
What to do in November 2022 
By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 

 

Nov. 6 

 

Perennials: It’s mum season, and here are a few things to know: Some mums, often called garden mums, are 

hardy perennials. These survive the winter best when they are planted in spring, but are often hard to find at that 

time. After the ground freezes, if you protect hardy mums that were set in garden soil earlier this fall with a 

loose mulch (such as pine boughs), they may come back next year. By contrast, so-called florist or pot mums 

are annuals: one season and they’re done. 

 

Flowers: Continue to plant tulip bulbs, and don’t be stingy. As with daffodils, tulips look better en masse, 

rather than just a few here and there. 

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Continue harvesting frost-tolerant vegetables like broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 

cauliflower and carrots. The flavor of these vegetables often improves as the plants accumulate sugars in cold 

weather. If you grow American persimmons, the fruit must be soft and ripe before it can be used. You can leave 

them on the tree in cold weather, but it’s not necessary for the fruit to be exposed to frost to ripen. If squirrels or 

other animals are taking almost-ripe fruit that have not yet softened, you can harvest and allow it to fully ripen 

indoors.  

 

Trees and Shrubs: You can still plant deciduous trees and shrubs. It’s ok to prune oak trees in the coming 

weeks. The trees will be less likely to be exposed to the beetles that carry oak wilt. Check trees for spotted 

lanternfly (SLF) adults and egg masses on trees and many landscape surfaces. SLF is a major agricultural threat 

that can kill crops (grapes, fruit trees and others) and affect landscape plants. See  

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  Report sightings to 

ReportSLF.com 

 

Lawns: Cool-season grasses like bluegrass and fescue grow more robustly in fall than in summer when they go 

dormant without rain or irrigation. The rain we’ve had recently makes this doubly true. Continue to mow the 

grass at a height of 3½ as long as it’s growing. This will help increase the density of the grass and reduce 

available space for crabgrass and other weeds next spring.  

 

Houseplants: The plants are taking a much-needed rest from a season of growth, especially if they were 

outdoors this past summer. Most houseplants grow less this time of year and won’t need as much water or 

fertilizer as they do when in active growth.  

 

General: Time to clean and set out bird feeders, if you took them down in the warm weather. Birds also need 

sources of drinking water in the fall and winter.  

 

Nov. 13 

 

Perennials: It’s ok to leave some leaves and healthy plant stems in your perennial garden. Beneficial insects 

such as lady beetles, some butterflies and other pollinators use leaves as insulating habitat to survive the winter. 
 

Flowers: For fabulous blooms at Christmas, try potting an amaryllis bulb. Choose a pot no more than two 

inches wider than the bulb. (Make sure the pot has drainage holes.) Add a little potting soil, then the bulb, then 

more potting soil until the bulb is covered only halfway. Water the bulb well and put it in a warm place (70° to 

75° F). From then on, keep the soil moist but not wet. When the plant begins to grow, move the pot to a sunny 

window. Fertilize the amaryllis every two to four weeks. Turn the pot every day to keep the flower stalk 

straight. (Still, it might need to be staked.) Flowers appear four to six weeks after potting.   

https://www.thespruce.com/growing-brussels-sprouts-1403442
https://www.thespruce.com/how-to-grow-carrots-in-the-vegetable-garden-1403472
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63


 

Fruits and Vegetables: If you’ve had a problem with cutworms, squash vine borer or other insects that over 

winter in the ground, and you haven’t planted a cover crop in garden beds that are finished for the season, 

consider tilling areas to expose these pest insects to birds, desiccation, and freezing temperatures. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: Protect arborvitae, azaleas, rhododendron, and other deer-candy shrubs, lest they get eaten 

to nubs. Fencing or well secured heavy wire cages are most effective barriers. In a pinch, use burlap or netting 

on sturdy stakes. As soon I begin to rake the leaves, I get my nets out! 

 

Lawns: Avoid smothering the grass by raking when a thick layer of leaves has fallen. You can put them to good 

use in a compost pile. If the leaves disappear into the grass when you mow, you can leave them in place. You 

may not need to mow as often as you did this summer, but continue as long as your grass is growing. 

 

Houseplants: Plants may shed leaves as they adjust to warm and dry indoor conditions, especially if they are 

brought indoors after the weather began to cool. With proper care, the plants may take a month or 2 to recover. 

 

General: Check trees for spotted lanternfly (SLF) adults and egg masses on trees and many landscape surfaces. 

SLF is a major agricultural threat that can kill crops (grapes, fruit trees and others) and affect landscape plants. 

See  https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  Report sightings 

to ReportSLF.com 

  

Nov. 20 

 

Perennials: Now’s a good time to add organic matter like finished compost to perennial beds where you’re 

considering a renovation or new plantings next spring. 

 

Flowers: Try spicing up Thanksgiving flower arrangements by adding branches of beautyberry, burning bush 

or winterberry; colorful leaves of beech, maple or oak trees, and even seasonal fruits and vegetables.  

 

Fruits and Vegetables: As in a perennial garden, vegetable garden beds can benefit from organic matter 

amendments such as compost and shredded leaves. You can spread an inch or 2 of these materials on the soil 

between late fall veggies, or on empty beds now (no digging required) and leave the amendments to further 

decay over the coming months, and they’ll be ready for you to plant in spring. If some leaves are not fully 

decomposed by spring, no problem! Just remove any large leaves that would impede seedling growth. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: If there are periods when the top few inches of soil become dry, continue to supply an inch 

of water out to the dripline (where the branches end) of trees and shrubs. Strive to keep the top approximately 6 

to 8 inches of soil moist but not soggy. This is especially important when watering evergreens and new 

plantings. Once the ground freezes, they will no longer have access to water, and can be prone to winter injury. 

 

Lawns: If a soil test indicates your soil is acidic and its pH needs to be raised (common in our area), you could 

apply lime as instructed. But don’t just guess; have the pH tested and never apply more than 50 pounds of lime 

per 1,000 square feet at a single application. Do not apply lime to frozen soil or when a heavy rain could wash it 

away. If the soil pH needs to be lowered, now is not the best time. Wait until spring, as many common products 

require warm soils to work. 

 

Houseplants: Overwatering, which leads to root rot, is the biggest killer of houseplants. When you water, it’s 

better to water thoroughly (if less often), letting the excess drain out the bottom of the pot. If you water 

frequently but just enough to moisten the top of the soil, salt deposits can build up.  

 

General: Make sure you’ve shut off and drained an irrigation system or other outdoor pipes that may freeze 

during cold weather. If you haven’t stored the hoses, do so now. While you’re outside, check outdoor furniture, 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63


equipment, trees, and other surfaces for spotted lanternfly (SLF) adults and egg masses. SLF is a major 

agricultural threat that can kill crops (grapes, fruit trees and others) and affect landscape plants. See  

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  Report sightings to 

ReportSLF.com 

 

Nov. 27 

 

Perennials: To help prevent pest insects and reduce disease inoculum from overwintering in your perennial 

garden, remove and bury or discard diseased or insect infested plants. Some butterflies and caterpillars spend 

the winter in leaves and other dried plant remnants, so it’s a good idea to leave some healthy plant parts as 

shelter for these beneficials. Add extra debris from healthy plants to your compost pile. Shred it for faster 

decomposition. 

 

Flowers: Mulch flower and bulb beds after the ground freezes with loose material such as pine boughs so plants 

aren’t injured from frost heaving of soil during freeze and thaw cycles. Waiting until the ground is frozen may 

also discourage digging and access to the plants for meadow mice. 

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Protect arugula, kale, spinach and other cool-season crops from freezing with a cold 

frame, plastic sheeting or a floating row cover, which is permeable fabric sheeting. Make sure the cold frame or 

plastic is vented so the plants don’t get too hot on sunny days.  

 

Trees and Shrubs: Protect the bark of young fruit and other trees from mice by wrapping hardware cloth or a 

similar wire fencing with very small openings around the bottom of the trunk. Also, keep mulches where critters 

can take cover away from the base of the trees.  

 

Lawns: Protect our water resources: Do not apply fertilizer in late fall. Research has shown that much fertilizer 

applied in November is not used by grass plants and simply runs off the site. New York State law prohibits lawn 

fertilizer between December 1 and April 1. 

 

Houseplants: The placement of plants indoors is key to their success. Never expose the plants to a freezing or 

cold draft, or put them on or near a radiator or other heat source that can overheat them and dry them out.  
 

General: Take a walk around the property to size up the gardens and the total effect. Is it boring? Does it all die 

off in fall and winter? Take photos and notes and consider adding interest next year by planting for winter 

interest: evergreens, trees with interesting silhouettes, persistent ornamental perennials and grasses. Spotted 

lanternfly (SLF) adults may still be active laying egg masses. SLF is a major agricultural threat that can kill 

crops (grapes, fruit trees and others) and affect landscape plants. See  

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/  Report sightings to 

ReportSLF.com 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63

