cuts, try to make them 

in one fluid motion.  

Do not whittle.  The 

facets you’ll create 

won’t allow a tight fit 

between the 2 parts 

and the graft may not 

heal correctly.   

Cutting the tree.  
Select a limb 1-2” in 

diameter and cut it off 

perpendicularly and as 

smoothly as possible.  

Split the stubbed limb 

down the middle with a 

butcher knife or similar 

instrument about 1 ¾-

2” deep and prop the cut open with a screwdriver.  In cut-

ting your wedge, if you ended up with one bark side thick-

er than another, that’s great, just make sure to place that 

side facing out when it goes in the cleft, lining up the bark 

as best you can.  This joint is very important so take your 

time to get a good fit.  We want the vascular systems to 

match up as best they can.  Put a scion in both ends of the 

split.  This just for added insurance in case one doesn’t 

take.  Don’t invert the scions.  They won’t grow upside 

(Continued on page 7) 

A: Scion wood ready for grafting 

B: Top view of cleft with scion 
wood at edges of cleft 

C: Side view of cleft with scion 
wood at edges of cleft 

D: Side view showing locations of 
scion wood 

E: Waxed graft 
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Plant Materials Center:  Selecting Na-

tive Forbs for Pollinator Conservation  
By Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

Just to the west of our two counties is the Plant Materials 

Center, a project of the USDA Natural Resources Conser-

vation Service.  The Plant Materials Center is located in 

Big Flats, NY and is one 

of 27 such Plant Materials 

Centers in the United 

States.  Encompassing 200 

acres of land along the 

Route 17 corridor, the cen-

ter has been testing plants 

and planting technology 

since 1940.  The mission 

of the center is to develop 

plant materials and plant science technology to aid in the 

conservation of our natural resources.  The center focuses 

on using native plants to aid in conservation efforts.  The 

following is an excerpt from the 2014 Progress Report of 

Activities: 

Selecting Native Forbs for Pollinator Conservation 

The Farm Bill emphasizes the importance and the need 

for conservation and management of native habitat for 

native pollinators. After 5 years, species that performed 

consistently well based on vigor, ease of establishment, 

and survivability were seeded into small replicated plots 

at 2 different dates, early and mid-summer. The species 

listed below are some that are being used in Conservation 

Reserve Plantings (CRP) throughout New York State. Spe-

cies availability and cost will have a big impact on the 

overall species in a mix, and by no means is this list ex-

haustive.  

Here is a list of the plants the Plant Materials Center is 

testing for boosting native pollinators: 

purple bergamot, blue wild indigo, partridge pea, lanced-

leaved coreopsis, gray headed coneflower, early golden-

rod, purple coneflower, tall white beard tongue, black-

eyed susan, New England aster, wild bergamot, narrow-

lvd mountain mint, oxeye sunflower, and common milk-

weed. 

The Plant Materials Center offers several workshops 

down.  There should be no need to tie the joint.  The split 

limb should pinch them enough to hold them. 

Sealing.  Pull out whatever  you’ve used to hold the 

split open and cover the cut end of the limb, the sides of 

the cleft, and the tips of the scion to prevent moisture loss 

and provide a barrier to pathogens.  Warm the wax if nec-

essary and apply with your fingers or a brush.  Don’t be 

stingy. 

Care.  Hopefully, everything will be successful and 

you’ll see growth in the Spring.  Select the strongest scion 

and remove the other one or you’ll end up with a narrow 

fork and weak wood.  Be mindful that this joint will be 

weak for a while and you may want to head back overly 

vigorous growth or splint the joint so the graft isn’t bro-

ken by wind.  The wax can be left to fall away on its own. 

Congratulations on accomplishing your first graft!.  Apple 

(Continued from page 6) 

Commercial Horticulture News  
From NYS IPM Blog 

Snow, Frost a Big Help for Head Start 

on Quality Turf — or Crops 
February 17, 2015 by Joellen Lampman—Reprinted by permis-

sion 

Are you in charge of maintaining athletic fields? If 

you’re looking for a two or three week head start on get-

ting your fields ready for spring — consider a proven 

IPM practice: dormant overseeding. (Farmers, this can 

work for cool-season grains and forage crops. And home-

owners — here’s a trick from the pros that you just might 

be able to use.) 

Yes, right now those artic blasts might still be leaving us 

chilled. But winter weather has its advantages: snowmelt 

and freeze-thaw cycles help both push and pull seeds into 

the ground, maximizing seed-to-soil contact. 

Meanwhile, spring is just around the corner — meaning it’s 

time to be on the lookout for weather conditions that allow 

you to apply grass seed.  So secure your seed and calibrate 

your spreaders. 

What conditions are you looking for? Choose a time when: 

 there’s no snow cover 

 nighttime temperatures are predicted to dip below freez-

(Continued on page 10) 

Freeze-thaw cycles can affect soil dramatically, opening 

crevices and ridges that seed can slip into and will later 

collapse, maximizing seed-to-soil contact. Photo Credit: 

http://www.qdma.com/articles/how-to-frost-seed-food-plots
http://www.qdma.com/articles/how-to-frost-seed-food-plots
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/files/2015/01/Huyck-Preserve-017-26fo8i8.jpg
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Farm Bureau’s 
Policy Execution 

Day 
Cub Frisbee, Tioga County 

Farm Bureau President 

Every County Farm Bureau 

participates in an annual 

commonly called Policy Execution Day (PX Day).  

PX Day is a day when Farm Bureau members from 

each county travel to the State Capitol in Albany to 

meet with state legislators.  The goal is to develop 

relationships and help to explain  how the issues of 

the day relate to the agriculture industry. 

Since the population of this state is 98% non-farmer, 

most of our elected representatives are unfamiliar with 

the industry.  Understanding this demographic proves 

the importance of an organization such as Farm 

Bureau!  PX Day allows members to band together 

(there is strength in numbers!) and speak with one 

voice.   

Beginning in August, members at the county level 

begin to develop policy recommendations based on 

relevant issues.  Recommendations become 

resolutions which are acted upon at each county 

annual meeting.  These policies which are the 

backbone of Farm Bureau are determined by a proven 

formula.  Every policy, while born at the county level, 

is discussed at the December Farm Bureau State 

Annual Meeting.  Not all county ideas become policy, 

but from the state meeting evolves our  platform 

which we bring to Albany on PX Day. 

Whenever our members talk to legislators or our 

lobbyist visits with our legislators, the policy that was 

approved at our state annual meeting is the basis for 

the conversations and opinions.  This is the reason 

Farm Bureau is known for being a “grassroots 

organization”.   

While meeting with our own legislators, we offer the 

current Farm Bureau policy to the legislator and 

explain how it will affect us personally on our own 

farms.  We also meet with “adopted legislators” who 

are assigned to each county.  For Tioga County, we 

have one from the Bronx and two from Brooklyn.  

These meetings are critical.  We as farmers, have the 

opportunity to tell our side of our story of  producing 

food but we also have the chance to hear what they 

believe about farmers and the agricultural industry.  

We as farmers and they as consumers need to 

understand each others opinions. 

We’ve gone one step further by hosting our “Urban 

Lawmakers” on our rural Tioga County farms.  We 

have found these visits are a great first step to 

building a working relationship.  Many have never 

been on an active farm, yet they are positioned to 

make decisions that impact farms throughout New 

York State.  They also come to understand that they 

have much to learn about where their food really 

(Continued on page 10) 

Who we are... 
Colleen Mezzano, Program Technician  

The Farm Service Agency implements agricultural policy, 

administers credit and loan programs, and manages 

conservation, commodity, disaster and farm marketing 

programs through a national network of offices.  Both 

Chemung and Tioga Counties are serviced at the Waverly 

office located 109A Chemung Street. 

Mission Statement—Our mission is to deliver timely, 

effective programs and services to America’s farmers and 

ranchers to support them in sustaining our Nation’s vibrant 

agricultural economy, as well as provide first-rate support 

for domestic and international food aid efforts. 

Vision Statement—We shall transform into a more 

diverse and innovative Agency. 

Core Values: 

Quality Service – Providing fair, equitable, and quality 

service to our customers. 

Continuous Improvement – Improving the delivery of 

quality, accessible programs. 

Inclusiveness – Respecting the individual differences and 

diversity of our workforce and our customers. 

Fiscal Stewardship – Being good stewards of taxpayers’ 

dollars. 

Teamwork – Working together to ensure delivery of 

effective and efficient programs. 

Transparency – Making the Agency’s operations more 

open so that the public can learn how FSA delivers its 
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Chemung County Soil & Water 
Conservation District—2014 Ag Tour 

Highlights 

Submitted by: Mark Watts, 
District Manager 

This year’s tour took place 

on September 27th, 2014 

centering around the Town of 

Chemung and beginning  at 

the White  Wagon Boat 

Launch.    The boat launch 

officially opened on May 29, 

2009.  It is owned and   operated by the Chemung County 

Conservancy and is leased to the Town of Chemung.  The 

boat launch includes a 150’ x 12’ x 5’ concrete ramp, a   

kiosk and welcome sign, a large gravel parking lot, a picnic  

shelter and restroom facilities. 

The tour started off at the River Road Soil Slope Project 

and Mr. Watts explained that the road was eroding into the 

slope and required extensive repairs.  The repairs included 

the removal of the entire slope, putting in a new subsurface 

drainage system, compacting the silt with gravel, and 

rebuilding the slope with geo-textiles, a permanent erosion 

control blanket, reinforced soil fill and gravel.  A five-foot 

shoulder with a guard rail was constructed to finish the 

project.  Mr. Watts noted that a local resident allowed them 

to dump the soil that was removed from the site on his 

property, saving money and time.  

Birney’s Vegetable Farm— The first farm visit made this 

day was at  Birney’s Vegetable Farm.  This farm has been 

in the Bernie family for three generations, since Jim’s 

grandfather bought the 15 acre property in 1928.  Mr. 

Birney grows vegetables and fruits, mostly sweet corn and 

potatoes (700 acres) which are sold on site at Birney’s 

Farm Stand.  The stand is known by word-of-mouth only, 

no advertising at all.  For the 15-20 minutes we were at the 

stand 4-5 cars stopped to purchase fresh produce.  Mr. 

Birney remarked that in the late 40’s his grandfather would 

drive the farm’s produce into town on a flat-bed truck and 

make deliveries to people’s homes.  He also noted that his 

father and grandfather were trappers of mink, raccoon, 

muskrat and foxes.  The money they made from the fur 

trade paid the property taxes for the farm. 

Peggy Clark’s Dairy Farm /Grace Farms—Grace Farms 

has been in operation for over 200 years. It has been 

recognized by the State of New York as a bicentennial 

farm. The farm currently milks 150 Jersey Cows which 

produce a richer milk but less of it. The cows all wear 

necklaces with tags that are used to identify them when 

they come into the milking parlor. The parlor is a double, 

four-sided opening parlor that can milk 55 cows per hour.  

Each cow produces, on average, 13 gallons of milk per 

week. A computer provides information for each cow 

regarding daily milk weight (morning and evening) as well 

as the previous day and the total for the week. A couple 

million pounds of milk are produced and shipped every 

year, primarily to Leprino Foods Company, to be used in 

the manufacture of cheese and yogurt.  All of the cows are 

vaccinated for  

Rabies because they are primarily pasture fed and may 

come into contact with skunks and/or raccoons. The farm 

utilizes the county’s plastic’s baler for recycling the 250’ 

(Continued on page 10) 

NY Announces Application Cutoff 
Dates for the Riparian Forest Buffer 
Initiative in the Chesapeake Bay 

Watershed 
Submitted by Erin Paczkowsk, Resource Conservationist 

New York Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) announces March 20, 2015 as the application 

cutoff date for second batching period of the 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 

Riparian Forest Buffer Initiative for Fiscal Year (FY) 2015. 

Applications accepted after March 20, 2015 will be 

considered for funding in FY2016. All applications are 

competitive and are ranked based on national, state and 

locally identified resource priorities and the overall benefit 

to the environment.  

"Forest buffers are an essential part of protecting our water, 

our wildlife and our quality of life, both locally and 

regionally," said State Conservationist Greg Kist. 

"Alongside our partners, we will work throughout the 

Upper Susquehanna watershed to ensure clean water here 

at home and do our part to deliver clean water to the 

Chesapeake Bay as well.”  

This program is part of a larger effort by the U.S. Forest 

Service to protect waterways by adding 900 miles of 

riparian forested buffer in the Chesapeake Bay watershed 

annually. NRCS-NY will help achieve this goal by 

providing funds from the Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program to participants to install riparian forest buffers and 

related conservation practices within the waterway 

corridor.  

If you are interested in applying for an NRCS conservation 

program please visit our web site for information on 

applying at: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/

detail/ny/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs144p2_027058.   

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs144p2_027058
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs144p2_027058
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bags that are used to cover baled hay/feed. Peggy noted that 

it is a real help, and recently they filled two tractor trailers 

with baled plastic from the farm. In 1997 the NCRS 

provided funding and helped Peggy build a manure storage 

facility which allows manure to be easily flushed from the 

barn, weather permitting, for most of the year (March – 

January). Peggy installed curtains and doors in the barn 

which are closed in the winter months to keep the cows 

comfortable. 

Tranquility Acres— Tranquility Acres is owned by David 

and Linda Guindon who are relatively new to Chemung 

County. They moved here from Bear, Delaware in 2003.  

They were drawn to the area by the beautiful scenery. Once 

they were living here they got a few chickens and some 

goats and put in a large vegetable garden for fresh produce.  

They began selling the extra eggs and produce and making 

cheese from the goat’s milk.  However, without a Grade-A 

creamery, they were unable to sell or even share the cheese.  

Mr. Guindon noted that the regulations for a 12 -goat dairy 

creamery are the same as the regulations for a 200 cow 

dairy farm. They decided to construct a building that would 

house a commercial grade kitchen where they can safely 

make jams, sauces, baked goods and fudge, a market space 

for selling these items as well as seasonal produce and 

eggs, goat milk soaps and  lotions, crafts and gift baskets.  

The building will also contain a milking parlor for the goats 

(Continued from page 9) 

comes from and who better to educate them than 

everyday farmers.  If you’re interested in hosting a 

legislator on your farm this summer, send me an email 

at kfrisbie8@aol.com. 

Crestwood Hosts Tioga County Farm Bureau 

Meeting and Tour—Last month, Crestwood Midstream 

Partners LP hosted the Tioga County Farm Bureau at the 

Stagecoach storage facility in Owego for their monthly 

meeting.  Following the business session, Crestwood 

provided lunch, gave a formal presentation about natural 

gas storage and transportation, and then took the group a 

tour of the facility.  

We learned that Crestwood operations and services include 

gathering, compression, treating, processing, storage, 

transportation, marketing of natural gas and crude oil and 

that the Stagecoach facility is limited to serving as a 

“porous” storage and transportation facility.  It consists of 

about  14 miles of naturally porous and permeable 

sandstone strata. The natural gas is stored in the pores and 

fissures of the sandstone, which absorb the gas like a 

sponge and discharge it again when called for by retailers 

like NYSEG. Stagecoach is a bi-directional facility in 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 11) 

ing and  

 days begin to warm. 

Ideally the forecast will also call for snow — snow that 

will push the seed into the ground while also protecting the 

seed from marauding birds. When that snow melts and is 

absorbed into the soil, it also helps pull your seed down 

through the crowns of existing plants, further increasing 

seed-to-soil contact. 

Choose which seed to apply by your expectations for each 

field. Will your athletes be on the field in early spring? 

Then apply the quickly germinating perennial rye at a rate 

of 6 lbs./1000 ft2. If you have fields that won’t be used un-

til June or July, apply Kentucky bluegrass at a rate of 3 to 4 

lbs./1000 ft2. There will be some loss due to seed mortality, 

so these rates are 50% above conventional rates. 

Your IPM benefits? Dormant seeding allows you to avoid 

cultivating the turf when the soil is too soft and wet to 

work. It saves fuel and equipment costs, too. And getting 

this turf management practice out of the way early means 

you’re better set up for the busy field season. Best of all, 

the seeds you apply in winter can germinate two to three 

week earlier than those applied during a conventional 

(Continued from page 7) 

Frost heaving is more extreme on bare soil. Note that the 

effect of frost heaving is reduced on the area covered by 

Do you maintain turf?  Bookmark the Cornell Turfgrass 

Program website:  http://www.hort.cornell.edu/turf/.  

The website is loaded with great resources, up-to-date 

management suggestions, and more.   The home page 

has a link to the free iBook:  Lawn Care--The Easiest 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File%3AFrost_heaving.jpg
http://www.hort.cornell.edu/turf/
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You’re Invited...  
To Share your ideas regarding the  

future of Agriculture  
in Tioga County  

by participating in the  
OPEN HOUSE  

for the 
TIOGA COUNTY AGRICULTURAL & FARMLAND 

PROTECTION PLAN 
March 24, 2015 

7-8:30PM 
Candor Fire Department Community Hall 

74 Owego Road—Candor, NY 
 

Join us at any time during the Open House.   
Visit our stations describing the draft plan and provide your input. 

Talk with your local officials regarding your ideas or concerns  

Sponsored 
by the NYS 
Department 

of Ag & 

 

To Serve 
And 

Strengthen 
Agriculture 

Local Farms, 
Local Food, 
Local People 

Members are at the heart of Farm Bureau, a grassroots-driven organization of 
families and individuals in New York who care about agriculture. 

TIOGA COUNTY 

which gas may be injected and withdrawn through a 

pipeline—it is sort of like a storage unit. Incoming 

gas is first filtered to remove solids and liquids 

ensuring a clean and stable product.  Gas is 

pressurized and then injected into the sand stone.  

Pressure is constantly monitored both in the storage 

facility and pipeline as gas is constantly injected or 

withdrawn depending on production and usage.   

Following the presentation, more than 25 FB 

members donned safety glasses and hard hats as they 

were led through the facility seeing the state-of-the-

art technology that monitors the storage and 

(Continued from page 10) 

John Shaffer, Director of Operations discusses how 
pressure is maintained throughout the storage space 
and along the pipeline. 
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New Pesticides Registered in NYS 

Two new pesticides were registered in January for use in 

most parts of New York.  According to the DEC:    

Kasugamycin in Kasumin 2L was registered on 

January 21, 2015.  Product is labeled for use on pome fruit 

(pre-bloom) to control fire blight. The product is an 

antibiotic fungicide. 

Cyantraniliprole, contained in DuPont Exirel Insect 

Control and DuPont Verimark Insect Control, was 

registered on January 12, 2015.  Products are labeled for 

use on various agricultural and greenhouse crops and are 

both prohibited for use in Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 

The pesticide is a broad spectrum, systemic insecticide, 

and it is toxic to bees, so should be sprayed after bee 

flights have ceased. 

Consult the label and MSDS sheets for these products for 

more technical information. For more information, 

contact NYSDEC's Pesticide Product Registration Section 

at 518-402-8768 or ppr@dec.ny.gov  

Finger Lakes Hops Growers Discussion 

Group 

The Heavily Brewing Company, 2471 Hayes 

Road Montour Falls will hold a grower discussion group 

on March 12th from 6-8pm.  The craft brewing industry is 

growing daily and the NYS Farm Brewery law is 

bolstering a fledging hops growers. To support the new 

hops farmers in the Finger Lakes area, Cornell 

Cooperative Extension of Steuben and Schuyler Counties 

is coordinating the formation of a hops grower’s 

discussion group.   The purpose of this group is to provide 

a forum for discussion amongst the growers in the Finger 

Lakes area to share their knowledge and expertise. 

Growers can ask questions of other hops farmers in the 

region on topics including pests, weed control, growing 

techniques, varietal information, harvesting and much 

more. The discussion group would allow growers to 

connect with one another to share equipment, services, and 

potentially market product together.  

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Steuben and Schuyler 

County invites any current hop grower in the Finger Lakes 

area and Southern Tier to their first discussion group 

meeting March 12th from 6-8pm at Heavily Brewing 

Company in Montour Falls. CCE will share their purpose 

and goals for the hops growers discussion group. CCE will 

survey hops growers about topics of interest. Also, learn 

about the upcoming April 24th Growing Hops for Craft 

Brewing in the Finger Lakes conference that will be held 

in Watkins Glen.  To attend the discussion group, please 

register online here: https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/

FingerLakesHopsGrowers_244 or call CCE Steuben 607-

664-2300 or CCE Schuyler 607-535-7161. Reservations 

are required by March 9th.  

Brassica Farmers—Swede Midge Invasion 

Looming—Grower Input Needed! 

Swede midge, Contarinia nasturtii, is an invasive insect 

pest in the Northeastern US that can cause devastating 

losses to Brassica crops (up to 100%). Given the 

staggering losses caused by the midge and its recent rise in 

damage in the Northeastern US, there is serious need to 

develop sustainable pest management strategies prior to 

the onset of major economic losses. Brassicas are a vital 

crop for Northeastern vegetable growers; New York is the 

top producer for fresh cabbage nationwide, and 2nd in 

processing cabbage (total value of $62 million per year). 

The current major pest management recommendation, 

aside from long and widely-spaced rotations, is to use 

systemic neonicotinoids at planting, followed by weekly 

applications of neonicotinoids. Alternatives to chemicals 

pesticides have not been developed. The long-term goals 

News and Notes for Farmers and Gardeners 

Annual Spring Program Managing Your 
Woodlands—SUNY College of Environmental 

Science and Forestry (ESF) will host a Managing Your 

Woodlands workshop at Marshall Hall on the ESF 

Campus in Syracuse on Saturday, March 21st, 2015.  The 

day will include three speakers on woodland owner topics, 

a luncheon and awards banquet, the Annual Membership 

Meeting and a tour of the ESF Gateway Building. Read 

the program and registration details at: http://

www.nyfoa.org/docs/2015AnnualMeetingProgram.pdf 

Beginner and Backyard Grape Production 

Workshop—Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Finger 

Lakes Grape Program. Will host a workshop on 

March 11th from 6pm -8:30pm at Vince’s Park in 

Seneca Falls.  Have you ever wondered what is 

involved in setting up a small backyard vineyard? 

Are you thinking about starting a small vineyard? Does 

the idea of having fresh locally grown table or wine grapes 

interest you? Learn the keys to successful grape 

production. This introductory level course will focus on 

backyard and beginning small-scale commercial grape 

production. It will be taught by Michael Colizzi of Cornell 

Cooperative Extension’s Finger Lakes Grape Program. 

The class will cover topics such as site selection, site 

preparation, choosing varieties, and what you will need to 

(Continued on page 13) 

Announcements 

mailto:ppr@dec.ny.gov
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/FingerLakesHopsGrowers_244
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/FingerLakesHopsGrowers_244
http://www.nyfoa.org/docs/2015AnnualMeetingProgram.pdf
http://www.nyfoa.org/docs/2015AnnualMeetingProgram.pdf
http://www.nyfoa.org/docs/2015AnnualMeetingProgram.pdf
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do to keep your vines healthy. Cost: $15.00 per family/

farm. To register: You can register online at: https://

reg.cce.cornell.edu/growinggrapes-2_245 or contact Derek 

Simmonds at 315-539-9251 or dcs285@cornell.edu 

Connect Soils to Profits—March 19 @ 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 

$ 5 - $10. This conference features Gabe Brown and Dr. 

Bernard Sweeney sharing information on how you can 

improve your bottom line starting from the ground/soil up. 

Gabe Brown will talk about regenerating the 

landscape through no-till, cover crops, companion crops 

and grazing as well as the economics of doing all this. Ben 

& Dean Jackson of Mt. Glen Farm will talk about how they 

improved cold, wet, heavy soils. Dr. Bernard Sweeney will 

talk about creating healthy streams by understanding how 

the function and the services they provide. Norm Conrad 

will talk about how “Mommy Bloggers” can affect your 

markets and how you can benefit. Talks will be followed 

by an informal pasture walk with the speakers. Held at the 

Wysox Fire hall 111 Lake Road Towanda, PA 18848. 

Please email Emily.dekar@pa.nacdnet.net or call 570-265-

5539 x117.  

Northeast Contract Grazing Summit “Real 

opportunities and perspectives from real grazing 

practitioners and customers”  - Saturday March 28th, 

2015  from 9am to 5pm. Held at the Weaver Family Farm, 

4933 Peterboro Road  Morrisville, NY  13408. A 

homemade lunch made by the Peterboro Amish 

Community Church will be available on-site for a donation 

in support of the community’s school. Pre-registration 

admission is $70 per person or $120 for two from the same 

farm.  Space is limited so get signed up early. For 

information, lodging choices and to register, please call 

Troy Bishopp at the Madison Co SWCD at (315) 824-9849 

Ext. 110 Troy-Bishopp@verizon.net or send in your 

registration to Madison Co. Soil and Water 

Conservation  District, 6503 Wes Rd.  Hamilton, 

N.Y.  13346.  Do you want to start a new grazing business, 

or grow and diversify an existing one?   Are you interested 

in adding value to grazing land without buying 

animals?  Ever consider placing your dairy and beef 

animals with a grazing professional to increase profitability 

or to expand milk/meat sales? Do you want to explore the 

decisions and considerations to running a contract grazing 

business?   

Sustainable Food and Beverages in the Finger Lakes—

Monday, March 30, 2015@7:00 PM  |  Geneva Room / 

Warren Hunting Smith Library. Brian Nicholson, President 

and CEO of Red Jacket Orchards and Laura Winter Falk, 

author of the new book, Culinary History of the Finger 

Lakes, will share perspectives on tourism and sustainable 

food production and consumption in the Finger Lakes. For 

more information, please go to the Finger Lakes 

Community Development Center website. For additional 

details, contact the Finger Lakes Community Development 

Center at 315-781-4559 or email Program Manager, Jim 

Ochterski at ochterski@hws.edu. 

New RAPP website – http://

www.recycleagplastics.css.cals.cornell.edu/  

The Recycling Agricultural Plastics Program, funded 

by NYSDEC, is charged in developing sustainable 

means for New York State farmers to manage their 

used agricultural plastics by recycling, reusing, and 

otherwise minimizing waste from plastics in 

agriculture.  

Visit Cornell’s new Field Crops website at: http://

fieldcrops.org for the latest information on varieties, 

integrated pest management and other resources for a 

successful harvest. 

Online Asian Soybean Aphid Integrated Pest 

Management on Soybeans Course—PMEP Distance 

Learning Center: Partnership with the Pesticide 

Management Education Program and New York State 

Integrated Pest Management.  

This course is to help you learn about integrated pest 

management for Asian soybean aphid on soybeans. The 

course will focus on correct identification, its lifecycle, 

how to sample and monitor for the pest, determine 

economic threshold and management practices that can be 

employed. http://moodle2.cce.cornell.edu/enrol/index.php?

id=210 

Successful completion of this module will earn you 1 

recertification credit for New York State DEC certified 

pesticide applicators in categories 1a, 10, 21, and 23. 

Several other states in the Northeast have approved 

pesticide credits for this course.  

Win a $250 Visa Gift Card By Taking The 

Northeast Farming, Commercial Fishing and 

Forest Products Survey-The purpose of this survey 

is to help Farm Credit East understand what is on 

farmers’ minds and their outlook for 2015 and 

beyond. Anyone engaged in the business of 

agriculture, commercial fishing or forest products 

within the states of Connecticut, Maine, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 

York or Rhode Island is invited to participate. The 

survey will take about 15 minutes to complete and 

does not require any specific numbers – only your 

best estimate. Farm Credit East will use responses 

strictly for statistical purposes and individual results 

will be kept confidential. We plan to report 

statistical results on our website and in a public way, 

but again, all individual responses will remain 

confidential. The contact information provided at the 

end of this survey will be used only for purposes of 

contacting the winner of the drawing. At the close of 

the survey, four names will be drawn to each win a 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 

https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/growinggrapes-2_245
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/growinggrapes-2_245
mailto:dcs285@cornell.edu
mailto:Emily.dekar@pa.nacdnet.net
mailto:Troy-Bishopp@verizon.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TEITx-poIE_TtNShyw-LjiM81YakObluNSPOqK_Egq26oZ4TOQSMYsAzU0FTuwV5GSvsQb5ZWxNMITGkUrtHcwWXC8788uM9aVKqj3K5X4JySmHU3vXquLyUUh0BBbOV7niWRo1Q2WVsLy4ymwmwaCO3fUk_8914e2b93j2e-1QTEzG7UsBo7ryioJBphJgy&c=lTmbpHGZgQr72anXV3KWzTTZinMpISMIo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TEITx-poIE_TtNShyw-LjiM81YakObluNSPOqK_Egq26oZ4TOQSMYsAzU0FTuwV5GSvsQb5ZWxNMITGkUrtHcwWXC8788uM9aVKqj3K5X4JySmHU3vXquLyUUh0BBbOV7niWRo1Q2WVsLy4ymwmwaCO3fUk_8914e2b93j2e-1QTEzG7UsBo7ryioJBphJgy&c=lTmbpHGZgQr72anXV3KWzTTZinMpISMIo
mailto:ochterski@hws.edu
http://www.recycleagplastics.css.cals.cornell.edu/
http://www.recycleagplastics.css.cals.cornell.edu/
http://fieldcrops.org
http://fieldcrops.org
http://moodle2.cce.cornell.edu/enrol/index.php?id=210
http://moodle2.cce.cornell.edu/enrol/index.php?id=210
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Interested in joining 4-H, becoming a leader, or volunteer? 

 

 

In Chemung County, contact: 

Bernadette Raupers 

4-H Resource Educator 

Email:  bir2@cornell.edu 

Phone:  (607) 734-4453 

In Tioga County, contact: 

Autumn Lavine 

4-H Resource Educator 

Email:  aml84@cornell.edu 

Phone:  (607) 687-4020 

$250 Visa gift card. To take the survey: http://

www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1836852/7479b649a3b2  

New York State's agricultural, food, and beverage 

industries are world-class, and are increasingly recognized 

by consumers around the world for safety, quality, and 

innovation. 

In support of those industries, under a program funded 

by New York's Empire State Development 

Corporation, Cornell Cooperative Extension is 

conducting a survey of these businesses' export market 

experience and potential. Please spend just a few 

minutes of your time completing the questionnaire at 

this link: 

https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?

SID=SV_6Mdj6plosZdlTAF 

Your participation will help set priorities for export 

development for New York State agencies, industry 

associations, and Cornell Cooperative Extension in the 

years to come. If you have questions or comments about 

this survey or about CCE's Export Development Project, 

please contact Jim Manning, Export Development Project 

Manager at jpm277@cornell.edu or (315) 272-9529. 

The Northeastern IPM Center recently hosted a 

discussion on the topic of pollinators in a live-streamed 

web event: "Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and 

Pollinators: What is the appropriate role for IPM on 

the issue of pollinators?" The Nor theastern IPM 

Center invited speakers from the USDA Agricultural 

Research Service, the Natural Resources Defense Council, 

USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, and the 

US Environmental Protection Agency. In the recording, 

panelists provide an update on current issues surrounding 

pollinator health. They share facts about pollinators and 

pollinator decline, and give some thought to the role that 

the integrated pest management community, as well as 

scientific experts, public officials, and citizens, should take 

to address it. The event took place November 12, 2014, as 

part of the Northeastern IPM Center Advisory Council 

meeting in the Washington, D.C. area. Over 300 people 

viewed the live-stream event. View the web broadcast 

(Continued from page 13) 

Subscription 
Newsletters are emailed as a pdf file.  You must have Adobe Reader installed to be able to open the newsletter.  Adobe 
Reader is available free for download at http://get.adobe.com/reader/. 

First Name: ______________________ Last Name: _________________ Email: _____________________________  

Street: ____________________________ City: ___________________ State: ________ Zip: __________________  

 Add me to your electronic mailing list!  (There is no charge for an electronic copy of the newsletter) 

 Please mail me a printed copy of your monthly newsletter! (Please enclose a check or money order payable to 

Tioga CCE for $12.00 to cover printing and postage. 

 I am a farmer (I raise / grow / produce _____________________________________ )   I am a home gardener 
 

Please mail this form, and payment if printed copy is requested, to:   
CCE Tioga; c/o Michele Kline; 56 Main Street; Owego, NY  13827 

 
 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1836852/7479b649a3b2
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1836852/7479b649a3b2
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_6Mdj6plosZdlTAF
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_6Mdj6plosZdlTAF
mailto:jpm277@cornell.edu
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QR tags are growing in popularity. Sponsors are using 

them to direct interested customers to their websites. 

We will create the tag for you, link it to the website of 

your choice, and email you the tag for use on your 

own materials. If you have a smart phone, try down-

loading a free scanning “app” (i.e. AT&T Code Scan-

ner) and scan this one. 

Dimensions Annual Price  

Quarter Page (plus 20 copies printed per month for your distribution) 

□ 5 
1
/4” tall x 4” wide ........................$500 

Eighth Page 

□ 2 
1
/2” tall x 4” wide ........................$300 

Business Card 

□ 2” tall x 3 
1
/2” wide ........................$100 

Ad a “Quick Response” (QR) tag to any ad 

□ 1.5” x 1.5” .....................................$50 

To sponsor our newsletter, please select size, dimensions and cost above.  Include form with payment. 

Total Cost $ ________ (Checks payable to: CCE Tioga) 

 Please email exact size JPEG or PDF to ms328@cornell.edu. Include the word sponsorship in the subject line. 

 Questions? E-MAIL: ms328@cornell.edu or Call 607.687.4020 

Remit advertisement, form, and payment to:   

Your sponsorship will allow us to print and mail our newsletter to our growing mailing list. All issues will be available online.   

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Chemung & Tioga Counties 

SPONSORSHIP 

Name ____________________________ _____________________________ Company _______________________ 

Address _________________ _____________________________ _______ City ___________ State ____ Zip _____ 

See your Name, Logo, and/or Slogan Here!! 

 
 

56 Foote Crossing Road 

Candor, NY 

(607) 760-1957 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A CORNELL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION NEWSLETTER FOR FARMERS AND GARDENERS IN CHEMUNG AND TIOGA COUNTIES 

 
 

Do you have questions or comments? 
 

Agriculture in Tioga County:  
Michele Kline 

(607) 687-4020 Ext. 319 
ms328@cornell.edu 

 
Horticulture in Tioga County:   

Barb Neal 
(607) 687-4020 Ext. 304 

ban1@cornell.edu 
 

Agriculture and Horticulture in Chemung County: 
Jabe Warren 

(607) 734-4453 

jew223@cornell.edu 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020 


