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Cornell Cooperative Extension of St. Lawrence County 

Board of Directors Meeting 

May 25, 2022, 6:00 p.m. 

Extension Learning Farm – Front Classroom 

 

Board Members Present: Dan Kent, Loni Recker, Tina Cobb, Larry Denesha, Sarah Bentley-

Garfinkle (zoom), Gavin MacKellar (zoom), Robert Zufall, Mark White, Paul O’Connor. 

Absent: Pete Smith, Lynzie Schulte, Mary Lou McKnight, Nancy Badlam, Lori Sheffield. 

Staff Present: Patrick Ames, Casey Caswell, Tammy Hill, Badra Rouhi, Erin Farrell.  

1. Call to Order: Dan Kent, President, called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 

 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting:  

Bob Zufall moved to approve the board meeting minutes of March 22, 2022 with a 

correction to remove Ryan Akins’s name from the board members present list. Tina Cobb 

seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

 

3.   Finance: 

3.1 Financial Reports: Dan Kent asked the Association’s Finance Manager, Badra 

Rouhi, to give a report on the Association’s financials dated March 31, 2022 (attached). 

Badra announced the financial reports to the board and explained that the SNAP Ed 

Contract for 2022 had been officially executed as of March 31st, 2022.  

Executive Director Patrick Ames said that he was feeling very positive about the 

Association’s financial position and its ability to cash flow the SNAP Ed accounts 

receivable for over six months.  

Bob Zufall made a motion accept financial report for March 31st, 2022 as presented. 

Larry Denesha seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

3.2 Financial Resolutions #2022 18-22: Patrick Ames presented Resolutions #2022 18-

22 (attached) to the board.  

Loni Recker asked why we needed new spending approvals for the SNAP-Ed podcast 

because she thought they had already been approved. Patrick explained that the previous 

approval was for 2021 and this resolution was for 2022.  

Tina Cobb moved to approve Resolutions #2022 18-21. Mark White seconded. All in 

favor, motion carried. 

The board agreed to approve Financial Resolution#2022-22 separately for the bank.  

Loni Recker moved to approve Resolution #2022-22. Tina Cobb seconded. All in 

favor, motion carried 



4.    Unfinished Business:  None.  

5.    New Business: 

5.1 In-Floor Radiant Heat Quotes 

Patrick presented installation quotes for in-floor radiant heat in the new classroom. He 

approached five contractors but only received two quotes from Roberson’s Plumbing and 

Heating and Cornerstone (attached). Other contractors described being understaffed or 

too overcommitted to consider the job (attached memo for record). 

There was some debate about moving forward with additional heat provided by the liquid 

propane boiler verses moving towards electrical alternatives. 

Larry Denesha voiced concern regarding the lack of detail provided in Roberson’s quote.  

He also stated that Cornerstone had done work for the County in the past and done an 

excellent job and that he could confirm they were reliable.  

There was additional conversation regarding Roberson’s work history on the 

Association’s facility and the reliability of his service.  

Robert Zufall moved to select the quote from Roberson’s Plumbing and Heating at 

$12,000. Tina Cobb seconded. All in favor (seven), opposed (one), motion carries.   

5.2 Harvest Kitchen – Local Foods Culinary Series 

Patrick Ames explained that the Harvest Kitchen currently has a Designated Fund of 

$12,000. While these funds originated from an Arconic Foundation grant, they have been 

carried on the balance sheet for the past two years. He explained that Harvest Kitchen 

Manger, Flip Filippi, would like the board to consider releasing those funds so she could 

hire a Local Foods Program Assistant and continue promoting direct market producers in 

North Country This Week.   

Patrick asked if the board was comfortable releasing funds now, or if they wanted to wait 

and release money later if it was needed. He explained that the program revenue could 

potentially cover some of the expenses. 

Mark White asked if Arconic would care that the money is used for something different 

than originally intended. Patrick explained that the deliverables of the grant had been met 

and Arconic had closed out the grant, thus the funds belonged to the Association. He also 

stated that the efforts of the Local Foods Program Assistant are aligned with the original 

intent of the funding.  

The board’s consensus was to move forward with hiring a Program Assistant but 

wait to release designated funds later in the year if needed.  

5.3 Holiday Leave Policy - 602 

Patrick Ames proposed to the board adding Juneteenth to the recognized holiday list.  



Robert Zufall moved to approve the Holiday Leave Policy – 602 with the addition of 

Juneteenth. Larry Denesha seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 

6.  Reports: 

6.1 Legislative Representative: Larry Denesha gave his legislative report to the board. 

6.2 Executive Director 

6.2.1 Nancy Badlam: 

Patrick Ames announced that board member Nancy Badlam resigned from her 

position. He shared her e-mail resignation and recognized her outstanding 

contributions to the board. The board president would be making an appointment 

to fill the vacancy at an upcoming board meeting. 

6.2.2. NYS Open Meeting Law: 

Patrick explained that open meeting laws were changing to no longer allow board 

members to zoom into board meetings. Paul O’Conner offered further 

clarification on the law. 

6.2.3. Interim Directors Services for CCE Franklin: 

Patrick let the board know that SNAP-Ed Senior Team Leader Casey Caswell 

would continue acting as interim executive director for CCE Franklin because the 

search for a permanent candidate had been unsuccessful.  Patrick explained that a 

new search was now underway.  

6.2.4 North Wind Afterschool Update: 

Patrick gave an update on a situation with a rabbit bite that occurred during the 

afterschool program. Patrick explained that the child who was bitten was okay 

and that proper protocols were followed to ensure their safety, but because it was 

an animal bite it was immediately sent to the regional OCFS office for further 

review. Patrick explained that they were waiting for further information about the 

situation, and he would update them again at the next meeting.  

6.2.5 Grant News:  

Patrick told the board that three out of four grant opportunities that CCE applied 

to were approved and he was very happy about the continued growth for the 

organization.  

6.2.6 North Country Regional Ag Team:  

Patrick explained that the North Country CCE Executive Directors were moving 

closer to a decision about the North Country Regional Ag Team funding 

agreement and the vacant Farm Business Management Specialist’s position. He 



said that they had narrowed it down to 3 options and was hopeful that an 

agreement could be achieved.  

6.3 Program Reports 

Casey Caswell gave a program report on SNAP-Ed. She said that SNAP had begun 

grocery store tours to help participants know where to locate healthy options.  

Tammy gave a program report on 4-H Youth and Family. She explained that 4-H had 

seen a significant increase in participants because of 4-H Animal and Activity Nights.  

Flip Filippi was not present for the meeting, but Patrick gave a report on her behalf and 

said that she wanted to let board members know that the In-Season Exhibit at TAUNY on 

display through October. It would be worth their time to visit the exhibit. 

7. Adjournment  

Tina Cobb moved to adjourn the meeting; Mark White seconded. All in favor, 

motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 

 


