
Oneida County Scouting Report 
July 7, 2022 

Weather: For the week  ending on July 3rd, 2022 
Running total of GDD,s base 48 from May 10th to July 3rd=  857GDDs 
Rainfall  total for the month of April was 5.28”;   May 2.62”  June 5.48”.  1.28”of rain for the week ending July 3rd.  

Cropping activities: One significant rain event. Folks continued  chopping 2nd cut hay, harvesting dry hay for horses, 

and apply side dress nitrogen in corn fields.  

               GDDs base 50F     Weekly Rainfall (inches) 

Crop Conditions: 
Many fields of hay are regrowing after 2nd cut. Didn’t sweep fields for PLH this week. Corn fields look great, most are v8-

v9 stage and chest high with row closure. Some late planted fields are v6 and receiving side dress N. We have some great 

looking early planted (1st week of May) soybean fields that are at R2– full flower now. Some fields with delayed planting in  

wetter fields are thin at this point in time.  Some wheat will be harvested within the next few days, with the rst to follow next 

week depending upon weather. I found 2 soybean fields with aphids at above threshold levels  yesterday in Westmoreland  

and a number of fields with 30 aphids per plant. I also found one oat field 

with significant crown rust that needed to be treated. 

 
  

GDDs base 50 F Oneida County 2022 Weekly rainfall (in) Oneida County 2022 

Soybean Aphids  over threshold in some fields 

Crown rust in oats 



Potato leaf hopper 

Potato leaf hoppers don’t over-winter in our area. They are brought up by storms from our south. They have piercing sucking 
mouthparts that they use to stick into the veins of leaflets of alfalfa plants to suck out the juices loaded with carbohydrates. In the 
process they leave behind a toxin that closes the conductive tissue and the leaflet dies from that point out to the leaf tip.  
Leaf hoppers can multiply quickly: one female potato leaf hopper can lay up to 200 eggs in its life span, eggs hatch in 10 days and 
the nymphs become adults in 12 days and begin laying eggs. 
Potato leaf hoppers can reduce yield by ½ ton / acre. They can significantly reduce protein levels in the harvested hay. They also can 
shorten the longevity of the stand by reducing the amount of carbohydrates produced and stored in the root system for over-
wintering.  
Potato leaf hoppers are especially harmful to new alfalfa seedlings which do not have significant root reserves and are very vulnera-
ble. 
If you have swept your field and it is over threshold you have two choices: 
If you are within 10 days of harvest then harvest early. This removes the food source and significantly reduces the population of 
nymphs (because they cannot fly away) . This method may not work this season because I found only adults when I was scouting. 

Adult PLH have wings and can migrate to another field. Make sure you recheck fields after harvest and treat with an insecticide if 
the population exceeds an economic threshold. 

If you are above an economic threshold and not within 10 days of harvest you should consider applying an appropriate insecticide. 

Baythroid  and Warrior II are labelled for mixed swards of alfalfa and grass. 

You can learn quickly how to scout for potato leaf hopper by watching this video: 

Potato Leafhopper Sequential Scouting Plan 

    
Crop Height 

  

Sweep  
<3" 

 
3" - 7" 

 
8" - 10" 

  
>10" 

Set  N    M                N         M   N         M   N         M 

1 
 *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

2 
 *          *  *           *   *           *   *           * 

3 
 2    *    9  9    *    20   19  *  41   44   *  75 

4 
 4    *   11  14  *   25   29  *  50   64   *  95  

5 
 5    *   13  18  *   30   39  *  60   84   * 115 

6 
 7    *   15  23  *   35   49  *  70   104 * 135 

7 
 9    *   16  28  *   40   59  *  80   124 * 155 

8 
 11  *  18  33  *   45   69  *  90   144 * 175 

9 
 13  *  20  28  *   49   79  * 100   164 * 195  

10 
 19      20  49       50   99  * 100   199    200 

Each sweep set=10 sweeps * indicates need to sample another set 

 
Potato Leafhopper Scouting and IPM Thresholds in Alfalfa - 
YouTube 
 
 
A chart was developed through research to determine the eco-
nomic threshold for PLH in alfalfa  at different heights.  
An example would be:  
At 3” height of alfalfa an economic threshold would be 
reached at 9 potato leaf hoppers in 30 sweeps but if you had  2 
or less PLH in 30 sweeps you would be below the threshold. 
 1 set of sweeps is 10 swings of the net in a pendulum motion 
across your body as you are walking  through a section of the 
field always sweeping a new area. 
 

If your alfalfa is 10” or greater which fits a number of local 
fields then 75 or more plh in 30 sweeps would be over thresh-

old. My recent scouting of a number of fields went from 66-
100 plh in 30 sweeps. 

To buy a net do an internet search for greatlakesipm.com. 

They have 15inch  nets starting at $28. 

Finding PLH  
consistently in local  
alfalfa fields but, at low 
levels 5plh/30swps in 18” alfalfa 75PLH 

would be threshold) 



CORN 

•  Many local corn fields are v8 to v9 stage canopy closure  
• The majority of corn fields have very good weed control 
• Growers have completed N side dressing on most fields  
• We have one station to monitor western bean cutworm in Bridgewater. There were no 

moths in the trap this week. 
• There was no evidence of  foliar diseases in corn fields that were scouted. 



Small Grains 

Wheat 
• Most growers have geared up for harvest 

which is imminent 
• Last year rain delayed harvest and we 

had a number of fields that sprouted 
• Many growers will start harvest when the 

grain is about 20% moisture and actively 
dry the wheat before storage to avoid 
sprouting 

• I observed some white heads in some 
fields so growers will likely have fans set 
high to remove the lighter diseased heads 

• Dry spring months usually support higher 
winter wheat yields by conserving nitro-
gen losses. We had modest rainfall in 
April, May and June that may support 
better than average yields this season. 

Oats 
• We have some excellent looking fields of oats at 

a few locations around the county. They have 
good populations, reasonable weed control and 
good green coloration 

• Most of the fields I scouted this week had very 
little disease incidence and very little evidence 
of cereal leaf beetle damage 

• One field I visited had a significant infection 
with crown rust. This disease can cause signifi-
cant yield loss (20-40 bu/ac) when the flag leaf 
is infected early. 

• Hot dry weather usually slows or stops infe-
cetion 

• I found one fungicide product labelled to control 
crown rust: nexicore. It can only be used to 50% 
heading. 



Soybeans 

• Some early planted fields are at R2 stage now– 
full flower 

• Any significant  pest infestation or weather 
events can now impact yield 

• The picture on the right shows Japanese beetles and the 
shot holes that they leave after feeding 

• I have seen grasshoppers in our local soybean fields 
feeding on the outside margins of foliage 

• Bean leaf beetles may also cause foliar losses 
• Soybeans can a lot of foliar injury prior to flowering at 

that point 20% foliar loss or more can reduce yields 

• Soybean aphids are here as seen in the picture 
to the left. 

• When scouting for aphids select and count the 
number of aphids on 9 individual plants  from 
top to bottom. 

• If you have an average of 250 aphids per plant  
in R1 to R5 stage soybeans, the numbers are 
rising from week to week, there are insufficient 
beneficial insects like lacewings and lady bugs 
then you need to apply an appropriate insecti-
cide. 

• I am consistently finding 30 aphids per plant in 
local fields. That number can increase quickly 
under moderate temperatures and dry condi-
tions 



Pasture 

• Typically after hay harvest growers  should think about pasture management 
• Some pastures have been grazed too low (below 3 inches) at this point   this significant 

slows plant recovery 
• Livestock should be rotated to ungrazed pastures when they are 3” 
• Now is a good time to selectively spot spray or wipe weeds with herbicides while live-

stock are excluded 
• Clipping should follow soon after herbicide application 
• Normally this would be a good time to apply nitrogen to your pasture while livestock are 

excluded but with the high price of nitrogen growers may skip this management tool this 
year. 

• This may also be a time to consider overseeding pastures with red clover , tall fescues if 
livestock can be excluded for 30days or more. Growers will normally have morse success 
if they overseed in late July. 



Weeds in local fields 

Velvet leaf 

Virginia creeper 

Daisy fleabane 

Hemp dogbane 

bedstraw 



mustard Redroot pigweed 

Common ragweed 

barnyardgrass 

Yellow nutsedge Common lambsquarter 



Sow thistle Nipple wort 

Hedge bindweed Curly dock 


