
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H  MEAT  ANIMAL  SALE  PROGRAM  POLICY 

MISSION STATEMENT:  Training Tomorrow’s Leaders Today to raise the best quality animal by teaching the 4-Her decision making, 
herdsmanship, ethical behavior, marketing and communication skills while utilizing parents and leaders for guidance. 

  

1.  The only animals sold at fair are raised by a 4-Her as their market animal project. The 4-Her must sell a blue or red ribbon animal 
of their choice. All animals that go through the sale become the property of the buyer. No animals may be swapped. 
2  Only one animal per species may be sold in the Meat Animal Sale unless the 4-Her has both the grand and reserve champion in 
the same species-they both must sell in the Meat Animal Sale. Market Poultry will be sold as a pen of 2 birds. Market goats will sell 
by the head. If the 4-H’er brings an animal to the fair as a project market animal, it must be sold provided it meets all the requirements 
of the program it is in.  For 4-H’ers with more than one animal per species, see rule #6. 
3.  Commissions will be determined by Meat Animal Sale Committee to reflect market, economic and sale expenses. For year 2023, 
commission on all animals sold in the Meat Animal Sale is 6 percent. 
4.  Ribbons will be awarded in all market animal classes (beef, sheep, swine, poultry, and goats) by the designated judge for each 
species. Ribbons will be awarded based on quality and proper finish at the time of the show. 
Blue - Excellent:    Red - Good:     White- Possible No Sale 
⇒  Youth who receive a white ribbon for the meat animal that they may be selling in the Meat Animal Sale will receive a         

warning for their first offense. The youth and their family will meet with the Meat Animal Sale committee and the respective 
animal project committee to discuss better methods for raising an animal that is properly finished.  

 If a youth receives a second white ribbon for an animal of the same species the next consecutive year on the animal that was 
intended to go through the Meat Animal Sale, they will not be eligible to sell their animal at the Sale.  

Example: Jimmy Smith Raises a market hog in the 2023 4-H year. The judge gives Jimmy’s hog a white ribbon based on the finish of his 
hog on show day. Jimmy is allowed to sell his hog this year. Jimmy joins the hog project the next year and again receives a white ribbon. 
He is not eligible to sell his animal in the meat animal sale but may sell it at the conclusion of the Meat Animal Sale and arrange slaughter 
and trucking for that animal if necessary. Jimmy tries to raise a hog for the third year and again receives a white ribbon. The cycle begins 
again, and he may sell his animal in the sale.   
5.  Youth are encouraged to be present for both their show and sale day. If a youth is not present for show day and/or sale day their 
animal will be sold at the conclusion of the entire sale. The youth may choose to sell their animal outside of 4-H and    arrange their 
own slaughter and trucking arrangements.  
6.  Market animals not sold in the Meat Animal Sale are to be released Sunday July 21st at 3 PM. Youth must make their own 
slaughter and trucking arrangements for these animals. ONLY meat animal sale animals will be loaded on Sunday morning going 
to the respective processor. No exceptions.  
7.  Animals purchased through the Meat Animal Sale and donated back for resale will be sold at the end of that species. The original 
buyer must state that they donate the animal back for resale to benefit an animal species, 4-H Meat Animal Sale, 4-H General 
fund, endowment etc. The resale buyer’s money goes to where the original buyer designates. The resale buyer gets the 
animal. 
8. . The sale order for each species will go as followed: Grand Champion first, Reserve Champion second, and the rest in a lottery 
system. 4-H Committees must select sale order immediately following their show and submit the sale order to the 4-H Office. 
9.  All market animals are to be weighed in once for their qualifying weight. See species handbook for qualifying weights on each 
species. The animals will be sold at this weight.  
10.  With all 4-H Animal Science Projects, there is an inherent risk involved. Cornell Cooperative Extension, its employees, and 
volunteers assume no responsibility for any loss or damage. Animals left on premises by the buyer after closing of the barn are done 
so at the sole risk of the buyer. 
11.  The possibility exists that health issues or other concerns may arise after the sale and before the slaughter of the animal. If this 
happens, the buyer(s) are at risk and will have the authority to make decisions regarding the treatment of the animal.  The Meat 
Animal Sale Committee will make every effort to protect the well-being of animals sold through the Meat Animal Sale Auction. 
12.  Once the gavel falls, the bidder becomes the owner, and the seller becomes the caregiver until the animal leaves the    
fairgrounds on Sunday following the sale.  The buyer is responsible for the trucking of the animal from the fairground as based 
upon the directions on the sale receipt. The price per pound paid that is above the current market price is considered to be a 
charitable donation and is tax deductible.  
13.  Any situation that does not meet above criteria (1-12) must be brought to the attention of Meat Animal Sale Committee and will 
be dealt with on a case-by- case basis and voted on by secret ballot. 

MEAT ANIMAL SALE PARTICIPANTS 
If you plan to donate proceeds from the sale of your market animal-you must get a “Charitable Donation Form” from your adult 
barn superintendent at the Fair. This form must be turned into the 4-H Office prior to the sale-WHEN SALE ORDER IS 
DRAWN. You must bring the following information with you to fair to complete form: percent of donation, name of charitable 
organization, and the complete address of charity. If form is not completely filled out- the donation will not be deducted from 
your check-you will be responsible to send it on your own. 
 


