
COMMONLY ASKED
QUESTIONS: COMPOSTING

We can compost for you! 
We currently have two drop-off sites in Schenectady

County where you can drop off your food scraps and we’ll
do the work for you.  For all the details participating in

this program head to {cce.com}

Q A

Let’s troubleshoot your compost!
Typically, compost isn’t breaking down because of an

ingredient inbalance. Compost piles need a lot of carbon
input! Try adding more wood chips, leaves, or uncoated

cardboard or paper in small pieces and see if that helps. If
not, send us an email!, 

Do Compost

-Crumbled Eggshells

-Food-Soiled Napkins & Paper Towels

-Uncoated Paper Plates

-Yard Waste

-Hair, Natural Fibers

-Fruit & Veggie Scraps

-Fruit Pits & Stems

-Bread & Pasta

-Non-Synthetic Tea Bags

-Coffee Grounds & Filters

-Shredded Newspaper

Meat

Dairy, Eggs

Plastics of Any Kind

Cooking Oil or Oily Sauces

Plastic/Wax-Coated Paper

Potted Plants

Fire Ash

Compost organic materials!
We suggest composting materials like fruits and vegetables,
grains and grounds, wooden utensils and food-soiled paper

material. Do not compost meat and dairy products, whole
eggs, shiny packaging or paper, plastics, or chemically-soiled

paper material. 

Metal

Pet Waste

Invasive Weeds

Chemically-Soiled

Material

Compostable Bags or

Utensils

Do Not Compost

Why is composting important?
When we send food scraps to the landfill, they break down

anaerobically- or without oxygen. This process releases
methane, a potent and harmful greenhouse gas, into our

atmosphere. By composting our food scraps, we’re
eliminating that emission while also producing a rich,

nutritious soil amendment.}

Finished compost can be used for a variety of purpose
including mulching around trees and plants, landscaping,

and  improving soil health in many ways. Compost improves
water retention, nutrition content, and soil structure.

There are a few different methods of composting you can
do right at home. If you have outdoor yard space, a bin or
pile system will work. If you have limited outdoor space, a
tumbler system or enclosed system like a GeoBin or Earth
Machine may be best. If you don’t have outdoor space or

the physical capacity to handle these larger methods, you
can keep a worm bin, a bokashi bin, 

I want to compost but... 
 I don’t have room in my back yard
 I can’t physically maintain a compost
 I have no use for the end product
 I don’t want to do it myself

...what do I do?

My compost isn’t composting,
what am I doing wrong?

What should I compost?
What should stay out of
the compost?

What can I use compost for?

I want to compost at home-
how can I do that?

https://schenectady.cce.cornell.edu/composting-and-recycling

