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Upcoming Events 
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The Dairy Ambassador Banquet will be held on Sunday, 
April 16 Cowtails at 1:00 pm with Dinner to Follow 

$15.00 for adults, $10.00 for youth, 5 and under free 
“The Barn” behind Three Steeples Church on the Village Green       

in Paris 
Reservations are Required 

 
Contact Mary Jane Burkert at (315) 527-2886 or Joan Smith at 

(315) 941-2906 

New York State Fiber Conference  
Sunday, June 11 2023  

9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Sign in 8:30 am) 
Butternut Hill Campground - 6893 US Route 20 Bouckville  

 
For conference agenda and registration https://
caahp.ccext.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=170  

Opens April 1, 2023. Fee: $30 per person. Advance 
registration required by May 27, 2023.  

Conference is limited to the first 50 participants.  



 

Planting Hay Fields 
By: Jeff Miller 

Planting hay fields is one of the high-risk situations on farms. Dairy 
producers need to rotate out of corn into hay to provide the two 
major forages in their cow's diet. Fields are usually tilled to provide 
a level of fine seed bed in which to plant small seeds at shallow 
depths in the hopes of having a vibrant stand of legumes and grass 
for the next 4-5 years.  

 
The process starts in April, with many growers trying to complete 
the seeding by the end of the month to have cool, moist conditions 
ideal for these forage seedlings to develop. The soil has to be dry 
enough to till. Rocks have to be picked, and the ground has to firm 
up before the drill can be used; otherwise, there is a chance that 
the seed will be placed too deep.  

 
An even light rain is needed after planting for the seeds to 
germinate. A hard rain could erode the vulnerable soil moving the 
soil and seed down the slope creating patches of land without seed 
in some areas and burying seed too deep in others.  
Birds can remove seeds; diseases can wipe out small seedlings. 
Weather following planting can be too wet, flooding fields and 
suffocating developing seedlings, or too dry, desiccating the young 
plants.  

 
Growers do all they can to improve their chances of success by 
selecting seeds with high-performance characteristics and 
resistance to common diseases. The pH has been adjusted, and 
fertilizers are applied at rates that will support the newly 
established crop. The planting equipment has been repaired and 
calibrated and is ready for spring planting. Fields are prepared as 
soon as the soil is ready in the spring. The fields are planted quickly 
to provide the best environment for these cool-season grasses and 
legumes. The farmer's work is done; now it's up to mother nature. 

Oneida County Public Market E-commerce! 
The Oneida County Public Market online sales system known as  

E-commerce has many new vendors. This site makes ordering your 
favorite Public Market Vendor’s items easier. It will also ensure you 

claim your favorite items without the worry of them selling out  
at the market before you get there. Complete details on ordering, 
pickup dates,  products and how to create your customer account 

can be found here:  http://www.oneidacountymarket.com/ 



 

Implementing Lean Management on Your Farm 
By: Maryellen Baldwin 

As we approach the 2023 growing season implementing Lean 
Management strategies on your farm is a great way to improve 
efficiency and identify ways to maximize your time.    
  
What is Lean Management? This is a system of tools, 
methods, and practices used to manage farms based on the 
lean methodology. This systematic approach works to analyze 
and continuously improve the flow of information and 
materials, and maximize production efficiency by removing the 
basic underlying causes of waste and disruptions.   
 
Other industries such as manufacturing, have used the eight 
wastes of Lean Management to pinpoint where improvements 
can be made. I’ve provided you with some examples of waste 
we see in farming: 
• Defects - Deceased animals or ruined feeds 
• Overproduction - Producing too much silage or piglets than 

can be sold 
• Waiting - Delays due to insufficient capacity in the milking 

parlor  
• Not using talent - Idle time for laborers 
• Transportation - Unnecessary transfer of goods from one 

station to another 
• Inventory - Overstock by storing too many crops or tools 
• Motion - Looking for tools, having too many steps in the 

process 
• Excess Processing - Doing something unnecessary out of 

tradition, too much cleaning 
 
Why Lean Management?  
Lean Management provides operators with the ability to focus 
on making improvements in areas such as labor efficiency and 
effectiveness, input usage, repairs and maintenance, and 
overall business performance in tackling daily tasks.  
 
Applying Lean Management to your operation starts with 
having the right mindset. While Lean Management is a 
relatively new concept it is making waves across the industry. 
 
To learn more visit Cornell CALS Pro-Dairy and utilize the 

learning tools to start implementing Lean Management on your 

operations.   



 

Today’s dairy operations rely on a well-oiled team of skilled 
employees and equipment that will function properly every day. 
With the cost of today’s feed ingredients and the importance of 
delivering a consistent ration to your herd, there has never been a 
better time to address the importance of maintaining your mixer 
wagon with your feeding crew.  We invited Tony Hall, with 
Lallemand, to our most recent Shop Meeting hosted by Collins Knoll 
Farm, L.L.C to review the key components of mixer wagon 
maintenance checks and alert us to ration issues that would indicate 
the possibility of a mixer needing attention. 

• Whether it be the mixer operator or the farm’s maintenance 
person, make sure someone is familiar with the knife layout of 
the mixer and is knowledgeable of the manufacturer's 
recommended maintenance schedule. Additionally, attention 
should be paid to the lead edge scraper on a vertical mixer, and 
horizontal scrapers on a reel type mixer. Make note of their 
condition and any possible clearance issues.  

• Properly functioning load/weigh cells matter, check them 
weekly. Remove debris build up and ensure they are functioning 
as intended. Tony suggested using a rubber mallet to gently tap  
individual cells to indicate loosening. Monitor your weigh scale 
and avoid drifts or inaccuracies of ten pounds or more. Consider 
calibrating your mixer routinely by parking it on a level surface 
and adding 100 lb. weights (or an agile employee, safely) to the 
corners of the mixer to confirm the weigh scale is reading 
accurately.  

• Get a visual on the knives daily if possible. Inspect all knives 
every 3 months for damage and replace as needed. Depending 
on herd size and the amount of feed mixed, rely on replacing 
knives once a year.  

Pay attention to your delivered feed for these classic tell- tale signs 
that may indicate your mixer wagon is in need of maintenance. 

• Visible clumps of haylage deposited on the top of the TMR, not 
breaking apart 

• Added long stem hay or straw is processed too short (less 
than .5 inch) or too long (more than 1.5 inch) 

• Hay nests or clumps that are not mixed in well and easily visible 

• Visible grain stripers appearing in the delivered TMR 

Shop Meeting Recap: Troubleshooting Mixer Wagons 
By: ML Collins 



 

• Visible moisture or liquid feed stripers appearing at feed out 

• Clumps or pockets of grain that roll out of the mixer  

The mixer wagon itself can show you signs that it needs attention 
as well: 

• Sounding louder than normal or running hard 

• Excessive bounce or play in the weigh box read out during 
mixing or loading 

• A large negative or positive number on the read out box 
following complete discharge of feed 

Other feed management topics that came into play during the shop 
meeting offered great content for review and discussion among 
those attending.  How often should we be pushing up feed to our 
cows? The answer is farm specific depending on season and labor 
constraints; however, it was recommended that if possible feed 
push-ups should occur every hour. What is the schedule on your 
farm? Is it enough, and how can you tell? 
 
How often are you grabbing samples to monitor forage dry matters?  
Only after heavy rain or snow events? Only when the nutritionist 
makes time for it? When you start a new pile or bag of feed? Dry 
matter changes play a role in how much feed is required per batch 
and to some extent how well it will mix in. The use of household air 
fryers have now been repurposed to check dry matter content of 
feeds, at a fraction of the cost of a Koster Tester and less hassle of 
using a microwave oven that requires more “babysitting” and 
monitoring. 
 
Feeding to a slick or empty bunk may work for the beef industry, 
but is frowned upon for dairy herds. Feeding for a goal of 3 to 5% 
refusals will help to ensure your transition cows are not 
compromised due to lack of feed in front of them. Do not 
shortchange your early lactation cows in an attempt to save a buck. 

2023 Cornell Forage Variety Trial Comparisons are now 
available online!  

You will be able to view the latest results for conventional alfalfa, PLH 
resistant alfalfa, red clover, orchard grass, meadow fescue, tall fescue, 

festulolium, timothy, bromegrass and perennial ryegrass. There are 
yield comparisons and heading dates for multiple years and sites. A 

great resource to help select your forage varieties. 

View the Variety Trial Comparisons online at:  

https://blogs.cornell.edu/varietytrials/forage/ 



 

 
Do you know a dairy producer who is interested in applying for the 
Dairy of Distinction Award? Encourage them to fill out the online 

application found at www.dairyofdistinctionawards.com. Application 
deadline is April 15, 2023. The NY Dairy of Distinction Program is 

actively seeking volunteers to assist us in annual judging or          
re-evaluation of active dairy farms in Oneida County and across the 

state.  

Please reach out to Marylynn Collins with questions or interests in 
getting involved at mrm7@cornell.edu 

OR 
If you would prefer a physical application to be mailed to you 

contact Alex Harrington at (315)736-3394 ext. 255 or 
ash273@cornell.edu 
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2023 New York Dairy of Distinction Award Application Period 
Now Open 

Contact Information for Local Agencies that support Agriculture 
NYS DEC 315-793-2554,  

Oneida Co Soil & Water 315-736-3334 
USDA Farm Services 315-736-3316 

Oneida County Farm Bureau 
1-800-342-4143 

Farm Net 1-800-547-3276 

https://dairymarkets.org/Tools/MILC-MPP.html 

http://www.dairyofdistinctionawards.com
https://dairymarkets.org/Tools/MILC-MPP.html


 

National Grid Agricultural Productivity Program Can Help Fund 
Energy Efficient Equipment 

If you are a dairy farm, commercial farm, food processing business or 
controlled environment agricultural facility receiving utilities from 
National Grid and undertaking an energy efficiency project or 
purchasing or installing equipment for a renewable energy project to 
serve your family or constructing/upgrading a new controlled 
environment agricultural facility then you may qualify for the 
Agricultural Productivity Program. To apply there is an online 
application accessible at https://www.shovelready.com/application/
Registration.asp 
 
The program provides incentives for, but is not limited to: 

• Energy efficient lighting, ballasts, fixtures and lighting controls 

• AC energy efficient motors and electronic speed control devices 

• Ventilation fans driven by AC motors 

• Centrifugal pumps driven by AC motors 

• Process equipment driven by AC motors and controls 

• Renewable energy projects directly serving the facility (aerobic 
digestion, solar, bio-mass, or hydro power) 

• In addition, the project costs can include the costs associated with 
renovating/retrofitting customer distribution systems (i.e. building 
wiring/grounding) 

 
Program funding is based off Capital Investment and grant funding is 

provided as a reimbursement by National Grid as an award letter. 
Funding parameters include: 
 
If you would like more information on this program, please reach out 
to Rebecca Walley rmw257@cornell.edu (315) 736-3394 ext. 259 
 

Total Capital Investment Total Avail Funding not to Exceed: 

Under $25,000 $5,000 

$25,000 up to $100,000 $10,000 

$100,000 up to $500,000 $25,000 
Above $500,000 $50,000 

What’s next for Farm Flash? 
 

Farm Flash has been around for over 20 years sharing a variety of 
agricultural information. As 2023 continues we are looking to make 

changes to Farm Flash and we want to hear your opinion!  
 

If you have feedback or comments on Farm Flash contact Alex 
Harrington at (315) 736-3394 ext. 1255 or ash273@cornell.edu 

https://www.shovelready.com/application/Registration.asp
https://www.shovelready.com/application/Registration.asp


 

Time to Get Growing 
By: Beth Irons 

It is about that time of year when we are tired of the grey, 
overcast skies while the weather patterns sort themselves out 
and dump whatever they have (rain, sleet, snow?) on us, 
adding some passing gale-force winds to liven things up. We 
count down the days on the calendar and the minutes that 
are slowly added to the daylight hours, stretching to hear the 
first robin or red-winged blackbird, which are sure-fire signs 
that spring is on its way. 
 
You've been dreaming, planning, and waiting to get 
gardening. Seeds are ordered and received, are planted in 
starter pots, and are beginning to peek through the soil, 
stretching for daylight. You have graphs, and gridlines plotted 
where everything will be planted this season. How do you 
keep yourself busy and get your garden in the best shape 
possible to receive the seedlings you so carefully nurtured? 
 
Preparing your garden for spring planting started last fall. 
Being mindful about putting your garden to bed for the winter 
can give you a better start in the spring. But all is not lost. 
You can take a few secret steps to get a head start this 
spring. First, knowing what you want to grow will put you in 
the right mindset about what is essential to consider for the 
best results. Air and soil temperature are critical elements 
when planting a spring garden. Cool-season vegetables need 
daytime temps in the 60s and nights in the 40s with an 
occasional light frost. Warm-season vegetables need daytime 
temps in the 70s-80s with nights above 50° F, and they don't 
tolerate frost. Planting seeds depends more on soil 
temperature than the air temperature. If the soil is too cold, 
the seeds will freeze or rot and not germinate. The growing 
plants may tolerate cooler air temps if the soil can be warmed 
enough for the seeds to germinate. It's important to 
understand your plants' temperature requirements and the 
average spring planting time for your region (see zone map 
here for New York State: https://thegardenmagazine.com/
usda-hardiness-zone-map-for-new-york/). 
 
There are many techniques to take advantage of sunny days 
in early spring. Many gardeners utilize cold frames. A cold 
frame is a simple, low wooden frame with a glass or clear 
plastic top. It's placed over seedlings in the garden or over a 
raised bed protecting from those last frosty nights in early 
spring. 

https://thegardenmagazine.com/usda-hardiness-zone-map-for-new-york/
https://thegardenmagazine.com/usda-hardiness-zone-map-for-new-york/


 

Sort of like a mini greenhouse, a cold frame keeps the air and 
soil inside about 5-10 degrees warmer than the surrounding 
garden to give you about a month's head start on spring. Or 
you can use containers to plant early veggies and flowers that 
can be moved indoors at night and on chilly days. Container 
gardening allows for maintaining a "moveable" garden. Many 
take advantage of this method when the available space does 
not necessarily allow for traditional gardening, such as in 
apartments, shared living spaces, or houses with small 
outdoor spaces. 
 
This is an ideal time of year to loosen the soil in the garden 
and re-energizing the soil allowing fresh air to permeate the 
top 10-14 inches. This is also when you mix in fertilizer if 
needed. Again, it is important to know what your plants will 
need before planting, depending on your planting zone and 
the type of plant you are working with. If necessary, this is 
also an excellent time to trim back any shrubs or perennials 
from the past season. 
 
There are a lot of variables related to planting, growing, and 
maintaining a healthy garden with a bountiful harvest – 
whether that be fruits, vegetables, or flowers. Our Master 
Gardeners are always available and ready to help you track 
down information and support your gardening efforts if your 
goal is to put fresh produce on the dinner table or have the 
garden that is the envy of the neighborhood. Call us at 315-
736-3394 or go to cceoneida.com with questions or to learn 
more. Happy growing!  

Win a Gift Card by Completing the Survey on the Next Page! 

We frequently need your input to help us secure grants, plan 
programs and be informed about evolving farm needs when we 
work with local and state officials. This 6 question survey is for 
producers who are farming, as well as planning to farm, for the 
purpose of generating income/profit.  At this time the survey is 
not for family and community sharing gardens.  
 
Provide your email or phone number at the end of the survey for a 
chance to wing a gift card to Richardson Farms, TSC or Running. 
There are three options to complete the survey:  
1. Detach the survey from Farm Flash and mail to: 

Farm Survey 0423, CCE Oneida 121 Second St 
Oriskany NY 13424 

2. Online at https://
cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_3mloLroWGhxJRuC or scan the QR Code 

 

https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3mloLroWGhxJRuC
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3mloLroWGhxJRuC
https://cornell.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3mloLroWGhxJRuC


 

Survey Questions 
1. How long have you been farming for income/profit? (Select One) 
 __ I/we intend to start soon 
 __ Less than 10 years 
 __ 10 years or more 
2. What are your primary product lines/commodities? (Select all 
that apply) 
 __Dairy  
 __Beef 
 __ Small Ruminant/hogs 
 __Fruits/Vegetables 
 __ Fields Crops 
 __ Nursery plants/flowers/herbs 
 __ Maple or Bee Products 
 __ Value-added foods made from locally grown products 
 __ Other ________________________ 
3. When you take a workshop or training, by what methods are 
you willing to participate? (Select all that apply) 
 __ Online by group webinar (Zoom, Teams, etc) 
 __ Online by yourself (Individual workshop/course) 
 __ Using books, binder, quizzes when & where I choose 
 __ In person, multiple short sessions 
 __ In person, in one longer session (Half Day, Full Day) 
 __ Hands on demonstrations at my farm/home 
 __ Field trips and farm walks at other locations 
4. At what times are you willing to participate in workshops/
trainings? (Select all that apply) 
 __ Mornings, Monday-Friday business hours (8am-     
      Noon) 
 __ Afternoons, Monday-Friday business hours (1pm-     
      5pm) 
 __ Evenings, Monday-Friday after business hours (6pm- 
      8:30pm) 
 __ Saturdays 
 __ Sundays 
5. Are you interested in training opportunities in any of these 
subject areas? (Select all the apply) 
 __ Finance/bookkeeping/costs/profit margins 
 __ Borrowing and sources of capital 
 __ Planning/business plan development 
 __ Labor and human resources 
 __ Marketing and sales (direct/wholesale/cooperative) 
 __ Government contacting and Minority/Women/Veteran 
      business certification 
 __ Farm and food safety  
 __ Value added product development 
 __ Organic production/certification 
 __ Best practices - animal husbandry 
 __ Best practices - planting and harvesting 
 __ Best practices - pest management 
 __ Best practices - soil testing and field management  
 __ Best Practices - grazing and pasture management 



 

With the rather mild winter and several periods of abnormally high 
temperatures, some are wondering if it's time to start spraying weeds. 
For best activity, daytime temperatures need to be consistently above 
50oF and nighttime temperatures should be above 40oF for several 
days. We typically don't recommend applying herbicides immediately 
after a frost. For optimum activity, the weeds need to be actively 
growing when a herbicide is applied. Keep in mind, herbicide activity 
will be slowed during this time of year. Applications this early are not 
likely to effectively control dandelions or Canada thistle. These weeds 
would be more effectively controlled with a later spring application. 
 
However, there are some areas in the state where significant warmth 
has stimulated forsythia to start blooming. This has typically been an 
indication of when to start spraying preemergence herbicides such as 
pendimethalin (Prowl, Satellite, etc.) to control weeds such as large 
crabgrass and Japanese stiltgrass. If indeed you do spray these 
residual herbicides this early, you will likely need an additional 
application in four to six weeks since the residual effects of these 
herbicides will have been degraded and more flushes of weeds will 
continue to germinate once the weather gets continually warmer. Also, 
winter annuals such as common chickweed, marestail, and henbit tend 
to have growth spurts during these warm periods during the winter, so 
it might be useful to scout wheat fields to determine not only the 
height of the weeds but also the growth stage of the crop.  

If both the weeds and crop are actively growing and the factors 
discussed above are met, then it might justify a herbicide application 
to control them. And finally, scout alfalfa fields to determine its growth 
stage. Once the temperature rises and alfalfa starts breaking 
dormancy, it can quickly grow beyond the 2-inch stage to safely spray 
products like Gramoxone and metribuzin. 

6. What subject areas are you most interested in exploring? (Select 
up to 4) 
  __ Finance/bookkeeping/costs/profit margins 
 __ Borrowing and sources of capital 
 __ Planning/business plan development 
 __ Labor and human resources 
 __ Marketing and sales (direct/wholesale/cooperative) 
 __ Government contacting and Minority/Women/Veteran 
      business certification 
 __ Farm and food safety  
 __ Value added product development 
 __ Organic production/certification 
 __ Best practices - animal husbandry 
 __ Best practices - planting and harvesting 
 __ Best practices - pest management 
 __ Best practices - soil testing and field management  
 __ Best Practices - grazing and pasture management 

Warm Winter Weather and Weeds 
Dwight Lingenfelter, PSU Submitted by Jeff Miller 



 
Livestock Resource Website from CCE 

If you are looking for resources for producing and marketing 
livestock, visit the Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Livestock Program 

Work Team website https://www.ccelivestock.com  

New Weed Control Alternatives 
Lynn Sosnoskie, Cornell 

Herbicide-resistant weeds are a growing problem for farmers across 
the country. Luckily some new technologies are on the horizon to help 
battle the  bullies of the plant world.  

1. Weed Zapper - The Weed Zapper is stopping herbicide-resistant 
weeds in their tracks. “It’s a weed electrocution implement we’ve 
evaluated for the past several years,” says Kevin Bradley, 
University of Missouri Extension weed scientist. “We’ve shown it is 
possible and something that might be a part of our arsenal in the 
future.” The Weed Zapper electrocutes whatever the bar, or rope-
like wick on the machine, touches. The key is to use it when weeds 
are taller than the crop canopy. While the idea dates back to the 
1970s, Bradley says improvements could help make it a viable 
control today. “We have shown we can get 90% or greater 
waterhemp control in July or August when they’re sticking above 
the soybean canopy,” Bradley adds.  

2. Weed Laser - James Johnson of Carzalia Valley Produce in New 
Mexico deployed Carbon Robotics’ laser-weeding technology on his 
onion fields in mid-2021. “The biggest hurdle I had with 
transitioning to organic was organic weed control” he says. Carbon 
Robotics hopes its LaserWeeder saves farmers money and time, 
says company CEO Paul Mikesell. As the machine moves across a 
field, optical sensors recognize weeds. Then, high-power CO2 
lasers eliminate them via a flash of thermal energy. The 
LaserWeeder is designed to seamlessly attach to tractors. “Farmers 
tell us they’re seeing 80% savings on their weed control costs.” 
Mikesell says. The company is focused on high-value specialty 
crops but is exploring additional uses.  

3. Blue Light - From killing tumbleweed seeds in Arizona to 
destroying Palmer Amaranth seeds in Ohio. The blue LED light 
Weed Seed Destroyer from Global Neighbor is marching through 
the testing phase and toward commercial launch for the 2024 
season. The Weed Seed Destroyer is a bolt-on aftermarket system 
that uses high intensity blue light to kill weed seeds as they pass 
through the back of the combine. “The easiest way to gain an edge 
on herbicide-resistant weeds is to battle them before they become 
a weed.” says Jon Jackson, the innovator behind the Weed Seed 
Destroyer. “The combine already gives us the perfect theatre to 
treat weed seeds before they’re dispersed.” Blue light, in smaller 
doses, Jackson says, works well as a crop seed stimulant.  

https://www.ccelivestock.com


 

Rotating Corn and Soybean Herbicide Mode of Action 

Growers across the US are fighting a battle against herbicide resistant 
weeds that were created in part by mismanagement. One way for us 
to slow down this progression in our region is to be educated on how 
herbicide resistant weed seed can be spread onto our farms.  

When we purchase feed from parts of the country that have significant 
populations of herbicide resistant weeds these weed seeds can be 
mixed in with the feed we have purchased. Some of these seeds can 
survive the digestive tract of our livestock and wind up being spread 
with their manure across the farm. Crop farmers may import weed 
seed in equipment that they buy from these same areas of the 
country.  

How can we manage these circumstances? 

If we can: don’t import the weed seed onto the farm in feed or on 
equipment. If it may be on the equipment identify the first field where 
the equipment is being used; most likely where the majority of weed 
seeds will be deposited. Make sure to scout for weeds in this field. 
Eradicate any weeds that are suspect by all means possible.  

Learn to recognize weeds that have been found to be resistant to 
herbicides for example members of the Amaranth Pigweed Family
(Palmer, Powell, Redroot, Smooth, Waterhemp). Palmer Amaranth and 
Waterhemp in Western NY have been found to be resistant to both 
glyphosate and ALS herbicides. They have no hairs on their stems like 
the Redroot and Smooth Pigweed we are familiar with. The petioles, 
which is the little stem that connects the leaf to the stem of the plant, 
of Palmer Amaranth are longer than the leaves which is not the case 
for the other Pigweed Species in our area. The leaves of Waterhemp 
are lanceolate in shape and tend to be glossier than those of Redroot 
and Smooth Pigweed. Waterhemp cotyledons are egg-shaped, whereas 
those of the other Pigweeds are more linear. Glyphosate resistant 
Palmer Amaranth or Waterhemp should be controlled in corn by dual 
plus atrazine plus 24D at planting followed by early post emergence 
treatment with banvel (if necessary) and in enlist soybeans by 
preemergence application of sharpen and metribuzin combined with 
post emergence application of enlist one or liberty.  

We almost have to assume that marestail in our area is glyphosate 
and ALS resistant because it has been found in fields in our area and 
the seed is distributed by the wind. Marestail first form a rosette of 
lance shaped leaves that are irregularly toothed and encircle the stem 
and lay close to the ground. As the plant continues to grow it sends up 
a single stem with alternating lance shaped leaves that are hairy.  
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Crop Shorts 
By: Jeff Miller 



 

Did you know? 

CCE Oneida County offers recordings of previous 
agriculture related meetings on our YouTube 

page. Use this link https://tinyurl.com/5n6bswc4 
OR scan the QR Code today to visit our YouTube 

page.  

When we identify the weeds in row crops we can use an appropriate 
herbicide. These are annual weeds that can also be removed by 
mechanical means like tillage and mowing. Be careful to revisit fields 
that have been mowed to check that the weeds have been controlled. 
Dairy farmers can plant infested fields into a hay seeding. Mowing 3 
times a year will control glyphosate resistant weeds preventing them 
from producing seeds while helping to reduce seed in the soil.  

To prevent herbicide resistance development of weeds on our farms we 
can maintain good rotations of crops. We can also rotate the modes of 
action of the herbicides we use to control weeds in our fields. Below is a 
chart that lists commonly used herbicides in corn and soybeans by their 
mode of action. You can use this chart to help select herbicides that will 
control the weeds in your fields while rotating modes of action.  
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Atrazine Consult the Label Before You Apply 

The EPA has made some changes to the atrazine label this year. 
Modeling studies have identified areas in the US where endangered 
species can be impacted by surface runoff of atrazine. The new labels 
may have counties within NY where this situation occurs. In these areas 
there will be more restrictions and requirements to use atrazine. The 
rate can be used will be less. You may be required to choose 3 of a 
number of practices that would reduce potential surface runoff. If you 
use atrazine, research the issue now so that you can adjust practices 
before you are busy doing field work.  

Calibrating Your Drill 

• Calculate the effective width of the drill (number of openings x 
distance between openings) Ex. 10 ft 

• Measure distance of 200ft in a field 

• Mark the drive wheel with chalk or tape 

• Count the number of revolutions in the 200ft distance 

• Identify the seeding rate for seeds to be planted 

• Put the drill on jack stands, fill seed hoppers with enough seed, turn 
wheel until seed is being dropped 

• Check for plugged tubes and repair if necessary  

• Select the setting (manufacturer manual) closest to the desired rate 



 

• Place tarp under the seed tubes to collect the seed 

• Turn the drive wheel the number of revolutions for 200 ft  

• Weigh the seed collected on the tarp on a gram scale and convert 
to pounds by dividing by 454 

• Divide the weight in pounds by the area (200 ft x 10ft)/43560 sq ft 
in an acre to calculate the pounds/acre  

• Remember to calculate the rate of seed by the seeds percent live 
seed (pls) on the seed bag. For example if you want to plant 12 
pounds of seed per acre and the pls is 80%. 12/0.8=15 pounds of 
this seed 

• This is a trial and error process. Make adjustments in the seed rate 
until you get the desired rate 

• This process should be applied for small and large seed boxes 
when using 2 types of seed and can be used with seed mixtures 

 
Does Tire Pressure Impact Crop Yields? 
 
Becks Practical Fam Research did a trial at 5 locations in Indiana, 
Kentucky, Southern Illinois, Minnesota and Ohio in 2022. They wanted 
to see if lowering the pressure on the planter tractor tires would 
reduce compaction and impact yield. Tire pressures in the front tires 
compared in the study were 28, 20, 12 and 10 psi while the rear tires 
were kept at 6 psi. Averaged across all sites the lowest yield was at 35 
psi. The corn yield increased at each of the respective tire pressures 
studied from highest to lowers were 1.3, 1.6, 1.6, and 2.2 bu/ac. A 
similar study in soybeans with tire pressures at 35, 28, 12, 10 and 6 
psi. The increase in yield for the lower tire pressures from the highest 
to the lowest were 0.8, 1.3, 2.4 and 2.5 bu/ac respectively. This study 
showed that there was a definite positive response in yield to the 
lower tire pressure. Although the study was performed at 5 different 
sites this study was only performed in one season. Return on 
investment in this technology will depend on a number of factors like 
the size of the equipment (load per tire), type of equipment, soil type, 
soil moisture, acres covered, etc. A simple example: 500 acres of corn 
and 500 acres of soybeans with 2 bu increase in yield with $6 per bu 
corn and $12 per bu soybeans. (500 x $6 + 500 x $12) = $9000 
return in the first season. This doesn't include savings of tire wear at 
lower than ideal pressure for road travel. 

Did you know? 

CCE Oneida County has a dedicated 
Agriculture Facebook Page! Follow the page to 

stay up to date on what’s happening in and 
around Oneida County! Use this link https://
tinyurl.com/5n7sut2j OR scan the QR Code 

today to visit our Facebook page.  



 

Evaluating Winter Wheat Stands 
Source: University of Missouri IPM 

Many growers were able to plant their wheat in September and early 
October last year. We had an extended fall which supported fall 
growth. Unfortunately, we had little snow cover this winter which may 
have caused injury and stand losses. Here are some factors to 
consider when evaluating your winter wheat fields.  

• Wheat breaks dormancy at a soil temperature of about 39°F. Allow 
about 10 to 14 days of warm weather once green-up begins before 
counting stands 

• Winter survival can vary greatly across the field and is highly 
dependent on topography 

• Winter kill is most likely to occur in areas with little snow cover of 
winter wheat fields with little to no standing stubble to collect 
snowfall 

• Standing water, and ice covering wheat plants, for several days 
can suffocate the crowns. Stands are typically weakened in those 
areas and can have complete loss of plants 

• Exposed hilltops may also have less stand than protected areas of 
the field 

• A stand with 24 or more plants per square foot will be enough to 
maximize grain yield 

• If stand is relatively uniform across the field, 15 plants per square 
foot can still produce reasonable grain yields 

• A stand with 12 to 15 plants per square foot is the minimum that 
should be considered for grain harvest. A lower wheat stand 
population is best planted to another crop  

Alfalfa Stand Evaluation for Winterkill 
 
At greenup: 

• If there are large dead areas rotate 

• Small dead areas consider reseeding those patches 

• Random loss of plants - to thin rotate, unsure recheck in 2 
weeks 

 
At 3 inch growth: 

• Dead areas are growing in size, plant health is deteriorating, 
rotate 

• Plant health is normal, keep for harvest 
At 6 inch height: 

• 55 alfalfa steams/sq ft, no loss 

• 40 stem/sq ft, up to 30% loss 

• Less than 40 stems and limited grass, rotate, significant im-
proved grass consider nitrogen application  



 

When using tiller counts to determine the condition of wheat fields, 
only count tillers that have at least 3 leaves per plant.  
 
The chart below is from Dr. Carrie Knott, Extension Grain Crops 
Specialist at the University of Kentucky and shows wheat yield 
potential for a range of tillers and plants per square foot. Adapted 
from a table in Section 3: Cultural Practices in a Comprehensive Guide 
to Wheat Management in Kentucky. The chart provides an estimate of 
the relationship of wheat stand to yield potential and is only a guide. 
Many factors (plant vigor, weather, disease, fertility management, 
planting date and variety) influence how a wheat stand ultimately 
responds to achieve its final yield potential.  
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Row Width Length of Row to Equal 1 sq. ft.  

7" 20.5" 

7.5" 19.25" 

8" 18" 

10" 14.4" 

Plants per sq. ft. Tillers per square foot Potential Yield %*  

30-35 90-105 100 

24-28 72-84 100 

18-21 54-63 90-95 

15-18 45-54 75-80 

12-14 36-42 60-70 

6-7 18-21 40-50 

To properly assess a wheat stand, observe 10 to 15 locations 
across the field. Count the number of plants and/or tillers per 
square foot. There are several methods, such as using a hula hoop 
or square to measure plants within a given area. An easy way is 
just to simply use a tape measure or yardstick and measure the 
length of row equal to 1 sq. ft. Use the table below for the length to 
use with the appropriate row width.  



 

Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 

7397 State Hwy 80, Cooperstown, NY  13326 
(800) 762-3276  FAX (607) 282-3005 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena, Blue Seal & Poulin Feeds, Bale 
Wrap, Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar 

Fence Posts, Red Wing & Dry Shod Boots 
and More! 

9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 
315-865-5281 

 Mark Smith              PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service    Morrisville, NY 13408 
 

315-447-7579 (Mobile) 
Email: mark@smithagservice.com 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 



 

GARY F. NIEDZIELSKI 
Agent 
239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY 13309-1329 
 
PH:  800.735.3276 
Fax: 315.942.3178 
Email:  gary.niedzielski@american-national.com 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

Representing American National Life Insurance Company of NY.       
Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company. United Farm Family  
Insurance Company. Glenmont, New York 85830.V3.08.2016 

                  AMERICAN NATIONAL® 
 Andy Dugan, PAS 

General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

Member FDIC 

Andy Mower, Serving the Agriculture Industry for 38 years 

 Call: 315.793.7169 
Fax: 315.793.7265 

Email:   
info@empire-custom.com 

Certified in Organic & Grass-fed slaughter  
Custom and Wholesale Processing 
Retail sales, Excellence in every cut 

Bridgewater, NY 
Find us on Facebook 

www.empirecustomprocessingllc.com  

http://www.empirecustomprocessingllc.com
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