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OC Farmland Protection Board 

Public Hearings 

7:00 P.M. Monday June 27, 2022 Minutes 

I. Call to order 

Humphreys called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

II. Attendance 

The following persons were present: Brymer Humphreys, Mike Cosgrove, Paul Snider, Paul van Lieshout, Roger 

Crary, Matt Pawlusik, Marty Broccoli, and Remi Link. 

Guests: David Goldbas 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Motion by Crary to approve April minutes as submitted. Second by van Lieshout. Motion carried.  

IV. Public Hearing for 2022 Open Enrollment – Humphreys opened the floor for public comment on the 

previously reviewed applications at 7:02 P.M. A total of 10 applications with 800.3 acres were submitted 

and approved by the board for 2022 Open Enrollment.  

COMMENTS: None 

No further discussion.  

Motion to approve all 10 applications and close the public hearing for the 2022 open enrollment by 

Cosgrove. 

Second by Crary. No further discussion. Motion carried.  

V. Public Hearing on 2021 State Environmental Quality Review for Open Enrollment – Pawlusik 

open the floor at 7:04 P.M. Copy of the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) was presented. 

Pawlusik reviewed the short form. 800.3 acres will be added.  

COMMENTS: None 

No further discussion. 

Motion to approve the SEQR and close the public hearing by Broccoli. 

Second by Snider. No further discussion. Motion carried. 
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VI. Public Hearing for Agriculture District 5 – Towns of Kirkland, New Hartford, Westmoreland and 

Whitestown – Humphreys opened the floor for public comment on District 5 at 7:07 P.M.  

COMMENTS: 

- Pawluski informed the Board of three applications to be reviewed. A 35 acre & 70 acre in Kirkland and 

a 61 acre in Westmoreland.  The Kirkland applications are by the same owner and within Kirkland’s Ag 

District Overlay.  

- Mr. Goldbas representing the Kirkland applicants explained the use and situation. They recently 

acquired 70 acres that has been and is a current an apple orchard. The 35 acre contains a residence and a 

new horse boarding facility. The LLC for the orchard will be operating the equine boarding operation as 

well as the apple operation. Mr Golbas was asked why the applicants felt they needed representation. Mr. 

Goldbas stated that there was some push back and his clients wanted to make sure everything is covered 

and that they are taking the right steps for their farm operation. Link reminded everyone that multiple uses 

can occur on a single piece of property. The additional protections associated with a state certified 

agricultural district extend to the agricultural activities of a farm operation on that property. Other 

activities and uses that are not related do not receive those same protections.  

- Pawluski presented the Westmoreland application to the Board.  

No further comments from the floor. 

Motion to approve all three application for Agricultural District 5 by Crary. Second by Cosgrove. No further 

discussion. Motion carried.  

Motion to accept all previous recommendations for Agriculture District 5 and close the public hearing by 

Crary. 

Second by Cosgrove. No further discussion. Motion carried.  

VII. Public Hearing on State Environmental Quality Review for Agricultural District 5 – Pawlusik open the 

floor at 7:44 P.M. Copy of the SEQR was presented. After reviewed a total of 17,295.2 acres in District 5. 

Pawlusik reviewed the short form. 

COMMENTS: None 

No further discussion. 

Motion to approve the SEQR and close the public hearing for District 5 by Broccoli.  

Second by Snider. No further discussion. Motion carried. 

VIII. NYSA&G Planning Grants Update – A press release was sent about the available funding for the 

Municipal Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plans from NYSDA&M. Link reported that she was 

contacted by Tom McDonnald Supervisor for the Town of Remsen. They will be starting the process of a 

Comprehensive Plan for the Town and would like to explore the funding that is available for the agricultural 
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piece in the plan. Link has made the contact with Jeff Kehoe at Dept. Agriculture & Markets about their 

interest.  

IX. Road Signage – Broccoli reported that 100 signs have been ordered and will be going up around the 

county.  

X. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Broccoli. Second by Snider. Meeting adjourned at 8:08 P.M. 

NEXT MEETING: December 


