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43RD ANNUAL LI AGRICULTURAL FORUM

The Long Island Agricultural Forum is a two-day educational program for all those in the 
agriculture and ornamental horticulture industries. The Planning Committee has endeav-
ored to develop a program that addresses the current needs of these industries as they 
pertain to Long Island. 
 
REGISTRATION
 
Early Registration (on or before January 3):  
$55 per person.  
 
Registration beginning January 4 through the day of the event:  
$70 per person. 
 
You must stop by the registration desk to sign in and receive your name tag, sign 
up for pesticide credits, and receive other necessary paperwork before proceeding 
to the Trade Show and educational sessions. 
 
NOTE: PERSONS WITHOUT NAME TAGS WILL NOT BE ADMITTED INTO THE 
EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS.
 
TRADE SHOW
 
Conference attendees are encouraged to attend the Trade Show in the Health and  
Wellness Center prior to the start of the program, and at coffee and lunch breaks.
 
Show Hours: January 10: 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM & January 11: 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM
 
LUNCH
 
Lunch will be served in the Health and Wellness Center/Trade Show where there will be 
seating available. Bagged lunches will be provided by Peconic Cafe for $13. You must 
pre-order lunch at the time of registering. Tickets will be handed out the day of the event 
to those who purchased lunch in advance. Please note that the college cafeteria will 
not be open the days of the event and if a lunch was not pre-purchased you will 
have to go offsite for food.



PESTICIDE RECERTIFICATION CREDITS
 
Pesticide recertification credits will be offered at most sessions. To obtain credits  
you must bring your Pesticide Applicator ID Card with you, sign in at the  
registration table prior to the educational sessions, and attend the entire session.

 
DIRECTIONS TO SUFFOLK COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

EASTERN CAMPUS
 
From Western LI: Proceed on LIE (495) to Exit 70 (Manorville). Make right turn onto CR 
111. Continue 4 miles to CR 51. Make a left onto 51 and continue 3 miles until you reach 
Speonk-Riverhead Road. Make a right turn; college is on the right. At the welcome sign 
turn right towards the rear of the campus and parking lots 4 and 5.
 
From Orient Point: Proceed West on SR 25 approx. 25 miles to Rt. 105. Make a left 
onto Rt. 105 S. Continue 2 miles to Rt. 24 (1st light). Turn right and travel 1.3 miles on 
Rt. 24 North to CR 51 (1/10 mile past the circle). Make a left onto 51 S and continue 2.8 
miles until you reach Speonk-Riverhead Road. Make a left turn; college is on the right.  
At the welcome sign turn right towards the rear of the campus and parking lots 4 and 5.
 
From Montauk Point: Take Montauk Hwy. to Sunrise Hwy. Proceed on Sunrise to Exit 
62 and take County Rd. 51 North to Speonk-Riverhead Road. Make a right; college is  
on the right. At the welcome sign turn right towards the rear of the campus and parking 
lots 4 and 5.

Montaukett 
Building

Shinnecock 
Building

Health and Wellness Center

Location
Registration 
Trade Show 

Lunch



WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2024 

 

GENERAL SESSON 
Shinnecock Building, Room 101
Wednesday, 8:30 – 10:30 AM 

Introduction and Welcome Address
Suffolk County Executive, invited

State and Federal Policy Updates 
NY Farm Bureau, Ashley Oeser, Associate Director Public Policy Division

Policy and legislation changes have the potential to greatly impact your businesses.  
This presentation will cover updates on the local, state, and federal level.

What You Need to Know About Avian Influenza
Jordan Kalish, DVM, Avian Program Manager, NYS Department of Agriculture  
and Markets

This presentation will review avian influenza and what biosecurity practices can help  
to minimize the risk of outbreaks and protect your and your neighbors’ birds.

Overtime Tax Credit
Deborah Spence, NYS Department of Ag & Markets

This presentation will cover the overtime tax credit, and what you need to know to take 
advantage of it.

Best Management Practices for Protecting Pollinators in Agriculture
Ellen Topitzhofer, Senior Extension Associate, Cornell University 

Protecting pollinators is an important consideration for all in agriculture and horticul-
ture.  Learn about best practices for pollinator protection and health and how to reduce 
pesticide risks to pollinators.  How to understand bee warnings on pesticide labels, best 
practices for pesticide use and application, choosing pesticides, and other practices for 
pollinator health will be covered. 
 
What You Need to Know About PFAS and Your Farm
Mariam Taleb, PhD, Crop Production Program Manager, Maine Organic  
Growers Association
Contamination of farmland with PFAS, or 'forever chemicals', has become a growing 
concern recently.  Learn more about what these chemicals are, where they come from, 
how they ended up on farmland, what the risks are, and what you can do about them.

What’s New from Industry



 
 
TRADE SHOW/COFFEE BREAK 
Health and Wellness Center 
Wednesday, 10:30 – 11:00 AM
 
 
VITICULTURE SESSION
Montaukett Building, Room 108
Wednesday, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM  
 
Welcome and What’s New from Industry 
Alice Wise, Viticulture Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County 
 
Vinegar, Nail Polish and Fruit Flies
Wendy McFadden-Smith, PhD, Tender Fruit and Grape IPM Specialist, Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs

This presentation will cover late season sour rot -- what it is, how it is manifested, why 
it is important, and its impacts on yield, fruit quality and wine quality are. Decades of 
research on a range of sour rot control measures will be reviewed.

Control of Powdery Mildew Fruit Infection on Long Island
Bryan Hed, Research Technologist in Grape Pathology, Penn State University 

This presentation will be a discussion of powdery mildew fruit infections and will include 
efficacy of cultural practices, weather that promotes infection, varietal susceptibility, 
efficacy/timing of spray materials and more.

Potential Non-Chemical Options for Managing Late Season Bunch Rots in NY 
Vineyards: A More Sustainable Approach?
Hans Walter-Peterson, Senior Viticulture Extension Specialist,  
Finger Lakes Grape Program

This presentation will review the results from an experiment using a UV light generating 
sprayer and its efficacy for control of sour rot and other vineyard pests.  Additional treat-
ments using early leaf removal and the post-infection organic fungicide Oxidate will be 
included. Sprayer specs, timing of tractor passes and more will be addressed. 



VEGETABLE SESSION
Shinnecock Building, Room 101
Wednesday, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Welcome and What’s New from Industry
Sandra Menasha, Vegetable/Potato Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension  
of Suffolk County

Balancing Pest Management and Pollinators to Optimize Cucurbit Production
Ashley Leach, PhD, Ohio State University, Entomology Department 

Ashley Leach will discuss elements to consider when developing pest management pro-
grams in pollinator-dependent cucurbit systems. This will include significant consideration 
for top cucurbit pests like squash bug and striped cucumber beetles. 
  
The Data-Driven Farmers Market: Using POS Systems to Inform Market Practices 
Matt LeRoux, Extension Associate, Cornell University

Farms have the opportunity to increase profits within the fixed hours of a farmers market 
by increasing customer spending. Point of Sale technology, like the Square app, allows 
the collection and study of detailed customer transaction data. Learn about the findings 
of a multi-year study conducted at farmers markets in NY. We will share the results from 
statistical analysis and their implications for farms selling fruit, vegetables and/or meat at 
markets and looking for ways to increase daily sales. 
 
Vegetable Disease Management Updates 
Christine Smart, PhD, Vegetable Pathologist, Cornell AgriTech

2023 was a difficult year for vegetable production. Common diseases included Alternaria 
in brassica crops, powdery mildew on many crops, and Phytophthora on cucurbits and 
peppers. This talk with highlight data from field trials and recommendations for disease 
management.

Not Exotic Enough: Worst Vegetable Pests of 2023
Dan Gilrein, Entomologist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

This presentation will cover some of the more troublesome - including some unexpect-
ed - pests in vegetable production around Long Island in 2023. Infrequent migrants 
pickleworm, harlequin bug, beet armyworm and Hawaiian beet webworm were at very 
damaging levels in some locations. Western flower thrips, aphids and two-spotted spider 
mites were also high in some crops. Biology and control options (cultural, insecticides, 
etc.) will be discussed.

 



 
GREENHOUSE SESSION
Health and Wellness Center, Room 108
Wednesday, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
 
Welcome and Introduction
Nora Catlin, Agriculture Program Director and Floriculture Specialist, Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Suffolk County 
 
Biocontrol 101
Elizabeth Lamb, PhD, Ornamentals IPM Coordinator, NYS IPM Program
John Sanderson, PhD, Professor Emeritus, Cornell University

This session will review the basics of biological control in greenhouses, controlled 
environment agriculture, and high tunnels, with a focus on floriculture crops.Participants 
will learn what biocontrol is, how to get started, and what is important to know when you 
incorporate biocontrols into your pest management strategies.  
 
What’s New from Industry

 
LUNCH and VISIT TRADE SHOW (Door prizes at 1:30 PM)
Health and Wellness Center
Wednesday, 1:00 – 2:30 PM

 
AGRICULTURE STEWARDSHIP SESSION
Shinnecock Building, Room 101
Wednesday, 2:30 – 4:30 PM 

Welcome and Introduction
Emily Lindback, Agriculture Stewardship Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension  
of Suffolk County

Effects of Arbuscular Mycorrhizal Fungi Inoculants on Yield and Nutrient  
Acquisition of Sweet Corn on Long Island, New York
Emily Lindback, Agricultural Stewardship Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension  
of Suffolk County

Arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi (AMF) are fungi that have a mutualistic relationship with 
most agricultural crops including corn. The fungi colonize plant roots and spread hyphae 
into the soil, increasing surface area in the soil as well as the plant’s absorption potential 
of nutrients and water. In return, AMF receive photosynthates, sugar, from the plant. AMF 
are found naturally in soil, but recently commercial AMF products have become popular. 

(continuted on next page)



This study tested 3 commercial mycorrhizal fungi products and two nitrogen rates in 
sweet corn on Long Island to determine if AMF provide any benefits to the grower or  
the environment. The effect of AMF on nitrate leaching will also be discussed. 

Local Services Offered
Corey Humphrey, District Manager, Suffolk County Soil and Water Conservation District

This talk will provide a “Who We Are & What We Do” at the Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District including a brief overview of technical assistance, conservation planning, 
programs, cost share and funding opportunities.  
 
Joanna Pontino, Acting County Executive Director, Farm Service Agency (FSA)

Pontino will discuss FSA programs including, NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program), ELAP (Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program), farm loans, and acreage reporting
 
Liz Camps, District Conservationist, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)

This presentation will give an overview of programs offered at NRCS and how growers 
can enroll.

Keeping it Covered: Maximizing Cover Crop Benefits in a Diverse Cropping Rotation 
Kristen Loria, Extension Support Specialist, Cornell Sustainable Cropping Systems Lab

Cover crops have the potential to improve soil health and productivity, reduce input costs 
and minimize harmful environmental externalities on your farm. However, the many 
choices for cover crop species and their management can be hard to navigate, especially 
on a diversified farm. We will talk about selecting the best cover crops based on your 
farm goals and constraints, and highlight new resources and decision support tools from 
the Northeast Cover Crops Council to help guide your cover cropping decisions.
 
Effects of Cover Crops and Organic Amendments on Soil Fertility Following  
Anaerobic Soil Disinfestation (ASD)
Kathleen Arrington, Postdoctoral Scholar, Penn State

Anaerobic Soil Disinfestation (ASD) is a biological treatment that can suppress pests, 
pathogens, and weeds in vegetable production. The treatment requires a carbon source 
for the soil microbial community to sustain the anaerobic conditions. The carbon source 
can be supplied from on the farm, such as cover crops or manure, or from locally 
available organic waste products, such as molasses or wheat middlings. Characteris-
tics of the carbon source, particularly the ratio of carbon to nitrogen affects the nutrient 
dynamics during the ASD treatment and for the following vegetable crop. We will discuss 
two experiments in central Pennsylvania, one in the open field with winter cover crops, 
a spring ASD treatment and summer tomatoes; and one in a high tunnel with organic 
amendments, an early fall ASD treatment and fall lettuce. 

What’s New from Industry



 
TRANSITIONING TO ORGANIC
Health and Wellness Center, Room 108
Wednesday, 2:30 – 4:30 PM  
 
Welcome and What’s New from Industry
Ms. Eve Kaplan-Walbrecht, Garden of Eve Organic Farm, Riverhead, NY

Why Organic? Business Opportunities for Organic Producers on Long Island
Local Farmers and Buyers

Sales of organic food reached a record high of $56.4 billion in 2020 and this rising trend 
is anticipated to continue. Hear about the business and sales opportunities available to 
organic producers on Long Island from retail and wholesale perspectives.

Overview of the Certification Process
Bert  J. Olechnowicz, Certification Director,  NOFA-NY Certified Organic LLC

An organic inspector will walk you through the different parts of the application to become 
certified, and explain some of the information you will want to collect to be ready to 
complete it. They will address common questions about the transitional period, record-
keeping, inspections, and more.  

Transition Time: How to Navigate Risks, Marketing, and Making a Profit While 
Transitioning to Organic Certification 
Walter Gaipa, Marion Gardens, Orient, NY

Marion Gardens transitioned from a conventional operation, to a “split” operation with 
both certified organic and conventional production, and later transitioned entirely to certi-
fied organic. Walter will discuss the logistics of the “split” operation, costs and benefits. 

Moderated Roundtable: Everything You’ve Always Wanted to Know About Organic 
Certification but Were Afraid to Ask
Eve Kaplan-Walbrecht, Moderator, Garden of Eve Organic Farm, Bert  J. Olechnowicz, 
Certification Director,  NOFA-NY Certified Organic LLC, and LI Organic Transition Project 
Farmer Mentors.

Bring your burning questions… and answers as we discuss producing, selling, and grow-
ing organic. You’ll be the one determining the direction of this conversation. 

Post-Session One-on-One Coaching with Organic Mentors of the LI Organic  
Transition Project  

Sign up for one 15 minute slot to get free, personalized support around your exploration 
of becoming certified organic.



SMALL FRUIT/TREE FRUIT
Montaukett Building, Room 108
Wednesday, 2:30 PM – 4:30 PM  
 
Welcome and What’s New from Industry 
Jared Dyer, Entomology Associate, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

Tree and Small Fruit Research Updates from Geneva 
Kerik Cox, PhD, Associate Professor, Tree Fruit Pathology, Cornell University

The talk will cover the newest research efforts on alternative disease management 
practices for fungal disease management of tree and small fruit. Focus will be given to 
new research on integrating biopesticides with single sites fungicides to reduce reliance 
on multi-site protectant fungicides. Best use practices for disease forecasting models will 
also be discussed.

Variety and Production Advances for a Changing Berry Industry 
Courtney Weber, PhD, Professor, Berry Breeding and Genetics, Cornell University

The talk will discuss and show examples of new options in production practices including 
substrate culture, protected agriculture, long cane production and new varieties of berries 
that are adapted to new systems. Additionally, the talk will discuss discuss the advantag-
es as well as pitfalls and pest management challenges for these systems and relate to 
more traditional outdoor production practices.

Considerations in Choosing New Apple Varieties to Plant 
Susan Brown, PhD, Professor, Apple Breeding, Cornell University

While the availability of new apple varieties to trial has never been more abundant, 
information on the weaknesses of these varieties is often lacking. The talk will describe 
some of the popular new varieties and highlight challenges in diseases and disorders. 
The speaker will also discuss new diseases that are becoming problematic and should be 
considered in your choice of varieties. 

 



THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2024 

 
 
GENERAL SESSION  
Shinnecock Building, Room 101
Thursday, 8:30 – 10:30 AM
 
What’s New from Industry 
 
Updates from NYSDOL
Geovanny Trivino, Agriculture Labor Program Supervisor, NYS Department of Labor
 
Hear updates and announcements from NYS DOL.

H2A Program Updates
Nano A. Bustamante, Assistant District Director, U.S. Department of Labor,  
Wage & Hour Division

Learn about updates and changes to the H2A Program.

NY Farm Labor – Updates and Tips
Richard Stup, PhD, Agricultural Workforce Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Hear the latest tips and updates on New York agricultural labor issues and learn about 
research into how farms are adapting in a tough labor market from the Cornell Ag Work-
force Development Program

What You Need to Know About Collective Bargaining and Unionization
Hilary Moreira, Bond, Schoeneck and King PLLC

Agricultural labor unions can be a complex issue.  Learn what you need to know about 
the law and how to communicate with your employees.
 
 
TRADE SHOW/COFFEE BREAK 
Health and Wellness Center 
Thursday, 10:30 – 11:00 AM



NURSERY SESSION
Montaukett Building, Room 108
Thursday, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Welcome and What’s New from Industry
Mina Vescera, Nursery Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

Trio of Tree Troubles – New Diseases Alert
Margery Daughtrey, PhD, Sr. Extension Associate, Cornell University

Margery will cover three new tree diseases the nursery/landscape industries need to be 
aware of: vascular streak dieback, laurel wilt, and beech leaf disease.  The host range 
and biology of the pathogens and the symptoms of the diseases will be described where 
known. Results of experiments to date on management of these problems will be shown. 
Thus far we have not seen vascular streak dieback or laurel wilt on Long Island, but they 
are present in the southern United States. Beech leaf disease, a new nematode leaf gall 
disease known to have been here for at least 5 years, is now widespread on Long Island.

Close Encounters of the Worst Kind: Aliens at the Gate
Dan Gilrein, Extension Entomologist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

This presentation will review the status of some invasive nursery pests, including  
some now on Long Island and others nearby including spotted lanternfly, box tree moth, 
emerald ash borer, hemlock woolly adelgid, elm zigzag sawfly, southern pine beetle,  
and others. Some management tactics will be discussed as well with any remaining time 
for Q & A.

Pesticide Dynamics When Recycling Irrigation Return Flow
Shital Poudyal, Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist, Utah State University

Runoff generated from landscape nursery operations contains agrochemicals such as 
pesticides and fertilizers, which, if released off-site, may pollute the environment. While 
retaining and recycling runoff may be a practical solution, growers' concerns about the 
potential negative impact of residual pesticides on crop growth and quality still impede its 
adoption. Dr. Poudyal will discuss trials conducted that assessed the impact of irrigating 
with recycled runoff water on growth and physiology of nursery crops.

Nursery Research Updates – Chlorosis Trials on Grasses, Nitrogen Rate Trials for 
California Privet
Mina Vescera, Nursery/Landscape Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension  
of Suffolk County

Mina will summarize research results from trials conducted during the 2024 growing sea-
son. A 3-yr trial evaluating fertilizer rates for California privet and year two of preventing 
and correcting chlorosis of ornamental warm-season native grasses will discussed. 

 



BEGINNING FARMER SESSION
Shinnecock Building, Room 101
Thursday, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Welcome and What’s New from Industry
Jacqueline Wilson, Stewardship Manager, and Dan Heston, Director of Agricultural 
Programs, Peconic Land Trust

As a Beginning Farmer We Just Learned To Grow It, How Do We Sell It?
Leslie Howard, Farm Manager, Priscilla’s Farm, Southold, NY

In this 30 minute presentation attendees will hear about how to start up a small organic 
farm and make it profitable. Leslie will focus on the farm’s CSA model, selling at farmer’s 
markets, and farmstand sales.

Community Supported Agriculture: Creative Solutions Abound
Lauren Kaplan, Farmer Training Program Manager, Glynwood Center for Regional Food 
and Farming

How do you attract the right CSA members for your farm – and then keep them coming 
back? In this presentation, we’ll discuss creative solutions to common challenges in 
growing for and marketing your community supported agriculture shares – whether you’re 
growing for 25 members or 700. This session is appropriate for both farmers who are 
currently running a CSA and those who are still considering whether the CSA model is  
for them. 

Customizable Boxes – Why and How We Make it Work
John Zilnicki, Zilnicki Farms, Riverhead, NY

Zilnicki Farms was founded in the early 1980s by John and Helen Zilnicki as a pre-
dominantly potato and cabbage farm. In the 1990s, as the next generation took over, 
greenhouses were added with cut flowers and vegetables as the market for potatoes 
shifted away from Long Island. In 2019, the CSA had its first year. Hear about the unique 
CSA approach where customizable boxes are offered to members each week. John will 
discuss how the system works as well as the challenges and successes over the years. 

 



AQUACULTURE SESSION
Health and Wellness Center, Room 108
Thursday, 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Welcome and What’s New from Industry
Harrison Tobi, Aquaculture Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

How Do Oyster Cages Influence the Fish Community in the Peconic Bays
Lucas Wong, Master’s Student, Stony Brook University

On Long Island, NY, aquaculture is a rapidly growing industry. Aquaculture operations on 
Long Island use floating and benthic gear to culture their livestock, primarily the eastern 
oyster, resulting in more structure in the water. The structure provided by the aquaculture 
gear attracts fish, however, it is unknown which species are attracted to the cages and 
if there is a difference in species composition between floating or benthic cages. This 
research investigates what species assemblages might be associated with the different 
gear types using video collected over the field season of 2023.

Oyster Bay’s Shellfish Hatchery: Restoring Shellfish Populations
Tim Gilmartin, Senior Biologist, Town of Oyster Bay

A comprehensive overview of Oyster Bay’s shellfish restoration journey. Oyster Bay is 
committed to increasing shellfish populations in the harbor, and currently operates a 
nursery that facilitates the growth of millions of oysters and clams every year. To support 
its restoration efforts, the town has an ambitious goal of establishing its own shellfish 
hatchery. This marks a significant transition, and the presentation will delve into the 
town’s efforts in shifting from a nursery to a full-fledged hatchery. A key element of Oyster 
Bay’s success in this transition has been its collaborative partnership with Cornell Coop-
erative Extension, who is providing the necessary expertise and guidance to operate  
a commercial shellfish hatchery.

City Island Oyster Reef (CIOR), A Community-Based Environmental Non-Profit 
Dedicated to Bringing Back Oyster Reefs to the Local Waters Around City Island, 
New York
Sally Connolly, Chair of City Island Oyster Reef (CIOR)

Sally will present the oyster restoration projects currently being designed and proposed 
by her non-profit organization.

 
LUNCH and VISIT TRADE SHOW (Door prizes at 1:30 PM) 
Health and Wellness Center
Thursday, 1:00 – 2:30 PM



43rd Annual LI Agricultural Forum Registration 
January 10th & 11th, 2024

Name(s) of Attendees: 

Company/Farm Name: 
 
Address: 

City:  State: _______ Zip: ___________
 
Phone:
 
Email: 

*EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION SPECIAL OFFER: This offer expires January 3, 2024. No exceptions! 
ON or BEFORE January 3: $55 / person – AFTER January 3: $70 / person X _________ (number attending) $ __________

Lunch will be a bag lunch provided by Peconic Cafe for $13. Lunch will be served in the trade show area.  
Bag lunches will include assorted wraps, chips, an apple, and a water or soda. 
 
Lunch $13 / per person per day X __________ (number attending) $ ___________

Total Enclosed: $ ___________
  
Covid-19 Information
Please follow current CDC guidelines for Covid-19 and any recommendations from your healthcare provider. 
Masks are optional. If you are feeling sick or are experiencing Covid-19-like symptoms, please test or stay home.

*Online registration is available at: http://weblink.donorperfect.com/AGforum2024 || Online discount code is: earlybird (all lowercase) before Jan 3.

Please make checks payable to: Cornell Cooperative Extension – Suffolk County or complete the credit card information below and send to:  
LI Agricultural Forum, 423 Griffing Avenue, Riverhead, NY 11901. To register over the phone please call Courtney at 631-727-7850 x210.

MasterCard or Visa only - Card #: ____________________________________________________________________      
 

Expiration date: _______________   CVV# (3 digits on back of card): ___________________    
  

Please contact Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County if you have any special needs: 631-727-7850 x210

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.
Cornell Cooperative Extension is funded in part by Suffolk County through the office of the County Executive and the County Legislature



Name(s) of additional Attendees:
 

 

 

 

43rd Annual LI Agricultural Forum Registration 
January 10th & 11th, 2024

PLEASE NOTE: 
THE CAFETERIA WILL NOT 

BE OPEN THE DAYS  
OF THE EVENT.

►if you do not pre-order lunch you will 
need to go off site or provide your own.

Name(s) of Attendees: 

Company/Farm Name: 
 
Address: 

City:  State: _______ Zip: ___________
 
Phone:
 
Email: 

*EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION SPECIAL OFFER: This offer expires January 3, 2024. No exceptions! 
ON or BEFORE January 3: $55 / person – AFTER January 3: $70 / person X _________ (number attending) $ __________

Lunch will be a bag lunch provided by Peconic Cafe for $13. Lunch will be served in the trade show area.  
Bag lunches will include assorted wraps, chips, an apple, and a water or soda. 
 
Lunch $13 / per person per day X __________ (number attending) $ ___________

Total Enclosed: $ ___________
  
Covid-19 Information
Please follow current CDC guidelines for Covid-19 and any recommendations from your healthcare provider. 
Masks are optional. If you are feeling sick or are experiencing Covid-19-like symptoms, please test or stay home.

*Online registration is available at: http://weblink.donorperfect.com/AGforum2024 || Online discount code is: earlybird (all lowercase) before Jan 3.

Please make checks payable to: Cornell Cooperative Extension – Suffolk County or complete the credit card information below and send to:  
LI Agricultural Forum, 423 Griffing Avenue, Riverhead, NY 11901. To register over the phone please call Courtney at 631-727-7850 x210.

MasterCard or Visa only - Card #: ____________________________________________________________________      
 

Expiration date: _______________   CVV# (3 digits on back of card): ___________________    
  

Please contact Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County if you have any special needs: 631-727-7850 x210

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities.
Cornell Cooperative Extension is funded in part by Suffolk County through the office of the County Executive and the County Legislature



SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE SESSION
Shinnecock Building, Room 101 
Thursday, 2:30 – 4:30 PM 

Welcome and What’s New from Industry
Sandra Menasha, Vegetable/Potato Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension  
of Suffolk County

Common Diseases in Organic Tomato Production and Strategies  
for Disease Control
Christine Smart, PhD, Vegetable Pathologist, Cornell AgriTech 

Diseases such as early blight, Septoria leaf spot, late blight, and bacterial diseases are 
common occurrences in tomato production. This talk will cover symptoms of the most 
common disease issues, how to differentiate between diseases, and strategies for dis-
ease management in organic tomato production.

How Do You Keep Them Down on the Farm?  Best Practices for Hiring  
and Retaining Quality Employees in a Competitive Job Market
Elizabeth Higgins, Extension Associate, Eastern New York Commercial Horticulture 
Program, Cornell Cooperative Extension

Do you manage your people as well as you manage your crops?  Labor is one of the 
largest expenses on most farms and often the hardest resource to use effectively. In this 
session Liz Higgins will cover some of the best practices in hiring, motivating, managing 
and retaining good farm employees.  We will cover both the legal and the ethical chal-
lenges in being a boss and an effective manager and leader of other people. Higgins is 
a faculty member in Cornell's Ag Workforce Certificate program for farm managers. She 
has worked with farms of all scales, but is particularly familiar with the labor management 
challenges faced by smaller farms and farms who are hiring their first employees.

Feasibility of Mesotunnels for Cucurbit Production in New York
Sarah Pethybridge, PhD, Plant Pathology & Plant-Microbe Biology Section, Cornell 
AgriTech, Geneva

Row covers (structures deployed over the crop to exclude pests and moderate weather 
extremes) have potential to manage major pests and insect-vectored pathogens. Meso-
tunnels are a medium-size tunnel (36-42 in. high). A breathable and tough nylon-mesh, 
breathable fabric (e.g., ProtekNet or ExcludeNet) is placed over hoop structures above 
the plant canopy and the fabric is secured to the ground. Pesticides can be applied 
through the fabric without the need for lifting and breaking the exclusion barrier. Me-
sotunnels therefore have the potential to offer full-season crop protection but naturally 
occurring pollinators are also excluded. This talk will summarize the outcomes of a study 
to evaluate selected strategies to optimize pollination and performance (plant health and 
fruit yield) of muskmelon and acorn squash in an organic mesotunnel.

 



LIVESTOCK SESSION
Montaukett Building, Room 108
Thursday, 2:30 – 4:30 PM 

Challenges and Opportunities for Local Livestock Production
Herb Strobel, Strobel-Thee Farm

A brief overview on the current state of meat production on Long Island with a focus on 
cattle, goats, sheep, and swine.

Long Island Farm Bureau Livestock Committee
Eve Kaplan-Walbrecht, Garden of Eve Organic Farm & Horse Barn at Garden of Eve

Introduction to Long Island Farm Bureau Livestock Committee’s plans and activities. 

LI Meat Producers Panel 
Stan Niegocki, Niegocki Farm, Thomas Hart, Deep Roots Farm, and Stephen Skrenta, 
Acabonac Farms

Panel participants will share experiences on processing, regulations, marketing, custom-
er preferences, and more.

Creating Consumer Friendly Bulk Meat Marketing
Matt LeRoux, Extension Associate, Cornell University 

Freezer meat programs and selling meat in quarters/halves/wholes have been around 
for nearly a century. Over the years, customers have changed and so have opportunities. 
This presentation will focus on tools to help broaden your customer base.

Meat Producers Roundtable
Eve Kaplan-Walbrecht, Moderator, Garden of Eve Organic Farm & Horse Barn at Garden 
of Eve

Session participants are invited to ask questions—and share answers—in a group dis-
cussion of the challenges and opportunities related to raising, processing, and marketing 
locally-grown meat animals. What will it take to bring USDA-inspected meat processing 
back to LI? How can owners of potential grazing land be connected with growers looking 
for pasturing opportunities? You’ll be the one determining the direction of this conversa-
tion so some with your questions and ideas.  
 
What’s New from Industry 

 



AQUACULTURE SESSION
Health and Wellness Center, Room 108
Thursday, 2:30 – 4:30 PM 

Welcome and What’s New from Industry
Harrison Tobi, Aquaculture Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

Open Panel Discussion on the Current State of Long Island’s Aquaculture Indus-
try, Industry Needs, and Future Research Needs From Those in the Industry and 
Research Organizations on Long Island 
Research and Industry Experts

This panel will involve an open discussion with and between members of Long Island’s 
aquaculture researchers and members of the aquaculture industry. Discussion will 
include but will not be limited to topics such as distribution obstacles with wholesalers, 
parasite mitigation and product quality improvement, scaling-up growing operations, and 
what research growers would like to see conducted by the research community on Long 
Island. This panel will be an excellent opportunity to open up a more productive line of 
communication between the industry and researchers involved in Long Island’s aquacul-
ture industry.

 



PESTICIDE TRAINING CREDITS

Following NYSDEC pesticide recertification credits have been awarded: 

Date  Session  Categories Credits Awarded 
______________________________________________________________________  

January 10 General 1a, 3a, 10, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25  0.50 

 Vegetable 1a, 10, 23 1.25 

 Viticulture 1a, 10, 22 1.75  

 Greenhouse/Floriculture 1a, 3a, 3c, 10, 23, 24, 25 2.00

             Agriculture Stewardship 1a, 10, 21, 23 1.75

             Tree Fruit/Small Fruit 1a, 10, 22 2.00  
 
______________________________________________________________________ 

January 11 Sustainable Agriculture 1a, 10, 23 1.25 

 Nursery 1a, 3a, 9, 10, 25 2.00
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2024 AG FORUM SPONSORS

FARMING HERITAGE SPONSOR 
 
United Ag and Turf
522 Edwards Avenue, Calverton, NY 11933
www.agandturf.unitedequip.com
Contact: Mike Patern
mike.patern@uatne.com. 631-727-8700 
 
SESSION SPONSORS
 
Farm Credit East, ACA 
1281 Route 58, Riverhead, NY 11901 
www.farmcrediteast.com 
Contact: Pat Wiles 
patrick.wiles@farmcrediteast.com. 631-546-5262 
 
Long Island Cauliflower Association
139 Marcy Ave, Riverhead, NY 11901
www.licassoc.com
Contact: John Bokina
j.bokina@licassoc.com. 631-727-2212 

COFFEE BREAK SPONSORS
 
Farm Family Casualty Ins Co
859 Connetquot Ave Ste. 12, Islip Terrace, NY 11752 
www.americannational.com
Contact: Vincent Daley
Vinnie_Daley@american-national.com. 631-277-7770 
 
Green Island Distributors
730 W Main St., Riverhead, NY 11901
www.greenislanddistributors.com
Contact: Tom Germano
t.germano@greenislanddistributors.com. 631-727-4993



COFFEE BREAK SPONSORS (continued) 
 
Knights Grapevine Nursery 
3792 Feather River Blvd. Unit C, Olivehurst, CA 95961 
www.knightsgrapevinenursery.com 
Contact: Eckhard Kaesekamp 
eckhard@knightsgrapevinenursery.com. 707-350-1148 

BUSINESS  SPONSORS 
 
Gowan Seed Company 
1225 Macedon Center Rd., Macedon, NY 14502 
www.gowanseed.com 
Contact: Dan Eggert 
deggert@gowanseed.com. 585-613-5297

Island Bio Greens 
P.O. Box 6, Shelter Island Hts, NY 11965 
www.islandbiogreens.com 
Contact: Ken Kraus 
kenkraus@hotmail.com. 516-658-8318

Plant Food Company, Inc.
38 Hightstown-Cranbury Station Road, Cranbury, NJ 08512
www.plantfoodco.com
Contact: Mike Giovanelli
sberezansky@plantfoodco.com. 609-548-2555 
 
Progressive Grower Inc. 
1129 Cross River Drive (RT 105), Riverhead, NY 11901 
www.progressivegrower.com 
Contact: Mark Matulonis 
mmatuloni@progressivegrower.com. 631-591-3540

Marriner-Smith & Krupski Team
Daniel Gale Sotheby’s International Realty
PO Box 922 28080 Main Rd., Cutchogue, NY 11935
www.danielgale.com/agent/kimberly-s-krupski/#
www.danielgale.com/agent/gayle-marriner-smith/#
Contact: Kimberly Krupski and Gayle Marriner-Smith 
kimberlykrupski@danielgale.com. 631-942-7325 



NON-PROFIT AGENCY EXHIBITORS
 
Long Island Farm Bureau  
Contact: Rob Carpenter
admin@lifb.com  
631-727-3777  
 
NYS Dept. of Agriculture 
Contact: James Schmitt  
james.schmitt@agriculture.ny.gov  
631-288-1751
 
NY FarmNet, Cornell University 
Contact: Kendra Janssen  
kll32@cornell.edu  
845-594-5927 || 630-809-1705  
Contact: Michael Robertson 
mgr77@cornell.edu 
Contact: Alex Pate  
agp83@cornell.edu

USDA/FSA
Joanna Pontino 
joanna.pontino@usda.gov 
631-727-5666 ext 2

NYSDEC 
Joyce Rodler 
joyce.rodler@dec.ny.gov 
631-444-0340

NYS Workers’ Compensation Board 
Anthony Tomaselli  
anthony.tomaselli@wcb.ny.gov 
518-486-3331

USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service 
Contact: Charles Walker
charles.walker@usda.gov
845-898-0980



AG FORUM COOPERATIVE AGENCIES 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

East End Food Institute 

Long Island Farm Bureau

LI Horticulture Research & Extension Center

USDA/Natural Resource Conservation Service

Suffolk County

Suffolk Co. Soil & Water Conservation District

USDA/Farm Service Agency 

Peconic Land Trust, Incorporated

Covid-19 Information
Please follow current CDC guidelines for Covid-19 and any recommendations from  
your healthcare provider. Masks are optional. If you are feeling sick or are experiencing 
Covid-19-like symptoms, please test or stay home.



NOTES: 
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