
Recycling Guide for Landlords
(In Progress)

Trash Free Neighborhoods 
Schenectady County Recycles believes we can make Schenectady County neighborhoods more environmentally sustainable 

communities by choosing to recycle and reduce waste.

Schenectady County Recycles can offer resources and support for property managers, landlords, and tenants who wish to 
improve their recycling programs.

Landlords: always inform your tenants that recycling is mandatory as per state law, and provide them with a list of the items 
they can recycle at home. Inform tenants that they are responsible for the safe disposal of Household Hazardous Waste and 
should not leave behind toxic chemicals upon moving out. Ask your tenants to reduce litter, and to safely recycle electronics 
and donate unwanted furniture that's in useful condition.

Did you know? Habitat for Humanity will pick up large furniture donations for free! Call 518-395-3412 ext. 101
Take the Pledge

Print our Recycling Pledge and hang it in a communal space in your apartment building, such as a mail room, a laundry 
room, an elevator, etc. to promote recycling in your building.  



RECYCLING FACT SHEET FOR 
LANDLORDS & PROPERTY MANAGERS 
Multi-family housing and apartment complexes can 
create excessive waste. Landlords and property 
managers should play an active role in educating tenants 
about recycling and waste reduction, in an effort to 
reduce litter, reduce move-out costs, and help promote 
an environmentally conscious community.  

RECYCLE THESE ITEMS SINGLE STREAM 
 Plastic containers: bottles, tubs, lids, jugs

(food/beverage and health/beauty containers)
 Glass bottles and jars
 Tin or aluminum cans, aluminum foil balled up,

empty aerosol canisters, foil pie pans
 Paper products including junk mail, envelopes,

folders, newspaper, magazines, paper egg cartons,
paper bags, drink cartons, scrap paper, softcover
books

 Cardboard rolls and broken down boxes

WHAT SHOULD NEVER GO IN YOUR HOME 
RECYCLING BIN ? 
 PLASTIC BAGS * TAKE FILM PLASTICS TO A

GROCERY STORE FOR RECYCLING
 SCRAP METAL
 STYROFOAM ©
 BROKEN GLASS FROM WINDOWS,

MIRRORS, DRINKING GLASSES
 NAPKINS, PAPER TOWELS
 RIGID HARD PLASTICS THAT ARE

UNWANTED BY YOUR WASTE HAULER
 ELECTRONICS, INCLUDING WIRES
 HAZARDOUS WASTE
 FOOD WASTE
 TEXTILES & CLOTHING * DONATE ALL

FABRIC, REGARDLESS OF CONDITION, TO A
CLOTHING & SHOE DROP-OFF BIN

TIPS FOR BETTER 
RECYCLING AT 
MULTI FAMILY 
HOMES 
Make sure tenants are 
aware that recycling is 
mandatory! 

Consider including a 
statement in lease 
agreements about 
recycling and safely 
disposing of household 
hazardous wastes like 
paints and chemicals.   

Provide tenants with a list 
of things they can recycle, 
available on our webpage. 

Tenants are more likely to 
recycle if you provide 
them with a recycling bin.  

Make sure recycling bins 
are always labeled, and 
located next to trash bins 
in communal spaces like 
mail rooms, laundry 
rooms, etc.  

Let tenants know they can 
reduce waste by donating 
unwanted items like 
furniture, clothing, and 
home goods.  

Direct tenants to 
www.CCEschenectady.org
/recycling for information 
about what and where to 
recycle, donate, and safely 
dispose of various items.   



WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL? 
Recycling, Composting, and Waste Reduction can help save money 
Recycling is good for the environment and good for your local community 
Recycling is mandatory in Schenectady County  

STAY CONNECTED ON SOCIAL MEDIA TO LEARN MORE ABOUT RECYCLING, 
COMPOSTING, AND WASTE REDUCTION  
@SCHENECTADYCOUNTYRECYCLES 

Tweet Us how you #sayNOtoGarbage @ScnctdyRecycles #makeSOILnotMETHANE 

ELECTRONIC WASTE 
It’s against the law for waste haulers to pick up e-waste that’s been trashed at the curb. 
Make sure your tenants know they are responsible for properly recycling e-waste.  

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE 
Schenectady County has a residential 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Program for safe disposal of unwanted paints, 
chemicals, and more! Residents can gain 
access to this program by first purchasing a 
permit at the County Compost & Recycling 
facility, and then signing-up for the HHW 
drop off program during open registration. 
Property managers must seek Conditionally 
Exempt Small Quantity Generator status to 
participate in a similar drop-off program.  

BULK ITEMS 
You may be entitled to tax credits for 
donating furniture or renovation materials 
(cabinets, toilets, light fixtures, doors, etc.) 
to charitable organizations. Why pay to 
throw it away when you could get paid to 
give it away! Donating unwanted items 
improves the lives of others in your community. Call the Recycling Educator to find out 
more about how waste reduction can help you save money!  

Questions? We Can Help! 
Maxfield Sorkin, Recycling Educator 
Cornell Cooperative Extension, Schenectady County 

107 Nott Terrace Suite 301 Schenectady NY 

T: 518.372.1622 ext.264 
E: mms397@cornell.edu 

More Resources Can Be Found by Visiting 
the CCE Schenectady webpage. 

 Look for the Landlord Recycling Guide  
cceschenectady.org/recycling 

Schenectady County Recycles is a collaborative partnership 
between Schenectady County and Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Schenectady County. This media is funded by 
Schenectady County with the support of grants through the 

NYS Environmental Protection Fund and the NYS Department 
of Environmental Conservation. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Schenectady County provides 
equal program and employment opportunities. Please contact 

the CCE,SC offices if you have any special needs. 
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