
 

 

What to Do in May 2022 
 
By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 
 
 

May 8 
 
Perennials: Continue to plant and transplant perennials this month, the sooner the better. Plants establish best 
when roots get about six weeks to form before the hottest part of summer.  
 
Flowers: Whether you’re filling a hanging basket, a planter or window boxes with plants, use potting soil, not 
the soil from the garden or yard. Potting soil is free of weed seeds and is less dense than many ambient soils, 
allowing water to drain and roots to grow well.  
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Continue harvesting early season crops before they turn bitter and go to seed. Finish 
planting potatoes. Use certified, disease-free planting stock. This spring has been slow to warm so far. Many 
warm season crops, such as tomatoes and peppers are available now. These are not frost hardy and may be 
damaged by cold air temperatures (properly hardened off seedlings: tomatoes below 50°F, peppers below 60-
65°F, higher for eggplant). Be prepared to bring seedlings indoors on cool nights for protection. Plant outdoors 
when soil temperatures reach 70°F at a depth of 2 inches. Warm conditions preferred by these plants usually 
occur around Memorial Day. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: Prune conifers as new growth appears. Remove dead, damaged and diseased plant parts. 
Before making cuts into healthy growth, step back to assess the symmetry of the tree or shrub on all sides and 
what might be removed without harming its form, or improve it. Pines grow from the tips of their central leader 
and branches. Regulate growth of pines by cutting “candles” of new growth in half. Prune other conifers back to 
an area where twigs or branches meet another branch (or an outward facing bud) without exposing the inner 
brown area, or leaving a "hole" where there are no leaves or needles. Hire an arborist to prune large trees. 
 
Lawns: If you plan to mow the grass this month, consider mowing every other week to provide floral resources 
for pollinators and other beneficials. Turf experts advise to "Mow high in May, June and July." This is good 
advice for the rest of the season as well. Taller grass blades produce more energy to support healthy grass roots 
than those of shorter mowed turf. Set the mower blade at 3 to 3½ inches and mow when the grass reaches 
approximately 5 inches in height. 
 
Houseplants: If plants need repotting, consider a compost-based potting mix specially formulated for 
houseplants. Use a container that is no more than 2 inches larger than the original pot. If you don't want to 
increase the pot size, remove a strip of the existing mix up to 2 inches from the edge of the pot and replace it 
with fresh mix. Lightly tamp the mix to remove air pockets. 
 
General: Sign up for the next virtual Home Garden Lecture:  
Seasonal Container Gardening 
Wednesday, May 18 from 10 to 11 a.m., Remote on Zoom  
Speaker: Linda Bradshaw, master gardener volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension.  
The virtual session costs $5. For more information, contact CCE at 914-285-3590 or email 
westchester@cornell.edu. Check out the brochure at  
2022 Home Gardening Lecture Series 
  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/54973/2022_Home_Gardening_Lecture_Series.pdf?1643295291


 

 

 
May 15 

 
Perennials: You don’t have to wait until fall to try to find early flowering bulbs that you'd like to move to a 
new spot. Bulbs can be divided and/or moved once the foliage turns yellow. 
 
Flowers: If your soil is warming (over 50°F at a depth of 2 inches), you can plant summer bulbs, corms and 
tubers such as crocosmia, gladiolus, canna and dahlia. Wait until the soil warms to 70° or more to plant 
caladium, elephant ears and other tropicals. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Continue harvesting early crops. You can plant heat tolerant spring vegetables such as 
Swiss chard, carrots, and turnips if you don't need the space for warm season veggies, provided these are 
irrigated during dry spells. In preparation for tender crops, install stakes for vining plants or other vegetables 
that will need support before planting, so you don’t harm plants by staking or caging them once they are 
growing. If you haven't yet done so, check to see that trellises for grapes and other vining fruit are sound. Fix 
any damage now (taking care to avoid injuring tender stems), before leaves completely obscure the supports and 
heavy fruit creates additional stress on the system.  
 
Trees and Shrubs: Lightly prune azaleas, forsythia, rhododendron, viburnum and other spring-blooming 
shrubs as the flowers fade, before next year's buds form. Monitor susceptible roses for black spot. Contact your 
local Cooperative Extension for management advice. 
 
Lawns: When to mow newly seeded lawns or patches? Wait until grass blades are above three inches but no 
more than 5 inches in height.  
  
Houseplants: You can begin to acclimate cool weather tolerant houseplants outdoors for the summer when 
nights don’t dip below 50 degrees. Wait until warmer weather arrives (Memorial Day or early June) to move 
tropical houseplants outside. Many houseplants favor morning sun and need some shade outdoors, especially 
during the hottest part of the day. 
 
General: For a clean look, thoroughly mulch all flower beds to a depth of 1 to 2 inches. This helps to reduce 
weeds from the outset, and you’ll also preserve soil moisture.  
 

May 22 
 
Perennials: As perennial mums and other late season flowers put on spring growth, you may pinch them back a 
few times before early July to promote full flowering as fall arrives. Later pruning may significantly delay 
flowering.  
 
Flowers: Even though it's possible to have a late frost in the Lower Hudson Valley, if the soil is close to 70°F at 
a depth of 2 inches, it is warm enough to plant seed of warm-season annuals such as California poppy, cosmos, 
marigolds, garden morning glory, zinnia, and more. Begin to harden off tender seedlings. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Air temperatures may still be a bit cool, but you can sow seeds of fast-growing cool 
season greens and hardier warm-season vegetables, such as bush beans, if the soil is close to 70°F at a depth of 
2 inches. Start to harden off tender transplants, such as tomato, eggplant and peppers.  
 
Trees and Shrubs: Is there a staked tree near you that was planted a year ago (or more)? All ties should be 
removed now to prevent girdling of the trunk and branches. This will allow the tree to expand normally and 
promote the development of strong wood against prevailing winds.  



 

 

 
Lawns: Does your lawn need fertilizer? If a soil test indicates spring fertilization could be helpful, do it around 
Memorial Day, not before. But know that Cornell turf experts say fall is actually a better time to fertilize, when 
it will be stored by the plants and there’s less competition from weeds. If your soil nutrition is adequate but your 
lawn is patchy or thin, soil nutrients may not be the problem. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for 
advice. 
 
Houseplants: Learn the preferred temperature range of your houseplants. Some tropicals may be damaged at 
temperatures below 70°F. You may begin to acclimate many flowering houseplants when night temperatures 
are consistently above 55-60°F. To begin, place plants in a well shaded spot that is protected from wind for 1-2 
hours, then return to indoors. Gradually expose plants to longer sessions until they are able to remain outside. 
Once acclimated to outdoor temperatures, repeat the process to expose sun-loving to greater light intensity. 
Many house plants will appreciate shade from hot midday sun. 
 
General: Herbs planted outdoors typically don’t require fertilizer. In fact, too much fertilizer can limit their 
flavor and increase the risk of some pest problems.  
 

May 29 
 

Perennials: In this or the coming weeks, when temperatures are consistently over 70°F, it's time to plant 
summer flower and foliage corms and tubers. These include bananas, caladiums, elephant ears, gingers and 
other tropicals. 
  
Flowers: If you’ve been growing annual flowers from seed and hardened them off, you can plant them in the 
garden now. 
 
Fruits and Vegetables: Set out tomato plants and other warm season crops as the soil warms to 70°F at a depth 
of 2 inches. At the same time, put any needed supports in place so you don’t harm growing plants trying to do 
this later. If you have to hold very tender plants like eggplant indoors another week or so, make sure they are 
kept evenly moist. Plant seeds of cucumber, squash, beans, okra and other fast-growing crops directly in the 
garden. Check early strawberries for ripeness. 
 
Trees and Shrubs: Continue to prune early flowering trees and shrubs shortly after their flowers have faded. 
Finish by early July to reduce the likelihood of removing next year's flowers, or causing heat scorch to newly 
exposed inner leaves that were previously shaded by the foliage above.  
 
Lawns: Leave grass clippings that settle into the lawn for a natural mulch and fertilizer. Break up clumps of 
clippings that sit on top of the grass, or rake up the clumps and move the clippings to a compost pile.  
 
Houseplants: Outdoor containers may dry out quickly in warm weather. Check often and water as needed. 
Supply enough water that it seeps out of the bottom of the pot, then remove standing water in the saucer to 
prevent root rot and make the saucer unfavorable for mosquito development. 
 
General: Take a break during the Holiday weekend to enjoy the garden! 
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