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Dear 4-H Family: 

This document is designed to make the 4-H Experience at the Lewis County Fair a positive one.  Please review 
and refer to information before, during and after fair.  

 Start early and get organized!  Make a place to keep all your 4-H County Fair information. 
 Get a Fair Book available at the 4-H office. The 4-H section is also on the Lewis County CCE website at 

www.cce.lewis.org 
 Become aware of all the 4-H Divisions and Classes.   
 Make sure you are using the appropriate 4-H/FFA Department of the fair book.  
 Read the general rules in the beginning of BOTH the divisions and the classes. 
 Read your newsletters for the latest updates. 
 Discuss with your 4-H club how you’ll be involved and what you’ll exhibit. 
 Know Your DEADLINES! 
 Complete your entries ON-LINE at https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/18573 

 

http://www.ccelewis.org/
mailto:lewis-4h@cornell.edu
http://www.cce.lewis.org/
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Deadlines – Paperwork due 
to 4-H Office:  

 June 1st ~ Animal Identification forms 

 June 1st ~ Animal Entry forms 

 June 19 ~ Jr. Superintendent applications 

 
 
 

 
 

 July 13th ~ 9am -12pm Junior Superintendent 
Orientation 

 July 14th ~ 1-4 pm Youth Building Evaluations 
and booth set up. 

 July 17th ~ 9:00pm Animals in place  
 July 22nd ~ Animals may be taken home 

starting at 8 pm.  
 July 22nd ~ Exhibits picked up at 8pm. 
 July 23rd ~ Exhibits picked up 9 - 10am

Important documents for each Animal Species:  

 Horse - Negative Coggins and proof of Rabies (collected by 4-H Office) 

 Cattle* - Rabies (4 months and older), negative BVD, proof of BRD vaccine 

 Sheep* - Scrapie ID, Rabies (4 months and older) 

 Goats* - Scrapie ID 

 Swine* - Proper animal identification 

 Llamas/Alpacas* - Proper animal identification, negative BVD-PI test 

 Poultry* - negative PTT test, proof of NPIP  
o  Mandatory Poultry Pullorum Testing to be held June 21 -5pm at CCE office.   

*Lewis County 4-H does not need to collect these documents, but you must have this paperwork 
with you at the fairgrounds for Veterinary Inspection (required of all animals onsite). 

 
PURPOSE OF 4-H PROGRAMMING AT THE COUNTY FAIR  
 

• To help 4-H youth learn standards of quality project work 

• To provide an opportunity for recognition  

• To promote an understanding of the 4-H program through youth in action and exhibits of 

project work. 

• To provide 4-Hers with experiences for social interaction and development 

• To provide 4-Hers with a variety of positive development experiences 

• To provide leadership opportunities 

The 4-H events and activities at the fair are an outgrowth of the annual educational program 
conducted by 4-H in Lewis County all year long.    
The program is open to youth of all ethnic, racial, economic, and educational backgrounds. 
 

FAIR PASSES 

The Lewis County Fair will have free gate admission to the grounds and will charge only for parking 
and grandstand entertainment.  Animal exhibitors will receive one free “Friend of the Fair” pass 
which will allow free parking during the week.  These passes can be picked up Monday of fair week 
at the Secretary’s Office. 

 
Important Information 

http://www.lewiscountyfair.org/
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WHERE IS THE FAIR? 
 

The Lewis County Fair is located on the Fairgrounds in the 
Village of Lowville.  Below is a map of Lewis County, with 

Lowville marked.  The next map is of the streets surrounding 
the fairgrounds and the last map is of the fairgrounds.  Signs 
are also present on the grounds to assist you. 
 

 
 

1. Antique Building 
2. LeRoy Nichols Youth Building 
3. Taffy Stand 
4. Forest Park Pavilion 
5. Maple Producer’s Building 
6. Fair Information Booth 
7. Fair Office 
8. Grand Stand 
9. Cattle Barn 
10. Rest Rooms 
11. Small Animal Building/ 

Show Ring 
12. Dairy Industry Building 
13. Horse Barn 
14. Horse Arena 
15. ” Our Place to Play” Playground 
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FOR SAFETY’S SAKE...  

If an accident should occur, remain calm and take the following steps: 

1. Call 911.  
2. Contact the 4-H Staff immediately. 

3. Contact the Fair Office at 315-376-8333.  
4. No statement regarding the incident or insurance information should be made to anyone, i.e. news 

media, bystanders etc. This is to protect the privacy of the individuals and to prevent misinformation. 
5. As follow up, Extension Staff will make a report within 24 hours to P. W. Wood and Son, the 

SHOW YOUR BEST SELF! 
 
 
Remember you are representing the 4-H program.  At all times, please conduct yourself in a manner 
which will be a credit to the program.  If you have any questions, please see the 4-H Code of conduct.   
In addition, 4-H members MUST follow directions from staff or other adults responsible for their safety 
and well-being. 
CCE and 4-H staff are here to help! Please let us know if you have any questions.    

 
4-H Exhibits 

Any youth enrolled in Lewis County 4-H by May 1st for the current year and meeting the age and project 
requirements stated in the general rules may exhibit.   

Remember that all exhibits must be produced (made, grown, or raised) as part of a 4-H project.   
4-H members may enter: 

 

• 4-H Record Books or 4-H Portfolios 

• Essays and Creative Writing 

• 4-H Club Secretary’s Books 

• News Reporter’s Scrapbook  

• Posters 

• Club Booth Displays (Educational or Action)  

• Club Banners  

• Food, plants, vegetables, flowers, gardening 

• 3-D exhibits from any project work (crafts, fine arts, clothing & textile, forestry, wildlife, 

recycling, electrical, woodworking, rocketry, geospatial, renewable energy, etc). 

Goals of Your 4-H Exhibits at the County Fair: 

• 4-H members show what they have done, made and learned about a project. 

• Gives feedback to help learn standards of quality project work. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=V1dNq58RQFvEtM&tbnid=RE6DeSDJgEFmvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.clker.com/clipart-25465.html&ei=arNWU8DHA6-vsQSdsICQAw&bvm=bv.65177938,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHIewqbEJds9I_KfHrPRqtdCc6nKw&ust=1398277341394041
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwje4NTz0uHMAhUJPz4KHdsKAAQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.vasavihospitals.com/news_events.php&bvm=bv.122129774,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGQJHrbxa_gpppgmRy1CWYm6AgkPw&ust=1463592926450712
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• Promotes understanding of the 4-H program to the public using exhibits, junior superintendents, 
public presentations, and action booths. 

• Provides 4-H’ers with responsibility and leadership roles. 

• Gives you a chance to see what other 4-H clubs are doing. 

• Exhibits can aid in recruitment for new 4-H volunteers and members. 

4-H project work serves as models for others and helps to tell about this important part of 4-H. We are 
very proud of the hard work our members do.   

All exhibits entered at the fair are watched carefully during the fair; however, there is always a possibility of damage 
or loss.  Each 4-H’er enters exhibits at his/her own risk.  Neither the Lewis County Agricultural Society nor Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Lewis County assumes any responsibility for lost or damaged exhibits from any cause.   

PREPARING EXHIBITS FOR FAIR 

Usually when one thinks of showmanship, they think of animals but there is an element of showmanship in all your 
entries, not just animals.  
 
For instance: launder and press your clothing project with care, exhibit the correct number of cookies, maybe a lace 
paper doily would make plain rolls more appealing to the judges eye.  Showmanship is learning to display your project, 
so it receives notice. 

The fair book, with each class description gives some of the criteria your entry should meet.  Your project manual 
usually outlines what qualities are judged when an item is entered at the fair.  Some project areas have separate 
guides available such as “Selecting and Preparing Vegetables for Exhibit” or “Standards for Evaluation for Clothing”. 
Remember to consult with your leader if you need help.  As always, the 4-H staff will help with questions. 

WHEN ARE EXHIBITS BROUGHT TO THE FAIR? 

Exhibits will be evaluated on the Friday before fair week.  NOTE…  Evaluations in the Youth Building will start at 
1:00 p.m. and continue until 4:00 p.m.  Exhibits in that building will be put in place after judging. If you are unable 
to attend evaluations on Friday please contact the 4-H Office.       

 HOW LONG ARE EXHIBITS ON DISPLAY? 

4-H exhibits are required to be on exhibit until 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, the final day of the fair. For those who cannot 
pick up their exhibits Saturday evening between 8:00 and 9:30 p.m., the LeRoy Nichols 4-H Youth Building will be 
open on the Sunday following the fair from 9am-10am.   

SPECIAL NOTES FOR FOOD EXHIBITS  
Plan now to start baking and freezing your entries so you do not have to spend all the time in a hot kitchen the day 
before the fair opens.  Most frozen baked goods retain freshness 2-4 months if properly handled.  Just remember 
that your entries must be completely thawed before bringing them to be evaluated. 
If you do decide to bake and bring your exhibits to the fair the same day, be sure they are cooled before you wrap 
them.  It is best to enter exhibits on a paper plate or other disposable container, as we cannot guarantee the safe 
return of china plates.   
Double-check the fair book so you know you have met the requirements for the class you are entering in.  For 
example, if it calls for three cookies, do not enter five.  However, you may want to bring an extra specimen in case 
of breakage on the way to the fair.  Just remember to remove the extra cookie before judging.  Also, be sure to 
attach a recipe and nutritional statement to each exhibit if required. 
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FINAL REMINDER - READ both the General Rules and the Division Rules.  Don’t rush when you look up the 

4-H classes.  Take your time and make sure all information is correct.  Not following the rules could 
jeopardize exhibiting your project work or ineligibility to show and loss of premium money. 

 

 
KNOW YOUR FAIR BOOK 

Get acquainted with the Lewis County Fair Book (available at the 4-H office). 

Enter project work into the correct classes on-line. 

The Youth Department is the 4-H/FFA section. 

• First, read the “General Rules”.  They are for all 4-H members. 

• Next, find the 4-H Division that your 4-H project comes under. 

• Read the rules for each division. 

• Then, select the class, which describes your 4-H project. 

• Read through all the classes.  In some cases there may be more than 
one class you could enter. Decide which one best fits your project.  

• Note for Club Leaders - If your member’s projects fit into more than one class, please encourage 
ALL members to use the same class # for their entry. 
 

 
 
 

 
HOW TO ENTER ON-LINE 

Enter at: https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/18573 
 
 

If you need help with 
registration, 

1. call (315)376-5270 and 

make an appointment  

2. come to our registration 

night  

a. June 12, 6-8PM 

i. Lowville 

Academy  

ii. South 

Lewis HS    

 
 

 
CLUB DISPLAYS AND EXHIBITS 

Clubs are encouraged to exhibit their projects as a group, distinguished by a club banner or sign. Work together to 
create a beautiful display using props such as straw bales, picket fences, mailboxes, risers or whatever fits into 
your theme.   

https://fairentry.com/Fair/SignIn/18573
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If the project work display includes a group developed educational theme portraying to the public some aspect 
of 4-H, it will be eligible for premium. 

Reserve your club’s “spot” in the Youth Building prior to fair week by contacting the 4-H Office. Wall display space 
is limited! Those clubs that do not get a wall space will be placed in the center aisle.  The maximum allotted space 
for each display is 9’ (W) X 12’ (D).   A smaller space can be reserved if needed. 

 

Remember to register your booth ON-LINE to receive your premium! 

COMMUNITY SERVICE DISPLAY 
 

The Community Service Display or Exhibit is a contest open to any club that chooses to 
participate.  The club must create a display or exhibit that describes a community service conducted by their 

club.  Exhibits may include a 3-D display, poster board series or photo album to describe the community service 
project.  The creative use of photos, posters or samples (visuals and props) to “tell the story” is encouraged. 

Emphasis will be on the process that the group went through to complete the community service, not just the 
display.  There is a class in the Fair Premium Book.  

Remember to register your community service project ON-LINE to receive your premium! 

Preparing for Evaluation! 

Children join 4-H to have fun and make new friends. One reason why 4-H is so successful is because 
children choose to do whatever interests them. As participation increases, 4-H’ers learn more, begin to 
assess progress for themselves, and look to others for evaluation of their work. The judging process in 
4-H is like real life. 4-H’ers set goals, work to achieve them, and reap rewards for their efforts. 
There are four things that evaluations should do for the 4-Her: 

• Help them gain appreciation of excellence and quality of workmanship. 

• Teach them and help them improve their skills and techniques. 

• Encourage them to discover and develop their talents and potentials. 

• Help them to think critically and objectively about their work and themselves. 

When you bring your exhibits to the fair, you will sit down with the evaluator and examine the exhibit.  
Together you will discover the strengths and weaknesses of the exhibit.  The evaluator and the member ask 
each other questions to learn more about the project. 

Remember to present yourself to the evaluator; introduce yourself, shake the evaluator’s hand before and/or after 
the evaluation and thank the evaluator when you are finished. 

To make the most of the evaluation experience, think about these questions before the fair.  Remember the 
purpose of evaluating is to help YOU, the 4-H member learn and grow. 

1. Did you enjoy making this project? 

2. What new things did you learn in completing this project? 

3. If you were to do the project again, would you do anything differently? 

4. Who helped with the project?  

5. What would you like to learn next year? 
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In 4-H most judging involves the Danish system of judging. In this system, the judges do not judge one person’s 
work by comparing it to another’s. The evaluation is made against a standard.  

A judge looks to see whether requirements are met. Often a score sheet is used. 

The process of evaluating will NEVER be perfect.  Judges can evaluate only what they see.  They can’t know how 
hard one member has worked or what obstacles another may have had to overcome.  Therefore, they must 
evaluate just what they see according to a standard.  They have guidelines about what to expect from members of 
a certain age or years of experience. 

As a 4-H member we should learn to accept evaluating for the best it can do for us.  Learn what you can from the 
evaluation experience. 

Your participation in talking to the evaluator is part of your learning experience.  Consider it an adventure to help 
you achieve even more.   

THE FIVE STEPS TO EVALUATION (JUDGING) 
1. SELF EVALUATION -- How do you think you did?  What could be improved?  What was done especially 

well? 
2. EVALUATE EACH OTHER -- Within your 4-H club evaluate each other’s work.  Be honest, but not 

overly critical.  Never tease or make fun of another’s work.   
3. HAVE AN ADULT EVALUATE --  Ask an adult from outside of your 4-H club to evaluate what you have 

done.  
4. NEXT COMES THE JUDGES AT THE FAIR --  The evaluator at the county fair will evaluate your project 

work.  Keep in mind that BLUE is for excellent work, RED is for good work and WHITE is for worthy 
work.  ALL RIBBONS -  blue, red, or white  -  are for work well done.  Be proud of what you did well 
and accept suggestions for improvement. 

5. DE-BRIEFING --  Get together with your 4-H club after the county fair and talk over your experiences.  
Stress everyone’s positives!  Remember, the person is more important than their project. 

CLOVERBUDS AND COMPETITION 

Children in grades kindergarten through second are just beginning to form a picture of themselves in terms 
of their capabilities and weaknesses.  Because their self-image is new and often very uncertain, they need to 
build self-confidence and self-respect.  For this reason, participation in competitive activities is 
inappropriate. As they become more confident they will be ready for occasional competitive activities.   

Generally, however, cooperative activities which help children develop skills and increase self-confidence 
are more appropriate for this age group than competitive, achievement-oriented activities. 
There will be special Evaluators available to interact with Cloverbuds who would like to share their enthusiasm, 
learning and show off their project(s).  Every youngster in this age division will receive a special Cloverbud 
participation ribbon and a certificate for an ice cream treat at the Dairy Princess Booth at the Lewis County Fair. 

CLOVERBUD SAFETY POLICY 

Safety is a vital consideration in the planning and execution of all Cornell Cooperative Extension Programs.  
Because of their ages, Cloverbuds are anxious to try new activities, learn and prove their knowledge but lack 
judgment and skill to be safe.  Youth in Kindergarten through second grades have tremendous variability in their 
physical, emotional, and intellectual abilities.  Parents and leaders working with these youth should understand 
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and appreciate that variability.  Keep in mind that close adult supervision is always necessary when working with 
this age group. 

Cloverbuds involved in hands-on activities/projects that have higher safety risks (horse, dairy, beef, sheep, goat, 
swine) must be supervised at a 1:1 adult to youth ratio at the Lewis County Fair.  Specifically, a parent or leader 
must be with, and have control of animal when outside its pen.  Close supervision by all parents and leaders is 
requested when youth have animals in the show ring.  Cornell Cooperative Extension Staff maintain the right to 
dismiss any project animal that poses a safety concern to Cloverbuds, other 4-H’ers or the public. 

ANIMALS:  

Keep in mind that several responsibilities come with exhibiting animals at the county fair.  Know your 
responsibilities.  It will make your life easier during fair week and help keep the 4-H part of fair running 
smoothly. 

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: 

ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS 

It is the responsibility of the owner or exhibitor to comply with the Animal Health Requirements as 
governed by the New York Department of Agriculture and Markets.   

ANIMAL HEALTH GUIDE FOR COUNTY FAIR 

All animal rejects for health reasons must be made by the DAI veterinarian.  Suspicion of 
communicable disease is adequate grounds for rejection.  Confirmed diagnosis is not required since 
timely removal of suspicious animals is necessary to protect the remaining animals.  All decisions are 
final.  Fair personnel will be notified of all rejections and owners are responsible for removal of the 
animals from the grounds immediately.   The State Veterinarian retains the authority to order the 
removal of all animals originating from the same premises when a potentially serious communicable 
disease is suspected in any animals in the group.  Vesicular diseases are of particular concern.  Animals 
listed on the same CVI or originating from the same address are assumed to be from the same 
premises. 

• Follow Drug and Vaccine Withholding Times:  In order to prevent the contamination of food 
products, labeled withholding times should be strictly adhered to in food producing animals that have 
been treated with any chemical (drug) or have had vaccine administered. 

• Reasons for Fair Entrance Denial in Past Years: 
 Testing requirements not fulfilled 

 Test time constraints not met 

 Forged documents 

 Mange, Ringworm, Warts, Respiratory Disease 
or other contagious disease 

 Required vaccination(s) not administered 

 Vaccination time constraints not met 

 Inadequate proof of vaccination 

 Lack of or incomplete identification 

 Identification between documents varies 
for the same animal 

 Invalid Interstate Charts 

Disease status can change.  Stay informed about developing animal health issues.  Fair entrance 
requirements may need to be modified. 

Christy  Clover 

44    2 

11 

Fabric, thread, buttons 

4-H Apron 

Christy  Clover 

44    2 

4-H Country Club  (or  Independent Member) 

11 

Fabric, thread, buttons 

4-H Apron 
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Don’t wait until the last moment to prepare your animal(s) for the fair.  If you have any questions or 
comments about entrance requirements, you can contact your regional state veterinarian/veterinary 
technician or the NYS Department of Agriculture, Division of Animal Industry, Albany, NY at 518-457-3502. 

 

Animal Health Requirements For Admission to New York State and County Fairs 

For information see the Lewis County Fair Book or visit https://agriculture.ny.gov/farming/fairs and scroll down to 2023 Fair 
Health Requirements.   

PRIOR TO FAIR (ANIMALS) 

 Submit large animal identification certificates by June 1st to the 4-H office (copies at the 4-H 
office or online at www.ccelewis.org under the 4-H Youth Development/4-H Forms section. 

 Read the Youth Department rules in the Lewis County Fair Book.  (Non 4-H 
entry forms are located in the Fair Book.) 

 Refer to “Rules for Exhibits at the Lewis County Fair-Youth Animal Department” 
and “Care of Animals” at the end of this booklet. 

 4-H Animal Entry forms are available at the Lewis County CCE website www.ccelewis.org 
under the 4-H Youth Development/4-H Forms section or at the 4-H office and need to be 
submitted to the 4-H office by June 1. 

 Horse exhibitors need to have copies of their current negative Coggins as well as their current 
rabies certificate on file at the 4-H office by June 1st. 

 All animal entries must have their current health records with them at the fair and be prepared 
to produce them upon request. 

 If you are planning to exhibit poultry at our fair, they must be certified pullorum free.   NYS Ag & 
Markets will perform this mandatory pullorum test at the Cooperative Extension Office on 
Wednesday, June 22, 2023 at 5 pm. 

 Small Animal Building Clean Up Day, July 9, 9:30am until finished. 

 Ownership Rules – Most project animals must be owned by the 4-H’er to be exhibited at the 
county and state fair.  The name of the 4-H’er must appear on the registration certificate as the 
owner.  However, horses can be family owned instead of owned by the  4-H’er.  If you do not 
own your project animal you will need to submit a non-ownership form to the 4-H Office by 
June 1st.   

Please contact the 4-H Office with questions at 376-5270.   
 

FAIR WEEK (ANIMALS) 

 Make sure your exhibitor cards (available at the fair secretary office) are filled out and displayed 
properly. 

 Know the show schedule, be prepared and on time for your show. 

 Be courteous to ALL! 

 Demonstrate good sportsmanship! 

https://agriculture.ny.gov/farming/fairs
http://www.ccelewis.org/
http://www.ccelewis.org/
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RULES FOR EXHIBITS AT THE LEWIS COUNTY FAIR YOUTH ANIMAL DEPARTMENTS:  
Any violation of rules will result in forfeit of premiums for the fair.  

1. All feed, hay, bedding, tack and equipment must be stored neatly.  

2. Aisles must be clear at all times. 

3. Animals should be adequately secured with a device that can be removed quickly and 
easily.  Exhibitors will adhere to acceptable handling procedures to maximize safety for 
themselves and fairgoers. 

4. Exhibitors themselves are expected to perform all routine feeding, watering, grooming, stall management chores 
and all tasks for preparing for the show ring.  Teamwork among exhibitors and family support is encouraged. 

5. Exhibitors will be polite to the public. 

6. Although stalls are to be cleaned at least twice daily, in the morning and in the evening, stall areas are expected 
to be always as neat as possible.  All manure’s and wet or soiled bedding must be removed.  Exhibits should be 
ready for public viewing by 8:30 a.m. 

7. All manure is to be placed in the designated storage areas.  Manure handling equipment must be supplied by 
the exhibitors including tubs, rakes, forks, and wheelbarrows. 

8. Wash racks should be kept free of manure and trash. 

9. EXHIBITORS MUST CLEAN UP ANY MANURE WHICH IS DEPOSITED BY THEIR ANIMALS WHEN WALKING THE 
ANIMALS IN THE AISLES to and from the wash rack, show ring, etc.!! 

10. The exhibit barns usually close doors to the public at 10:00 p.m. 

11. On particularly hot days, electrical power use in the dairy cattle barn must be minimized to avoid power outages.  
Certainly, electricity for ventilation, milking, lighting, and fans is more important than electricity for 
individualized refrigerators, radios, microwave ovens, television, crockpots, and other “personal” items. 

CARE OF ANIMALS: 

1. All animals should be appropriately fed and watered. 

2. As a safety precaution, feed tubs or water buckets that aren’t secured in place are not to remain in the stall 
after the animal has finished with them and/or when the animal is unattended. 

3. As always, youth exhibitors are expected to continue to treat their animals humanely.  No animals shall be 
treated cruelly or in an inhumane manner at any time.  Any evidence of improper treatment including misuse 
of equipment, halters, etc. will be considered a major infraction and will subject the exhibitor to immediate 
penalty. 

a. If any violation is committed by someone other than the exhibitor but someone who is associated with 
that exhibitor, the sanctions will be placed on the exhibitor of the animal being abused. 

b. If someone unknown to the exhibitor exhibits improper treatment to an exhibitor’s animals, report such 
actions to your county 4-H staff and/or the building superintendent.  

 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans,  
and Individual with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities     
 
 


