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MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE IN PERSON 
MAY 13 & MAY 14 – MAKE YOUR PLANS!  

 
The 2022 plant sale is scheduled for Friday, May 13 (10-4) and Saturday, May 14 (9-2). It will be 
held on the front lawn of the Dutchess County Farm & Home Center. We depend on the 
continued success of the plant sale to continue our educational programming. Your support is 
needed and greatly appreciated! 

Since early March plants have arrived for planting. The perennials were received as bare root 
plants or started from sterile plugs. They were potted up and started in the greenhouse at cool 
temperatures to encourage root growth. After a few weeks they moved to the hoop house and 
really enjoyed the sunny days of April. Annuals were received as plugs and grown at warmer 
temperatures. Seeds for annuals and vegetables are small now but growing visibly each day. 
Our goal is that they be at their peak for the sale and ready for planting as soon as weather 
permits.   

The greenhouse is full. The hoop house is full. Indoor racks with lights are full. Every inch 
available is filled with happily growing plants basking in sunshine.   
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It’s time to make your shopping list!  You can see the photos of the plants and a summary of 
their characteristics at our Spring Plant Sale Preview. Sort by name, or type (e.g. vegetable) or 
icon (e.g. attracts pollinators). Lists of plants are also at CCEDutchess.org/gardening/spring-
plant-sale. You can use either or both to make a shopping list ahead of time or just shop when 
you arrive.   

 

There are almost 300 different varieties of plants available this year enthusiastically selected 
and grown by our Master Gardener Volunteer which we’re excited to share with you and your 
garden. We’ll also be selling be selling garden books donated by the MGVs.   

Looking forward to seeing you in person Friday, May 13,10-4 and Saturday May 14, 9-2, rain or 
shine.  

 

DRIP IRRIGATION FOR HOME GARDENERS 
By Linda DiGasper, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
Drip irrigation, also known as trickle irrigation, uses a network of plastic pipes to carry a slow 
flow of water under low pressure to plants and has many advantages for the home gardener. I 
was inspired to write this introductory article to share my positive experience with what can be 
seen as a complicated endeavor.  How I came to use drip irrigation in my vegetable garden 
started about 15 years ago after a wonderful trip to Ireland. After viewing resplendent greenery 
in the Emerald Isle, I came home to crispy shades of brown in my vegetable beds. While away, 
the spell of very hot weather killed almost everything that I had planted.  I vowed to figure out a 
way to keep my vegetable garden going without sacrificing travel or relying on family, friends or 
neighbors.  A drip irrigation system on an automatic timer was my solution! 
 

https://ccedcmgv.wordpress.com/
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
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Becoming a water wise gardener, there are many benefits of drip irrigation: 

 It is an efficient method of watering because 90%-95% of the water goes into the soil.  

 Less water is required to fully wet the root zone and there is little water loss due to 

evaporation.  

 Plant foliage remains dry preventing disease problems associated with overhead 

watering.  

 Regular watering cycles can be achieved when there is a lack of rain during the growing 

season. 

 Consistent soil moisture benefits the quantity and quality of fruit and vegetable crops. 

 Time is saved avoiding manual watering of your garden so you can do other garden 

tasks 

 
 
A typical drip irrigation system 
consists of a water filter, a water 
pressure reducer, a header pipe 
or main line, and drip lines. A 
battery-operated water timer can 
also be added to automate the 
system. Here is a conceptual 
diagram of a drip system: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Drip Irrigation Kits 
I started with a kit and highly recommend them for first time do-it-yourselfers.  There are many 
drip irrigation companies that offer starter kits to introduce you to drip irrigation. Each kit has all 
the components included to connect the system up to a faucet and start watering. Kits can be 
built upon so you can add or modify your watering zones. These are some of the many types of 
specialized kits to meet your garden type and layout needs. There are kits for row crops, 
framed/raised beds, unframed beds, containers, landscapes, gravity fed, orchards and 
vineyards, greenhouses, hanging baskets and even cannabis watering kits. 
 
For anyone wishing to use drip irrigation, I recommend starting with a single watering zone to 
become familiar with all of the parts of the system and how they go together. Working on a small 
section will give you experience and confidence. Kits are generally easy to install and once you 
see how it works, you can expand the system.  I use drip irrigation only for my vegetable 
garden.  For my ornamental beds, I follow the water wise strategy that established plants will 
fend for themselves, once established. I provide supplemental watering manually when there 
are dry spells and drought conditions. 
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Here are some other highlights that I would share with those considering drip irrigation: 

 The water filter is critical to keep out particles that can block lines and the drip emitters. 

 Based on your water pressure, a pressure reducer will be needed to lower the pressure 

to 25 – 30 psi.  

 Ensure the water supply is not treated with a 

water softener. Water softeners substitute 

sodium-based salt for calcium and these salts are 

toxic to plants.  

 Consider what you are watering and the distance 

needed between the emitters (drip holes) in drip 

line tubing.  The distance can be 6, 9, 12, 18 or 

24 inches.  

 For a vegetable garden, test the system early in 

the season to ensure everything is functioning 

before planting. Check that each emitter is 

dripping and not blocked.  

 Some of the connections can take a fair amount 

of hand strength to push together.  

 Warm up stiff plastic tubing in the sun to unroll 

and lay out more easily.  

 Store the water filter, pressure regulator and timer 

inside for the winter. 

 Master Garden Volunteer Mary Nisley shared the following about her vegetable garden 
irrigation:   

 She always supplements natural rainfall with some sort of irrigation in her vegetable 

gardens. With irregular rainfall in our area, we can get 3 inches of rain weekly, then 

weeks with little or no rain. 

 She uses rain barrels and a watering can for spot watering, particularly for new 

transplants, and freshly seeded crops. 

 Soaker hoses had been used regularly but they didn’t last very long. Eventually a soaker 

hoses would kink and that spot turned into a gushing hole causing very uneven watering. 

When many soaker hoses in her community garden plot needed replacing, she decided 

to go with a drip irrigation system. 

 Each drip line in her irrigation system each line has its own valve.  She can control and 

water only the areas that is desired.  All the drip lines are fed from a single main line. 

 During installation, some of the valves had been completely blocked despite being in the 

“open” position. Testing the system during installation can find any defects. 

 With the drip irrigation system, she can simultaneously water and plant, weed or harvest, 

all without getting soaked.  

 She tracks the rainfall with a rain gauge and will water if it hasn’t rained in several days 

and no rain is in the near forecast. 

 The system has been trouble-free since installation though one must be very careful to 

move the drip lines out of the way when working with a garden fork. 
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Master Garden Volunteer Jeanette Tully Baker shared the following about her drip irrigation 
experience with her ornamental and vegetable gardens: 

 She uses it to water when she is away from home.  A timer is a must. 

 Placing a drip system after plants are in place can create some challenges. Plants that 

were not in “right” spot didn’t receive water. She adapted by adding a drip line for each 

plant.  

 To create zones, she recommends a two-way water shut off at 

the spigot. One is for her garden beds and another for her 

patio garden containers. 

 When setting up the system for her containers, she fitted the 

system to containers that had been grouped while away.  

When the containers were moved back to their positions, the 

emitters weren’t in the best place to continue to use the system.  

 She found that soaker hoses were not long enough for her needs. 

 She likes how it’s easy to extend the whole system but if you pay for your water, the 

water bill will increase. 

Master Garden Volunteer Sharon Gagne shared the following about here drip system 
experience:  

 She wanted to save time from watering and dragging hoses around to water her six 

separate garden beds including her raised bed vegetable garden. 

 She had tried soaker hoses for intermittent use, but connecting and disconnecting them 

repeatedly to the water line was time and work. And with lower water pressure, plants 

weren’t getting enough water using a soaker hose.  

 For selecting the right size kit, it is very important to walk out and measure the garden 

beds and distances to be irrigated.  This will insure the right sized system is purchased.  

 She buried the main line between garden beds in a shallow trench. Now they are hidden 

by the grass.   

 Keep in mind any slopes or low points in your yard as the lines may hold water and 

freeze in the winter.  

 
 
If drip irrigation sounds right for you, there are many helpful resources to assist in your irrigation 
endeavor. These are some I found useful.  
Videos:  Using Drip Irrigation in Your Garden with OSU Master Gardeners (Vegetable)  

  Garden Answer Video: Installing Drip Irrigation (Foundation Planting) 
Documents:    University of Maryland: Drip irrigation Vegetable Bed (with embedded video)  

What is Drip Irrigation? - University of Maine 
Penn State Extension: Building and Operating a Home Garden Irrigation System  
Colorado State University Extension: Drip Irrigation for Home Gardens  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtKN3_ETdrI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZoM4TZJ0II&t=20s
https://extension.umd.edu/resource/drip-irrigation
https://extension.umaine.edu/york/wp-content/uploads/sites/28/2018/06/Why-consider-drip-irrigation.pdf
https://extension.psu.edu/building-and-operating-a-home-garden-irrigation-system
https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/yard-garden/drip-irrigation-home-gardens-4-702/
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VOLUNTEER APPRECIATON  
By Barb Kull, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer, Class of 2012 

 
Traditionally a Master Gardener Volunteer appreciation dinner is held each April with a guest 
speaker. As COVID status wavered in early spring a decision was made to plant a picnic 
instead. We were able to be outside on a beautiful April day. 
 
I choose to take the 3-hour drive down from upstate NY to visit my friends in the program. Being 
gone for a year from the program, I was so looking forward to catching up with everyone. 
I was not to be disappointed. The smiles, the hugs were overwhelming. Not to mention the 
food!!! 
 

 
 
Our fearless leader Joyce did not disappoint either. We played games, talked and had a great 
raffle. In addition many MGVs received recognition of volunteer service milestones. 
 
As usual the greenhouse was on full display, filled with flowers blooming and seeds popping. In 
addition, our hoop house was full to the brim with our perennials, all waiting for new homes 
come the plant sale May 13-14. Our plant sale is always a fun time. It is also a great fund raiser 
for our program. Our volunteers commit many hours to raise, nurture and baby our new plants 
and cuttings. This year we have added new varieties of annuals, coleus and herbs while still 
keeping the most popular peppers, tomatoes and perennials. 
 
After 2 hours of fun, it was time to move on. I will surely miss my friends and smiling faces; 
however, I am left with a full and warm heart to keep me for a long time. 
 
The program has been very special to me. I know if I am ever stuck on the identity of a plant, 
disease or question, I have a great resource of many likeminded people who are always there to 
help.  If anyone has the opportunity to join this wonderful program, please do. You will not be 
disappointed 
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ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
Keep an eye out for Allium Leafminer emergence 
Callery pears: An invader 'worse than murder hornets!' 
WNYS IPM: What’s Bugging You? – Messy Gardens 
MSU: Pollinator supportive trees and shrubs for farm and orchard windbreaks 
NYS IPM Opportunities in Spring to Manage Pests  
 
 

2022 MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER TRAINING FALL 2022 

The Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County Master Gardener volunteer training 
planned for 2020 was deferred to Fall of 2021 due to COVID-19 restrictions, then cancelled due 
to several other challenges. We are pleased to inform you the training is planned for this fall.  
 
We’ll be using a new training model which will include online work in conjunction with in-person 
classes. The online work can be done on your own time and will include watching lectures, 
reading selected materials and performing knowledge checks. Trainees will be expected to 
complete all online assignments in a timely manner in accordance with the program schedule.   
The specific schedule will be finalized soon. Training is planned to begin early in September and 
run until the end of the year.  
 
In-person classes will be held on four Saturdays, 10am-4pm. Virtual meetings will be held on 
four to six evenings, 7-9 pm. These will include some lectures, but also include hands-on 
activities to reinforce the topics covered in the online portion of the course. They will also allow 
trainees to get to know each other better and meet other active Master Gardener volunteers.  
 
Visit CCEDutchess.org/gardening/master-gardeners  for more information and application 
materials. Application deadline is May 15, 2022. Questions? Contact Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu or 845-677-8223 Ext 134. 

CCEDC MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE MAY 13 & 14 

Each year, Master Gardener volunteers and CCE staff hold our annual plant sale in May, at the 
Dutchess County Farm & Home Center in Millbrook. Our volunteers grow and sell a wide variety 
of annuals, perennials, vegetables and herbs. Some of these varieties are “tried and true” 
favorites, others are exciting new introductions. This is our primary fundraiser and we count on 
your support! Our volunteers are available to answer your gardening questions and to help you 
make your plant selections.   

The 2022 plant sale is scheduled for Friday, 
May 13 (from 10 AM - 4 PM) and Saturday, 
May 14 (from 9 AM - 2 PM) in person at the 
Farm & Home Center in Millbrook. For a list 
of the plants that will be for sale visit 
ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-
sale.  To preview the plants visit 
CCEDCMGV.wordpress.com  

https://www.morningagclips.com/keep-an-eye-out-for-allium-leafminer-emergence/
https://www.morningagclips.com/callery-pears-an-invader-worse-than-murder-hornets/
What’s%20Bugging%20You?%20–%20Messy%20Gardens
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/pollinator-supportive-trees-and-shrubs-for-farm-and-orchard-windbreaks
https://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2022/04/13/whats-bugging-you-missed-opportunities/
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/master-gardeners
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
https://ccedcmgv.wordpress.com/
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BEATRIX FARRAND GARDEN ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEERS 

The Beatrix Farrand Garden Association is looking for new volunteers to assist with two 
important tasks this season.  Firstly, on-site volunteer garden guides will help visitors learn more 
about the Bellefield Mansion, Beatrix Farrand and the blooms on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
season from 1-3pm.  Secondly, garden volunteers valuably help maintain the oldest surviving 
Farrand garden, located in Hyde Park, NY on the FDR National Historic Site. This opportunity 
occurs weekly on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 9am-11am, seasonally April through October. 
Questions or sign-ups can be directed to BFGA Horticulturist Karen Waltuch 
hort@bfgahydepark.org. To learn more about the garden please 
visit www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Wednesday, May 4, 7:00 pm, Adriance Memorial Library online, “12 Easy Herbs for Your 
Garden or Patio” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information 
and to register, go to poklib.org 
 
Wednesday, May 4, 6:30-7:30 pm Climate Smart Pleasant Valley is sponsoring a Composting 
Workshop with Master Gardeners Cathy Lane, Kathy Smith and Johanna Tomik at the Pleasant 
Valley Library. For more details and to register visit PleasantValleyLibrary.org 
 
Thursday, May 5, 6:00 pm, Beekman Library online, “Gardening for Baby Boomers: 10 
Ways to Garden Smarter as We Get Older” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris 
Ferrero. For more information and to register, go to BeekmanLibrary.org 
 

Saturday, May 7, 10:00 am, Dover Plains Library, “Create a Paradise for Pollinators” by 

CCEDD Master Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane, in collaboration with the Town of Dover 

Conservation Advisory Council. For more information go to DoverPlainsLibrary.org.  

 
Saturday, May 7, 10:00 am, Millbrook Library online, Vegetable Gardening for Beginners: 
Starting a Vegetable Garden by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Lorraine Seach. For 
more information and to register visit MillbrookLibrary.org   
 
May 9-21 CCE of Columbia and Greene Counties will host “Spring Gardening Days” a 
series of virtual and in-person classes. Join Master Gardener Volunteers and others to learn 
about various aspects of growing flowers, fruits and vegetables,  birding, composting and 
mushrooming. Webinars will be held via the Zoom platform. Workshops will be available at the 
Hudson and Acra offices. For more information and to register visit CCEColumbiaGreene.org 
 
Tuesday, May 17, 7:00 pm Pawling Free Library online, “Gardening in Small Spaces” 

by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information and to register visit 
PawlingFreeLibrary.org 
 
Saturday, May 21 11am, LaGrange Library, “12 Easy Herbs for Your Garden or Patio ” by 
Master Gardener Volunteer Lorraine Seach. For more information and to register visit 
LagLib.org  

mailto:hort@bfgahydepark.org
http://www.beatrixfarrandgardenhydepark.org/
https://poklib.org/
https://pleasantvalleylibrary.org/
https://beekmanlibrary.org/
http://doverplainslibrary.org/
https://millbrooklibrary.org/
http://ccecolumbiagreene.org/gardening/spring-gardening-days
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
http://laglib.org/
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Wednesday, May 25, 6pm, Clinton Community Library, A Celebration of Trees, online by 
Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Resource Educator. For more information and to register, visit 
Clinton.lib.ny.us  
 
Thursday, June 2, 6pm, Beekman Library, A Celebration of Trees by Joyce Tomaselli, 
CCEDC Resource Educator. For more information and to register, go to BeekmanLibrary.org 
  
Thursday, June 2, 7pm, Adriance Memorial Library, “An Introduction to Seed Saving for 
the Home Gardener” by CCEDC Master Gardener volunteer Terri Carriker-Thayer”. For more 
information and to register, go to poklib.org 
 
Saturday June 18, 9-2 Hyde Park Visual Environment Committee “Hyde Park in Bloom 
Garden Tour”. Reservations are $20.00 per person. Mail to Hyde Park Visual Environment 
Committee, PO Box 125, Hyde Park, NY 12538. Check in from 9-10 at Regina Coeli School, 
4337 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park. Gardens open 10-2. For more information visit 
HydeParkVEC.org 
 

  
LOWER HUDSON PRISM ECO QUEST 

The Lower Hudson PRISM EcoQuest is a scavenger hunt-style challenge to find and document 
an invasive plant or animal (and their native counterpart!). It asks volunteers to take and share 
photos via iNaturalist, an easy-to-use mobile app that instantly connects you to thousands of 
other citizen scientists. Each month a new challenge is announced. To learn more and 
participate go to https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges. There are 
many other good resources on the website including iNaturalist and Seek tutorials. 
 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  
About the size of a softball, this object was 
floating down the side of the road in a spring 
thaw. It’s a Puffball Mushroom, all dried out 
from last summer. Read more.  
 
  

This blooming shrub was photographed 
last week by Adrienne P. Do you know 
what it is? (I don’t, yet)  

 
 

http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
https://beekmanlibrary.org/
https://poklib.org/
https://www.hydeparkvec.org/
https://www.lhprism.org/invasives-strike-force-ecoquest-challenges
https://www.lhprism.org/resources
https://blog.mycology.cornell.edu/2006/10/26/giant-puffballs-calvatia-gigantea/
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NYS IPM FIRST FRIDAY EVENTS  
Colleagues at New York State Integrated Pest Management have created a series of 30 minute 
talks on various pests and using Integrated Pest Management to avoid problems they may 
cause. The talks are offered the first Friday of each month at noon. The topics are timely and 
interesting such as dealing with mice in your home, and dealing with stink bugs which can be a 
challenge as cooler weather arrives. Click here for the list of topics, past recordings, and 
registration. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our office is now open to the public, but staff are working from home some days. Please make 
pre-arrangements before bringing soil or diagnostic samples to the office.  Please email 
Francheska Kuilan at fk232@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  
 

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Diagnostics questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134 or 
emailed to jdt225@cornell.edu. Written questions can be submitted to our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening. If a 
photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Please contact our office 
at 845-677-8223 or email fk232@cornell.edu to arrange sample drop-off. There is a $15 fee for 
samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on 
our services.  
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  
 
 
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/first-friday-events/
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

