
Oneida County Scouting Report 
August 25, 2022 

Weather: For the week  ending on August 21st, 2022 
Running total of GDD,s base 50 from May 10th to August 21st= 1873 GDDs 
Rainfall  total for the month of April was 5.28”;   May 2.62”  June 5.48”.   July 3.17”    less then .1” of rain for the week ending Au-
gust 7 except at one location.  

Cropping activities: Very little field activity as growers prepare to harvest their last cutting of hay and start corn silage 

harvest. 

               GDDs base 50F     Weekly Rainfall (inches) 

Crop Conditions: 

Only 0.1 inches of rain. Soybean crop looks good.  No foliar diseases or significant insect pres-

sure. I checked ears in a number of corn fields. None of the ears were dented: milk stage.  

Size of ears ranged from 6-

12 inches. Some fields had 

ears with poor tip fill. Alfalfa 

fields have good regrowth af-

ter the last harvest. 

GDDs base 50 F Oneida County 2022 Weekly rainfall (in) Oneida County 2022 

Corn tasseling 7-23-2022 



Forecast for temperatures for September, October and      
November 

You can see that there is a good probability that we will experience higher tem-
peratures  in  the Fall 



Potato leaf hopper 

Potato leaf hoppers don’t over-winter in our area. They are brought up by storms from our south. They have piercing sucking 
mouthparts that they use to stick into the veins of leaflets of alfalfa plants to suck out the juices loaded with carbohydrates. In the 
process they leave behind a toxin that closes the conductive tissue and the leaflet dies from that point out to the leaf tip.  
Leaf hoppers can multiply quickly: one female potato leaf hopper can lay up to 200 eggs in its life span, eggs hatch in 10 days and 
the nymphs become adults in 12 days and begin laying eggs. 
Potato leaf hoppers can reduce yield by ½ ton / acre. They can significantly reduce protein levels in the harvested hay. They also can 
shorten the longevity of the stand by reducing the amount of carbohydrates produced and stored in the root system for over-
wintering.  
Potato leaf hoppers are especially harmful to new alfalfa seedlings which do not have significant root reserves and are very vulnera-
ble. 
If you have swept your field and it is over threshold you have two choices: 
If you are within 10 days of harvest then harvest early. This removes the food source and significantly reduces the population of 
nymphs (because they cannot fly away) . This method may not work this season because I found only adults when I was scouting. 

Adult PLH have wings and can migrate to another field. Make sure you recheck fields after harvest and treat with an insecticide if 
the population exceeds an economic threshold. 

If you are above an economic threshold and not within 10 days of harvest you should consider applying an appropriate insecticide. 

Baythroid  and Warrior II are labelled for mixed swards of alfalfa and grass. 

You can learn quickly how to scout for potato leaf hopper by watching this video: 

Potato Leafhopper Sequential Scouting Plan 

    
Crop Height 

  

Sweep  
<3" 

 
3" - 7" 

 
8" - 10" 

  
>10" 

Set  N    M                N         M   N         M   N         M 

1 
 *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

2 
 *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

3 
 2    *    9  9    *    20   19  *  41   44   *  75 

4 
 4    *   11  14  *   25   29  *  50   64   *  95  

5 
 5    *   13  18  *   30   39  *  60   84   * 115 

6 
 7    *   15  23  *   35   49  *  70   104 * 135 

7 
 9    *   16  28  *   40   59  *  80   124 * 155 

8 
 11  *  18  33  *   45   69  *  90   144 * 175 

9 
 13  *  20  28  *   49   79  * 100   164 * 195  

10 
 19      20  49       50   99  * 100   199    200 

Each sweep set=10 sweeps * indicates need to sample another set 

 
Potato Leafhopper Scouting and IPM Thresholds in Alfalfa - 
YouTube 
 
 
A chart was developed through research to determine the eco-
nomic threshold for PLH in alfalfa  at different heights.  
An example would be:  
At 3” height of alfalfa an economic threshold would be 
reached at 9 potato leaf hoppers in 30 sweeps but if you had  2 
or less PLH in 30 sweeps you would be below the threshold. 
 1 set of sweeps is 10 swings of the net in a pendulum motion 
across your body as you are walking  through a section of the 
field always sweeping a new area. 
 

If your alfalfa is 10” or greater which fits a number of local 
fields then 75 or more plh in 30 sweeps would be over thresh-

old. My recent scouting of a number of fields went from 66-
100 plh in 30 sweeps. 

To buy a net do an internet search for greatlakesipm.com. 

They have 15inch  nets starting at $28. 

PLH numbers remain low. Still important to 
keep an eye on your new seedings. 8/24 



Hay 

Wide swathed hay  at least 80% of the mower width for quicker drying and higher quality 

•  PLH numbers have been low, we are 
starting to get some rainfall. Alfalfa 
fields are rebounding from the last 
harvest, growing well with cooler 
temperatures and rainfall.  

• Growers should be assessing invento-
ries of hay now. 

• If hay inventories are low growers 
can establish triticale after harvesting 
corn for silage and harvest the tritica-
le in mid May next year to increase 
hay inventory. More detail will be in 
the farm Flash. 



CORN 

•  Many local corn fields formed tassel s  on Saturday 7/23  a few fields have just 
formed  tassels 8/8 

• We have accumulated 548 GDDs since the silking date of 7/24 to 8/24. All of the corn 
fields I scouted were still in milk stage 8/26. I think it is going to take more then 
800GDDs post tassel to get to harvest moisture this year. No milkline in the butt end of 
the ear tip in the picture above. 

• The picture of the corn in the upper right shows leaf firing starting at the leaf tip and pro-
gressing up the center of the leaf starting with the lower leaves and progressing up the 
stem. If  the leaf attached to the ear and leaves above don’t fire then you have will not ex-
perience appreciable yield loss. 

• We have one station to monitor western bean cutworm in Bridgewater. There were 22 
moths in the trap on 8/1/22 and 14 moths in the trap on  8/8, 3 in the trap 8/14 and 3 in the 
trap on 8/24.  

• Only found norther corn leaf blight symptoms in one field 
 

• The graph on the right shows accumulation of 
GDDs since the tassel date of 7/24. 

• We have accumulated approximately 548 GDDs 
8/22. 

• Doesn’t appear that corn fields will be at harvest 
moisture at 800GDDs this season. 

 



Common diseases to look for in your corn fields 

Eyespot  Is  a disease that is present in our corn fields 
from time to time. Main way to avoid this disease is to 
look for resistance  in the varieties you select. Rarely at 
a high enough severity in fields to cause yield loss. 

Northern corn leaf blight  Probably the most common foliar 
disease we see in our fields. Can cause yield loss when sever in-
fection occurs early in the season and spreads to the upper cano-
py of the plants. 

Tarspot  has not been seen in our area yet. Black spots on leaves. 
Key to identification is to scrub leaves with water. If the spots 
remain it is probably tarspot. This disease can cause significant 
yield loss. Contact a local agronomist to confirm identification  
and identify treatment options. 

Bacterial leaf streak far left 
picture and Northern corn leaf 
spot  (picture immediately to 
the left) have very similar ap-
pearance and have to be sent to 
a plant pathologist for confirma-
tion on identification.  North-
ern corn leaf spot is more 
common but bacterial leaf 
streak was identified in a few 
fields in the southern part of 
Oneida county last year 



Using climate smart farming   GDD calculator to plan silage 
harvest 

Just a reminder that you can go to this link: 
http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-growing-degree-day-calculator/ 
and easily scroll on a map to the location of your corn field. Enter the date that the corn in that 
field formed an opened tassel and track GDDs from that date. You can save the location and 
return to check the accumulation of GDDs from the date of tasseling. Once you get to 800 
GDDs you can grab some whole plant samples and check the dry matter level.  I entered July 

22nd as the date of tassel for 2022 at this site in Westmoreland and it used the weather data 
from a 2 mile area around that location and calculated that 800 GDDs were accumulated on 
Sept 2nd from that July 22nd  start date.  I could grab a sample of whole plants from the field, 
chop them up and do a dry matter test to see how close the field is to harvest moisture. 

We had a total of 42 western bean cutworm moths in the trap that was monitored 
in bridgewater.  
 
I didn't observe any significant egg laying in the adjacent corn field. 
 

Western 
Bean 

Cutworm 

http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-growing-degree-day-calculator/


Cover crop selection 

Cornells Thomas Bjorkman developed a cover crop decision tool that allows growers to identify their management goal, time 
of planting and duration of the cover crop  to generate a list of alternative cover crops for NY state. 
http://covercrop.org/cover-crop-decision-tool  
 
If you want to read up on the attributes of different cover crops and information about planting, management and termination  
go to the same  link and select cover crop profiles. 

http://covercrop.org/cover-crop-decision-tool


Soybeans 

• Some early planted fields are R6 approaching R7 
stage now  

• The picture below to the right shows Japanese 
beetles and the shot holes that they leave after 
feeding 

• I have seen grasshoppers in our local soybean 
fields feeding on the outside margins of foliage 

• Downy mildew found in one field. It doesn't usu-
ally affect yield 

• Soybeans can handle 15% defoliation before im-
pacting yield. I haven't seen that level of defolia-
tion in any of the fields I have scouted. 

• Saw one field with areas of yellowing leaves, the 
grower had dug a plant and took a picture of this 
mealy bug on the root. 

• Soybean aphids are here as seen in the picture 
to the left. 

• When scouting for aphids select and count the 
number of aphids on 9 individual plants  from 
top to bottom. 

• If you have an average of 250 aphids per plant  
in R1 to R5 stage soybeans, the numbers are 
rising from week to week, there are insufficient 
beneficial insects like lacewings and lady bugs 
then you need to apply an appropriate insecti-
cide. 

• I am consistently finding 5-30 aphids per plant 
in local fields. That number can increase quick-
ly under moderate temperatures and dry condi-
tions. No fields that were scouted this week 
were over threshold.  

• Now is the time to dig out a few less thrifty 
plants to look for soybean cyst nematodes 

Downy mildew (yellow flecks in upper leaves) 



 
 
• (Picture on left) White mold  developing on the lower stem of soy-

beans under humid conditions .  
• This disease is the most important and devastating to soybean yields.  
• If you see patches of yellowing plants in a field, especially when not 

associated with drainage. Take the time to investigate and look at the 
lower stems 

• We have experienced very dry conditions so far this season so at this 
point would expect less incidence of white mold this season. 

• The soil needs to be moist , canopy closed and humid conditions to 
support this disease 

Septoria Brown spot is a very common disease 
and can be found on the lower leaves in most 
soybean fields in our area. It rarely effects yields 

Frogeye leaf spot  Only see this occasionally in local fields. 
Affects upper leaves of susceptible varieties. Can impact yield 
if a great deal of the foliage is infected 

Cercospora leaf blight  Have only seen these symptoms on a few leaves in 
any soybean fields in our area.  Infection would have to occur early to have 
a significant impact on yield 

Diseases to look for in your soybean fields 



Pasture 

• Livestock should be rotated to ungrazed pastures when they are 3” tall  
• Now is a good time to selectively spot spray or wipe weeds with herbicides while live-

stock are excluded 
 



Weeds in local fields 

Velvet leaf 

Virginia creeper 

Daisy fleabane 

Hemp dogbane 

bedstraw 



mustard Redroot pigweed 

Common ragweed 

barnyardgrass 

Yellow nutsedge Common lambsquarter 



Sow thistle Nipple wort 

Hedge bindweed Curly dock 


