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THROUGH THE HEDGEROW  
The Armour-Stiner Octagon House and Gardens  
By Tanya Radford, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Located in Irvington, NY, the Armour-Stiner House is an octagon-shaped Victorian-style house 
modeled after a Roman tomb called the Tempietto (1502) which was itself based on a type of 
classical temple called a Tholos—both of which are round buildings surrounded by a colonnade. 
The colonnade at Armour-Stiner House is among its most stunning features – a wide porch that 
wraps around the house and offers views of the grounds. MGV Susan Kavy arranged a guided 
tour of the property for master gardeners in late May, a time when the many mature trees were 
at their most magnificent.  
 
 
The site’s web page explains “In 
19th century America, octagonal 
houses were a popular mode of 
construction … In 1872, an earlier 
and simpler house was purchased 
by Joseph Stiner, a prominent 
New York City tea merchant. His 
alterations created the present 
lyrical structure. With plans to use 
the house as a summer retreat, 
Stiner added the dome and the 
verandah to create a classical, 
elaborately detailed ancient 
temple whimsically colored, 
detailed, and decorated so as to 
amuse its viewers.” 
 

https://www.armourstiner.com/
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An enormous weeping ginko (Ginko biloba) tree provided much needed shade as we learned 
about the grounds and how Stiner’s sense of humor is 
embedded there too. The Kentucky coffee tree and 
Japanese pagoda tree are references to his import 
business. The black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia), 
honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos) and tulip 
(Liriodendron tulipfera) trees evoke other garden insects 
and plants. An unidentified magnolia tree was found to 
be cucumber magnolia (Magnolia acuminata) thanks to a 
surreptitious use of the iNaturalist Seek smart phone app 
by an MGV. The favorite bit of humor was the gate to the 
fox glove garden which of course included blooming 
foxglove (Digitalis purpurea).       

 
In building the house, Mr. Armour seems to have been motivated by the architectural ideas of 
Orson Squire Fowler whose 1848 book The Octagon House: A Home for All Occasions argued 
that octagonal houses would admit more light and make better use of square footage. It is 
unclear whether the latter is true, but it does make for interesting room shapes, which in turn 
seem to call for more creativity (and a deeper wallet) in furnishing. This visitor was struck by the 
many carpets all made to order in various shapes outside the square. Originally, the house 
sported a flat roof, but its next owner, Joseph Stiner, added a domed roof in the 1870s and no 
doubt had all new carpets woven as well ($$$). By the way, Mr. Fowler penned many interesting 
treatises besides that advocating the 8-sided house – some of these treatises may help to 
explain the many phrenological heads on display in the house. Apparently, Mr. Fowler firmly 
advocated the value of phrenological considerations in the choice of life partner (never fail to 
check the bumps on your potential mate’s skull, people!) and in combatting the pernicious 
influence of “perverted amativeness” in the young. In short, the back story of the place is 
intriguing.  
 
The house fell into greater and greater disrepair in the hands of several subsequent owners and 
was left to the National Trust for Historic Preservation in the 1970s. Unable to restore the 
property themselves, the National Trust sold the home to preservation architect Joseph Pell 
Lombardi, who lovingly restored and then lived in the house.  
 
The house is the true attraction at Armour-Stiner, but the extraordinary (and beautiful) 
greenhouse—a Lord and Burnham conservatory greenhouse – is pretty neat.  
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Another really interesting garden feature 
was the aged wisteria tree in the yard: our 
tour guide explained that the wisteria had 
originally been growing up the side of the 
house but had to be removed as part of 
the restoration and shoring up of the 
dome roof. The wisteria was carefully 
detached from the house and then the 
long woody trunk was trained 
underground. The current wisteria stands 
a good 25 feet or more from the house.  
 
If your pockets are as deep as the 
house’s past patrons, you may be 
interested to hear that the Armour-Stiner 
house has been offered for rent at a mere 
$40,000 per month (contact Sotheby’s), or 
at least it was in 2017.  
 

 
SPONGY MOTH - OLD PEST. SPOTTED LANTERNFLY - NEW PEST. 

By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Resource Educator  
 
This time of year, the number of diagnostic calls to our CCE increase dramatically. Weather 
abnormalities can cause problems. Diseases can become more obvious as humidity increases. 
A few pests can generate scores of calls. This year is no different. But this year a new threat is 
moving into our region. Spotted lanternfly (SLF), Lycorma delicatula have been reported in 
several New York counties south of Interstate 84. More on that in a moment. 
 
Spongy moths, (Lymantris dispar), previously known as gypsy moths, caused the most calls in 
June and July. This invasive pest has been in the NorthEast for over one hundred years. Birds 
and rodents feed on them. They are also susceptible to a naturally occurring virus and fungus. 
Typically, the infestations build for a few years in a location then collapse. But to the general 
population they are alarming. Even those of us who haven’t seen them in our neighborhood this 
year can remember how disgusting it can be when caterpillars are present in large numbers. 
 
Spongy moths spread slowly. When the caterpillars first hatch, they can float on a silky thread in 
the wind. They are first noticed when scraps of leaves start to fall to the ground followed by 
small brown pellets of frass (aka insect poop). Caterpillars are small, dark brown-to-black and 
very fuzzy. As they mature their color gets lighter and pairs of red and blue colored spots 
appear.  At about seven weeks the mature caterpillars reach two inches long and start to 
pupate. Only the male moths fly. Females lay masses of eggs in July and August on tree trunks 
and other hard, outdoor surfaces. This NYS IPM Spongy Moth fact sheet provides more details.   
 
Repeated defoliation can weaken a tree, but usually new leaves will grow, and the tree survives. 
It can be beneficial to water damaged trees deeply every few weeks if there is a drought.   

Photos courtesy of MGV Gillian Leslie and Joyce Tomaselli  

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/gypsy-moths
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Spongy moths were introduced to North America in the 1860s. Populations are usually in an 
area for a few years then die down. People are alarmed to see large populations of caterpillars 
and moths, but the damage is usually not permanent.  

 
 
Spotted lanternfly (SLF), an invasive pest first detected in 2014 is of 
concern to agriculture especially vineyards and orchards as well as to 
destinations important to our tourism industry. It has spread quickly across 
several states especially along travel corridors.  
 

SLF is a plant hopper with piercing sucking 
mouthparts used to extract sap from the phloem of a 
plant. It uses the carbohydrates it needs, then 
exudes unneeded sugars called “honeydew”. 
Robbing the plant of sap weakens its roots which in 
turn weakens the entire plant. The “honeydew” 
encourages a black sooty mold to grow which can 
ruin crops and is a nuisance to people e.g., covering 
decks and steps. SLF has decimated vineyards in 
southeast Pennsylvania and is a particular threat to 
the Finger Lakes and western parts of the New York, 
where most of New York’s grapes are grown, as well 
as to the Lower Hudson region’s vineyards and agritourism destinations.    

Spotted lanternfly go through four stages (called instars) as they develop into an adult. The first 
three instars are black and white, 1/8” to about 3/4” long. The fourth instar acquires a red 

pigment and is about 3/4” long. Adults 
are tent shaped, have a pinkish tint with 
black spots. They are approximately 1 
inch long and 1/2" wide at rest. When 
they are startled or moving (rarely) they 
are moth-like and show red hindwings 
when their wings are spread. 

 
SLF feeds on a wide range of ornamental and fruit trees and vines. Tree of heaven (TOH), 
Ailanthis altissima is its favorite host and the mostly likely plant on which to find adults. The 
trees  grow in disturbed areas such as sides of roads, highways and railways, in sun to part sun. 
They thrive in moist areas in rural and urban sites. The bark is smooth, often referred to as 

looking like a cantaloupe. 
The leaf is compound, with a 
unique node on each leaflet. 
White flowers are followed 
by green samaras which 
turn orange in autumn then 
light brown, persisting on the 
tree in winter. The trees 
spread by seed and by root 
sprouting.     

SLF in trap shown from above and below 7/28/22. 
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The beak of first, second and third SLF instars is not strong enough to penetrate woody tissue, 
so they are found on the new growth of many plants including TOH saplings. As the pest grows 
it becomes more gregarious, forming clusters which can totally cover a tree trunk or grape vine.  
The fourth instars mature and grow wings in July and August, becoming easier to spot and more 
mobile. There is one generation a year. More research is underway if populations die down after 
a few years.  
 
Adults are starting to be reported in Suffolk, Nassau, Rockland, Ulster, Broome and Tomkins 
counties. Reports to NYS DEC (thousands) confirm infestations in all boroughs of New York 
City. SLF adults will be feeding and laying eggs until a hard frost. 
 
SLF can fly 4 miles on their own, but hitchhike 
on vehicles and lay eggs on any hard surface 
including the undercarriage, tires and grates of 
vehicles or the products those vehicles 
transport. As infestations occur, quarantines 
have been defined to slow the spread. 
Businesses, truckers, and common carriers 
moving items from a spotted lanternfly 
quarantine area must complete SLF training and 
obtain a permit to transport the goods.   
(A recent report of SLF egg masses found in 
California on firewood transported from New 
Jersey is a tribute to the diligence of inspectors.)  
 
Spotted lanternfly did not generate many calls to Dutchess County to date but that may change. 
As of July 29 no nymphs or adults have been reported Dutchess or Putnam. Traps have been 
set throughout the region and are monitored frequently.  
 
Don’t move SLF! Spotted lanternfly eggs are laid on practically any hard surface, including tree 
trunks, stones, and metal. Because of this, egg masses may be transported unknowingly. If 
you’ve spent any time in an area infested with spotted lanternfly it is important to check for egg 
masses, adults, and nymphs on your vehicle and on, any other items you may be 
transporting.  Use the Spotted Lanternfly Spread Prevention Checklist for a full list of items to 
check. 
 
Scout for SLF! When you are outdoors, scout for Tree of Heaven. Look for Spotted Lanternfly. 
Report any findings. It is critical to keep a proactive focus on the threat of SLF and to stop its 
spread while research continues for methods of control.  
 
If you believe you've found spotted lanternfly in New York: 

• Take pictures of the insect, egg masses and/or infestation signs (include something for 
scale such as a coin or ruler) and email to mailto:spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov.  

• OR fill out the Department of Agriculture and Markets' reporting form. Note the location 
(address, intersecting roads, landmarks or GPS coordinates). 

• OR use https://www.nyimapinvasives.org/ and the Smartphone App to report it.    
 
 
 
 

https://plantingseedsblog.cdfa.ca.gov/wordpress/?p=24623%23comment-243388
https://plantingseedsblog.cdfa.ca.gov/wordpress/?p=24623%23comment-243388
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/sites/nysipm.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/SLF-checklist.pdf
mailto:spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/a08d60f6522043f5bd04229e00acdd63
https://www.nyimapinvasives.org/
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST  
NYS IPM Spotted Lanternfly Information 
NYS IPM: Relief from Spongy Moth Irritation and Destruction on its Way 
PSU Dispelling SLF Myths re. Danger to Public  
NYS IPM Meet the Earthworms of New York State 
UConn Grape Plume Moth 

 
 

CCEDC SPOTTED LANTERNFLY (SLF) WORKSHOPS. 
BECOME A CITIZEN SCIENTIST. HELP STOP THE SPREAD. 

 
Spotted lanternfly (SLF) an invasive pest, has been in the news the past several years. In its 
adult stage it can be very annoying to people. But in all its stages it can seriously damage our 
area’s vineyards and orchards, as well as destinations important 
to our tourism industry. You can help.  
 

• Learn how to identify SLF in all of its stages, throughout 
the year.  

• If you visit other areas with SLF, be sure to check all 
equipment and gear, including your car, before leaving to 
ensure you are not transporting the pest back to our area. 

• If you find egg masses in late summer and fall destroy 
them by scraping them into a bucket of hot, soapy water 
or seal them (and kill them) in a baggie with hand 
sanitizer.   
 

Educational workshops are available from CCEDC throughout the region in person and online to 
prepare interested individuals to scout for and identify SLF. To schedule a workshop contact 
Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC, jdt225@cornell.edu, 845-677-8223 ext. 134 
 
Workshops currently scheduled are:  

• Saturday, August 6, 11am, Teatown Reservation, 1600 Spring Valley Rd. Ossining, NY 
10562. Registration required, click here.  

• Tuesday, August 16, 6:30 pm, NorthEast-Millerton Library, 75 Main St, Millerton, NY 
12546.  For more information, click here.   

• Wednesday, August 17, 6 pm, Morton Memorial Library, 82 Kelly St, Rhinecliff, NY 
12574. For more information, click here. 

• Monday, September 12, 7 pm, Adriance Memorial Library via Zoom. Registration 
required. For more information, click here.   

• Thursday, September 22, 7 pm, Pawling Free Library, 11 Broad St, Pawling, NY 12564. 
Registration required. For more information, click here.    

This program is part of the Lower Hudson Partnership for Regional Invasive Species 
Management’s efforts to stop the spread of invasive species in the Lower Hudson Valley.  
 
Visit www.lhprism.org for more information on how the LHPRISM strives to address invasive 
species issues through its partnerships. Click on “Upcoming Events” or “Get Involved” to learn 
more.  

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/invasive-species-exotic-pests/spotted-lanternfly/
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2022/06/08/relief-from-spongy-moth-irritation-and-destruction-on-its-way/
https://www.psu.edu/news/impact/story/spotted-lanternfly-collective-flights-late-summer-not-dangerous-public
http://www.nyisri.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/JumpingWorms_Conservationist2022.pdf
http://www.ladybug.uconn.edu/FactSheets/grape-plume-moth.php
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
https://www.teatown.org/events/spotted-lanternfly-workshop/
https://nemillertonlibrary.org/
https://morton.rhinecliff.lib.ny.us/
https://poklib.org/programs-events/
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/calendar/
http://www.lhprism.org/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Thursday, August 4, 6pm, Beekman Library, Building Plant Identification Skills” by Joyce 
Tomaselli, CCEDC Resource Educator. For more information and to register, go to 
BeekmanLibrary.org 
 
Thursday, August 4, 6:30, Tivoli Library online, “Building a Backyard Wildlife Habitat” by 

CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information and to register call 
(845) 757-3771 or email tivolilibrary@gmail.com 
 
Saturday, August 6, 10:00 am, Millbrook Library online, “Home Composting” by CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane. For more information and to register visit 
MillbrookLibrary.org  
 

Thursday, August 18, 6:30 pm, Tivoli Library online, “Putting your Garden to Bed in the 

Fall” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information and 
to register call (845) 757-3771 or email tivolilibrary@gmail.com 
   
Saturday August 20, 11 am, LaGrange Library, “Bulbs For All Seasons” by  CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Linda Di Gasper. For more information and to register visit 
LagLib.org  
 
Saturday and Sunday, August 20 & 21, from dawn to dusk, rain or shine, Frank and Lois Van 
Zanten will open their private gardens for public viewing at 138 Wilbur Avenue, Poughkeepsie. 
Meet friends and other gardeners and enjoy light refreshments. Their garden was in the Garden 
Conservancy's Open Days program for 3 years and this year it was visited by the Mad 
Gardeners (CT). For more information, call the Van Zanten’s at 845-242-1279. 
 
Tuesday, August 30, 6:30 pm, Adriance Memorial Library, “Become a Gardening 
Detective to Beat Garden Problems” by CCEDC Commminty Horticulture Resource Educator 
Joyce Tomaselii. For more information and to register, go to poklib.org 
 
Wednesday, August 31, 5:30-7 pm, Locust Grove 
“Tomatoes & Peppers, A Garden Gathering” 
With Director of Horticulture Claire Davis. Explore the 
historic kitchen gardens, Learn about the heirloom varieties 
grown, organic gardening techniques, and sample a few of 
tomato and pepper varieties.  Tickets $25 per person. For 
more information call 845-454-4500 or visit 
lgny.org/calendar  
  
 

NYS IPM FIRST FRIDAY EVENTS 
Colleagues at New York State Integrated Pest Management have created a series of 30 minute 
talks on various pests and using Integrated Pest Management to avoid problems they may 
cause. The talks are offered the first Friday of each month at noon. The topics are timely and 
interesting such as dealing with mice in your home, and dealing with stink bugs which can be a 
challenge as cooler weather arrives. Click here for the list of topics, past recordings, and 
registration. 

https://beekmanlibrary.org/
mailto:tivolilibrary@gmail.com
https://millbrooklibrary.org/
mailto:tivolilibrary@gmail.com
http://laglib.org/
https://poklib.org/
https://www.lgny.org/calendar
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/first-friday-events/
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GARDEN TOURS SCHEDULED AT VANDERBILT FORMAL GARDEN 
 

Beginning on Sunday, June 19 and every third Sunday of the month thereafter through and 
including Sunday, October 16, the Vanderbilt Garden Association’s Interpreters will offer regular 
Free monthly tours from 11am to 3:30pm. Tours meet outside the Tool House building. 
Interpreters will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and 
the mission of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the 
plants, shrubs and trees within the formal gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to 
Frederick Vanderbilt’s death in 1938. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org 
or visit our website at http:// www.vanderbiltgarden.org. 
 

  
LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 

 
The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and 
participate go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials. 
 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

  
This insect was visiting blossoms of milkweed. It 
is a grape plume moth, Geina periscelidactylus. 
A tiny insect with a big name and a bit lost. It 
usually feeds on grape vines or Virginia creeper.   

These caterpillars are tiny but starting to 
show classic identification characteristics. 
Do you know what they are? (Hint - what 
is the leaf?)  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our office is now open to the public, but staff are working from home some days. Please make 
pre-arrangements before bringing soil or diagnostic samples to the office.  Please email 
Francheska Kuilan at fk232@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  

https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
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Caterpillar Identification Includes Host Plant Identification 
Spongy moths love to feed on oak trees. A local gardener sent in photos of chewing damage to 
leaves of an American elm and asked what the cause could be. Researching “Pests of 
American elm” show they can be host plants for elm leaf beetle, elm leaf miner, and caterpillar 
species such as spiny elm caterpillar and spring cankerworm. The damage pattern was most 
likely that of a caterpillar. Spiny elm caterpillars, common natives, look remarkably like spongy 
moth caterpillars, but do not occur in large numbers. Their feeding rarely has any noticeable 
impact on the elm’s health.  

 

 
 
 

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Diagnostics questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134 or 
emailed to jdt225@cornell.edu. Written questions can be submitted to our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening. If a 
photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Please contact our office 
at 845-677-8223 or email fk232@cornell.edu to arrange sample drop-off. There is a $15 fee for 
samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on 
our services.  
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

Spongy moth cater- 
pillar, left. Spiny elm 
caterpillar, right, aka 
Mourning Cloak.    

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

