
Oneida County Scouting Report 
September 23rd, 2022 

Weather: For the week  ending on September 18th, 2022 
Running total of GDD,s base 50 from May 10th to  September 18th = 2381 GDDs 
Rainfall  total for the month of April was 5.28”;   May 2.62”  June 5.48”.   July 3.17”  August 5.38”  0.68” of rain for the week end-
ing  Sept 18th.  

Cropping activities: Many hay fields had been harvested over the past week. Growers begin corn silage harvest. 

               GDDs base 50F     Weekly Rainfall (inches) 

Crop Conditions: 

Many growers had harvested hay during the previous week. Corn ears are now showing dimples and milkline now. This 

season is similar to 2018 season. Growers making silage should wait until they are near the lowest moisture that their 

structures would support to increase 

silage yield and starch levels. Many 

corn fields with lower leaf burning indi-

cating N movement from lower leaves 

to the ear. N sufficiency is being im-

pacted by dry conditions. Late rain-

falls can cause a build up of nitrates in 

the lower stalk. Soybeans continued 

to mature with a number of fields with 

early maturity beans with yellow 

leaves that are dropping now. CCE 

staff will be sampling a few fields for 

soybean cyst nematode 

GDDs base 50 F Oneida County 2022 Weekly rainfall (in) Oneida County 2022 

Corn tasseling 7-23-2022 



Hay 

Wide swathed hay  at least 80% of the mower width for quicker drying and higher quality 

•  Not sweeping for PLH any more 
• Many growers harvested some hay 

fields this past few weeks  
• Growers should be assessing invento-

ries of hay now. 
• If hay inventories are low growers 

can establish triticale after harvesting 
corn for silage and harvest the tritica-
le in mid May next year to increase 
hay inventory. More detail will be in 
the farm Flash. 



CORN 

•  Ears  in fields have milklines now 
• We have accumulated 1092 GDDs since the silking date of 7/24 to 9/18. All of the corn 

fields I scouted had a milkline . The ear pictured above is at 3/4 milkline and was 67% 
moisture on 9/7. 

• The picture of the corn in the upper right shows leaf yellowing at the tops of the plants 
while the middle leaves are green. This is caused by anthracnose tip die back. The same 
organism that causes anthracnose stalk rot. You will see brown tissue where the die back 
occurs in the stem. 

• Only found norther corn leaf blight symptoms in one field,  
• Found mite foliar symptoms in some fields 
• Growers  who will be harvesting corn for grain should do the kick test for standability in 

some of their fields and look for stalk rot. Stalk rot is more prevalent in dry seasons. See 
some pictures of stalk rot diseases on the next page. 

 

• The graph on the right shows accumulation of 
GDDs since the tassel date of 7/24. 

• We have accumulated approximately 1092 
GDDs 9/18. 

• Dry weather in early season with a return of rain-
fall in August probably slowed corn develop-
ment this year. 

• Underlines the importance of checking your 
whole plant dry matter yourself 

 



Anthracnose stalk rot (Colletotrichum graminicola): One the most common stalk rots of corn, symptoms of anthracnose stalk rot 
often first appear around physiological maturity, although infection can also occur during vegetative growth stages. At maturity, we 
can look for three different types of symptoms to help identify anthracnose stalk rot. One is the disintegration of the pith tissue, giv-
ing the appearance that the stalk is shredded. Another is the distinctive blackening of the stalk rind, as illustrated in Figure 1. Finally, 
top dieback can also occur, whereby the flag leaf may be yellow, purple, or dead, affecting the tassel.  

Charcoal rot (Macrophomina phaseolina): Typically, charcoal rot in corn can be diag-
nosed by noting that the pith and stalk rind tissue has a silvery gray appearance due to 
the development of black microsclerotia, which in turn leads to the pith tissue being dis-
integrated.  The appearance of these microsclerotia is the crucial characteristic of distin-
guishing charcoal rot from other corn stalk rots. The development of charcoal rot is usu-
ally favored by hot and dry conditions, although the disease can also be seen in average 
years. 

Diplodia stalk rot (Stenocarpella maydis): Proper identification of Diplodia stalk rot is 
based on observing the small, black pycnidia on the lower stalk rind. These pycnidia are 
the size of a pinhead and are embedded in the rind tissue, which means that they are 
easily scraped away. This can distinguish this stalk rot from other corn stalk rots, alt-
hough proper identification may require laboratory analysis. When conditions are very 
wet, it may be possible to see a white mold on the stalk, with internal tissue discolored 
and shredded. 

Fusarium stalk rot (Fusarium spp.): Several different Fusarium spp. can cause stalk rots 
in corn. Fusarium stalk rot will cause the internal pith tissue to shred and may also cause 
a discoloration that becomes pinkish or salmon colored as the pith tissue continues to 
rot. In the field, we may also note that plants suddenly die before maturity, whereby 
leaves are wilted and have a dull green or grayish color, along with straw-colored 
stalks. The lack of pycnidia is one way to differentiate Fusarium stalk rot from Diplodia 
stalk rot. 

     Anthracnose                 Giberella   Diplodia        Fusarium 

Corn Stalk rots 



Common diseases to look for in your corn fields 

Eyespot  Is  a disease that is present in our corn fields 
from time to time. Main way to avoid this disease is to 
look for resistance  in the varieties you select. Rarely at 
a high enough severity in fields to cause yield loss. 

Northern corn leaf blight  Probably the most common foliar 
disease we see in our fields. Can cause yield loss when sever in-
fection occurs early in the season and spreads to the upper cano-
py of the plants. 

Tarspot  has not been seen in our area yet. Black spots on leaves. 
Key to identification is to scrub leaves with water. If the spots 
remain it is probably tarspot. This disease can cause significant 
yield loss. Contact a local agronomist to confirm identification  
and identify treatment options. 

Bacterial leaf streak far left 
picture and Northern corn leaf 
spot  (picture immediately to 
the left) have very similar ap-
pearance and have to be sent to 
a plant pathologist for confirma-
tion on identification.  North-
ern corn leaf spot is more 
common but bacterial leaf 
streak was identified in a few 
fields in the southern part of 
Oneida county last year 



Using climate smart farming   GDD calculator to plan silage 
harvest 

Just a reminder that you can go to this link: 
http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-growing-degree-day-calculator/ 
and easily scroll on a map to the location of your corn field. Enter the date that the corn in that 
field formed an opened tassel and track GDDs from that date. You can save the location and 
return to check the accumulation of GDDs from the date of tasseling. Once you get to 800 
GDDs you can grab some whole plant samples and check the dry matter level.  I entered July 

22nd as the date of tassel for 2022 at this site in Westmoreland and it used the weather data 
from a 2 mile area around that location and calculated that 800 GDDs were accumulated on 
Sept 2nd from that July 22nd  start date.  I could grab a sample of whole plants from the field, 
chop them up and do a dry matter test to see how close the field is to harvest moisture. 

Grower harvested fields for silage in the 1st week of September into a bunk. 

http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-growing-degree-day-calculator/


Cover crop selection 

Cornells Thomas Bjorkman developed a cover crop decision tool that allows growers to identify their management goal, time 
of planting and duration of the cover crop  to generate a list of alternative cover crops for NY state. 
http://covercrop.org/cover-crop-decision-tool  
 
If you want to read up on the attributes of different cover crops and information about planting, management and termination  
go to the same  link and select cover crop profiles. 

Great time for growers who have harvested corn for silage to plant cover crops into those fields.  
 
You can plant bin run oats into these fields at 60-90 lbs per acre, drilled vs broadcast respectively. This provides a rapidly 
developing cover with roots to hold the soil, some weed control and no need to terminate in the spring. 
 
You could plant winter rye  at 60-90lbs /acre drilled vs broadcast. This provides a rapidly developed thick cover that contin-
ues to grow into early winter providing weed control, erosion prevention, nitrogen conservation and food for microbes both 
into the winter and early spring keeping them active for nutrient turn over for your crops next spring and summer. You will 
have to terminate the cover. Some growers terminate at 5 inch height, others plant into the live stand and terminate it imme-
diately after planting using glyphosate. 

http://covercrop.org/cover-crop-decision-tool


Soybeans 

• Some early planted fields are almost ready for harvest now 
• The picture below to the right shows Japanese beetles and the shot 

holes that they leave after feeding 
• I have seen grasshoppers in our local soybean fields feeding on 

the outside margins of foliage 
• Downy mildew found in one field. It doesn't usually affect yield 
• At the current stage of development soybeans can handle 30% de-

foliation before impacting yield. I haven't seen that level of defoli-
ation in any of the fields I have scouted. 

• Saw one field with areas of yellowing 
leaves, the grower had dug a plant and 
took a picture of this mealy bug on the 
root. 

• Soybean aphids I am not finding  aphids in 
fields now 

• Now is the time to dig out a few less thrifty 
plants to look for soybean cyst nematodes 

• Cysts are much smaller then root nodules. 
• You can send soil samples taken in the crop 

row to a lab for cyst counts. This can give you a 
measure of infestation 

• Once you have SCN you need to take an inte-
grated approach, rotation away from soybeans 
for 1 year drops numbers significantly. Choos-
ing varieties that have resistance is the next 
step. Considering an effective  seed treatment is 
the third step. 

• CCE will be sampling 5 local fields for soy-
bean cyst nematode  to help survey where 
they are present in our county so growers 
can change management where necessary 

Downy mildew (yellow flecks in upper leaves) 



 
 
• (Picture on left) White mold  developing on the lower stem of soy-

beans under humid conditions .  
• This disease is the most important and devastating to soybean yields.  
• If you see patches of yellowing plants in a field, especially when not 

associated with drainage. Take the time to investigate and look at the 
lower stems 

• We have experienced very dry conditions so far this season so at this 
point would expect less incidence of white mold this season. 

• The soil needs to be moist , canopy closed and humid conditions to 
support this disease 

Septoria Brown spot is a very common disease 
and can be found on the lower leaves in most 
soybean fields in our area. It rarely effects yields 

Frogeye leaf spot  Only see this occasionally in local fields. 
Affects upper leaves of susceptible varieties. Can impact yield 
if a great deal of the foliage is infected 

Cercospora leaf blight  Have only seen these symptoms on a few leaves in 
any soybean fields in our area.  Infection would have to occur early to have 
a significant impact on yield 

Diseases to look for in your soybean fields 



Pasture 

• Livestock should be rotated to ungrazed pastures when they are 3” tall  
• Now is a good time to selectively spot spray or wipe weeds with herbicides while live-

stock are excluded    
• September is a good time to take soil samples to identify if any lime or fertilizer is needed 
 



Weeds in local fields 

Velvet leaf 

Virginia creeper 

Daisy fleabane 

Hemp dogbane 

bedstraw 



mustard Redroot pigweed 

Common ragweed 

barnyardgrass 

Yellow nutsedge Common lambsquarter 



Sow thistle Nipple wort 

Hedge bindweed Curly dock 


