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MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE THANK YOU!  
Thank you, shoppers!  Our 2022 plant sale was a great success. It was a busy week for the 
Master Gardener Volunteers. All the plants were “primped” to remove any spent flowers or 
imperfect leaves so they would look their best for the sale. Perennial plants were reviewed for 
vigor and size and priced accordingly. The sales area was measured out and roped off. Floating 
row cover was laid down to protect plants from any potential Jumping Worm contamination. 
Signs were assembled and alphabetized. 

  

Then the movement of plants began. Perennials then annuals, vegetables and herbs. Flat after 
flat of plants emerging from the greenhouse and hoop house travelling on wagon after wagon 
pulled by patient MGs to the assigned sales floor spot. Meanwhile tents popped up, tables were 
unfolded, parking pylons were placed, and strawberry boxes were stacked. After hours of 
preparation and scores of miles walked the sale was ready to begin Friday at 10am. 

   

Less than 32 hours later the it was over. And just about everything was sold. The MGs 
purchased what was left. Thank you and see you next year on May 19 and 20. Save the date!  
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SHOPPING FOR NATIVE PLANTS 
By Victoria Rolfe, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
By now the nurseries are busting at the seams with beautiful eye candy for the gardener in all of 
us. Who can resist all those lush plants with a rainbow of dazzling blooms? I know I, for one, 
find it hard to abstain from loading up my cart! But why resist them? Well, even beyond the 
prohibitive cost of that, I do have another reason for such restraint.  
 
We tend to view our landscape as an extension of our home, 
and thus want to decorate out there. But when it comes to the 
great outdoors, our own property is much more than just a 
pretty place to look out upon or sit and relax in. In the grand 
scheme of things, it IS nature. Here’s a staggering statistic: 
86.6% of land east of the Mississippi is privately owned.  So, 
when it comes to preserving nature, we cannot look to “them” 
to do it. It is actually up to US! 
 
As this country became developed and neighborhoods and 
suburbs sprung up throughout the land, the urge to tame 
nature into pretty little vignettes took hold, and the landscaping 
industry was born. The typical suburban home was nestled into 
some bushes and a few trees were scattered in the yard, with 
maybe a flower bed or two (and lots of grass lawn).  And, as 
with many industries, competitive pricing and mass production 
took over.  
 
And because we were “decorating” our yards, beauty became crucial. Landscapers went far and 
wide to find beautiful plant specimens that they imported from all over the world. And 
horticulturists began playing with species to come up with more and more colors and bigger and 
prettier blooms.  
 
The problem with all this is no one was taking into consideration the impact this was having on 
nature itself. So now, fast forward to the 21st century and what do you see? Millions of suburban 
houses throughout the land with almost identical landscaping. And big box store garden 
departments selling the same (often imported, and likely hybridized) species of backyard plants 
from sea to shining sea.  
 
Oh, we see variety too, but mostly it is from all those hybrid cultivars that the breeders have 
been churning out to produce ever bigger double flowers, or grow to a certain size, or that don’t 
make a mess in the landscape, or are resistant to certain pests or diseases.  
 
Now you might be wondering what is wrong with that. So what? At least they’re plants, right? 
Well, unfortunately for nature, wrong! Nature has evolved a very delicate balance through the 
millennia and relies on plants that have been around for the ages.  Most wildlife depends on 
very specific plants to survive, and those imported exotics might as well be plastic as far as they 
are concerned.  
 
All plants (especially those big trees in our yard) will capture the carbon that we are continually 
spewing into the air (leading to climate change), but a native tree will do so much more for us as 
well.  

A tempting display. 
Photo by Victoria Rolfe 
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Noted entomologist Doug Tallamy has shown that one native live oak tree supports over 500 
species of caterpillars, while an (imported) gingko tree hosts only five. And native plants not only 
host the nature that we are so reliant on, they help save the 
planet in so many other ways. A plant adapted to this area 
will be perfectly suited to the water supply that naturally 
occurs here, saving precious water by requiring much fewer 
(if any) supplemental waterings.  They will also be perfectly 
suited to the soil content in our area and thus require less 
artificial fertilizer supplements (that can leach into our ground 
water and be another source of pollution).  And the pests that 
bother them will also have natural predators living 
here, thus requiring little if any pesticides to keep 
them looking good.  
 
So, now when I go plant shopping, I am not only thinking of beauty and my own enjoyment of 
the plants that I choose for my yard but give thought to how I can contribute to our natural world 
and do my part for the planet as well. Since, at least in this neck of the woods, most of the 
planet IS our backyards, it is truly up to us.  
 
Thankfully people are becoming more and more aware of the need to seek out more native 
plants for our yards, and garden centers have been responsive to this. Some centers specialize 
in essentially all plants that are native to our area, but just about any nursery will carry quite a 
few. You can also find nature friendly purchases beyond just plants to invite our little friends into 
the garden, such as bee houses, bird, bat, and butterfly houses, birdbaths, and butterfly 

puddlers.  
 
I recently spent a lovely afternoon at a nursery in the area that 
specializes in native plants. My (fellow MGV) friend came with 
me and found six plants to add to her garden: Iris versicolor 
(Blue Iris), Geum rivale (Water Avens), Sanguisorba officinalis 
(‘Red Thunder’), Cammassia cucsickii (Cusick Quamash), 
Aesculus parviflora (Bottle Brush Buckeye) and Podophyllum 
peltatum (Mayapple). 
 
And I, looking for something for two very specific and 
challenging areas in my yard, bought a Camassia leichtlinii for 
a tiny stream bed that runs through my yard and a Camassia 
cusickii for a pond side location. It is a good idea to know what 
(soil, light, PH, etc.) conditions are in the spots you are trying to 
fill. You can read the tags for the ideal planting environment 
that each plant requires and then talk to the nursery men and 
women for their suggestions on your specific situation.   
 

Putting the word out to my fellow MGV’s as to what natives they are currently enjoying in their 
gardens, I got the following responses: 
 
Philomena Kiernan likes her Aquilegia canadensis - AKA Red Columbine.  She says “I love this 
part-shade to shade woodland plant as it is very hardy, self-sows, has beautiful, plentiful 
flowers, and especially - the hummingbirds love it!  It's in flower now and will continue in bloom 
for about another month or more, depends on how hot it gets.” 

The author on her recent plant  
shopping expedition. 
Photo by Linda DiGasper 

 

https://www.nwf.org/NativePlantFinder/Plants 
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Cathy Lane enjoys her Dicentra cucullaria, (Dutchman’s Breeches). “It is an early spring 
ephemeral that is important to the queen bumble bee as well as other native bees, butterflies 
and skippers. The seeds are dispersed by ants. It is poisonous to people and pets if ingested.” 
  

              
 
 
 
 

Linda DiGasper says “Gotta send in sunflowers as an 
awesome annual native. Pretty and people can grow them to 
eat the seeds or leave for birds. Lots of colors are available 
besides the various yellows and oranges, like red, bronze 
and even white. There are branching varieties with multiple 
flower heads as well single flower varieties. Lots of sizes 
make it fun, from dwarf varieties like Sunny Smile that are 2 
feet to giants like Sunzilla that grow to 24ft. 
  
Fun fact: Guiness record: The tallest sunflower measures 
9.17 m (30 ft 1 in) and was grown by Hans-Peter Schiffer 
(Germany) in Karst, Nordrhein Westfalen, Germany, as 
verified on 28 August 2014”. 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Sharon Gagne loves her Forget-Me-Nots (Myososis 
Sylvatica), native to the northeast. “I love this plant 
because I never really planted it just got dropped into 
my garden by a bird I guess and every early spring it 
blooms all over and then just disappears”. 
 

 

 

Dicentra cucullaria, (Dutchman’s Breeches). 
Photo by Cathy Lane 

 

Aquilegia canadensis (Red Columbine)  
Photo by Philomena Keirnan 

 

Collage of Sunflowers showing the diversity of colors, 
shapes and sizes. Photo by Linda DiGasper 

Forget-me-nots (Myososis Sylvatica) in Sharon’s  
garden (blue flowers, right, front). Photo by Sharon Gagne 
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Sharon is also fond of her Jacobs Ladder (Polemonium 
vanbruntiae) plant. She says she loves it because it is a bright 
purple and blooms very early when the only other thing in 
bloom are her bulbs. Also, it doesn’t spread quickly and stays 
within bounds.  
 
 
 
 
 
MG Jeanette Tully-Baker is wild about her natives. She likes:  
 
Opuntia humifusa (EasternPricklyPear). Who knew that a 
cactus could survive in New York? Due to special antifreeze 
chemicals in its cells, this native cactus can survive our freezing 
temperatures. The flowers appear in early summer. Be sure to handle it with care! 
 
Geum triflorum (Prairie Smoke) - A favorite native perennial for spring blooms! The flower stalks 
are up to 1 ft tall with 3-5 nodding pinkish-red florets (somewhat resembling a pink Heuchera). 
But after the seed heads develop, they look like long fuzzy hairs that point upwards.  Very 
unique!  
 
Chelone obliqua (Turtlehead) - This native plant contains flowers that can be fun for children. 
Not only do they resemble turtle heads, but there's a constant parade of bees that pry open the 
flowers and climb inside to get the pollen. You might be surprised when a hidden bee flies out! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agastache foeniculum (Anise Hyssop) - Bees, bees and more bees! This plant is considered 
one of the premier plants for feeding pollinators, with over 15,000 flowers per plant. The foliage 
has an anise or licorice scent and can be used as flavoring in salads and teas. It's resistant to 
both rabbits and deer. 
 
Pycnanthemum virginianum (Common Mountain Mint) - In midsummer, Mountain 
Mint is covered with a dense bloom of small white flowers that are highly attractive to pollinators. 
In addition to honey bees, many native bees also enjoy the nectar. It's easy to  grow and deer 
resistant. 

Chelone obliqua (Turtlehead) 
Photo by Jeanette Tully-Baker 

 

Jacobs Ladder (Polemonium vanbruntiae) 
Photo by Sharon Gagne 
 

Geum triflorum (Prairie Smoke) 
Photo by Jeanette Tully-Baker 
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Aquilegia canadensis (Wild Columbine) - The red and 
yellow bell-like flowers attract a variety of pollinators. 
The deep nectaries are the perfect shape for 
hummingbirds and long-tongued insects. This native 
plant is easily grown in average well-drained soil in 
full sun to shade, and self-seeds freely. 
 
Geranium maculatum (Wild Geranium) - An easy-to-
grow native plant for a shade or woodland garden. It 
can be a good groundcover and will spread over time 
to create a blanket under trees or tall shrubs.  
 
 
 

Veronicastrum virginicum "Lavender Towers" (Culvers Root) - This tall, striking native plant is 
topped by spikes of densely-clustered, tiny, white flowers in mid-summer. Bloom time can 
be quite long. The bees absolutely love it! 
 
Vernonia noveboracensis (New York Ironweed) - Ironweed is a low maintenance native 
wildflower that naturalizes easily and is adaptable to garden conditions. It can grow 5 to 8 feet 
tall with a multitude of purple flowers that are attractive to butterflies, bees and other pollinators. 
Songbirds eat the seeds. 
 
Last but certainly not least, MGV Johanna Tomik shared photos of a some of her favorites. 
 

 

 
These are just a few examples of all the wonderful native 
plants you can buy to grace your garden at home, while at 
the same time being a good steward to our precious 
environment, and a friend to our native fauna. I hope you 
will take this into consideration while shopping for plants 
this spring (and always).  We can be all kind to our natural 
world one garden at a time.  Remember, we are the world! 
May your garden bring you much joy and serenity. It is our 
hope for the future.  

Geranium maculatum (Wild Geranium)  

Photo by Jeanette Tully-Baker 

 

Bluets Houstonia caerulea (Bluets), Packera aurea (Golden Ragwort), Trillium grandiflorum and 
Sanguinaria Canadensis (Bloodroot) . Photos by Johanna Tomik 
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CCEDC OFFERING SPOTTED LANTERNFLY (SLF) WORKSHOPS 
BECOME A CITIZEN SCIENTIST. HELP STOP THE SPREAD 

 
Spotted lanternfly (SLF) an invasive pest, has been in the news the past several years. In its 
adult stage it can be very annoying to people. But in all its stages it can seriously damage our 
area’s vineyards and orchards. It is critical to keep a proactive focus on the presence and 
spread of SLF pest while research continues for methods of control. You can help. 

 
First detected in North America in 2014, its range has spread 
throughout Pennsylvania, Maryland and New Jersey. The first 
major infestation of SLF in New York state was detected in 
Staten Island in August 2020. In 2021 infestations (i.e. 
established, breeding populations) were confirmed in New York 
City, Long Island, Rockland, Westchester, Orange, Ulster, 
Broome and Tompkins Counties. SLF eggs have begun to 
hatch now.  

 
The Lower Hudson Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM) and 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County (CCEDC), working with other CCEs in the 
region, is creating a group of “Citizen Scientists” volunteers to help scout for and map the 
presence of SLF and its favorite host Ailanthus altissima, Tree of Heaven (TOH).  
 
The goal is to slow or stop the spread of SLF in the Lower 
Hudson region. SLF are not strong fliers but they are 
excellent hitchhikers and can travel on people and vehicles 
for miles They have been found especially in travel corridors 
(e.g. rest stops on highways), and destinations which draw 
visitors from outside our region (e.g. hiking areas). By 
proactively looking for SLF where we live and enjoy the 
outdoors, we can increase the likelihood of its control.  
 
Educational workshops will be offered by CCEDC throughout 
the region in person and online to prepare interested 
individuals such as gardeners, hikers, landscapers and 
forest managers to scout for and identify SLF. Trainees will 
be asked to be “boots on the ground” to assist in the 
detection of the pest, to help prevent its spread in our area 
and to report it to NYS DEC using the iMapInvasives 
smartphone app.  
 
Training will include identification of SLF and TOH, the lifecycle, harm, its spread and how to 
prevent it. Scouting and mapping opportunities will also be shared. To schedule a workshop 
contact Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC, jdt225@cornell.edu, 845-677-8223 ext. 134  

This program is part of the Lower Hudson Partnership for Regional Invasive Species 
Management’s efforts to stop the spread of invasive species in the Lower Hudson Valley.  
 
Visit www.lhprism.org for more information on how the LHPRISM strives to address invasive 
species issues through its partnerships. Click on “Upcoming Events” or “Get Involved” to learn 
more.  

mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.lhprism.org/
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
Keep an eye out for Allium Leafminer emergence 
Callery pears: An invader 'worse than murder hornets!' 
WNYS IPM: What’s Bugging You? – Messy Gardens 
MSU: Pollinator supportive trees and shrubs for farm and orchard windbreaks 
NYS IPM Opportunities in Spring to Manage Pests  
 
 

BEATRIX FARRAND GARDEN ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEERS 

The Beatrix Farrand Garden Association is looking for new volunteers to assist with two 
important tasks this season.  Firstly, on-site volunteer garden guides will help visitors learn more 
about the Bellefield Mansion, Beatrix Farrand and the blooms on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
season from 1-3pm.  Secondly, garden volunteers valuably help maintain the oldest surviving 
Farrand garden, located in Hyde Park, NY on the FDR National Historic Site. This opportunity 
occurs weekly on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 9am-11am, seasonally April through October. 
Questions or sign-ups can be directed to BFGA Horticulturist Karen Waltuch 
hort@bfgahydepark.org. To learn more about the garden please 
visit www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Thursday, June 2, 6pm, Beekman Library, A Celebration of Trees by Joyce Tomaselli, 
CCEDC Resource Educator. For more information and to register, go to BeekmanLibrary.org 
  
Thursday, June 2, 7pm, Adriance Memorial Library, “An Introduction to Seed Saving for 
the Home Gardener” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Terri Carriker-Thayer”. For more 
information and to register, go to poklib.org 
 
Saturday, June 18, 10:00 am, Millbrook Library online, Mediterranean Diet by CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Anthula Natsoulas. For more information and to register visit 
MillbrookLibrary.org   
 
Saturday, June 18, 11:00 am, LaGrange Library, “12 Easy Herbs for Your Garden or 
Patio” by Master Gardener Volunteer Lorraine Seach. For more information and to register visit 
LagLib.org  
 
Saturday June 18, 9-2 Hyde Park Visual Environment Committee “Hyde Park in Bloom 
Garden Tour”. Reservations are $20.00 per person. Mail to Hyde Park Visual Environment 
Committee, PO Box 125, Hyde Park, NY 12538. Check in from 9-10 at Regina Coeli School, 
4337 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park. Gardens open 10-2. For more information visit 
HydeParkVEC.org 
 
Tuesday, June 21, 6:30, Adriance Memorial Library online, “Microgreens” by CCEDC 
Master Gardener Volunteer Anjali Nandedkar. For more information and to register, go to 
poklib.org 

https://www.morningagclips.com/keep-an-eye-out-for-allium-leafminer-emergence/
https://www.morningagclips.com/callery-pears-an-invader-worse-than-murder-hornets/
file://///ext-dut-dutch1/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2022%20Dutchess%20Dirt/What’s%20Bugging%20You%3f%20–%20Messy%20Gardens
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/pollinator-supportive-trees-and-shrubs-for-farm-and-orchard-windbreaks
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2022/04/13/whats-bugging-you-missed-opportunities/
mailto:hort@bfgahydepark.org
http://www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org/
https://beekmanlibrary.org/
https://poklib.org/
https://millbrooklibrary.org/
http://laglib.org/
https://www.hydeparkvec.org/
https://poklib.org/
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Thursday June 30, 7:00 pm Pawling Free Library online, “12 Easy Herbs for Your Garden 
or Patio” online by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Lorraine Seach. For more information 
and to register visit PawlingFreeLibrary.org 
 
 

GARDEN TOURS SCHEDULED AT VANDERBILT FORMAL GARDEN 
Beginning on Sunday, June 19 and every third Sunday of the month thereafter through and 
including Sunday, October 16, the Vanderbilt Garden Association’s Interpreters will offer regular 
Free monthly tours from 11am to 3:30pm. Tours meet outside the Tool House building. 
Interpreters will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and 
the mission of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the 
plants, shrubs and trees within the formal gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to 
Frederick Vanderbilt’s death in 1938. For further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org 
or visit our website at http:// www.vanderbiltgarden.org. 
 
 

  
LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 

The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and 
participate go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials. 
 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  
This blooming shrub was photographed 
late April week by Adrienne P. We think it 
was a crabapple tree but can’t relocate it 
again to be sure. Perhaps a deer ate it. 

This plant looks so intriguing when it pops up in 
spring. But under those shiny pretty leaves lurks 
an enormous tap root. Do you know what it is?  

https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
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NYS IPM FIRST FRIDAY EVENTS  
Colleagues at New York State Integrated Pest Management have created a series of 30 minute 
talks on various pests and using Integrated Pest Management to avoid problems they may 
cause. The talks are offered the first Friday of each month at noon. The topics are timely and 
interesting such as dealing with mice in your home, and dealing with stink bugs which can be a 
challenge as cooler weather arrives. Click here for the list of topics, past recordings, and 
registration. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our office is now open to the public, but staff are working from home some days. Please make 
pre-arrangements before bringing soil or diagnostic samples to the office.  Please email 
Francheska Kuilan at fk232@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  
 

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Diagnostics questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134 or 
emailed to jdt225@cornell.edu. Written questions can be submitted to our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening. If a 
photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Please contact our office 
at 845-677-8223 or email fk232@cornell.edu to arrange sample drop-off. There is a $15 fee for 
samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on 
our services.  
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  
 
 
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/first-friday-events/
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

