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Box Tree Moth: A New Invasive to Watch For

Adapted by Lyn Chimera from the USDA and Cornell Fact Sheets

The box tree moth (BTM) (Cydalima perspectalis) is a new 
invasive that originated in Asia. It spread to Europe in 2007, 
Ontario Canada in 2018. Between August 2020 and April 
2021 a nursery in St. Catherines, Ontario shipped boxwood 
that may have been infected to retail nurseries in six states 
in the US including NYS. In July of 2021, BTM was discovered 
in traps in Niagara County so it’s here in WNY and we all 
have to be on the look out.

The USDA (US Department of Agriculture) is taking swift 
steps to locate and eradicate the boxwood tree moth. In 
May 2021 the US banned importation of host plants from 
Canada. Boxwood is the primary host, but other possibilities 
are Euonymus and Holly (Ilex species). USDA has started 
putting out pheromone traps in our area which would 
attract the males. In a recent email Sharon Bachman wrote: 
“USDA Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
is trapping for Box Tree Moths in northern Erie County. 
We have been receiving some calls the past two weeks 
about this, people wondering if it is a legitimate activity as 
homeowners are being asked to sign forms that allow the 
traps to be placed on their property. This is all ok. “

The box tree moth is up to 4 cm (1 ½ inch). Its wings are 
white with brown outlines. (see photo.) In Europe the moth 
has morphed to be all brown. Eggs are laid in the undersides 
of boxwood leaves and the pupa develop attached to 
boxwood leaves. The caterpillars are up to 1 ½ inch long. 
They are yellow to lime green with dark stripes and rows of 
hairs lengthwise along their bodies. (see photo)

Caterpillars feed mostly on boxwood and heavy infestations 
can defoliate the plant. When the leaves are gone, they 
consume the bark which girdles and kills the plant. A 
good visual ID feature is the webbing the box tree moth 
caterpillars produce along with lots of frass which collects 
in the webbing.

At this point there is no known highly effective methods of 
control. Information on research into control measures can 
be found at: https://ir4.cals.ncsu.edu/ehc/InvasiveSpecies/
BTM_FactSheet_PotentialMitigationOptions_20210527.
pdf. Identifying where it has spread and controlling the 

spread is the main focus. If you have purchased any of 
these plants in the past year, examine them closely for signs 
of infestation. 

For more information and great pictures of the various 
stages of the box tree moth go to:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/plant_health/
alert-box-tree-moth.pdf
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