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HOORAY FOR THE DUTCHESS COUNTY FAIR 

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Resource Educator  
 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteers (MGVs) and staff were pleased to be part of the 176th 
Dutchess County Fair. We were back at our traditional “Ask the Master Gardener” booth in the 
Horticultural Building, answering questions from over 700 gardeners. Sometimes folks were in 
the building looking specifically for us as well as enjoying the exhibits there. Sometimes they 
were there to escape the heat or rain. Most went on their way having learned or shared 
something new and fun about gardening. 
 
Many of the gardening discussions this year centered around the weather and its effect on 
vegetables, trees and shrubs and lawns. Experiences varied throughout the county.   

 
 
The Northeast 
Regional Climate 
Center   
provides a wealth 
of weather 
information 
including daily 
details and 
monthly 
summaries.  
 
Note the extremes 
in Dutchess 
County, circled. 
 
 

https://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
https://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
https://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/
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Several gardeners reported that they had few tomatoes and those they had were not ripe yet. 
That may be because of hot days and nights in spring. When daytime temperatures are above 
the mid-80’s and nighttime temperatures stay above 70, pollen breaks down, gets ‘tacky’ and 
doesn’t move easily. Low humidity can also dry pollen out too quickly. Unpollinated blossoms 
fall off after a few days. Read more in this article from Penn State.   
 
Also significant is how well established the plants are before the heat extremes. In mid-July 
MGV Mary Nisley reported “Size, timing and temperature all matter.”  
 
“I planted six varieties: Jasper, Citrine, Sungold, Sunrise Sauce, Big Beef +, Woodle, and Chef's 
Choice Black on 5/11 & 5/12. Citrine and Woodle were from the MG plant sale. I grew the rest of 
the plants which were smaller at transplanting than those from the plant sale. “All of the plants 
are loaded with tomatoes. Woodle has 24 fruits of assorted sizes. The four Big Beef+ range 
from 10-13 big fruits each. I started harvesting both Citrine & Sungold last week.”          
 
“On 5/27 I planted three more varieties - they came by mail and were about the size of my own 
plants when transplanted.  Two plants have no fruit and the other has only one cluster (and that 
one is a cherry). Those two weeks made all the difference.” 
 
“Temperatures during June were excellent for fruit set, and if the plants were well rooted and big 
enough to support a lot of fruit, then they set a lot of fruit. If they didn't reach that size until the 
hot weather set in then little or no fruit.” 
  

Many gardeners asked why cucumbers and different types of 
summer and winter squash were forming small fruit which then 
turned yellow and fell off. These are the female flowers which 
dropped due to lack of pollination. Read more in this article 
from Purdue University, and in this article from University of 
Maryland.  

 
 
 
 

Most people growing vegetables were concerned about the drought but had good watering 
practices or systems in place. Raised beds tend to have better drainage and dry out more 
quickly.  A quick check with a hand trowel can verify how deep water penetrates the soil atter 
watering, and whether it’s time to water again. Note 
that watering deeply a few times a week is better 
than watering daily. 
 
 
Many vegetable growers were very unhappy with 
wildlife damaging or stealing their produce, 
especially chipmunks and squirrels. It is probable the 
drought has affected them too. There is little that can 
be done to deter wildlife other than physical 
exclusion, e.g. fencing or floating row covers.   
 
 

Left: Zucchini fruits that failed to grow due to high temperature 
and possibly low bee activity. 

MGV Heather Brenner answered hundreds of 
gardening questions in the Horticulture building. 

https://extension.psu.edu/programs/master-gardener/counties/northampton/news/2018/why-are-my-tomato-flowers-drying-up-without-forming-fruit
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/squash-blossom-drop/
https://www.purdue.edu/hla/sites/yardandgarden/squash-blossom-drop/
https://marylandgrows.umd.edu/2022/05/20/pollination-of-vegetable-crops-in-a-warming-climate/
https://marylandgrows.umd.edu/2022/05/20/pollination-of-vegetable-crops-in-a-warming-climate/
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There were many people concerned with the current status of shrubs and trees. Plants are 
visibly wilting. Some are dropping inner leaves. Some are covered with dead brown leaves.  
 

When plants get too hot, they reduce heat through 

transpiration. Water from the roots moves upward 

into the leaves then out as vapor through the 

stomata. This process works well when soil moisture 

is at a normal level. But in drought situations the 

roots can’t keep up with water needs. Leaves curl, 

wilt, scorch and in some cases will drop off.  

   
Well established woodies (trees, shrubs and vines) 
will survive the drought. When we see leaves 
yellowing and falling, they are pulling back the 
nutrients they can into their trunks or stems and 
roots then letting the leaves fall. Usually that is mid-
October, this year it is 6 weeks earlier. The buds for 
next year have already been created. Drought 
weakens the plant but usually does not kill it. 
 

New woodies need to be watered with care their first few years. It is important to help the roots 
go deeply into the soil so that they can survive the winter. Avoid frequent shallow watering. This 
encourages roots to stay near the surface where they are more sensitive to temperature and 
moisture fluctuations.  This is a good article from CCE Tompkins about watering trees. 
Specifically, “Newly planted trees and shrubs should receive a drink of 10-15 gallons of water 
each week, unless there is an inch of rain.”  
 
If you set up soaker hoses or drip irrigation, measure how much water is delivered with a 
shallow bowl or can pressed into the soil under the hose. You can run a slow hose at the base 
of the tree. Or you can get 10 gallon buckets, drill a few holes in the bottom, fill the buckets with 
water and then walk away as they slowly drain.  Be sure to monitor drought into the fall, trees’ 
roots are still growing (slowly) until a deep frost.  
 
Mulch appropriately. Don’t be tempted to fertilize until late fall and if you do use a slow-release 
product. Read more at The Cornell Guide for Planting and Maintaining Trees and Shrubs. 
  

Lawns were a simple and standard 
conversation. Lawns everywhere are just 
crispy. The grasses are dormant. When 
temperatures cool and rain returns, they will 
green up beautifully. When they do, set your 
mower blade to 3” and mow the grass when it 
reaches 4”.  
 
Speaking of drought, there was one day of 
scattered showers at the Fair, but the water 
ran off quickly and paths dried as soon as the 
sun returned.  
 

Wilting Cornus florida, Dogwood tree. 

http://ccetompkins.org/gardening/home-gardening/publications/watering-guidelines-q-a
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/handle/1813/3572
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Gardener Volunteers also staffed exhibits in the CCEDC tent on 4H Hill. Home composting and 
key invasive species were featured, especially Spotted Lanternfly. We talked with nearly 700 
people there.  
 
Spotted lanternfly (SLF) has been in the news a lot lately - and with good reason. It is in its adult 
stage now and often gathers into large swarms. It’s not a very good flyer and has been 
described as “bumping into people” which is quite startling.  Many of the visitors to the Fair from 
infested areas to the south of New York (e.g. in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware) had 
seen SLF firsthand. Also all the boroughs of New York City are infested. If you see the pest 
there squish it.  
 
Visitors to or from infested areas were also reminded that 
the adult pest is an excellent hitchhiker on vehicles and 
eggs are laid on practically any hard surface. it is 
important to check for egg masses, adults, and nymphs 
on your vehicle and on any other items you may be 
transporting. See the NYS IPM Spotted Lanternfly Spread 
Prevention Checklist for a full list of potential harborages.  
 
Two new useful identification resources are Have You 
Seen a Spotted Lanternfly? And Have You Seen a Tree of 
Heaven?  
 
Fairgoers who live in the Hudson Valley were reminded 
that the current locations of SLF are limited and we all need to help slow its spread. Use the 
NYS IPM Checklist for examples of items to examine. If you find SLF in New York outside of 
New Your City, REPORT IT.  

1. Take pictures of the insect, egg masses, or infestations. Include something in the photo 
for scale such as a coin or ruler.  

2. Note the location (street address and zip code, intersecting roads, landmarks, or GPS 
coordinates) 

3. Send the information to NYS. Dept. Agriculture and Markets in one of these ways:  

• email to spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov.  

• OR fill out the Department of Agriculture and Markets' reporting form. Note the 
location (address, intersecting roads, landmarks or GPS coordinates). 

• OR use https://www.nyimapinvasives.org/ and the Smartphone App to report it.    
Then squish it.  
 
MGV Tanya Radford had an interesting discussion with a fairgoer about observations of wilting 
Ailanthus altissima, Tree of Heaven, which is SLFs favorite host. She was informed of plants 
along a road which the person cuts back every once in a while. This year, they noticed that 
some of the Ailanthus were losing their leaves and looked unwell. She was asked, quite 
unexpectedly what might be killing those trees.  
 
She reports “Well, since we all mostly want those trees to die a quiet and dignified death, the 
question prompted a moment of silent consideration, mouth agape. A search for "What’s killing 
my Tree of Heaven?" yielded many articles and diatribes about the difficulties of killing Tree of 
Heaven and suggestions for removal, but no common predators. Then, I noticed an interesting 
headline: "Tree of Heaven Is a Hellish Invasive Species: Could a Fungus save the day?"  This 
National Geographic article reports the findings of a September 2020 study published in the 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/SLF-checklist.pdf
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/SLF-checklist.pdf
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/01/slf_eggmasses.pdf
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/01/slf_eggmasses.pdf
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/01/slf_treeofheaven.pdf
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/01/slf_treeofheaven.pdf
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/SLF-checklist.pdf
mailto:spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63
https://www.nyimapinvasives.org/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/environment/article/tree-of-heaven-invasive-species-could-fungus-save-the-day
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journal Biological Control that found Verticillium nonalfalfae was an effective control method for 
Ailanthus. Moreover, if one tree is innoculated, the fungus will spread to other Ailanthus in the 
area. This news certainly bears further study!” 
 

MGV Lea Cornell shares this final DC Fair Story. 
“I had one question about bees in a birdbath and 
what should be done. As a former beekeeper it 
was a perfect question for me. Honey bees, and 
many other bees and wasps, require fresh water 
and birdbaths can be a good source. She 
confirmed the bees were honey bees, all lined up 
on the rim of the birdbath. The bees are thirsty 
and in this drought her birdbath may be the best 
reliable water source. I suggested she put 
pebbles in the water so the bees won’t drown, to 

change the water frequently to keep it fresh and free of mosquito larvae. She was very excited 
once she understood that she was playing a role in the lives of these important pollinators.”  

 
OUR LOVE AFFAIR WITH COLEUS 
By Tory Klose, Friend of the MGVs  

 
My partner, Susan Kavy, and I have a very long and narrow porch that closely resembles a 
bowling alley. Throughout our thirty-four years here, we’ve had various plants in pots on said 
porch: red geraniums, zinnias of all colors, johnny jump-ups, begonias (mainly red). Plants that 
deer normally don’t eat and that provide a bit of color to an otherwise gray (the house color) 
background. 
 
About twelve years ago, when Susan became a Master 
Gardener Volunteer through the Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Dutchess County, she was introduced to the MGs annual plant 
sale. It was at one of those sales—which raise money to help 
fund the MG program—that Susan first spotted a coleus. Not just 
one coleus, but literally scores of different kinds of coleus. Deep 
purple. Deep purple with stripes of white. Light red with stripes of 
green. Green with stripes of yellow. Solid light green. Solid dark 
green. Star bursts of red in the middle surrounded by yellow. 
Deep purple with yellow edges. And speaking about edges, there 
are frilly ones, scalloped,  toothed, or fringed. Such variety. 

              
          
        
 

Bees lined up for a drink on Lea’s birdbath. 
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It was the unbearable lightness of being: so many from which to choose. She did what any 
normal master gardener would do: She bought four of each color variation and before she knew 
it, we had more than seventy plants gracing our 20 bowling alley pots. We’ve been buying 
coleus every year from the MG’s annual plant sale ever since. 
 
And coleus are very easy keepers. Susan plucks of the tops of each coleus plant about every 
two weeks so that they bush out and create a globe of color in the pots. This also helps the 
coleus to stay short and thick and not bolt and get flowers. The miracle of colors lasts all 
summer and takes such little care that it is hard to resist. 
 

           
 
Coleus were originally considered a tropical plant and were found in Southeast Asia, Australia, 
Nepal, India and Thailand. Who knew they were in the mint family? Who knew there were so 
many varieties? Well, João de Loureiro knew and he first described coleus in 1790, and there 
have been hundreds of books, articles and treatises about them since then. Coleus, 
Solenostemon and Piectranthus are the three main genera of the species. Alan J. Paton and his 
colleagues listed 294 varieties of coleus in 2019, but this was after a bunch of them had been 
removed from the genera Piectranthus. Some coleus are strictly ornamental (Coleus 
scutellarioides); some are cultivated as root tubers (Coleus esculentus, Coleus rotundifolius and 
Coleus maculosus subsp. edulis) that are edible!  
 
The books say they do best in partial shade, but some of ours are in 
full sun and do very well when properly watered, which is some feat 
with this year’s almost-drought conditions. You can even cut the 
leaves, put them in short vases with water and let those be 
centerpieces on your table. 
 
We plant only for color and are thankful that the deer haven’t found 
them tasty enough to nibble. We don’t break down the pots until mid-
fall, so we get a lot of bang for the buck. And while many people will 
take cuttings or bring their plants indoors during the colder weather, 
we prefer to see them outdoors in the sunshine. 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jo%C3%A3o_de_Loureiro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleus_scutellarioides
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleus_scutellarioides
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleus_esculentus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleus_rotundifolius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coleus_maculosus_subsp._edulis
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The Mountains Are Alive with Birds, Bees and Butterflies. 
By Barb Kull, Master Gardener Volunteer, class of 2012 

 
 
 

 
Ahh…the wonderful native…Joe-Pye weed, Eutrochium. It needs space but I love, love, love it. 

 
The month is August and wonderfully clean cool air is surrounded by Joe-Pye weed.  

It is a native and will grow to 5-7 feet tall and 2-4 feet wide.  
It is in full bloom with it’s beautiful pink blooms. 

 
It attracts butterflies and bees, a big natural pollin source for butterflies. I bought mine several 

years ago at the master gardener plant sale. It was a tiny thing. I have been blessed that it loves 
its site in the Adirondacks.   

 
And yes folks our winters get to -30!! 

 
 What a pleasure to walk by and smell the blooms as well as listen to the bees humming. 

Seeing three monarchs feasting on her has been a delight. 
 

 She has definitely been a plant to be reckoned with given her height and width.  
She is the focus for sure. 

 
 I have a bird feeder next to the garden. My poor plant had to withstand a chipmunk trying to 

climb her abundant branches to try to get to the feeder. Silly chipmunk the branches are not that 
strong. She must have had a good laugh with his actions.  

 
Definitely three to none… Joe-Pye weed won. No food for the chipmunk. 

 
Another bright clear beautiful day here in the ‘dacks.   

The bees are buzzing, the birds are feeding. Of course, the three monarchs are back enjoying 
the abundance of the flowers on the Joe-Pye weed. 

 
 Great view from my office. Mother nature at her best. 

 
 I hope I put some “hope” into your garden growing and design choices. The rest of my garden 

is covered with many shades of Echinacea and Monarda. In the back areas are Hostas. 
 Enough food even for my hummingbirds. 

 
It is a garden I am very proud of and which has gifted me with many wonderful pollinators. 

 
 Next year to add some color and interest, I will add in annuals such as Cosmos or Cleome.  

 
Enjoy your gardens. They are a blessing for the pollinators out there. 
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CCEDC Online Auction: October 19-November 6, 2022 
Give, Give, Give and Bid, Bid, Bid! 

By Susan Kavy Master Gardener Volunteer Class of 2010; 
CCEDC Chair Fund Development 

 
Hello, fellow gardeners,  
 
The upcoming 3rd Annual Online Auction for the Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess 
County (CCEDC) will launch on October 19, 2022, to coincide with the CCEDC Annual Meeting. 
As with the previous two online auctions, this event will remain live for two weeks. 
 
Please consider contributing to our efforts by donating an item or an experience. Our goal 
for 2022 is $15,000—double what we raised last year. We can reach this goal with your help. 
Your support of CCEDC and your donation will make it possible to continue enhancing our 
community outreach. All proceeds will be applied to the CCEDC Annual Fund that supports all of 
our diverse programs. With your help, we can increase our ability to provide quality educational 
programs such as: 
 

• Agriculture & Horticulture enriches community knowledge through multiple educational 
series that are attended by Dutchess County residents from local farmers and friendly 
neighbors to municipality agencies. 

• Environment & Energy assisted over 2,600 homeowners in 2021 alone in receiving 
energy upgrades and increased environmental education through climate resiliency 
projects. 

• Family & Consumer Education reached over 1,200 families last year through various 
community outreach programs and last summer educated 180 youth in financial literacy 
and joint events with community agencies. 

• 4-H Youth Development continues to expand all programming to reach a wider and more 
diverse population of youth through community service projects, including a newly formed 
program designed to empower youth with different abilities.  

 
If you have any questions regarding our online auction or your donation, please do not hesitate 
to contact Susan Kavy, Chair of Fund Development, sk2478@cornell.edu. We thank you in 
advance for your support. We thank you for helping us make a difference. And most of all, we 
thank you for being part of our community. 
 
Note: All services and items being auctioned are the products of 3rd parties and CCEDC is not 
responsible for their content and not liable for their actions. The purchaser/s assume all risks 
associated with the services and/or items. 

 
ARTICLES OF INTEREST  

Rutgers Managing Heat Stress in Nursery and Landscape Plants   
New York State Urban Forestry Council City Trees Magazine Now Freely Available to All  
Have You Seen a Spotted Lanternfly 
Have You Seen a Tree of Heaven? 
NYS IPM Spotted Lanternfly Information 
PSU Dispelling SLF Myths re. Danger to Public  
NYS IPM Meet the Earthworms of New York State 

https://plant-pest-advisory.rutgers.edu/managing-heat-stress-in-nursery-and-landscape-plants/
https://nysufc.org/city-trees-magazine-now-freely-available-to-all/2022/08/31/
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/01/slf_eggmasses.pdf
https://agriculture.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/01/slf_treeofheaven.pdf
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://www.psu.edu/news/impact/story/spotted-lanternfly-collective-flights-late-summer-not-dangerous-public
http://www.nyisri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/JumpingWorms_Conservationist2022.pdf
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Thursday, September 8, 6pm, online “Bulbs For All Seasons” by CCEDC Master Gardener 
Volunteer Linda Di Gasper. For more information and to register, go to BeekmanLibrary.org 
 
Saturday, September 10, 10:00 am, Millbrook Library online, “Bulbs For All Seasons” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Linda Di Gasper. For more information and to register visit 
MillbrookLibrary.org  
 
Monday, September 12, 7:00 pm online, Poughkeepsie Public Library, “Spot the Spotted 
Lanternfly” by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli. For more 
information and to register, go to poklib.org 
 
Thursday, September 15, 6:00pom, Howland Public Library, "What's the Buzz? Creating 
Pollinator-Friendly Communities" by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 
Joyce Tomaselli. For more information go to beaconlibrary.org     
 
Wednesday, September 21, 6:00 pm, NorthEast-Millerton Library, “Slow the Spread of 
Spotted Lanternfly” by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli.. 
For more information visit nemillertonlibrary.org 
 
Thursday, September 22, 7:00 pm Pawling Free Library, “Slow the Spread of Spotted 
Lanternfly” by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli. For more 
information and to register visit PawlingFreeLibrary.org 
 
Saturday, September 24, 11 am, LaGrange Library, “Root Cellaring for Year-Round Fresh 
Produce” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Mary Nisley. For more information and to 
register visit LagLib.org 
 
Wednesday, September 28, 7:00 pm online, Poughkeepsie Public Library, “Overwintering: 
How to Save Your Favorite Tender Garden Plants for a New Life Come Spring” by CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information and to register, go to poklib.org 
 
Thursday, September 29, 6pm online, Clinton Community Library, “Building Plant 
Identification Skills” by Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Resource Educator. For more information 
and to register, visit Clinton.lib.ny.us  
 
Saturday, October 1, 10:00 am, Millbrook Library online, “Overwintering: How to Save the 
Tender Plants you Love Most” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For 
more information and to register visit MillbrookLibrary.org  
 
Thursday, October 4, 6:00 pm Millbrook Library, “Slow the Spread of Spotted Lanternfly” 
by CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator Joyce Tomaselli. For more information 
and to register visit MillbrookLibrary.org 
 
 
 
 
 

https://beekmanlibrary.org/
https://millbrooklibrary.org/
https://poklib.org/
https://beaconlibrary.org/
https://nemillertonlibrary.org/
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
http://laglib.org/
https://poklib.org/
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
https://millbrooklibrary.org/
https://millbrooklibrary.org/
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CCEDC SPOTTED LANTERNFLY (SLF) WORKSHOPS. 
BECOME A CITIZEN SCIENTIST. HELP STOP THE SPREAD. 

 
Spotted lanternfly (SLF) an invasive pest, has been in the news the past several years. In its 
adult stage it can be very annoying to people. But in all its stages it can seriously damage our 
area’s vineyards and orchards, as well as destinations important to our tourism industry. You 
can help.  
 

• Learn how to identify SLF in all of its stages, throughout the year.  

• If you visit other areas with SLF, be sure to check all equipment and gear, including your 
car, before leaving to ensure you are not transporting the pest back to our area. 

• If you find egg masses in late summer and fall destroy them by scraping them into a 
bucket of hot, soapy water or seal them (and kill them) in a baggie with hand sanitizer.   
 

Educational workshops are available from CCEDC throughout the region in person and online to 
prepare interested individuals to scout for and identify SLF. To schedule a workshop contact 
Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC, jdt225@cornell.edu, 845-677-8223 ext. 134 
 

• Monday, September 12, 7 pm, Adriance Memorial Library via Zoom. Registration 
required. For more information, click here.   

• Thursday, September 22, 7 pm, Pawling Free Library, 11 Broad St, Pawling, NY 12564. 
Registration required. For more information, click here.    

This program is part of the Lower Hudson Partnership for Regional Invasive Species 
Management’s efforts to stop the spread of invasive species in the Lower Hudson Valley.  
 
Visit www.lhprism.org for more information on how the LHPRISM strives to address invasive 
species issues through its partnerships. Click on “Upcoming Events” or “Get Involved” to learn 
more.  
 

NYS IPM FIRST FRIDAY EVENTS 
Colleagues at New York State Integrated Pest Management have created a series of 30 minute 
talks on various pests and using Integrated Pest Management to avoid problems they may 
cause. The talks are offered the first Friday of each month at noon. The topics are timely and 
interesting such as dealing with mice in your home, and dealing with stink bugs which can be a 
challenge as cooler weather arrives. Click here for the list of topics, past recordings, and 
registration. 

 
GARDEN TOURS SCHEDULED AT VANDERBILT FORMAL GARDEN 
Beginning on Sunday, June 19 and every third Sunday of the month thereafter through and 
including Sunday, October 16, the Vanderbilt Garden Association’s Interpreters will offer regular 
Free monthly tours from 11am to 3:30pm. Tours meet outside the Tool House building. 
Interpreters will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and 
the mission of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the 
plants, shrubs and trees within the formal gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to 
Frederick Vanderbilt’s death in 1938. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org 
or visit our website at http:// www.vanderbiltgarden.org. 
 

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
https://poklib.org/programs-events/
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/calendar/
http://www.lhprism.org/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/first-friday-events/
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LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 
The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and 
participate go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials. 
 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  

These caterpillars are tiny but starting to show 
classic identification characteristics. They are 
feeding on a milkweed plant and indeed are tiny 
Monarch caterpillars.  

This is an image of an insect’s nest. The 
insect’s common name is based on the 
shape and position of the tunnels. Do you 
know what it is?  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our office is now open to the public, but staff are working from home some days. Please make 
pre-arrangements before bringing soil or diagnostic samples to the office.  Please email 
Francheska Kuilan at fk232@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Diagnostics questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134 or 
emailed to jdt225@cornell.edu. Written questions can be submitted to our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening. If a 
photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Please contact our office 
at 845-677-8223 or email fk232@cornell.edu to arrange sample drop-off. There is a $15 fee for 
samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on 
our services.  
 
 

https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
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HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

