
 

Minutes of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County 

Hybrid Annual Meeting October 17, 2021 at 12 noon 

 

 

CCE Board President John Merrell opened the hybrid meeting and welcomed the 
attendees.  
  
This meeting was advertised in the Journal News, and announced on the CCE 
website, CCE newsletters and invitations to all members of the association. 
 
President Merrell informed attendees that this is CCE Westchester County’s 106th 
consecutive year of servicing Westchester County. 
 
President Merrell explained the voting procedures by using the raise hand, thumbs 
up sign or chat feature located at the bottom of the participants screen to vote. 
  
President Merrell presented the first item of business to approve the Minutes of 
the 2020 Annual Meeting which was posted on the website. President Merrell then 
read the 2020 Annual Meeting minutes. Approval was moved by Bill Biles and 
seconded by Barbara Biles.  Unanimously approved. 
 
President Merrell announced the results of the Board elections which were recently 
conducted by the Nominating Committee.  Peter Cipriano was re-elected, and Bill 
Biles was elected to the Board.   
 
President Merrell gave the annual “State of the Association” report.  Highlights 
included no exceptions in our finance books and the EFNEP nutrition program 
renewed for 1 year. We received 4,782 requests for horticulture and pest 
management assistance, as well as dozens of requests from farmers around the 
county for a variety of problems and challenges they faced. Hart’s Brook Preserve 
harvested over 1,065 pounds of fresh produce which was donated to local food 
pantries. The horticulture, nutrition, and youth development volunteers have 
donated over 8,000 hours of service to CCE. CCE Westchester delivered and 
facilitated over 40 programs virtually and there were over 1100 people registered 



to hear us teach about Container Gardening which reached the region, and even 
from Virginia to Canada. Thousands of Cornell alumni in Westchester expressed 
how much they value our programs and assistance for their residential and 
business activities. CCE Westchester has been referred to as one of the best 
investments of taxpayer dollars that saves taxpayers’ dollars. Agriculture in the 
Classroom program was enjoyed by 828 students throughout the county. Our 4-H 
kids and volunteers worked very hard at the Grange Fair delivering their programs. 
A CCE Westchester County 4-H youth won a United States Northeast Region 4-H 
Award for her public presentation on Dissociative Identity Disorder.   
 
President Merrell mentioned that the pandemic may have slowed some down, but 
it did not stop CCE Westchester, and we look forward to continuing successful 
results in 2022.  President Merrell expressed how grateful we are to our staff, 
volunteers and the over 200 additional volunteer partners who make our programs 
possible and helped us to deliver high levels of service to our community.  President 
Merrell indicated that our budget is always a challenge and asked that all contact 
the County Executive as well as your local County Legislator to express your support 
of CCE Westchester.   
 
President Merrell thanked our outgoing Board member Gregg Twehues whose 
service to CCE has helped us for so many years as a productive member of the Board 
and a huge supporter and representative of the “green industry” in Westchester. 
President Merrell also expressed our tremendous and endless gratitude to County 
Legislature Vice-Chairwoman Alfreda Williams who has been a long-time supporter 
and advocate for CCE and wished her the best in her well-earned retirement. 
 
President Merrell thanked everyone for joining the 106th Annual Meeting and for 
all their support that helps CCE Westchester mission a reality.  President Merrell 
wished all good health and hopes to see everyone next year in person. 
   
Meeting was adjourned after approval was moved by Bill Biles and seconded by 
Barbara Biles.  Unanimous vote to adjourn.   
 
 
  


