
 
What to Do in December 2022 

 
 
By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 
 

Dec. 4 
 
Perennials: It’s not too late to plant healthy spring bulbs. Bulbs that dry out in storage are not likely to perform 
well, so as long as the ground’s not frozen solid, you can keep planting.  
 
Flowers: Clear out frost-killed annuals that don’t have winter interest in visible areas. Consider cutting back 
sturdy annuals with hollow stems to 12-18 inches and leaving them in less visible areas for cavity nesting bees 
to use next year. Similarly, cut back hollow stemmed perennials to 12-18 inches where new growth will hide the 
old stems in spring.  
 
Fruits and Vegetables: You can’t beat homemade soup to help inoculate you from the winter blahs. Find a few 
recipes to try. You can grow some of the needed herbs and vegetables for your favorite recipes in the garden 
next year. Check out gardening catalogues now while popular seeds should be in stock. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: If the soil is bare around the root zones of azaleas and rhododendrons, you can help protect 
these shallow-rooted shrubs with up to 2 inches of an organic mulch such as shredded oak leaves, pine needles 
or woodchips. Keep mulch a few inches away from the trunks or stems of the shrubs to prevent stem rot and 
diseases. Spotted lanternfly (SLF) egg masses may be present on trees and many landscape surfaces. SLF is a 
major agricultural threat that can kill crops (grapes, fruit trees and others) and affect landscape plants. See  
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  Report sightings by 
sending an image to ReportSLF.com and crush as many eggs as you can find. Use a card to scrape them off of 
surfaces into a sealable bag, squish and discard in trash. 
 
Lawns: Too many leaves on the lawn can smother grass. You can leave small leaves and clippings that filter 
down through the grass blades in place. Rake up thickly fallen leaves from the lawn. Also remove leaves from 
walkways where they’re slippery and hazardous when wet and add them to a compost pile. If you haven’t 
already done so, put fertilizer products in a cool, dry area to store. New York State Law prohibits lawn fertilizer 
application between December 1 and April 1, but it’s best to wait until around Memorial Day to fertilize the 
grass. 
 
Houseplants: As the days become shorter, provide maximum sunlight for houseplants. If they are in an area 
that does not receive enough light and are stretching to reach the bit of light available, consider supplemental 
lighting. 
 
General: If you haven’t already done so, make sure you’ve drained and gathered up all hoses and turned off 
outdoor water spigots.  
 
Here’s a great holiday gift for the gardener in your life: a subscription to the 2023 Home Garden Lecture Series 
through Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester. One lecture per month from January through May, and 
a tour in June (while there is space). The whole series is $45; a ticket to any one virtual lecture is $5 in advance. 
For more information contact CCE at 914-285-4640, at 914-285-4620 or westchester@cornell.edu  See the 
brochure at: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/59393/2023_Home_Gardening_Lecture_Series_1
1-3-22.pdf?1667500184 
 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63
mailto:westchester@cornell.edu
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/59393/2023_Home_Gardening_Lecture_Series_11-3-22.pdf?1667500184
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/59393/2023_Home_Gardening_Lecture_Series_11-3-22.pdf?1667500184


 
 

Dec. 11 
 

Perennials and Flowers: Outdoor containers can be sites for spotted lanternfly egg masses. SLF is a major 
agricultural threat that can kill crops (grapes, fruit trees and others) and affect landscape plants. See  
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  Report sightings by 
sending an image to ReportSLF.com and crush as many eggs as you can find. Use a card to scrape them off of 
surfaces into a sealable bag, squish and discard in trash. 
 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Check the veggie garden for remaining produce that can be harvested. Very hardy 
vegetables such as carrots and leeks may be covered thickly with mulch to keep the ground from freezing and 
harvested into winter, or even without protection in warmer areas. Enjoy the fruits of your labor! 
 
Trees and Shrubs: If deer visit the landscape and it is chock full of “deer candy” such as azalea, rhododendron, 
and yew, protective netting should be in place now. This is more effective than repellents, especially when the 
deer population is high. Where effective, repellents may not last and may need to be reapplied throughout the 
winter. 
 
Lawns: After you’ve used a gas mower for the last time this season, ready it for winter by adding fuel stabilizer 
to the remaining gas in the tank and running the engine to distribute the stabilizer. Remove the blade and 
sharpen it (or have this done by a professional), scrape any clippings from the undercarriage, and change the 
spark plug, air filter and, depending on the model, the oil. (Not all models have an oil tank.) To avoid dealing 
with gas and oil in the future, as well as lowering emissions, consider purchasing an electric model when the 
time comes to replace the gas mower. 
 
Houseplants: Be on the lookout for insect pests such as aphids, mealybugs, scale, spider mites, thrips and 
whiteflies that can ravage houseplants. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for advice.  
  
General: Birds need an ongoing source of fresh, clean water that isn’t frozen. Consider providing water near a 
birdfeeder so the birds can benefit from access to a readily available source of hydration when they visit. 
 
Here’s a great holiday gift for the gardener in your life: a subscription to the 2023 Home Garden Lecture Series 
through Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester. One lecture per month from January through May, and 
a tour in June (while there is space). The whole series is $45; a ticket to any one virtual lecture is $5 in advance.   
For more information contact CCE at 914-285-4640, at 914-285-4620 or westchester@cornell.edu  See the 
brochure at: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/59393/2023_Home_Gardening_Lecture_Series_1
1-3-22.pdf?1667500184   
 

Dec. 18 
 

Perennials: To help protect hydrangea buds from cold weather injury, leave the spent flowers on the plants 
until spring. Remove them when the danger of a killing frost is past. 
 
Flowers: Holiday poinsettia plants will last well past the holidays if you expose them to bright light and cool 
night temperatures in the 50s or 60s. Water them so the soil is moist but not soggy and allow to dry slightly 
between waterings. Protect all houseplants plants from drafts and direct heat sources.  
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Continue to harvest leeks and other hardy winter vegetables. Now that fruit trees are 
bare, take a good look at their form. Remove dead branches. Mark weak, crossing or unproductive shoots with 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
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surveyor’s tape or other soft material for removal in spring. Unsure of how to prune? Contact your local 
Cooperative Extension for advice. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: Keep an eye out for dead or damaged branches and prune accordingly. While you’re there, 
check for spotted lanternfly egg masses on trees and many landscape surfaces. SLF is a major agricultural threat 
that can kill crops (grapes, fruit trees and others) and affect landscape plants. See  
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  Report sightings by 
sending an image to ReportSLF.com and crush as many eggs as you can find. Use a card to scrape them off of 
surfaces into a sealable bag, squish and discard in trash. 
 
Lawns: Keep off the lawn after a heavy frost or snow; foot traffic can damage the grass underneath. 
 
Houseplants: Houseplant growth may slow down in winter. Consider forgoing fertilizer until spring, Water 
may be needed less often. When you do water, use enough to thoroughly moisten the soil without causing it to 
become soggy. Allow the excess water to drain from the pot and remove it from the saucer. 
 
General: This is a good month to inventory seeds, so you can remind yourself what you have already before 
buying more of the same. Many seeds are viable for three to five years if stored in a cool dry place. To test 
germination rates, select 10 to 20 seeds, roll them up in a damp paper towel and store them in a loosely fastened 
plastic bag in a warm spot. Leave them for a week or more, depending on seed type, keeping the paper towel 
slightly damp. If relatively few sprout, opt for new seeds. (You can do this closer to the time you want to sow 
seeds and plant seeds that sprout, though you might miss popular varieties that sell out quickly.)  
 
Here’s a great holiday gift for the gardener in your life: a subscription to the 2023 Home Garden Lecture Series 
through Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester. One lecture per month from January through May, and 
a tour in June (while there is space). The whole series is $45; a ticket to any one virtual lecture is $5 in advance.  
For more information contact CCE at 914-285-4640, at 914-285-4620 or westchester@cornell.edu  See the 
brochure at: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/59393/2023_Home_Gardening_Lecture_Series_1
1-3-22.pdf?1667500184   
 
 

Dec. 25 
 
Perennials: After the holidays, remove the branches from a cut Christmas tree or other needled evergreen 
decorations and lay them over frozen ground to protect perennials and fall-planted pansies. Covering frozen 
ground keeps the plants from heaving during periods of winter thaws and discourages rodents that tunnel though 
loose soil.  
 
Flowers: Add winter interest to outdoor containers by including evergreen and holly boughs, and non-invasive 
flowering plant stems with interesting, persistent seed heads.  
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Dream on! Check out and order favorites and new varieties from vegetable gardening 
catalogues before they sell out. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: How many different trees can you identify in the neighborhood when they don’t have 
leaves? You can learn how to ID bark, twigs and buds in field guides found in most libraries. “Know Your 
Trees” is a longtime source about 50 trees common to New York. Here’s an online version: 
http://bhort.bh.cornell.edu/tree/trees.htm  
 
Lawns: Keep cars off frozen grass.  
 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
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Houseplants: Keep houseplants away from cold drafts or damaging heat. Indoor plants can also get dusty, 
which makes it harder for them to absorb light. Wipe leaves off with a damp cloth, or rinse small plants off with 
tepid water in the sink.  
 
Check out the 2023 Home Garden Lecture Series through Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester. One 
lecture per month from January through May, and a tour in June (while there is space). The whole series is $45; 
a ticket to any one virtual lecture is $5 in advance.   
For more information contact CCE at 914-285-4640, at 914-285-4620 or westchester@cornell.edu  See the 
brochure at: 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/59393/2023_Home_Gardening_Lecture_Series_1
1-3-22.pdf?1667500184   
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