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We are CCE Fisheries, a department within Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County’s Marine Program. 
All throughout the year, the Fisheries Team focuses on all 
things fisheries – testing new and upcoming fishing gear, 
collecting biological data on the species most important to our 
fishing industries, holding events to introduce local seafood to 
Long Islanders, and so much more. We’re here to ensure the 
voice of our local marine fishing industry is heard, whether it 
be for new fishing regulations, or coexisting with ocean 
construction projects. This newsletter will share the progress 
we’ve made towards these goals every quarter!   

At a Glance 
- The Collec’Thors were installed and are 
collecting floating debris in the Town of 
Oyster Bay. 

- Fisheries staff conducted our Summer 
2022 trip for our Inshore Trawl Study for 
the East Hampton Town Trustees. 

- Our striped bass contaminant study with 
the NYSDEC is underway for zones all 
around Long Island. 
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COLLEC’THORS IN 
OYSTER BAY 

 

After much anticipation, our Long Island 
Futures Fund project through the National Fish 
and Wildlife Fund and the USEPA is 
underway! The project features the Collec’Thor, 
an innovative trash skimmer that collects 
floating debris by sucking in water with a water 

pump. This past July, CCE staff and our partners at the Town of Oyster Bay 
received and installed two Collec’Thors at Harry Tappen Marina to educate the 
residents of Oyster Bay about 
pollution and how they can help. 
We had our very first volunteer 
training on August 12th, followed 
by our Kick-Off Event on August 
18th. Our very first collection and 
analysis of trash caught in the 
Collec’Thors occurred on August 
26th. The Collec’Thors are 

already doing a great job!  

DERELICT LOBSTER POT 
RETRIEVAL WITH CT 

 

CCE Fisheries has been 
collecting derelict lobster 
traps from the Long Island 
Sound for over 10 years! 
This time, CCE has 
partnered with Maritime 
Aquarium, Project 
Oceanology, The Remote 
Ecologist, and Save the 
Sound to begin the effort 
in Connecticut waters. 

Meanwhile, CCE staff continue to depart from the towns of Mt. Sinai and 
Northport to collect traps left in New York waters. These traps were  
either lost or abandoned when the once-lucrative lobster fishery  
collapsed. Since then, these traps have been left as ghost gear to  
continually catch marine life. So far, CCE has recovered  
22,000 traps in our decade of work.  

                          

 September 
• September 10th  

Islip Seafest 
at Bay Shore Marina 

 
• September 17th  

Fall Equinox 
Nature Festival 
at Center for Environmental 
Education and Discovery 
The Washington Lodge 
 

• September 24th  

Greenport 
Maritime Festival 
in Greenport Village 

 October 
• October 14th  

MoCA L.I.ghts 
in Downtown Patchogue 
 

• October 15th  

Oyster Festival 
at Theodore Roosevelt 
Memorial Park, Oyster 
Bay 
 

• October 16th  

Huntington 
Environmental 
Festival 
in Huntington 
 

• October 29th  

Bats, Barnacles, 
and Broomsticks 
at LI Aquarium, 
Riverhead 
 

  

Upcoming Events 

- Collec’Thor being checked by our partner 
from Poralu, the manufacturer that invented 
the Collec’Thor. 

- Fisheries team members Amanda Dauman and Kristin 
Gerbino with our partners at The WaterFront Center and 
the Oyster Bay-East Norwich School District after training. 

Left to Right: Ian Morrison (Project Oceanology), Nicki 
Rosenfeld (Maritime Aquarium), & Emma DeLoughry (Save 
the Sound) hard at work collecting derelict lobster traps. 
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Summer Trawl Survey Complete 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

STRIPED 
BASS STUDY 
UNDERWAY 
 
CCE Fisheries began with earnest this 
June to begin our project with the 
NYSDEC in sampling Striped Bass for 
PCBs, PFAS, and other contaminants. A 
study like this hasn’t been conducted 
since 1997, when striped bass were 
found to be contaminated with 
chemicals known to have adverse 

effects on human health. Since then, New York’s waters have gone through a 
transformation and are cleaner now than they have been in recent memory. 
Our hope is to aid the NYSDEC in proving striped bass are no longer 
contaminated and reopen closed areas to commercial striped bass fishing. Right now, we are sampling in areas  
all around Long Island, including the LI Sound. In 2023, we will begin sampling in and around New York  
City Harbor. Sampling is set to end in December 2023. Until then, if you own a boat and know where the  
striped bass are biting, drop us an invitation to come fishing with you at aml357@cornell.edu.  
Fishermen get a stipend for their generosity and a great excuse to get out on the water! 

 
 

Our Choose Local F.I.S.H. initiative 
is here to introduce Long Islanders 
to all the Fresh, Indigenous, 
Sustainable, and Healthy fish 
species caught by our local 
fishermen and sold by local fish 
markets. The Fisheries Team has 
tabled at numerous events this 
summer to spread the word!  

 

We’ve also been busy working with 
local chefs to create stunning dishes 
using local fish species for our Cook 
a Fish, Give a Fish events. This 
summer, participants learned how 
to prepare dishes like Tilefish 
Ceviche and Bluefish Reuben. Not 
only that, participants and CCE 
raised $4,280 towards purchasing 
seafood to provide 3,345 meals to 
families in need.  

Want to get in on this? Visit 
us at localfish.org or on Facebook 
(@LocalLongIslandFish) and 
Instagram (@long_island_fish) to 
Cook a Fish and Give a Fish! 

Choose 
Local F.I.S.H. 

Fish Feature: Atlantic Moonfish 
Selene sitapinnis 

- Fisheries team member Alex Mercado with 
a trophy-sized striped bass! 

The Fisheries team set sail on the F/V Bulldog this past July for our second 
summer trawl survey. Once a season, the team conducts an ecosystem 
survey, sampling every species’ total weight per tow, as well as up to 100 
length measurements per species group. What we will get is a baseline of 
what species inhabit the waters between Montauk and Moriches Inlet before 
construction starts for the export cable delivering wind energy from the South 

Fork Wind turbines that will soon be installed offshore.  - Fisheries team members Tara McClintock and 
Kristin Gerbino making fish tacos at Three Village 
Farmer’s Market in East Setauket. 
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