
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Chautauqua County 

Board of Directors – Meeting Minutes 
January 30, 2023 

2:00 PM 

Noble Winery, 8630 Hard Scrabble Road; Westfield, NY 

Tour of the winery 

Meet and Greet Activity 

Meeting was called to order by Vice President Ron Almeter at 3:19 pm. 

 

Members present: Ron Almeter, Dan Heitzenrater, Alyssa Porter, Jeff Miller, Pat Walker, Chad 

Buck, George Haffenden, Camille Rosado, Randy Henderson, Patty Benton 

 

Excused members:  Suzanne Fassette-Wright, John Hemmer 

 

Absent members: Diane Hovey, Louis Smith, Jan Schauman, Dan Pavlock 

 

CCE Staff: Emily Reynolds, Darcy Cramer, Lindsey Crisanti, Molly Brown, Cassandra Skal, 

Shannon Rinow, Lisa Kempisty, Molly Harvey, Mary Ryder, Wendy Alexander, Lucy Conti 

Regional team members, Amy Barkley, Margie Lund, Katelyn Miller, Jennifer Phillips-Russo 

 

Approval of Minutes.  Chad proposed a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the 

November 28th meeting as presented, Dan seconded the motion.10 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion passed. 

 

Election of Officers: 

Ron nominated George for Treasurer, Seconded by Jeff, 10 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion passed. 

Alyssa nominated Suzanne for Secretary, Seconded by Jeff.  10 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion 

passed. 

Patty nominated Randy for Vice- President, Seconded by Ron, 10 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion 

passed. 

George nominated Ron Almeter for President, Seconded by Randy Henderson, 10 Ayes, 

0 Nays. Motion passed. 

 

Finance Committee report given by George, Emily and Darcy Cramer.   



Dan proposed a motion to accept the financials pending annual review, Chad seconded the 

motion. Motion carried: 10 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion passed. 

 

Executive Director’s presentation given by Emily Reynolds (attached). 

NO Legislative Report  

Program Committee Reports 

4-H reported by (Lindsey Crisanti)  

Green Tie Affair Sunday, February 26th at Chautauqua Suites. Need pies for the pie 

auction. This event is the biggest fundraising for 4 H.                                              

Working on Leaf Jr. classes and a Career Exploration Program with program committee 

Hosting a meat quality seminar on March 15th 

 

• Agriculture (Ron Almeter and Jeff Miller) January 19 meeting. 

Vegetable Growers Meeting February 10th in Clymer.  

Lisa Kempisty - CCE working on Farm to School with BOCES, teaching in 7 schools in 

the county. 

Molly Brown doing Ag Literacy week March 20th through March 24th. The book is about 

tomatoes. Will need volunteer readers specially for the North County. 

Amy Barkley SWNYDLFC team holding a Forage and Pasture Management workshop 

on February 25th, at pioneer High School, Yorkshire, NY.  

County planning update on Ag effects on review cycle. 

Lake taxing district discussion for cleaning up lake, pushed back to legislature.  

Cassandra Skal 19 LEAF classes starting soon.  

 

• Master Gardeners (Shannon Rinow) 

19 applicants for the upcoming Master Gardener class training. It will be a distance 

learning class in conjunction with CCE Cattaraugus County from February 8th through 

May 20th.  

Plant sale planned for Saturday, May 20th.  

Local plant newsletter starting with a section “Ask a Master Gardener” with tips and 

tricks. 

Meeting with JCC about the Rooftop Garden project. 

Demo gardens this summer in conjunction with LEAF workshops on Composting for the 

National Composting Week in May. 

 

Community Partner Updates 



• Chamber of Commerce 

Currently working to connect all businesses to what they have to offer and learning what 

businesses need that could be offered by the Chamber,  

Looking at building new relationships specifically with Agricultural businesses 

Planning a full spring/summer of activities 

 

Old Business 

Constitution review – waiting to meet with SES 

New Business  

Motion by Pat to approve 2023 Standard Operating Procedures, 2023 Appointments and 

Authorizations, and 2023 Board Operating Guidelines, seconded by Dan 10 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion 

passed. 

 

Motion by George to approve write off of bad debt, $110.00 against 4-H enrollment and $105.00 

against 4-H horse program, seconded by Randy. 10 Ayes, 0 Nays. Motion passed. 

 

Committee sign up:  

Personnel: Jeff, Alyssa, Dan, Pat, Ron 

Finance: George, Randy, Ron, Chad, Camille, Patty 

 

Additions to Agenda 

United Way Board Members training February 16th in the evening. 

FarmNet mental health first aid training March 14th, 8:00AM to 5:00PM, class is full.   

 

 

Announcements: 

Next regular board meeting will be, March 6, 2023, Carnahan Center, JCC Jamestown, Orientation at 6 

pm, meeting at 7:00 pm, via zoom 

 

Adjournment:  Motion made by Chad, Randy provided a second.  Meeting adjourned at 4:10 

PM.  


