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Association Annual Meeting Minutes 

Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

November 18, 2021 

Jim Bryant welcomed all in attendance and directed attention to the annual report, a 

which is available on the CCE website (link in chat). Interim Executive Director 

Marilyn Wyman introduced herself and facilitated introductions of administrative 

staff. Jim acknowledged the retirements of Don Smyers, Jan Ryder, and David Cox. 

The members of the Board introduced themselves, and Jim announced service 

recognition awards for departing board members, Maureen Blanchard, Bill 

Woodward, Raymond Luhrman, and Dan Sullivan. 

David Balbian of the Central New York Dairy, Livestock, and Field Crops Team 

kicked off the presentation portion of the meeting. He introduced the team members 

and their specialties and spoke about how the team is conducting meetings and 

workshops virtually due to COVID. He discussed the COVID-related financial 

assistance programs that have been helping area farmers this year, as well as a few of 

the major workshops held by the team.  

Jessica Holmes presented for the Agriculture and Horticulture programs. She 

interviewed two local farmers about the value of Family Farm Day, then discussed 

Master Gardener projects and programs including the Spring Plant Sale, Zoom 

workshops, vegetable variety trials, county fairs, and the fundraiser and plans to 

improve the grounds at the Cooperstown office.  

Jim Barber presented slides from the Farm, Water, and Climate Tour. Legislators 

learned about local agriculture while visiting a variety of area farms. The goal was to 

build connections between legislators and upstate farms, and the issues of providing 

nutrition, clean water, and addressing climate issues.  

Michelle Leveski introduced herself and the EFNEP program, which provides 

nutrition education to low-income families with children. She spoke about the 

transition to virtual lessons and about getting back to in-person instruction in 

schools this fall.  

Kimberly Ferstler introduced the Healthy Connections nutrition program. She 

instructs participants not served by the EFNEP program and has been able to reach 

seniors in particular this year. Healthy Connections teaches basic nutrition 

education, how to prepare quick, inexpensive, healthy meals, and the importance of 

being active. 
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Teresa Adell thanked the members of the board, volunteers, families, and youth for 

their time and participation and spoke about the important qualities which 4-H 

instills in youth. Catherine Roberts discussed the challenges they’ve overcome while 

conducting programming virtually, and the growth that the 4-H program has seen 

this year. They presented a video displaying 4-H youth projects. 

Susan Salisbury spoke about the 4-H Afterschool program, provides indoor and 

outdoor recreation, arts, crafts, games, homework helper, and nutritious snacks to 

Schoharie youth in grades K-6. The 4-H Afterschool program is currently rebuilding 

after being forced to close last spring dur to COVID.  

Jim Bryant called the Annual Business Meeting to order at 19:34 and asked that 

everyone in attendance review the minutes from last year’s annual meeting. Andrew 

Marietta moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Pati Grady.  

Sarah Goodrich presented the financial report, available in the Association Annual 

Report. Following last year’s reduction in funding and subsequently forgiven PPP 

loan, we look forward to entering next year at pre-COVID funding levels.  

Jim announced that election ballots for Board and Committee members will be sent 

via email following the meeting. Marilyn spoke about the Executive Director search 

committee; the position description is posted, advertising has begun, and 

applications are open.   

Jason Stone moved to adjourn the business meeting at 19:42, seconded by Kristen 

Pullyblank.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Lauren Anderson 

Finance & HR Assistant  


