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Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Lawrence County 

Board of Directors Meeting 

September 28, 2022, 6:00 p.m. 

Extension Learning Farm – Front Classroom 

 

Board Members Present: Dan Kent, Loni Recker, Larry Denesha, Sarah Bentley-Garfinkle, 

Gavin MacKellar, Robert Zufall, Mark White, Mary Lou McKnight, Lori Sheffield, Tina Cobb, 

Pete Smith.  

Absent: Paul O’Connor, Patty Gilbert, Lynzie Schulte. 

Staff Present: Patrick Ames, Tammy Hill, Badra Rouhi, Erin Farrell, Casey Caswell. 

1. Call to Order- Welcome: Dan Kent, President, called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m. 

 

Dan Kent appointed Patty Gilbert as an interim board member to fill the vacancy left by 

Nancy Badlam for the remainder of 2022. 

 

2. 2021 Single Audit Presentation- Travis Smith of Dermody, Burke, & Browns, CPA:  

Travis Smith of Dermody, Burke, & Browns, CPA gave a presentation to the board of the 

first-time single audit he completed for the association and indicated that the majority of 

the funds audited were from the SNAP-Ed program. Travis explained that the audit found 

some minor journal entries that needed to be corrected, however, there was no major 

issues. He went on to explain that Cornell Cooperative Extension made a systemwide 

change on how it handles fix assets (increasing the threshold of capital investments to 

$5,000) which ended up being an $81,000 hit to the bottom line for St. Lawrence County.  

 

Travis went over key notes on page 13 of his report which broke down the property 

equipment. Travis explained that the association has enough financial assets to meet the 

Associations needs for 77 days which is good but could be higher. He also elaborated that 

the Association could release designate financial assets and increase that number to 125 

days.  

 

Patrick asked Travis if he would recommend increasing the Association credit line from 

it’s current $150,000. Travis said that $150,000 was in line with other similar sized 

organizations, but it might be worth it to look into an increase. Board member Tina Cobb, 

who serves as the Executive Director of the North Country Prenatal Perinatal Council, 

said that their line of credit is $250,000 she thought it would be worthwhile looking into.  

 

Overall, Travis said it was a very good report, with clean opinions, which is exactly what 

you want from an audit. Travis also mentioned that page 30, the general overview 

section, would be published so that the public can review and look at the Association’s 

financials and audit findings.  



 

Tina Cobb made a motion to accept 2021 audit as presented. Lori Sheffield 

seconded. All in favor, motion carried.  

 

3. Approval of Board Meeting Minutes July 26, 2022: 

 

Mary Lou McKnight made a motion to appove the July board meeting minutes. 

Gavin MacKellar seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

4.   Finance: 

4.1 Financial Reports: The Association’s Finance Manager, Badra Rouhi, gave a brief 

report on the financials dated July 31, 2022 (attached).   

Executive Director Patrick Ames stated that the net from operations last year was $4,000 

and this year was $13,000 which represents a modest increase.  

Badra explained that the Association’s revenue was $98,000 more than this time last 

year.  

Loni Recker asked what the unclaimed funds line represents. Badra said that these were 

checks that the Association sent that were not cashed. She said these funds were moved 

to this special account to be held for a certain period of time.  

Larry Denesha made a motion to accept the July 31, 2022 financial report as 

presented. Lori Sheffield seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

4.2 Financial Resolutions:  

Patrick presented financial resolution #2022-24 (Previously tabled, attached) to the board, 

so they could re-consider it. Patrick asked if board members had any additional questions, 

and asked if everyone had gotten a chance to review video footage of the commercial 

squash peeler in action.  

Tina Cobb made the motion to approve Financial Resolution #2022-24. Larry 

Denesha seconded. All in favor, motion carried.  

Patrick Ames presented Resolution #2022-26 (attached) to authorize the $20,000 expense 

of the single audit of the Association’s 2021 financial statements. 

Gavin MacKellar moved to approve Resolution #2022-26. Sarah Bentley-Garfinkle 

seconded. All in favor motion passed.  

5.    Unfinished Business:  None.  

6.    New Business: 

6.1 Nominating Committee-2022 Slate of Candidates: Patrick Ames announced that 

the nominating committee had met in August and came up with a list of potential 



candidates to replace outgoing board members including Mark Berninghausen of Squeak 

Creek Apiaries and Sharon Poole of One Steep at a Time. Patrick also reminded the 

board that Patty Gilbert had been appointed to fill a vacancy and would need to be put on 

the ballot to complete the vacant term of Nancy Badlam.  

Bob Zufall moved to accept the draft of nominees. Tina Cobb seconded. All in favor 

motion passed.  

6.2 Annual Meeting – Final Coordination: 

Patrick Ames announced that the Annual Meeting would be Tuesday, October 18th and 

would be held at the Farm again. Patrick asked the board if they would be able to attend 

the meeting if it started at early as 5 pm instead of the usual 6 pm due to shrinking 

daylight hours in the fall. Most board members agreed that this time change worked for 

them.  

6.3 Request to Carry Over Accrued Leave: 

Patrick presented to the board a letter from Extension employee Wanda Collins, 

(attached) requesting to carry two extra days of vacation time from 2022 to 2023 so that 

she can visit her daughter in Australia. Patrick explained that current policy only allows 

staff to carry up to 40 hours of accrued time and that Wanda would not be able to accrue 

enough time in the new year to cover the full length of her trip. Patrick explained that 

Wanda had initially planned to visit her daughter in 2022, but travel plans had forced her 

to reschedule her trip. Patrick said the he supported this request, but that it would have to 

be approved by the board.  

Mary Lou McKnight made a motion to approve the carry over request. Pete Smith 

seconded. All in favor, motion passed. 

7.  Reports: 

7.1 Legislative Representative: Larry Denesha gave his legislative report to the board. 

He explained that is was budget time for St. Lawrence County and that there would be no 

tax increase for next year which was great news.  

7.2 Executive Director:  

Patrick Ames presented his Executive Director’s Report dated September 26, 2022 

(attached).  

Patrick noted that the USDA Rural Development’s Rural Business Development Grant 

RFP would soon be announced. The Association has had success with this program, 

which supports technical assistance outreach conducted by the Ag and Food Systems 

Program area. Patrick asked for ideas that might enable the Association to craft a 

proposal around the dairy and livestock sectors. 

Mary Lou McKnight suggested sending out a survey to dairy farmers to see what types of 

programs they might want. She also said that the biggest challenge dairy farmers were 



facing was related to transportation issues and rising costs. Patrick agreed to discuss what 

might be included in a survey at the Ag Advisory Committee Meeting.  

7.3 Program Reports 

Patrick Ames went over Flip Filippi’s program report (attached) because she was unable 

to attend the board meeting.  

Mary Lou expressed that the Day at the Farm event, which CCE assisted with, was a 

huge success with over 700-800 people in attendance.  

SNAP-Ed program leader Casey Caswell, gave a brief program report. Casey announced 

that a new SNAP-Ed Nutrition Educator, Christina Elwyn, had been hired and that there 

was one more open educator position.  

Tammy Hill gave a program report on 4-H Youth and Family. Tammy explained that 

Northwind was currently at capacity and being run by Celeste Oppito who was serving as 

site supervisor and that things were off to a great start. Tammy also said that 4-H 

enrollment numbers had increased significantly in large part to Animal and Activity 

nights that were being offered once a month.  

7. Adjournment  

Tina Cobb moved to adjourn the meeting; Lori Sheffield seconded. All in favor, 

motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

 


