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Tioga County – Gateway to the Finger 

Lakes? Exploring a “Year Round” 
Farmer’s Market 

By Michele Kline, Ag Team Leader at 
Tioga CCE 

The Finger Lakes.  Ithaca.  
Cornell University.  Ithaca 

College.  Finger Lakes Wine 
Trail.  To get to these, many 

people pass through Owego.  In 
the last few weeks, I have received calls from folks who 
would like to see a year-round farmer’s market in 

Owego.  Naysayers believe Tioga County doesn’t have 
the population to support it.  They claim that Owego 

isn’t like Ithaca.  Others doubt we have enough vendors 
to create a market.   

Considering the traffic frequently heading to the Finger 
Lakes from the East and West on Route 17, why not 
brand Owego as the Gateway to the Finger Lakes?  We 

are a quick stop just off the Interstate with a beautiful 
bridge over the majestic Susquehanna River.  Historic 

Owego is a charming authentic village with many unique 
gift and antique shops, local artisans, fabulous 
restaurants, as well as an active retail and business 

center.  The village itself has a lot to offer – and hosting 
a year-round farmer’s market could offer a tremendous 
opportunity for many.  

As Ag Team Leader for Cooperative Extension in Tioga, 

I have explored what our neighbors are doing, I learned 
that to our west, Chemung County has a fantastic plan 
championed by Farm Bureau President, Ashur 

Terwilliger. Looking east, Broome County has a similar 
plan of their own, building on the successful Otsiningo 
Market.  North of us, Tompkins County’s Ithaca 

Farmer’s Market is famous – a destination of its own - 
one of the many attractions people seek when traveling 

to the Finger Lakes. Throughout Tioga County, we have 
small markets in Waverly, Spencer, Owego, and Candor 
that provide local food for consumers of all income 

levels and proudly accept SNAP and other low-income 
benefits. 

The calls seeking help in establishing a market are full of 
passion and vision.  They come from business owners 

seeking to create 
marketing opportunities 

for farmers, artisans, 
and crafters from the 

area – to stimulate our 
local economy and to 
attract shoppers to our 

own rural, historic, 
hopeful Tioga County. 

Farmer’s markets are an 
age-old form of farm 

direct marketing that 
date back to the early 
history of our country.  

Markets traditionally 
bring farmers to urban 
and rural settings where 

consumers shop for 
fresh, locally grown foods.  The direct-to-consumer 

connection builds relationships between consumers and 
farmers, giving farmers a source of income and 
consumers a confidence in the foods they are choosing 

for their families, particularly as the demand for locally 
grown food increases. 

Today’s farmer’s markets are more than that.  In addition 
to fresh, locally grown food, at many markets, you’ll 

find a full spread with something for everyone — hot 
prepared foods for those wanting a meal, a full spread of 
vegetables, fruit, meat, bakeries, beverages, and 

exceptionally crafted artisanal gifts.  The vision for 
Owego is to create a destination market, while providing 

access to locally grown fresh food.  It would create a 
venue that offers families a shopping experience, 
entertainment, and community while providing an 

economic benefit to the Village of Owego and Tioga 
County.   

As I work to serve farmers in our area, I see a destination 
market as a training ground for new farmers as well as a 

great marketing opportunity for veteran farmers.  I 
believe that if we – the collective community – build it, 
they will come.  We will build a community for our 

residents—an event for families to enjoy—access to 
fresh local food—a market for farmers.  Those passing 

through Owego—The Gateway to the Finger Lakes will 
stop and shop along the way.  
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Workshops Offered by CCE of Tioga and Chemung Counties 

February 24:  Pruning Class 6:30 p.m.  Join us as we cover  the basics of pruning.  It is more than just shaping the 
plant.  Learn how the cuts you make or don't make influence flowering, fruit set, and plant diseases.  Ornamental and 
fruiting plants will be covered.  There is no charge for this event but space is limited.  The class will be held at the 
Horseheads Library.  Call 739-4581 to register. 

March 11  Seed Starting Workshop  6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.   Learn how to star t seeds so that you will have a bounty 
of vegetables or a beautiful ornamental garden this year.  Learn the tips and techniques that will help you be a veggie-
growing star.  CCE Tioga, 56 Main Street, Owego, NY  The workshop is $5 per person, and you will take home some 
seeds already planted to jump start your garden.  Class is limited to 20 people.  Please pre-register with Barb Neal, CCE 
Tioga, 607 687-4020.  

Workshops Offered by the 
South Central Regional Agri-
culture Team 

Fruit Production in Tunnels, a presenta-
tion by Groundswell Center for Local Food 
& Farming, in association with Cornell Co-
operative Extension, Tompkins, South Cen-
tral NY Ag Team.  May 10th, 4 - 7 p.m. Location: Cornell Orchards, Rt 366, Ithaca, plus 302 Maple Avenue, Ithaca 
NY.  The instructors will be Marvin Pritts, Cornell University Horticulture Department Chair, and Berry Crop Special-
ist, and John Reynolds, of Daring Drake Farm, Interlaken.  Topics include day neutral strawberry production, and rasp-
berry and blackberry production.  The workshop includes tours of high tunnels.   

Backyard Livestock Raising Classes—Thinking of raising livestock for home food production or pets? If so, learn 
the basics from local farmer experts.  Cornell Cooperative Extension South Central NY Agriculture Program is hosting 
a series of 3 workshops geared to both beginners and people who are raising livestock but may want to get some point-
ers from other people doing the same.  

 Karma Glos, co-owner of Kingbird Farm in Berkshire, will be the instructor for two sessions:  on February 11, the 
topic will be raising poultry for eggs or meat and on February 25, the topic is raising pigs.   Karma is highly knowl-
edgeable about animal husbandry and has been raising livestock on their farm for nearly 20 years.  On March 11, Tati-
ana Stanton, Extension Associate in Animal Science and farmer in Trumansburg, will talk about raising sheep and 
goats.   

All sessions will be held at 4-H Acres on Lower Creek Road, off Rt. 13 North of the Ithaca airport.  Sessions run from 
6:30-8:30 PM. There is a $5 fee per person or $8 per household that is payable at the door.  Pre-registration is request-
ed- call 607-272-2292 or email mjc72@cornell.edu. 

Tioga County Farmer 2 Farmer Winter Pot Luck Dinner 
 

When:   Wednesday, February 25th from 6:30pm—8:00pm 

Where:   CCE Conference Room at the Ronald E. Dougherty Office Building located at 56 Main 
Street; Owego 

Format: Enjoy a meal and engage in informal discussion with fellow farmers and your county exten-
sion resource educator. 

Discussion Topic: This month we will discuss economic development opportunities! 

RSVP: by email at ms328@cornell.edu or phone at (607) 687-4020 
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Master Gardener Volunteer Program Training 

Do you  love gardening?  Would you like to deepen your knowledge of 
growing fruits, vegetables or ornamental plants?  Consider becoming a 
Master Gardener.   

Master Gardeners use their knowledge and love of plants to improve 
their community.  They share their knowledge and expertise with the general public and help maintain gardens that are 
showpieces in the community.  They help children learn about plants and how to grow their own fresh, healthy food.  
They learn from one another and continue their gardening education with workshops, classes, and field trips. 

For the first time, Master Gardener training will be a blend of online tutorials and hands-on workshops.  In the winter 
months, you will learn about the basics of plant science:  how plants grow and develop, what makes a great soil, and the 
basics of insect and disease management.  It may seem a bit dry, but the more you know about plants, the better 

gardener you will be.  In the spring and summer,  there 
will be several Saturday morning workshops where you 
will get hands-on training in pruning, plant establishment 
and propagation, insect and disease management, and 
more.  You can also start working with Master Gardeners 
to learn and share with them and their projects. 

In the fall, you will be able to choose from an array of 
gardening topics, from fruit trees to herbs to turf to 
container gardening.  All in all, the training will be about 
40-50 hours. 

If you would like to learn more about becoming a Master 
Gardener, please call Barb Neal at CCE Tioga at (607) 687
-4020 for more information.  Note:  If you do not have a 
good internet connection, you can come into our CCE 
offices and do the tutorials there.  The kickoff meetings 
will be February 11th at 10 a.m. or 14th at 9 a.m. 

Testimonials from Master Gardener Volunteers: 

"As a Master Gardener I continue to learn about 
responsible gardening and enjoy the opportunity to help the 
residents of Tioga County who have gardening questions. " 

"Master Gardeners may not know everything, but we are 
whizzes at looking things up!" 

"The Master Gardeners provide a beautiful area around the 
County Office Building that draws interest from the citizens 
of Tioga county and allows us to pass on knowledge." 

"The Master Gardeners program has helped me learn more 
about how to care for plants in my yard and also help 
Community Gardeners grow more vegetables and herbs." 

NRCS seeks applications for Conservation Innovation Grants 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that applications are being accepted for up to $20 million in 
grants to facilitate the creation of new, innovative markets for carbon credits, providing additional revenue sources for 
producers and address natural resource conservation challenges. These grants are part of the Conservation Innovation 
Grant (CIG) program, authorized through the 2014 Farm Bill.  Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) are competitive 
grants that stimulate the development and adoption of innovative approaches and technologies for conservation on agri-
cultural lands.  Grants are available for state and local governments, federally recognized Indian Tribes, non-
governmental and educational organizations, private businesses and individuals.  NRCS will accept pre-proposals for 
initial review before inviting entities to submit full proposals. Pre-proposals are due Tuesday, February 24, 2015. 

IMPORTANT:  OSHA UPDATE ON WORK-RELATED INJURIES  -  Provided by Pro-Dairy  
OSHA’s revised record keeping rule includes two key changes.  First, the rule expands the list of severe work-related injuries 
that all covered employers must report to OSHA. The revised rule retains the current requirement to report all work-related 
fatalities within 8 hours and adds the requirement to report all work-related in-patient hospitalizations, amputations and loss of 
an eye within 24 hours to OSHA.  You can report to OSHA by: 

 Calling OSHA’s free and confidential number at 1-800-321-OSHA (6742). 

 Calling your closest OSHA Area Office during normal business hours. 

 Using the new online form that will soon be available. 
Second, the rule updates the list of industries that are exempt from the requirement to routinely keep OSHA injury and illness 
records, due to relatively low occupational injury and illness rates. There are two important elements for producers to under-
stand: 

 The new rule retains the exemption for any employer with ten or fewer employees, regardless of their industry classifi-
cation, from the requirement to routinely keep records. So smaller operations are not required to keep these records, 
just like they are not subject to other OSHA enforcement.  

 Agriculture/dairy is not considered a low hazard industry and so the new rules above apply to dairy.  
The final rule will allow OSHA to focus its efforts more effectively to prevent fatalities and serious work-related injuries and 
illnesses. The final rule will also improve access by employers, employees, researchers and the public to information about 
workplace safety and health and increase their ability to identify and abate serious hazards. For more information, view the 
OSHA Fact Sheet  

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMTI2LjQwNzM4NDYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDEyNi40MDczODQ2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjIwNjc4JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGVsZWx5bm5rbGluZUBnbWFpbC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hlb
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMTI2LjQwNzM4NDYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDEyNi40MDczODQ2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjIwNjc4JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGVsZWx5bm5rbGluZUBnbWFpbC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hlb
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwMTI2LjQwNzM4NDYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDEyNi40MDczODQ2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjIwNjc4JmVtYWlsaWQ9bWljaGVsZWx5bm5rbGluZUBnbWFpbC5jb20mdXNlcmlkPW1pY2hlb
https://www.osha.gov/report_online/index.html
https://www.osha.gov/recordkeeping2014/index.html
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Hemp research bill signed into law  12.18.2014  Assemblywoman Lupardo's office 

With Governor Cuomo’s signature Wednesday, New York is the 19th state in the nation to set the framework for 
growing industrial hemp. The bill, introduced by Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo and Senator Tom O’Mara (A9140/
S7047) creates an agricultural pilot program to research the multi-use crop. It passed both houses of the State Legislature 
last spring. 

“This is an exciting first step for this crop,” Lupardo said. “Both the stalk and seed from hemp can be used to produce 
everything from textiles and building materials; to paper, food, and environmental products like biofuels. This research 
will help guide our farmers and producers when the federal government allows full-scale production.”  Section 7606 of 
the Agriculture Act of 2014, signed into law by President Obama on February 7th, legalizes growth of hemp for research 
by state departments of agriculture or institutions of higher education in states where it has been approved by law. Many 
colleges and universities, including Cornell, Binghamton University, SUNY-ESF, CUNY and Paul Smith’s College, 
have expressed interest in participating in the state’s research program. 

Hemp cultivation was previously banned under the Controlled Substances Act because it comes from the same plant as 
marijuana. However, industrial hemp and marijuana are genetically distinct varieties of cannabis and it is not possible to 
extract a psychoactive drug from hemp.  In 2012, retail sales in the United States from imported hemp products were 
estimated at $500 million. Hemp is used around the world to produce fabric, rope, paper, oil, soap, lotion and even food 
products such as granola, cereal, beer, and milk. It is rich in Omega 3 and Omega 6 fatty acids, which gives it numerous 
health benefits to both humans and animals. 

Safety First!  Consider Installing a Roll Over Protection System (ROPS) on your 
Older Tractor 

If you have an older tractor, consider installing a roll over protection system (ROPS) on it 
before the growing season begins.  The good news is that there is a hefty rebate of up to 
70% of the cost of the ROPS, up to a limit of $865 for each tractor that has ROPS in-
stalled on it.  The program is part of New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and 
Health, and is funded by the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health, admin-
istered by New York Center for Agricultural Medicine and Health (NYCAMH) with NY 
state partners that include Farm Bureau, Farm Family, the Northeast Equipment Dealers 
Association and Bassett Healthcare Network.  The cost of a ROPS varies with your trac-
tor make and model, but usually run about $850 to $1000. 

A few years ago, I took advantage of the ROPS rebate and installed a ROPS on my 1960s era John Deere 2010.  Even 
though my tractor has a built in safety feature in that it doesn't usually run (!), as a beginner farmer, I am so glad that it 
is there when I am using the old beast on my sloped fields.  I can  honestly say that the process for getting the rebate was 
completely painless, fast, and easy.  It is important to start with the application and wait to hear back from NYCAMH 
before you order your ROPS.  Check out the NYCAMH website at https://www.nycamhoutreach.com/ropsr4u/ .  Think 
Spring, and Think Safety! 

Agriculture Literacy Week  By Elaine Noble , Chemung CCE  4H Youth Coordinator 

As our new year is well underway, it is time once again to plan for the upcoming NY Ag Literacy 
week (March 16-21)sponsored by Farm Bureau and Ag in the Classroom.  

In both Chemung and Tioga Counties, contact has already been made with many classrooms and 
teachers planning for this great annual literacy event. In Chemung, last year 15 volunteer readers 
and two CCE staff members read and conducted the hands on activity in 10 schools, 26 class-
rooms, and reaching 624 area students and young people. This year our goal is to get to reach out 
to 30 “classrooms”.  In Tioga County, we have 41 second grade classrooms already committed to 
having volunteers come to the classroom to read and do an activity, so we will be reaching about 
800 students. 

In order to reach our goal, we need your help. With a donation of just $12 you can ensure that 
each classroom receives  a copy of the book. Each donated book will include bookplate with the 
name of the donor placed on the inside cover.    

The signature book for 2015 is Weaving the Rainbow by George Ella Lyon and illustrated by Stephanie Anderson. In this 
beautiful story a young girl leads the reader through the process of raising and caring for animals, with the end result of 
using their well-cared for fleece as the medium for her weaved artwork. Students will see the steps of shearing, carding, 
spinning, dying before she can to make a beautiful tapestry.   If you would like to be a “guest reader” or to sponsor a book 
please contact Elaine Noble at emn9@cornell.edu or (607) 734-4453 for Chemung or Barb Neal at ban1@cornell.edu or 
(607) 687-4020 in Tioga. 

https://www.nycamhoutreach.com/ropsr4u/ny/partners/
mailto:emn9@cornell.edu
mailto:mailtoban1@cornell.edu
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Pruning Basics:  Why Do We Prune? 
By Jabe Warren, Chemung CCE 

Pruning is both the simplest and most complicated skill a gardener can learn.  At its simplest, we’re removing un-
healthy tissue and errant limbs.  At its most complex, we’re changing the distribution of plant growth regulators 
altering normal development and manipulating flowering and fruit set.   

There are easily a half a dozen reasons we might reach for the pruners.  I’ve outlined a few of them below.  Before 
starting, take a step back and map out what you want the finished product to look like and begin with that plan in 
mind.   Also, make sure your tools are up to the job.  Dull, poorly adjusted, or simply undersized tools can do as 
much harm as good. 

Removing the 3 D’s (and an I) – dead, diseased, damaged, and infested wood 

These cuts are the simplest to make and should be the first step anytime you start to prune.   

Dead – “Will it come back?” is a question that gets asked a lot.  The plant may fill in that area with another branch 
or twig but dead is dead and it might as well come out.  If you’re in doubt, snip a little off and look for green tissue 
inside. 

Diseased or Infested– Diseased wood needs to be removed to reduce the amount of inoculum and curb the spread 
of disease.  This is especially important for Fire Blight of Apple, Black Knot of Plum, etc.  Show no mercy in bat-
tling either of these 2 diseases and cut well into healthy tissue.  I’m going to include an “I” here as well for infest-
ed.  A branch could just as easily harbor insects as disease.  Scale insects on willow and euonymous twigs are good 
examples.   In the case of cane borers on raspberries, the threat can be on the inside.  

Damaged – Wood that is partially broken provides an excellent opening for disease and insects and its strength is 
forever compromised.  Cut your losses and remove it. 

Maintaining the plant’s desired size or shape  

Landscape plants will frequently try to outgrow their allotted space and in most cases it’s alright to use some judi-
cious cuts to bring them back into line.  The exception here is topping, a practice where the tree is dramatically re-
duced in size by cutting back the tree limbs to stubs.    While this does reduce the size of the tree, it promotes weak 
points of attachment for the subsequent growth.  It stimulates long vigorous shoots which frequently break off.  
Later on, as decay begins to work on the cut limbs and hollow them out, that new growth is further undermined. 

Rejuvenating old shrubs and restoring new vigor 

Blueberries, lilacs, forsythia, etc. all get overgrown with time.  Going in and removing the largest/oldest wood over 
a period of years and renovating the plant by degrees is an easy way to keep the plant young, healthy and produc-
ing flowers and fruit.   

To prevent damage 

Pruning is generally beneficial for the plant, but this is one of those times when it might not be.  Removing that 
large sweeping limb over the garage may not actually be good for the plant but might reduce the potential for prop-
erty damage from a freak weather event.   Healthy plants are resilient and will compensate for that lost limb over 
time. 

Shaping to an unnatural form 

Shearing is a perfectly appropriate technique for many plants.  Yews and burning bush are good examples.   Before 
shearing, determine if thinning might also be appropriate (i.e. privet). 

To stimulate flowers or fruit. 

Removing spent flowers and the ensuing fruit reduces the energy spent on something that is unnecessary.  Rhodo-
dendrons, roses, etc. both benefit from deadheading. 

Pruning takes minutes to learn and hours to master.  Contact your local extension office if you need further assis-
tance in determining what and when to prune. 
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Avian Influenza Found in Backyard Poultry in Oregon 

Shared  by Jarra Jagne, DVM, DACPV and Senior Extension Associate at Cornell University’s Veterinary Support 
Services at the Animal Health Diagnostic Center 

Virus not found in commercial poultry in U.S.  No public health concern at this time  

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18, 2014— The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) confirmed the presence of highly pathogenic (HPAI) H5N8 avian influenza in guinea 
fowl and chickens from a small backyard poultry flock in Winston, Oregon. The flock of approximately 100 birds 
has access to the outdoors. A pond and a marsh on the premises are frequented by migratory birds. 

The H5N8 virus has NOT been found in commercial poultry anywhere in the United States.  There is no immediate 
public health concern, as the H5N8 virus has been found in birds in other parts of the world and has not caused any 
human infection to date.  Surveillance for avian influenza is ongoing in commercial poultry operations, live bird 
markets, and in migratory wild bird populations. Additionally, commercial poultry producers follow strict 
biosecurity practices and raise their birds in very controlled environments. Birds from the affected backyard flock 
will not enter the food chain. All poultry, poultry products and wild birds are safe to eat as long as they are properly 
handled and cooked to a temperature of 165 degrees Fahrenheit.   

The finding in Oregon was quickly reported and identified due to increased awareness of avian influenza in light of 
the HPAI H5 findings in wild birds in 
Washington State earlier this week. This H5N8 
virus is the same virus that was found in the 
Washington State gyrfalcons. 

Oregon State officials and USDA are working 
jointly to respond to this detection, following 
existing HPAI response plans. The State of 
Oregon quarantined the affected premises, and 
APHIS will assist the State in depopulating the 
remaining birds to prevent the spread of the 
disease. Additional surveillance of poultry 
around the infected premises will be conducted 
as outlined in the response plans. 

USDA notified the World Organization for 
Animal Health (OIE) of this detection today as 
required by the OIE. USDA expects trading 
partners to respond to this reported detection 
according to OIE’s science-based standards. 
USDA is working with trading partners to 
minimize trade impacts on poultry and poultry 
products as much as possible.  

All bird owners, whether commercial producers 
or backyard enthusiasts, are encouraged to 
practice good biosecurity, prevent contact 
between their birds and wild birds, and to report 
sick birds or unusual bird deaths to State/Federal 
officials, either through your state veterinarian 
or through USDA’s toll-free number at 1-866-
536-7593. Additional information on biosecurity 
for backyard flocks can be found at 
healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov 

USDA is coordinating closely with its partners, 
including Washington and Oregon State 
officials, the U.S. Department of the Interior and 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, on avian influenza surveillance, 
reporting, and control.  

HOW CAN YOU PROTECT YOUR BIRDS? 

SIX simple steps can help keep your birds—and 
those of your neighbors—free of disease. 

1 Keep your distance. Restrict access to your property and 
your birds. If visitors have birds of their own, do  not let 

them near your birds. Your birds should not  have contact 
with wild birds and migratory waterfowl because they can car-
ry germs and diseases. 

2 Keep it clean. Wash your hands thoroughly before  and 
after working with your birds. Wear clean clothes  and 

scrub your shoes with disinfectant. Clean and  disinfect 
equipment, including cages and tools, that  comes in contact 
with your birds or their droppings.  Remove manure before 
disinfecting equipment. properly dispose of dead birds. 

3 Don’t haul disease home. Buy birds from reputable 
sources so you know you’re getting healthy  birds. Keep 

new birds separate from the rest of your  flock for at least 30 
days. If your birds have been to  a fair or exhibition, keep 
them separated from your  flock for 2 weeks after the event. 

4 Don’t borrow disease from your neighbors. Do not share 
garden equipment or poultry supplies  with your neighbors 

or other bird owners. If you do  bring these items home, clean 
and disinfect them  before they reach your property. 

5 Know the warning signs. Early detection can help  prevent 
the spread of disease. While it may be hard to  tell if your 

bird has AI, when you check your birds frequently, you may 
be able to tell if something is wrong. 

6 Report sick birds. Don’t wait. If your birds are  sick or dy-
ing, call your local cooperative extension  office, your vet-

erinarian, or the State Veterinarian or State animal/poultry 
diagnostic laboratory. Or call  USDA toll free at 1-866-536-
7593, and we’ll put  you in touch with a local contact who can 
help you. 
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“Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected   

Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities ” 

Pre-registration is required (along with payment )by March 18, 2015. The fee is $20. Limited to 70 attendees. 
This workshop is a joint venture with the Cornell Cooperative Extension offices of Schuyler and Steuben Coun-
ties. 

 

Workshop location: 

Reisinger’s Apple  

Country 
2750 Apple Lane 

Watkins Glen, NY 14891 
 

Your Host: 

Rick Reisinger 

Guest Speakers: 

 

Fruit Tree 
Pruning  

Workshop 
Saturday March 21st  

8:30 am-12pm 
(8:30am-9am registration, 12pm-1pm prune large tree) 

 

*Why proper fruit thinning is essential 

*Bud grafting 

*Pruning stone fruits, pears and apples 
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Chemung County 
Ashur Terwilliger, President  

The Chemung County Farm Bureau gives farmers and non-farmers alike the 
opportunity to be part of an organization dedicated to supporting and enriching 
the rural way of life. It provides an opportunity for individuals involved in 
agriculture to join together and make their voices heard. We are active within 
the political system on a broad range of issues that concern every rural New 

York landowner, from taxation to conservation. We work hard to promote public policy that protects an 
owner's right to use land. We believe that a strong, viable agricultural industry is beneficial not only to our 
economy, but also to our local communities and our consumers. 

The Board of Directors meets on the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at Chemung County Soil & 
Water Conservation District, 851 Chemung St., Horseheads, N.Y. All are welcome to attend, but we would 
appreciate a heads up so we can add you to the agenda. Please call the Ashur at 733-3957. 

The big project currently being planned is the 4th Annual Young Farmers Consignment Auction, to be held at 
the Chemung County Fairgrounds.  Auction Date is set for April 4th and will start at 10am.  Farm equipment, 
lawn and garden, tools, household, shrubs, lots of everything.  Hoe out that barn, basement, hedge row, garage 
and earn some cash.  Items may be consigned from Tuesday March 31st through Friday April 3rd.  Check in 

(Continued on page 9) 

Farm Service Agency 

Submitted by:  Colleen Mezzano, Program Technician 
Tioga/Chemung County FSA  

 

Think SPRING!!!   

I’m sure most of you are eager to get back out and into the field.   

Do you have animals that are in streams/ponds or mucking through hydric soils and wetlands?  The Farm Service 
Agency has a cost share program just for you!!  Everyone wants clean water and FSA would like to help keep our 
nations water sources clean.  FSA will help in the expense of fencing your animals out of these water sources.  In 
addition to that, also help provide you with an alternative water source.  Do your animals need to cross the stream to 
get from one pasture to another? FSA will also help in providing you with a stream crossing.   

 An upfront signing incentive payment (CRP-SIP) up to $100 per acre for eligible participants who enroll certain 
practices. The one-time SIP will be made after the contract is approved and all payment eligibility criteria are 
met; and  

 50% cost share assistance for practices installed 

 A practice incentive payment (PIP) equal to 40 percent of the eligible installation costs for eligible participants 
who enroll certain practices. The one-time PIP will be issued after the practice is installed, eligible costs are 
verified and other payment eligibility criteria are met. 

 That’s a grand total of 90% of the cost!! 

 Then, FSA also provides annual rental payments to participants.  The maximum CRP rental rate for each offer is 
calculated in advance of enrollment. Enrollment of the contract is 10 to 15 years. 

For more information on CREP continuous sign-up, contact your local FSA office at 607-565-2106 X2 or visit FSA’s 
website at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp. 

The Farm Service Agency would also like to remind producers and owners that the final date to update yields and 

reallocate base acres according to planting history is February 27th.   Final date to make a program election of either 

the PLC program or the ARC program is March 31st.  Call your local FSA office or just stop in. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/crp
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Tioga County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Submitted by: Wendy Walsh, District Manager 

Annual Tree and Shrub Conservation Planting Program 

Many people begin to tire of the winter weather this time of year. The 
effects of wearisome winter weather can be lessened somewhat by plan-
ning what to plant in the garden this spring. Tree and shrub planting may be considered as well. As with seed orders 
tree and shrub seedlings should be ordered soon to prevent disappointment if suppliers run out of stock.  

The Tioga County Soil and Water Conservation District offers a wide variety of species for reforestation, Christmas 
trees, wildlife food, windbreaks, borders, erosion control and ground cover.  The Annual Tree and Shrub Conserva-
tion Planting Program sale includes eleven species of evergreens, twenty-five species of deciduous trees and shrubs, 
five groundcovers and five berry species available for planting this spring.   There are five wildlife pacs for different 
uses to benefit a wide range of wildlife.  A fern pac with two each of five fern species and two wild flower pacs round 
out the selection of bare root stock for sale. Seven wildflower seed mixes for sunny, shady, bird & butterfly and other 
uses are available in ¾  and 4 ounce packets.  We offer the species and sizes best suited for all types of conservation 
planting in this area.  All stock is bare root and packed with a water gel to keep moist.   

A new tree being offered this year is Dawn redwood, the smallest of the three redwood species, but can grow over 
100 feet tall. It is a deciduous but coniferous tree.  The fern-like foliage is deep green in summer and turns red-bronze 
in the fall. Other new trees this year are Arrowwood, a member of the Viburnum cranberry family; Redbud; Black 
locust; Chinquapin oak and Butternut.   

Stock for the sale was ordered from nurseries last September based on previous years’ sales.  Generally more ever-
greens can be ordered if our stock runs out.  However, if quantities in the 500 to 1,000’s range are desired please or-
der by March 16 which is our cut-off date with the nursery to increase our order. Deciduous species, however, are not 
as likely to be available when our stock runs out, especially toward the deadline. The order deadline is April 3, 2015.   

We feel the district offers a good variety of species for a wide range of conservation plantings for wildlife, songbirds, 
windbreaks, groundcovers, erosion control, Christmas trees, or other needs.  Read the species descriptions to help de-
cide what to plant. Perhaps the wide variety offered will make it difficult to decide what to plant. If so, District staff is 
available to answer questions on species and site selection. Order blanks are available from the Soil and Water Con-
servation District office, 183 Corporate Drive, Owego, NY.   Phone (607)687-3553.  Or e-mail to have one e-mailed 
or sent by USPS.  Order blanks are also available at: http://tiogacountyny.com/images/stories/PDFs/departments/
soil_water/2015.Tree.Order.Form.pdf 

We also have ordering information available for the NYSDEC Nursery Program. 

times will be 9:00-4:30 with extra time until 6pm Thursday and Friday.  Animals will be accepted this year 
and need to be pre-registered.  Food and drink will be available throughout the auction.  All money raised 
through the auction goes to the District 4 Young Farmers program (Chemung, Tioga, Schuyler, Steuben, and 
Tompkins). Questions concerning the auction can be directed at Nicole Rawleigh, 607-664-7245, Alan 
Hughson, 607-857-4930 or Jeff Benjamin, 607-426-1882. 

The FB Young Farmer program is open to people 18-35 (for contest purposes). Others are welcome for the 
social events. There are opportunities for travel in and out of state, great conferences, and the above 
mentioned national contests. Locally, they meet socially every month, and have held tours at Tioga Downs, 
various farms and wineries, hold bonfires, their auction, and other events. More information on the overall 
program can be found at www.nyfb.org or locally by contacting your county chair, and District 4 
representative, Jeff Benjamin at benjaminjm@corning.com.  

(Continued from page 8) 

http://tiogacountyny.com/images/stories/PDFs/departments/soil_water/2015.Tree.Order.Form.pdf
http://tiogacountyny.com/images/stories/PDFs/departments/soil_water/2015.Tree.Order.Form.pdf
http://www.nyfb.org
mailto:benjaminjm@corning.com
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 Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (Adelges tsugae) is an invasive 
species that poses a severe threat to our native hemlock 
stands in New York State.  Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, or 
HWA, is a piercing and sucking insect that feeds on the 
living tissues on small branches, weakening the tree and 
eventually killing it.  HWA is relatively easy to identify, 
as the females wrap themselves in a "woolly" casing that 
feels waxy to the touch.  If you see what appears to be tiny 
cotton balls on the undersides of hemlocks, along the 
small twigs, chances are that your tree has HWA.   

Fortunately, it is relatively easy to treat HWA if you have 
infested trees in a suburban lot.  There are several 
pesticides that do an excellent job of control.  Harder to 
manage are the forest tracts with hundreds of trees--then 
the large scale of an infestation makes it much more 
difficult to treat.  Research is being conducted to identify 
and release the natural predators of HWA, which hails 
originally from Japan and China, but that process takes a 
long time to implement. 

If you suspect that your hemlock trees have HWA, contact 
your county's horticulture educator or the Master Gardener 
Growline for more information.  An excellent link to learn 
more about this invasive pest is the New York State 
Integrated Pest Management website on invasive species.  
Click here http://nyis.info/index.php?
action=invasive_detail&id=24 for more information.   

The females secrete a waxy "cotton" around them-
selves as they feed on the hemlock.  Look for these 
little coon balls on the underside of the leaves. Photo 
source;  Robert L. Anderson, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org  

A New Plot of Land and an 
Experienced Gardener: Photo Diary 
of a Vegetable Garden's First Year 

Barb Neal, CCE Tioga 

What happens when an experienced gardener moves to a 
new house and property?  What types of decisions does 
he or she make in establishing a new vegetable garden?  
Click on http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/
homegardening/scenea4ab.html to see the results.  
Marcia Eames-Shively is a Senior Horticulture 
Extension Associate where she oversees the statewide 
youth gardening program, so she really knows her 
vegetable gardening.  

The hyperlink above brings you to her photographic 
diary of the first year in her new home.  She and her 
family managed to create a beautiful and productive 
vegetable garden in one year!  The garden is full of 
vegetables, of course, as well as flowering plants, a 
pergola and more.  The diary also has some great tips, 
such as sprinkling buckwheat seed in an area that has 
recently been harvested.  The buckwheat germinates 
quickly, and smothers any weed seeds. 

She also discusses ways she involved her children in the 
garden with cool bean teepees and a marshmallow 
roasting fire pit. 

In these cold February nights, reading and exploring the 
photo diary makes it seem like anything is possible.  So 
sit back, peruse the photos, and start planning your own 
bit of gardening paradise! 

http://nyis.info/index.php?action=invasive_detail&id=24
http://nyis.info/index.php?action=invasive_detail&id=24
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/scenea4ab.html
http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/scenea4ab.html
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Commercial Horticulture News  
2015 Cornell Landscape Webinar Series 

February 19, 2015—Cornell Cooperative Extension, Broome County, 840 Upper Front Street, Binghamton 

Program 1:  5:00pm  Tall Fescue: The Pros and Cons with Mary Thurn – Cornell Turfgrass team member.  
Turfgrass is often an integral part of the landscape. Selection of species that require less water, fertilizer and pesticides 
while providing acceptable visual appeal and 
performance is critical when environmental or 
budget concerns require reduced inputs. Deep-
rooted and drought tolerant, tall fescue has 
come a long way since the introduction of K-
31 in the 1940’s. Improved characteristics of 
turf-type tall fescue varieties have led to in-
creased use in many situations, including home 
lawns, school grounds and athletic fields. 
Learn about the advantages and disadvantages 
of this versatile turfgrass species and how it 
may fit into ecological landscape management 
strategies. 

Program 2:  6:15 pm  Know thy Enemy: 
Understanding Ticks and their Manage-
ment with Matt Frye - Extension Associate in NY Integrated Pest Management program.  Matt will discuss ticks as a 
public threat, general principles of integrated pest management (IPM) plus those specific for ticks including inspection 
methods. Matt will also cover tick biology and ecology essential for identification as well as management to reduce hu-
man exposure, reduce habitat that favor tick development and chemical options related to reducing existing tick popula-
tions.   

Continuing Education Units: 1.5 NYDEC pesticide recertification credits in categories 3a, 3b, 10 plus 1.0 in 8 and 0.5 in 
25 as well as credits from CNLP and LA.  Pre-registration is required.  607-584-9966 or visit: https:// 
reg.cce.cornell.edu/2015CornellLandscapeWebinar_203.  $5 per person. Light refreshments will be provided.  For more 
information contact:  Linda Svoboda, Broome County Horticulture Educator, (607) 584-9966 

March 12:  Commercial Horticulture Webinar Series  4:30 pm to 6:30 pm Another great webinar for commercial 
horticulture companies.  Beneficial Soil Microorganism research update with Dr. Kyle Wicking of Cornell University. 
Dr. Wicking will discuss current research on beneficial microorganisms, what’s in the trade and how they work, and In-
vasive Species Labeling Requirements and Enforcement with Chris Logue –Director, Division of Plant Industry, New 
York State Department of Agriculture and Markets. Chris will discuss the labeling requirements and enforcement for 
plants in NYSRR part 575 Prohibited and Regulated Invasive Species Express Terms.   Growers and retailers, learn 
what species you can and cannot sell to the public. DEC credits are available.  $5 per person, pre-registration is required.  
Call Barb Neal, CCE Tioga to register.  Location:  CCE Tioga, 56 Main Street, Owego, NY  607 687-4020. 

February 20:  Seminars on Goose Problems on School Grounds and Athletic Fields  Although beautiful in flight 
and valued as a symbol of the wild, Canada Geese frequenting school grounds, including athletic fields, are a growing 
concern. Come and learn about goose biology and behavior, the legal framework for dealing with goose problems, alle-
viation techniques available to schools, and the long-term management of geese and goose problems. Rochester's Edison 
Tech High School will be hosting the event which will occur 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Friday, February 20 (snow date of 
March 30 or 31). Edison HS is at 655 Colfax Street, Rochester, NY  14606.  For more information, contact:    Lynn Bra-
band, NYS Community IPM Program of Cornell University. Email lab45@cornell.edu or call (585) 753-2562.  Note:  
this webinar may be helpful for those of you who maintain public areas, parks, or golf courses, as geese can be trouble-
some there as well. 

mailto:lab45@cornell.edu
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News and Notes for Farmers and Gardeners 
China and the United States Sign Apple Trade Agreement   China has agreed to allow all var ieties of US-grown 
apples to be imported into that nation.  In the past few years, China has blocked importation of yellow and red delicious 
apples due to pest control fears.  China will also be able to export their apples to the United States.  It is expected that 
the agreement will result in 500 million boxes of apples being shipped to China.  What does this trade agreement, 
which primarily benefits Washington State apples, have to do with NYS apples?  The more boxes that Washington 
ships abroad means fewer   west coast apples being sold on the east coast, so that is bound to benefit our locally grown 
apples. 

Hops Sale  Cornell Cooperative Association of Madison County's hop plant sale is going on.  Orders are being 
filled on a first come first serve basis. Deadline to order plants is March 15th, 2015.  A 25% down payment is required 
to place an order. The plants will be available through Zerrillo’s Greenhouse in Syracuse and must be picked up 
there.  Plants should be available approximately June 8th, 2015.  For more information log on to http://
madisoncountycce.org/ or contact Alycia Schick, Hops Program Assistant, 315.684.3001 ext. 108. 

Energy Train-the-Trainer Event  Do you love agr icultur e? Have a desir e to connect science teachers with great 
agricultural resources? Want to know more about a PAID professional development event? This email is for you!  The 
American Farm Bureau Foundation for Agriculture is hosting an energy "Train-the-Trainer" May 7th-8th, 2015 in Lin-
coln, NE. We are looking for  leaders in agr icultur al liter acy to attend! The application is due February 20th.  
Download Application Now  The purpose of this event is to equip leaders in agricultural literacy with resources to 
train science teachers and/or volunteers to integrate agriculture into middle and high school science courses. In this 
training event, participants will receive the new middle and high school science units of curriculum (10 total lessons) 
scheduled to launch this February. Participants will receive a take-home kit of supplies as well!   We'll dive into strate-
gic planning for engaging science teachers in your community and state. You'll also have an opportunity to tour a local 
energy facility.  Important note: This tr aining is new! If you attended last year ' s train the tr ainer  event in Den-
ver, you are welcome to apply for this separate event!  Participants will receive a $750 stipend in addition to hotel and 
meal accommodations. See page 3 of the application for specific details. 

2015 NYS Dry Bean Meeting Wednesday, March 18, 2015  LeRoy Country Club, LeRoy  7759 E. Main Rd/Rt. 5, 
1 mile east of LeRoy  9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  Preregister by March 10th $20 - Cornell Vegetable Program enrollees re-
ceiving Veg Edge, $30 - all others, $5 more at the door.  DEC credits, and CCA credits available (bring your DEC card; 
attend the entire meeting to receive credit) 

Ice Cream Technical Short Course  Cornell will be hosting the Tharp & Young On Ice Cream Technical Shor t 
Course scheduled for March 23 – 27, 2015 on the Cornell Campus.  Attached for your reference are the details/
registration information.  Note that space is limited to the first 50 applicants. If you have any questions, or would like 
more information, please contact Janene Lucia, Dairy Extension Specialist  607-255-2892. 

SWD 2014 Impact Survey  Tell us how SWD affected your  fruit farm in 2014.Dr. Hannah Burrack in the De-
partment of Entomology at NC State is coordinating the effort again this year to estimate the impact of spotted wing 
drosophila (SWD) on fruit crops in the Eastern USA.  This information is very valuable for a number of reasons. It 
helps us quantify changes in impact over time as we learn more about SWD and methods for control. It serves to docu-
ment the economic challenges this pest has caused growers. And the information on SWD impact supports obtain-
ing federal funding for research and education.  You can access the survey online at the website below. Thank you for 
your assistance.  http://swd.ces.ncsu.edu/2014/12/measuring-the-impacts-of-spotted-wing-drosophila-in-2014-your-help
-needed/ 

Sweet Corn Genetics Explained 

By Jabe Warren, Chemung CCE 

As you peruse the 2015 seed catalogs that no doubt will soon be filling your mailbox, you might notice that sweet corn 
varieties come in several types; sugary (su), sugary enhanced (se), shrunken (sh2), and synergistic.  Each has its bene-
fits and its shortcomings.  I’ll try to explain them below.  I’ll treat flavor and sweetness separately as they are not the 
same. 

su types are the original sweet corns and contain about twice the amount of sugar as field corn.  These varieties have 
good “corn taste” but the sugar levels are still relatively low and quickly turn to starch.  There is no appreciable shelf 
life once harvested so they should be eaten soon after picking.  For those of you interested in saving your own seed, you 

(Continued on page 13) 

http://madisoncountycce.org/
http://madisoncountycce.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00154quuwJAVVp1dtPwq_xtQ4n_LhVRKX4pWOgyFbdL5MgDgAgNfdzDCR5vhIT9sxKsZZb4phTFjIaIjk6DxD3X-ZpdcEPDLKCs7vMDiQ0h_Zr8Si3uM39bq4l5_X2dGZNDU9MMOkimNBY8gScQh9C5mf8z0DvorKUlR5XTPf_dHs5rZ6xgJtZkG8-DUjcq5KWj_bOSzfglfguRqnkPJxuFbwJsOgfJf4E8oQ3S
http://swd.ces.ncsu.edu/2014/12/measuring-the-impacts-of-spotted-wing-drosophila-in-2014-your-help-needed/
http://swd.ces.ncsu.edu/2014/12/measuring-the-impacts-of-spotted-wing-drosophila-in-2014-your-help-needed/
http://swd.ces.ncsu.edu/2014/12/measuring-the-impacts-of-spotted-wing-drosophila-in-2014-your-help-needed/
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are pretty much limited to this type of corn.  Beware.  Even amongst su types, many are hybrids so saved seed would not 
come true to type. 

se’s are just what the name implies – sugary enhanced.  These types have about twice the amount of sugar as su’s and 
have more tender kernels.  These types are the ones most popular with home gardeners.  They have the corn taste found 
in su’s but are sweeter with better retention of sweetness.  The process of converting sugar to starch itself isn’t slowed.  
se’s simply have more sugar to begin with so they taste better longer.  (Note:  You may 
see some se varieties labeled as homozygous se’s.  They have superior sweetness to 
other se’s.  Unfortunately, the genetic reasons for this are complicated to explain and 
beyond the scope of this article.) 

sh2 types have increased sugars (at least twice that of se’s) and the conversion of sugars 
to starch is slowed dramatically.  However, cold soil germination, kernel texture and 
flavor can suffer.  These seed kernels contain little starch causing the seed to appear 
shriveled or shrunken.  This is “supermarket corn” because it’s more crisp kernels toler-
ate mechanical harvesting and its extended shelf life allows for long distance transpor-
tation. 

Synergystic types - lately corn breeders have tried to develop varieties with the high 
levels of sugar found in sh2’s with the flavor and cold soil germination of se’s and su’s.  
These varieties are referred to as synergistic.  These varieties contain a mix of these 
genes and are for all intents and purposes the highpoint of corn development balancing traits that are desired by growers 
and consumers alike. 

A bit about cross-pollination and isolation. 

The genes that make corn sweet (su, se, and sh2) are all recessive to starchy genes and are easily masked by pollination 
from field corn, Indian corn, popcorn, etc.  If you’re growing multiple types, or your neighbors are, it’s important to try 
to limit cross-pollination as much as possible.  For best results, follow these rules: 

 su types – isolate from field corn, popcorn, sh2 types 

 se types  – isolate from field corn, popcorn, sh2 types   

(Ideally, se corn will be better if you isolate from su’s as well, but it isn’t required.) 

 sh2 types  – isolate from field corn, popcorn, su’s, se’s, and synergistics 

 synergistics  – isolate from field corn, popcorn, sh2 types 

(Ideally synergistics will be better if you isolate from su’s as well, but it isn’t required.) 

This isolation can be accomplished one of three ways: 

Isolation by space – 2 incompatible types need to be planted at least 250 feet apart to limit crossing. 

Isolation by time – Keep tasseling and silking dates on neighboring varieties at least 2 weeks apart 

Provide a barrier – have something else planted in between to trap the pollen. 

As complicated as all this seems to be, this is a simplified version of the complexity of sweet corn varieties and traits.  
When purchasing trademarked types such as Sweet Breeds, Gourmet Sweets, Triple Sweets, etc., ask the seller which 
isolation group they are in if you aren’t sure. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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The Sweet Rewards of Maple Sugaring 
Submitted by: Jennifer Trimber,  CCE Chemung 

Without a doubt one of the greatest benefits of the maple sugaring process is the flavorful 
golden syrup that we pour over our pancakes. After that particular benefit there are numer-
ous other advantages ranging from the timelessness of the tree tapping to the lesser known 
health benefits, like antioxidants and minerals contained in the syrup. 

Our family operation gets us outside, just before we go stark raving mad. Although some 
might argue that standing around out in the cold for hours on end boiling down 40 gallons 
of sap for every gallon of syrup is a bit nuts too.  

The deceptively simple process of maple sugaring: drilling ¾” holes in sugar maple trees, 
collecting the sap in buckets then placing that sap in an evaporator over a wood burning 
fire. 

One of our first lessons in the pursuit of maple syrup was the humbling knowledge that one 
could lose the entire end product in one dumb move. Case in point, we fell asleep at the 
evaporator, and we scorched the syrup. Another time we lost all the syrup after it was al-
ready placed in gallon containers. The lids popped off en route. We had packed the jars into 
our backpacks and hiked down from the evaporation site. We lost the sum total of our two 
and a half week operation. Talk about sticky…. 

For a few years we became more serious, tapping more trees and using tubing to connect 
the trees, allowing the sweet stuff to flow into big barrels. These days our goal is not sheer 
volume. Instead we look forward to getting out of the house to watch spring arrive. The 
fresh air and exercise is a tonic. It is usually very wintery when we begin and by the time 
we pull the taps the red-winged Blackbirds and robins have returned. Bright green clover 
can be spotted along with the V’s of returning geese. 

The tasks keep us engaged, from collecting the wood, (we often use up the pieces that don’t 
fit into the wood stove) to lifting out the foam out of the evaporator with its particles of ash 
and an occasional bug. 

Hours around the fire slip by. One year we were so absorbed in the process that we com-
pletely forgot to drive our daughter to her band concert. That same daughter would show 
up later during her college years with several enthused maple sugaring workers.  Reimburs-
ing them with food and sleeping space, we soon realized this annual activity could be quite 
the social occasion, complete with boot-stomping music and drink.  

At one point we considered gearing up with modern reverse osmosis equipment used to 
separate water from the sugar and impurities but as time goes on it is clear that what we are 
doing suits us perfectly. We are going outdoors and getting exercise. Plus, we have enough 
syrup to give some as gifts and offer at the local farmer’s market. Best of all we get to sa-
vor this timeless process with the kids and grandkids.  

Interested in joining 4-H, becoming a leader, or volunteer? 

In Chemung County, contact: 
Bernadette Raupers 
4-H Resource Educator 
Email:  bir2@cornell.edu 
Phone:  (607) 734-4453 

In Tioga County, contact: 
Autumn Lavine 
4-H Resource Educator 
Email:  aml84@cornell.edu 
Phone:  (607) 687-4020 
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Do you have questions or comments? 
 

Agriculture in Tioga County:  
Michele Kline 

(607) 687-4020 Ext. 319 
ms328@cornell.edu 

 
Horticulture in Tioga County:   

Barb Neal 
(607) 687-4020 Ext. 304 

ban1@cornell.edu 
 

Agriculture and Horticulture in Chemung County: 
Jabe Warren 

(607) 734-4453 

jew223@cornell.edu 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020 


