
The Skaneateles Watershed Education Program works to protect the water 
quality of Skaneateles Lake, a treasured resource that serves as the primary 
drinking water source for Skaneateles and the City of Syracuse. The City of 

Syracuse has funded this program since its inception in 1996. 

A Year of Collaborations and Community Events
By: Camille Marcotte, Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga County

It’s been a busy year! CCE Onondaga both led and collaborated on a variety 
of educational programs throughout the year. We started off with a webinar 
on road salt in February, collaborated with SLA on the Responding to the 
Rain event in May, and worked with Finger Lakes PRISM, NYS IPM and the 
CCE Master Gardeners to hold an invasive species event in June. In March, 
we began our four-part educational series on Landscaping for Heavy Rains, 
Beauty and Butterflies, with additional programs held in April, June and July. 
For a recap of that collaborative event, view the summer WAVE newsletter. 

We continued to update the Skaneateles Lake Watershed website, adding 
information to the agriculture page, as well as a factsheet on phosphorus 
to the FAQ page. Also, we distributed two editions of the WAVE newsletter 
(summer and winter), as well as monthly e-newsletters - sign-up here!

We got our hands dirty working to restore the rain garden in front of the 
City of Syracuse Water Department building at 20 W. Genesee Street. A huge 
thank you to our Master Gardener Volunteers for their help: Emily Adams, 
Carol Jerose, and Joy Pople. We will be continuing this work next year by 
adding plants, creating a drainage swale, and adding ID tags for the plants.

Other water quality work that we completed included helping Onondaga 
County Save the Rain with their rain barrel program, teaching a streams 
program to 4-H kids at their nature camp, helping to coordinate the outreach 
event for the Skaneateles Nine Element plan, and participating in community 
events like the Baltimore Woods Earth Day, Green Lakes Environmental Field 
Days, and SUNY ESF Student Environmental Education Coalition event. 

Thank you to everyone who supported our programs this year, whether 
it was as a collaborator, volunteer, or attendee - we appreciate you all! 
Looking forward to bringing you more hands-on, interactive, and informative 
programming next year! 
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Drone Cover Crop Seeding in Skaneateles
By: Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist, Onondaga SWCD

This summer the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Ag 
Program (SLWAP) contracted with CNY Drone Services 
to apply an annual ryegrass cover crop seed on 97 
acres of standing corn silage fields in the Skaneateles 
Lake watershed. The project was the first-time use 
of large aerial drone technology for planting seed 
on central New York farms. The main goal of the 
project is to establish a cover crop before the crop is 
harvested. Ryegrass fall establishment was satisfactory 
in all fields, except one. Our experience shows that 
advancing drone technology has promising uses on the 
farm as we learn how to use it effectively. 

Annual ryegrass is shade tolerant, so it will germinate 
and establish under the canopy of corn leaves. It has 
a successful history of application by aircraft in the 
Midwest about 6 weeks before crop harvesting. Rainy 
weather conditions can delay corn harvest or delay cover 
crop planting after the corn harvest. Without cover crop protection, the soil is vulnerable to erosion from storm 
and spring runoff events during the dormant season.

The agricultural fields selected for this trial are in a high priority sub-watershed of Skaneateles Lake that has 
a high impact on drinking water quality. Planting of cover crops with drone technology will allow for a quick 
establishment of a ‘green carpet’ of growing plants as enhanced protection for this great resource. Cover crops 
also increase infiltration of water into the soil profile to reduce storm water runoff potential from the fields. 
Another benefit is cover crops increase soil aggregates and organic matter which increases overall soil health. 
This a win-win for the farm and the environment. For more information on drone seeding, contact the SLWAP & 
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District at (315) 457-0325.

Other updates: The Onondaga County SWCD hosted a “very hands-on” Dave Derrick stream training between 
August 15 and 17, 2022. Eighteen students from across New York State, representing various public agencies, 
attended to learn more about stream bed/bank stabilization and design. This training opportunity benefited 
every major watershed in Onondaga County. The goal is to have staff be as well trained and prepared for stream 
related events and emergencies in our county and the three-county region of the Skaneateles Lake Watershed, 
as possible. 

The first day was in the classroom. The second day was a field trip to multiple restoration sites, and including 
one upcoming project opportunity for the Onondaga County SWCD. The third and final day was spent in the 
classroom bringing all the knowledge and experiences together. Primary learning topics included: assessment, 
design, construction, and bioengineering, innovative construction methodologies, construction layout 
techniques, and inspection and monitoring master plans and guidelines for stream and river restoration projects. 
Special focus was spent on grade control methods and habitat restoration features in the projects. 

The take home message for all students was to make sure your projects are environmentally compatible and 
use cost-effective approaches and methodologies for design of river and streambank stabilization and riparian 
corridor restoration projects. We especially learned to make sure to include Sycamore and Button Bush in our 
final restoration/live-staking plans. The Onondaga County SWCD was very grateful to have Mr. Derrick in the 
house and is planning to have him back to guide us on an additional four complex stream project sites.

Drone cover cropping (top and bottom left photos) and hands-on 
stream training (bottom right). Photo credit: Onondaga SWCD



Land Donation to Protect Skaneateles Lake Water Quality
By: Finger Lakes Land Trust

The Finger Lakes Land Trust (FLLT) accepted the donation of 15 acres 
of steep forested hillside on Glen Haven Road in the town of Niles, 
Cayuga County. Located above the southwestern shore of Skaneateles 
Lake, the property was donated by Cortland residents Karen and Chet 
Seibert. When asked why they wanted to donate their property for 
conservation, Karen and Chet said, “We want to protect the precious 
land and pure water for future generations.”

The property is dominated by sugar maples and features multiple 
creeks that flow directly into Skaneateles Lake, the unfiltered drinking 
water supply for the City of Syracuse. Protection of the parcel will 
safeguard the lake’s water quality by prohibiting development on 
its steep slopes. Development pressures are steadily increasing around the lake and protecting steep wooded 
hillsides stabilizes soils and prevents erosion and sediment loading into the lake.

The 15 acres are adjacent to an existing property acquired by the FLLT in 2020 from Cayuga County and in close 
proximity to another parcel donated in 2018. In addition to protecting water quality, creating a network of 
conserved lands at the south end of the lake ensures the scenic character of the area and safeguards wildlife 
habitat. 

Esker Repair in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed 
By: Kendra Pearson, Central New York Land Trust

 
The Central New York Land Trust has begun esker repair work on two contiguous properties on Skaneateles 
Lake. Both properties were acquired this past year as a part of our ongoing watershed protection initiative. The 
properties total more than 100 acres with approximately 600 feet of lake frontage. Extensive damage was done 
to the esker prior to our acquisition with the installation of a logging road and removal of hemlock tree. Eskers 
are long, steep ridges that run down to the shoreline. These ridges are held together by shallow soil and tree 
roots. Once the soil is disturbed, these areas become prone to erosion from wind and water.  

We began phase one of our repair work this year. These measures 
include treatment for hemlock woolly adelgid by Onondaga Soil and 
Water in an effort to retain the remaining hemlock, and installation 
of retention material to shore up the substrate by Brillo Excavating. 
Funding for phase one was provided by the Central New York 
Community Foundation.  

Phase two of the repair will commence in the spring of 2023 with 
re-establishment of native plants and shrubs to help further mitigate 
erosion and create stability. Funding for phase two will be provided by 
the Water Quality Improvement Program acquisition grant.

This is a long-term project and a challenging esker repair, but the CNY 
Land Trust is committed to the success of the project. These important 

pieces of land are upstream from the water supply intake for the City of Syracuse and pose potential issues for 
water quality if not restored.  

Part of the long-term goals for the project are to partner with SUNY ESF and Syracuse University to establish a 
center for excellence with a wet lab and research facility on site for graduate and undergraduate students to 
study blue-green algae, water quality, invasive species such as hemlock woolly adelgid, and to monitor the health 
of Skaneateles Lake.

Esker repair - Photo credit: CNY Land Trust

Siebert property is on the left  where there is a 
break in the cloud shadows. Photo credit: Matt 

Champlin
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This newsletter was created by Camille Marcotte of Cornell Cooperative Extension Onondaga 
County and Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse Water Dept. Special thank you to our partnering 

contributors.
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Education Program

Funding for Cornell Cooperative Extension programming in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed is 
provided by the City of Syracuse Department of Water.

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an equal opportunity program and employment provider. 
If you need special assistance, please contact our office at 315-424-9485.

Stay connected! 
Join our Water Quality List-serve to receive digital WAVE Reviews, event announcements, and more. 

Skaneateles Watershed Residents and those looking to protect water quality
in their community are encouraged to join.  

List serve accessible through this direct link http://eepurl.com/bQ22XP or by visiting our website at 
www.cceonondaga.org and searching for our ‘Skaneateles Lake’ landing page.

 
Don’t forget to check out the new Skaneateles Lake Watershed website at www.skanlakeinfo.org

Important Contacts for the Skaneateles Watershed

Cayuga County Health Department 315-253-1405
Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-252-4171
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County 315-424-9485
Cortland County Health Department 607-753-5036
Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District 607-756-5991
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits (Onondaga & Cayuga) 315-426-7438
NYS DEC Region 7 Environmental Permits Sub-office (Cortland) 607-753-3095
NYS DEC Spill Prevention and Response 800-457-7362
NYS DEC Region 7 Water & Wastewater (Stormwater, Dam Safety, Flood Control) 315-426-7500 
Onondaga County Health Department 315-435-3252
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District 315-457-0325
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program 315-457-0325
Syracuse Water Department (Skaneateles) 315-448-8366

http://www.skanlakeinfo.org

