
What to do in June 2022 
 
By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 
 

June 5 
 

Perennials: If you didn’t get around to mulching the perennial beds, do it now. Mulching suppresses weeds and 
helps soil retain moisture. Apply mulch 1-2 inches deep, up to a couple of inches from plant stems, but not right 
up to the stem, so you’re not promoting stem rot or other diseases. 
 
Flowers: Continue to sow seeds of fast-growing annuals. California poppy, cosmos, marigold, morning glory, 
nasturtium, sunflower and zinnia can now be sown directly into the garden. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: If you haven't yet planted the garden, set taller plants to the north, and shorter types to 
the south. This will make the best use of available sunlight. You can stagger the harvest of fast-growing crops 
by planting half a row, or half a bed of a crop now, and the other half two weeks later. This can reduce the 
chance that you'll end up with too much of the same veggie all at once. Keep up with the early strawberry 
harvest. After cane fruit lose their flowers, if rain is scant, water to keep the plants hydrated as the berries 
develop. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: Prune spring-flowering trees and shrubs right after their flowers fade and before next year’s 
buds have set (generally before the end of this month).  
 
Lawn: Help the lawn become acclimated to hot weather, as the grass roots slow down and degrade a bit. 
Instead of applying one inch of water weekly (inclusive of rainfall) in a single watering, apply ½ inch of water 
twice weekly if there is not enough rain. How do you know you've reached one inch or ½ inch when you water? 
Set out a straight-sided container that is one inch deep. Time how long the container takes to fill and water 
accordingly. Water the lawn early in the day. When grass blades dry out before evening, they are better able to 
resist lawn diseases.  
 
Houseplants: Once nighttime temperatures are consistently above 50° F, it’s time for tender houseplants to take 
a summer vacation outdoors. Acclimate them to outdoor conditions and find a spot that will shade them from 
the afternoon sun. Otherwise, they’re susceptible to sunburn and scorch.   
 
General: Check the property twice a week for containers that may collect water and empty, store in a dry place, 
or depose of them. Mosquitoes can breed easily in bottle caps, cans, tires, wheelbarrows, cinderblocks, 
flowerpot saucers, yard decorations, tire swings, toys, and other items that may contain water. 
 

June 12 
 
Perennials: If you’re not quite sure where those new “must have” perennials should go, place the containers 
around the garden in spots they would do well. You can move them where you think they would look best when 
fully grown. Once you find the perfect location, plant it! All new additions will require regular watering for the 
first season. After the first season, drought tolerant varieties should be fine on their own unless it is extremely 
dry. Mulch to retain moisture. 
 
Flowers: Tuck flowering annuals into bare spots in perennial and vegetable gardens for color and to attract 
pollinators to your crops. 
 



Fruits and Vegetables: Warm season transplants such as eggplant, peppers, and tomatoes should be in the 
ground now. You can still plant seeds of fast maturing warm-season vegetables like beans, cucumber, squash, 
and okra. Cover ripening blueberries and juneberries with netting if you don't want to share them with the birds.  
 
Trees and Shrubs: Here’s a bad practice you can help stamp out: Volcano mulching, the practice of piling 
mulch around tree trunks, sometimes a foot or more in depth. (The trunk looks like it’s sprouting from a 
volcano, hence the nickname.) This promotes rot organisms and can eventually kill a tree. It’s fine to mulch 
around trees, just don’t make it more than about 2 inches deep, or allow mulch to touch the base of a tree or 
shrub. Now, go tell the neighbors!  
 
Lawn: Mow lawn grasses to a height of 3, 3 ½, or 4 inches. Strive to remove no more than ⅓ of the grass 
blades at any given time. (To set the height of the mower, turn it off and put it on a flat surface, measure the 
distance from the ground to the blade and adjust accordingly.) Lawn grasses need at least 4 hours of direct 
sunlight to grow well. If the yard receives this much sunlight but is in light shade, cut grass at the higher end of 
the above range. This gives grass blades more leaf area to catch the limited sunlight.  
 
Houseplants: Container plants, including houseplants you’ve moved outdoors, may need to be fertilized every 
few weeks as nutrients are leached out with regular watering. Follow the directions on the fertilizer label.  
 
General: It’s easy to become overwhelmed by rampaging weeds this time of year. Consistent weeding is the 
trick. Take a bucket with you whenever you walk through the garden, and pick up weeds here and there 
wherever you go.  
 

June 19 
 

Perennials: Pinch chrysanthemums and other late-flowering perennials to manage their size and encourage 
development of more blossoms. Finish heading these back around July 4, or flowering may be delayed. 
 
Flowers: When we think of begonias, we think of shady plants. But rhizomatous begonias, especially bronze-
leaf varieties, can thrive in a sunny spot if you plant them in well-drained soil and supply ample water. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Many pumpkin varieties take 3 to 4 months to mature. Last call to plant now so they’re 
ready come Halloween. Keep up with the harvest of remaining early crops, and early fruit. Look for ripening 
blueberries, cherries, juneberries, early raspberries, and continuing production of strawberries. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: I used to like the English ivy snaking up my trees. Then I attended a lecture by Master 
Gardener Volunteer Bob DelTorto, and learned that this invasive vine can be a tree killer, smothering tree 
leaves and weighing down branches. So, I’m getting rid of them, by cutting ivy vines close to the base of my 
trees. The tops of the vines above the cut will die and eventually decay away.  
 
Lawn: How often to mow? Grass growth slows as temperatures rise, and you can expand mowing intervals 
according to the growth rate. If you are moving high (3 to 3 ½ inches +) do this once every 2 weeks (or less 
often) to remove no more than ⅓ of the grass blades. Mowing high will promote stronger rooting that helps the 
lawn manage heat and drought. Cutting more than ⅓ of grass blades can scalp and expose their crowns, dry out 
the roots, and generally stress the lawn. Stop mowing when the grass stops growing. 
 
Houseplants: Don’t forget about all the houseplants lounging around outdoors. Prune if they get leggy, and 
move them to a spot with a bit more sunlight if possible. Periodically check for insect pests or diseases, and call 
your local Cooperative Extension for management advice.  
 



General: Tuesday of this week marks the first day of summer. Take a slow walk around the property, focusing 
on the beauty of what’s growing (not on the weeds and work to do). Congratulations on whatever you’ve done 
to make the space inviting!  
 

June 26 
 

Perennials: Are some of your plants stretching toward the light? Too much shade. Are others looking bleached 
or burnt? Too much sun. Use lath or shade cloth to provide some protection from the sun for sunburned plants 
while you scout out better conditions to put them in the early fall. Move late bloomers early next spring. 
 
Flowers: Keep those window boxes blooming all summer by being vigilant about deadheading spent blooms, 
watering, and fertilizing them according to label directions as needed. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: As temperatures increase, you may see plants wilting a bit during the hottest parts of 
the day. If they do not perk up overnight, be sure to give them water. It's best to water the soil around the plants 
(in the root zone) and keep the leaves dry. Soaker hoses or drip irrigation work well. If you have to water the 
veggies with overhead irrigation, do this early enough in the day (when dew is present) so leaves have a chance 
to dry out before the sun goes down. This can help to reduce leaf wetness that promotes diseases.  
 
Trees and Shrubs: Finish pruning spring growth on evergreen shrubs and hedges (around July 4). It’s ok to 
snip a few straggling branches here and there later on, if you can avoid exposing tender growth beneath that 
could burn in harsh sun. After roses bloom, cut the stems with spent flowers back to a leaf that contains at least 
5, 7, or 9 leaflets (or the highest number of leaflets on the rest of the shrub). If indicated by a soil test, fertilize 
after the first flush of bloom, remembering that more fertilizer is not better. Excess fertilizer may burn roots, 
create growth that is attractive to insect pests, and promotes diseases. 
 
Lawn: Don’t remove grass clippings that do not clump on top of the turf. Grass clippings decompose quickly. 
When clippings filter into the lawn, they act as a natural mulch and fertilizer, and you save the time and hassle 
of disposal.  
 
Houseplants: As it gets hotter, remember to continually monitor the soil moisture of vacationing houseplants. 
Containers may dry out quickly, and you may need to water more frequently.  
 
General: Get inspired and learn something new by making a date with a few fellow gardeners to visit a 
botanical garden, public park or garden tour.  


