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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW - THE BRINE GARDEN 
By Sharon Gagne, CCEDC MG Volunteer  

 
There are as many garden styles as there are gardeners.  Most of us are familiar with cottage 
style, manicured annual or perennial gardens, water, butterfly, Japanese, tropical and exotic or 
shade gardens.  The Brine Garden, designed by Duncan and Julia Brine is none of these and all 
of these at once on a heavily planted 6-acre property designed by them using what they call 
their naturalistic garden style. 

 

This garden was quite different than our recent garden visits in that I felt I was taking a long 
walk in the woods.  Meandering down the many paths in this garden one does indeed feel it is 
natural.  However, as our walk progressed, we learned from Duncan that this garden was every 
bit as planned and manipulated as most of our home gardens.  For instance, Brine who teaches 
classes at NY Botanical Gardens and his wife, Julia who is painter and graphic designer, tell of 
having a team of gardeners wheelbarrowing dirt from one area to another to enhance and 
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manipulate elevations although the garden is essentially on a hillside with steep rock ledges.  
They also mention workers unearthing the rock ledges while being directed not to scratch them 
to allow their natural beauty to shine through.   When they bought a neighboring 2-acre 

farmhouse which is a twin to their existing one, 
the homes were connected by a flat lawn.  By 
bringing in dirt and then contouring the 
property and heavily planting it, one would 
never guess at its beginnings. 
 
Duncan’s design principles are interesting - 
often running contrary to existing precon- 
ceived notions and altering traditional garden 
rules.  Starting at the very beginning of his 
garden design, he feels that backgrounds 
should be planned first using the largest plants 
as seen in the Hornbeam hedge (Carpinus 
betulus 'Fastigiata') soaring over 20 feet which 
borders his property and the road leading to it.     
 
Although he believes in beginning with the 
largest plants in the background first, Brine 
then takes it a step (or maybe the correct word 
is “leap”) further by not leaving these large 
specimens in the background but mixing the 
background and the foreground to add drama 
which he calls “purposeful confusion”.  He 

believes that tall plants should be at the borders 
of his paths so that visitors can feel the plants 
brush against them thus becoming part of the 
garden.  Needless to say, this garden is not for 
those who love manicured paths and crisp 
garden edges. 
 
He uses native planting wherever he can and as 
a result we saw few “specimen plants” although, 
like adventurous gardeners everywhere, he has 
them.  There is an interesting collection of Asian 
exotics in the courtyard to his entryway that he 
keeps closed to be able to have in a deer-
protected area.   
 
There is nothing fussy to be seen which gives 
this garden such a relaxed, natural feel. 
However, it also tends to be on the border of 
riotous at times giving an almost chaotic feel. 
The garden is not everyone's cup of tea, but it is 
intriguing and intriguing on a large scale.  The 
property consists of many dirt and/or gravel 
paths varying in widths through many elevations.    

Hornbeam hedge 

Soaring Katsura tree 
hedge 
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No sharp, crisp edging delineating path from plantings here.  Many paths fork into two and 
sometimes three directions. are purposely designed to give visitors options which lend surprise 
and mystery into the garden. 
 
He likes to plant in plant communities.  For example, below a massive Hornbean tree he plants 
a weeping Hornbeam.  He does the same with a weeping Katsura planted next to an upright 
one. There are many groupings of similar plants in close proximity including 12 different types of 
Viburnum on the property and many, many towering, soaring trees such as Catalpa, Katsura, 
Japanese Cedar, Cypress and Redwood. A Japanese 
Umbrella Pine (Sciadopitys verticillata)  which he has 
planted practically on his doorstep is in keeping with his 
naturalistic aesthetic and his purposeful altering of 
traditional garden rules. It is over 15 feet tall and easily 6 
feet.      

 
Other highlights included an allee of Bald Cypress 
(Taxodium distichum) where in Brine's typical naturalistic 

aesthetic, the lengths of the 
two sides are uneven and the 
tree's knees pop up in 
unexpected places in the 
path leading to it. 
 
River Birch (Betula nigra) 
'Heritage', chosen for its 
disease resistance with aging 
peeling bark lines a stream 
with a plank bridge crossing 
it. The bridge isn't straight:  
 

the planking is curved in an unexpected 
fashion and it is in uneven lengths as 
one might expect in nature. 
 
This garden is not without blooms.  
Brine chooses to use many shrubs due 
to their long bloom time and later 
displays of colorful berries which also 
serve as bird buffets.  There are many 
native plants in evidence including large 
billowing stands in of course, 
unexpected places, - sometimes in the 
middle of the path - of Joe Pye Weed, 
Ligularia, Ironweed, Nepeta, Golden 
Asters and Goldenrod. 
 
Duncan also has an interesting solution 
for invasives which is to plant some of 
his soaring trees to cut the sunlight 
invasives love so much, thereby making 

Cypress knees                     Bald Cypress 
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the area unhospitable as often happens in nature.  He also has a 3-person team on stand-by to 
tackle the invasives. 
 
This 6-acre naturalistic garden was a most interesting visit for many reasons.  I think that in its 
'purposeful confusion' it made many of us think about our own garden designs.   The naturalistic 
garden design is certainly not everyone's cup of tea but the design principles behind it and the 
sheer size and scope of the plantings used are both interesting and intriguing. The Garden is 
part of the Garden Conservancy Open Days on October 29 and 30. For more information go to  
https://www.gardenlarge.com/ for more information.                     Photos courtesy of the author.  
 
 

Mosaïcultures, Québec City 
By Tory Klose, Friend of the MGVs 

 
I’m pretty good with words but words fail me when asked to describe this year’s Mosaïcultures: 
Once Upon a Time . . . the Earth in Québec City. Wow! Fantastic! Amazing! Whimsical! 
Inventive! Creative! Labor intensive! Massive! A gardener’s artistic paradise! Oh my god, is that 
an orangutan? That whale is breaching! Holy cow—it is a cow!  

It doesn’t matter that animals 
seen on the sculpted fifteen 
acres of the Parc Bois-de-
Coulonge would never be found 
on the same continent. Lions, 
tigers, elephants, zebras, 
gorillas, chimps, butterflies, 
penguins, giraffes, polar bears (I 
could go on) are grouped 
together. One area displays 
endangered species; another 
animals central to the mythology 
of the Huron-Wendat tribe. 
Mother Earth, a turtle, water 
cascades and ponds. Huge beds 
of begonias representing an arc 
of a rainbow; Verbena 
bonariensis as water; fluffy 
grasses used to create fur; 
succulents used as scales on an 
iguana or spots on a butterfly—
the creativity is mind boggling. 

And the sculptures are not tiny. 
They’re huge! I’d never heard the term “mosaicultures,” so I had to look it up. It’s the art of 
creating giant temporary topiary sculptures by using thousands and thousands of a variety of 
plants. This exhibit used 6 million flowers and plants—a sea of scaevola, lantana, bidens, 
portulaca and more—to create this homage to life and its fragility. You start by building metal 
frames that are filled with soil, which is held together by mesh and planted with seedlings. As 
gardeners ourselves, we understand the enormous amount of work that goes into keeping all 
those plants growing and groomed and watered (there is underground irrigation in some places 

Whale breaching 
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but a lot of watering is done by hosing 
down the plants). This year’s exhibit has 
more than 200 topiary and so far 17 
million visitors from all over the world 
have viewed it. This is a true 
horticultural art form, and it takes a cast 
of hundreds to create and maintain.  

There are 100 horticulturists who tend 
the sculptures. A couple of the 
gardeners were replacing plants on a 
sculpture with identical little seedlings 
from a tray. Another gardener used a 
dibble to make holes in a snout so she 
could insert grasses to “grow” whiskers 
on a cat. Yet another was trimming the 
“hide” of a hippo—a chore that is done 
once a week! On all 200 pieces! Mon 
dieu! 

 

It took my partner, Susan Kavy, and me just under eight 
hours to drive from LaGrangeville to Québec, with a stop 
for lunch at hole-in-the-wall Norma J’s Café and Bakery, 
where we had the best turkey BLTs ever and where we 
bought a couple of loaves of its superb rye bread. It’s 
just off exit 39E from the NY Thruway. The drive is pretty much a straight shot north and east 
via the Thruway (87N) to 15N to 30E to 20E, et voilà, you’re there! The border crossing at 
Champlain-St. Bernard de Lacolle took only about five minutes (be sure to bring your enhanced 
driver’s license or a passport if you don’t have that). 

Wear stout walking shoes because you have to be a billy goat to climb Québec’s streets. And 
the streets, I might add, are clean as a whistle: no garbage, no dog poop. (We saw just a few 
dogs.) Columns of various overpasses are painted by local artists to look like classic scenes 
rather than what a graffiti artist would do. 

The Château Frontenac dominates the city—it opened in 1893 as a hotel and has been one 
ever since—and sits at the highest point in Old Québec in Upper Town and has a breathtakingly 
beautiful view of the St. Lawrence River. It was designed by Bruce Price, and there is a superb 
example of Art Deco in the Édifice Price (no relation), which was built in 1931 for the lumberjack 
union. It has exquisite brass depictions of the different aspects of lumberjacking. There are tons 
of restaurants throughout the city, and the château and the Price building are near what might 
be called Restaurant Row. Be sure to make a reservation for dinner. If you don’t, you won’t be 

Putting new whiskers on a lioness 
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served until closing time. And don’t be surprised if you are seated in a room with only English-
speaking visitors. In this French-speaking province, not all wait staff speak English. 

Mosaïcultures was the brainchild of Lise Cormier, head of Montréal’s Parks, Gardens and 
Green Spaces Department and the Botanical Garden, who in 1998 had the idea to launch an 
international mosaïcultures competition. There are various financial people, a technical officer, a 
landscape architect and an illustrator and model designer who contribute to the exhibit. The 
Mosaïcultures Internationales de Montréal is a nonprofit and even though it was founded in 
Montréal, it has had exhibits in Montréal, Québec, Ottawa, Japan, Shanghai—as well as 
Atlanta, Niagara Falls and Dollywood!  

Lizard with succulents 

Zebra and elephants among 
the Verbena bonariensis 
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Words cannot describe what one experiences, so here are lots of pictures. See for yourself the 
stunning collaboration of metalwork, gardening and sculpture. Susan plans on coordinating a 
trip to Mosaïcultures in 2023. In the meantime, check out the website so you can get a tiny 
sense of this creation. C’est magnifique! https://www.mosaiculture.ca/en.  

 
 

Bison 

Canoe 

https://www.mosaiculture.ca/en
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Grass as bristles on the porcupine 
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HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF SPOTTED LANTERNFLY  
 

Spotted lanternfly (SLF) an invasive pest has now been confirmed 
in many areas in New York including several in the Hudson Valley. 
It is in its adult stage and is laying eggs.  
 
Adults can move by hitchhiking on people and vehicles. Eggs can 
be laid on any hard surface, including plastic, wood, and metal. 
Trees, rocks, fence posts, automobiles, trains, equipment, and 
more can harbor egg masses. With 30 – 50 eggs per egg mass, it’s 
important to inspect anything moving from an area that has an 
infestation to prevent the spread to a new location.  
 
In its adult stage SLF can be very annoying to people. But in all its stages it can seriously 
damage our area’s vineyards and orchards, as well as destinations important to our tourism 
industry. You can help. 

• Know how to identify SLF. Two new useful identification resources are Have You Seen a 
Spotted Lanternfly? And Have You Seen a Tree of Heaven?  

• If you visit other areas infested with SLF use this checklist to inspect all equipment and 
your car before leaving to ensure you are not transporting the pest back to our area.  

• If you find egg masses in late summer and fall destroy them by scraping them into a 
bucket of hot, soapy water or seal them (and kill them) in a baggie with hand sanitizer.   
 

If you find SLF in New York outside of New Your City, REPORT IT.  
1. Take pictures of the insect, egg masses, or infestations. Include something in the photo 

for scale such as a coin or ruler.  
2. Note the location (street address and zip code, intersecting roads, landmarks, or GPS 

coordinates) 
3. Send the information to NYS. Dept. Agriculture and Markets in one of these ways:  

• email to spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov.  

• OR fill out the Department of Agriculture and Markets' reporting form. Note the 
location (address, intersecting roads, landmarks or GPS coordinates). 

• OR use https://www.nyimapinvasives.org/ and the Smartphone App to report it.    
Then squish it.  

 
SAVE THE DATE – WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 19 

 

 

https://agriculture.ny.gov/spottedlanternfly
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/01/slf_eggmasses.pdf
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/01/slf_eggmasses.pdf
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/01/slf_treeofheaven.pdf
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/SLF-checklist.pdf
mailto:spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63
https://www.nyimapinvasives.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Thursday, October 4, 6:00 pm Millbrook Library, “Slow the Spread of Spotted Lanternfly” 
by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli. For more information 
and to register visit MillbrookLibrary.org 
 
Thursday, October 6, 6pm, Beekman Library online, “Putting your Garden to Bed in the 
Fall” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information and to 
register, go to BeekmanLibrary.org 
 
Wednesday, November 2, 7:00 pm Pawling Free Library, “Slow the Spread of Spotted 
Lanternfly” by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli. For more 
information and to register visit PawlingFreeLibrary.org 
 
Thursday, November 3, 6pm, Beekman Library online, “Overwintering: How to Save the 
Tender Plants you Love Most” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For 
more information and to register, go to BeekmanLibrary.org 
  

 
GARDEN TOURS SCHEDULED AT VANDERBILT FORMAL GARDEN 
 
Sunday, October 16, the Vanderbilt Garden Association’s Interpreters will offer their final Free 
monthly tour from 11am to 3:30pm. Tours meet outside the Tool House building. Interpreters will 
discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and the mission of 
the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, shrubs 
and trees within the formal gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Frederick 
Vanderbilt’s death in 1938. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our 
website at http:// www.vanderbiltgarden.org. 
 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

 

 

This is an Organ Pipe Mud Dauber’s nest. She is 
a wasp who provides orb-waving spiders to the 
egg in each cell for when the larvae hatch.  
Click here to read more.    

This flower was spotted in a vegetable 
garden. Do you know what it is?  

https://millbrooklibrary.org/
https://beekmanlibrary.org/
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
https://beekmanlibrary.org/
https://uwm.edu/field-station/organ-pipe-mud-dauber/
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NYS IPM FIRST FRIDAY EVENTS 
Colleagues at New York State Integrated Pest Management have created a series of 30-minute 
talks on various pests and using Integrated Pest Management to avoid problems they may 
cause. The talks are offered the first Friday of each month at noon. The topics are timely and 
interesting such as dealing with mice in your home, and dealing with stink bugs which can be a 
challenge as cooler weather arrives. Click here for the list of topics, past recordings, and 
registration. 
 

LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 
The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and 
participate go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Our office is now open to the public, but staff are working from home some days. Please make 
pre-arrangements before bringing soil or diagnostic samples to the office.  Please email 
Francheska Kuilan at fk232@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Diagnostics questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134 or 
emailed to jdt225@cornell.edu. Written questions can be submitted to our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening. If a 
photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Please contact our office 
at 845-677-8223 or email fk232@cornell.edu to arrange sample drop-off. There is a $15 fee for 
samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on 
our services.  
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/first-friday-events/
https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

