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On a hill, high above the bustle of Central Avenue's familiar "Four Corners" there are 100 acres of 
peace and tranquility in Hartsdale, called Hart's Brook Park & Preserve. This beautiful park was once 
home to Mr. and Mrs. Henry Geisman. He was the president of the Gillette Safety Razor Company. It 
subsequently became a joint state, county and town of Greenburgh park.   

  



 
CCE Westchester Master Gardener volunteers hard at work! "Seeds are soon  

ordered and started in the greenhouse donated to the park by the Lanza Family Foundation".  
Photo by Kathy Hagendorf,  

Master Gardener Volunteer, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County.  
  

The Geismans had stables for livestock and horses and a greenhouse to supply plants for their 
vegetable and ornamental gardens. Today, on a site in the park where those gardens used to be, a 
group of some 25 trained Master Gardener volunteers of Cornell University Cooperative Extension of 
Westchester County (CCE, Westchester), plant and maintain a series of demonstration gardens. Their 
purpose is to show the home gardener best ways of growing vegetables, small fruit, ornamental 
grasses, herbs, annual and perennial flowers and specialty flowers such as dahlias and roses. 
Particular attention is paid to best composting methods. 2014 marks the fourteenth year that these 
gardens have been at Hart's Brook Park. 

  

 
Master Gardener ingenuity gives cool weather seedlings a comfy 

home "in anticipation that they will be planted out as early as April." 
Photo by Kathy Hagendorf. 

                                                                 



 
 Compost screening is hard but enjoyable work for one CCE Westchester  

Master Gardener Volunteer! "Particular attention is  paid to best 
best composting methods." Photo by Kathy Hagendorf 

  
The Master Gardener volunteers meet in January to plan what is to be grown and decide who amongst 
them will steward the designing of and growing of particular vegetable demonstrations. Seeds are 
soon ordered and started in the greenhouse donated to the park by the Lanza Family Foundation and 
available for use by CCE, Westchester for this program. It may surprise some that the vegetable seeds 
that have to be started indoors earliest for eventual outdoor planting are those for leeks. Salad 
vegetables, broccoli, spinach, collards, cabbage, kale, Swiss chard, onions, and Asian vegetables 
soon follow in the greenhouse in anticipation that they will be planted out as early as April if the weather 
cooperates. The greenhouse empties for a very short period before the warm weather crops such as 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, cucumbers, and squashes; to name but a few, are started.   Those 
transplants are placed in their respective beds as soon as they have grown sufficiently in the 
greenhouse and weather and soil conditions permit. Peas, beans, and most root crops are direct 
seeded at appropriate times. Succession and catch crops are planted to maximize use of the growing 
space. As the crops mature and are picked, they are carefully weighed, recorded, packed and donated 
to a local charity as fresh produce for those in need. 
  

 

 
                                                      Master Gardener know-how and Cornell's sustainable practices at  
                                                  Harts' Brook where transplants are placed in beds "as soon as...weather  
                                                                and soil conditions permit." Photo by Kathy Hagendorf.  
  



 
Summer brings a meld of body and mind between Master Gardener 
and plant. "As the crops mature and are picked, they are carefully  

 weighed, recorded, packed and donated to a local charity..." 
 Photo by Kathy Hagendorf. 

   

       
        Just some of the produce bound for the food pantry at Grace Church 

            in White Plains. It's a donation of "fresh produce for those in need." 
 Photo by Kathy Hagendorf.. 

  
Besides vegetables, small fruits such as strawberries, blueberries, raspberries and figs that have over-
wintered outdoors, must be attended to. The perennial and mixed flower borders, the rose demonstration 
and the herb border similarly require attention.   Because we welcome members of the public to see the 
gardens whenever the park is open, signage has been prepared for the gardens and for the individual beds, 
so even if a Master Gardener is not always available, the visit will still be worthwhile.  
 


