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MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE IN PERSON 
MAY 13 & MAY 14 - SAVE THE DATES!  

 
The 2022 plant sale is scheduled for Friday, May 13 (10 AM-4 PM) & Saturday, May 114 (9 AM-
2 PM). It will be held on the front lawn of the Dutchess County Farm & Home Center. 

Last year our plant sale was offered online with curbside pickup. Feedback from shoppers was 
very positive, especially since they could look at photos of the plants. But the amount of work 
behind the scenes to fill and pack the orders was enormous. And even though the Master 
Gardener volunteers happily accomplished the task, many lovely plants were left over since 
gardeners did not see them in person and become inspired to find room for them. So this year 
we are combining the best of both approaches. You can see the plants and a summary of the 
their characteristics at our Spring Plant Sale Preview. Lists of plants are also on our website at 
CCEDutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale. You can use either or both to make a shopping 
list ahead of time or just shop when you arrive.  

Our plant sale features a wonderful selection of healthy annuals both flowering and foliage, 
perennials, vegetables and herbs. The plants are grown by our Master Gardener volunteers. We 
offer personal service! Volunteers will be available during the plant sale to answer gardening 
questions, to help make plant selections and to help bring plants to cars if needed. 

Once again this year, we will be selling garden books donated by Master Gardener Volunteers. 
These will be gently used, modestly priced, and include books on specific gardening topics, 
inspirational gardens, research and reference, and perhaps a few “oldies but goodies”. Some 
MGVs are down-sizing and others are 
trading-up. But all are eager to share 
their favorite books with other 
gardeners to help raise funds for our 
Community Horticulture programs.  

We depend on the continued success 
of the plant sale to continue our 
educational programming. Your 
support is needed and greatly 
appreciated! 

https://ccedcmgv.wordpress.com/
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
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GARDENER’S WORLD: WHAT I LEARNED FROM A BRITISH 
GARDENING SHOW (Part 2) 

By Linda DiGasper, CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer 
 (See March Dutchess Dirt for Part 1) 

 
Gardener’s World is a British gardening show in its 54th season and is currently hosted by 
Monty Don, a British horticulturist, broadcaster and writer. Last month I shared some garden tips 
and some sustainability concepts from the show that I found helpful. This month I am sharing 
some fun terminology differences, garden visits and pitfalls of a garden show made for a 
different climate than ours. 
 

 
Winter Garden, Wakehurst Gardens in Sussex, England. Photo from https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wakehurst 
 

Do you grow veg? The term veg is regularly used in reference to growing vegetables. 
Gardeners were featured growing veg in their “allotments”, which stateside we call community 
garden plots.   
 
Other fun differences in terminology included calling zucchini “courgettes”, arugula “rocket”, 
eggplant “aubergine”, fava beans “broad beans” and indeterminate tomatoes “cordon” tomatoes.  
I watched with the closed captioning feature on the TV to catch some fun adjectives like 
“stonking”.  “This gravel garden is absolutely stonking!” was exclaimed on the show.  Stonking is 
used to highlight how good something is.   
 
Gardeners on the show regularly mixed in “horticultural grit” to the soil or into container 
plantings.  Horticultural grit consists of tiny pebbles up to 1/6 inch in size and is used to improve 
drainage in pots and soils in the UK. Horticultural grit is not a common material found in our 
garden centers.  It is not the same as pea gravel, which is larger at 1/8 inch to 3/8 inch in size. 
Knowing how much rain the UK receives explains why using horticultural grit is a common 
practice to improve drainage.  
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/55558/Dutchess_Dirt_March_2022.pdf?1646166057
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The average annual rainfall in the UK varies from 64 inches to a whopping 90 inches! Much less 
than our county average of 44 inches. For our area, a recommended practice to improve 
drainage is to amend the soil with organic matter, such 
as compost.  Also recommended is to not fight nature 
and work with the existing growing conditions and use 
moisture loving plants. No need to add more pebbles to 
our rocky soil in Dutchess County; we have enough!  
 
Another climatic difference between Dutchess County and the UK is the range and average 
temperature in the coldest and hottest months: 

Average Temps: January Range July Range 

UK* 40 oF 38-44 oF 62 oF    60-65 oF 

Dutchess (Poughkeepsie) + 29 oF   20-34 oF 75 oF   62-84 oF 
* 2015-2020 data from www.statista.com     +2015-2021 data from www.weater.gov        

 
Our weather averages about 10o F colder in the 
winter and almost 15o F warmer in the summer.  
The swings in daytime and nighttime temperature 
are greater in New York than the UK.  One benefit 
of our hotter summers is the ability to readily grow 
heat loving vegetables like tomatoes and peppers.  
In Gardener’s World, it was common to see 
gardeners using a “hot house” or a miniature 
greenhouse to grow their tomatoes and peppers.  A 
hot house may be a necessity in the UK to attain 
the warmer temperatures that those veggies need.  
 

With our cold winters, the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map is a 
valuable aid to determine which plants are hardy and survive our 
winters. The map is based on the average annual minimum winter 
temperature, divided into 10-degree F zones with 13 numbered zones.  
Dutchess County has a zonal range from 5a to 6b. This link can be 
used to find your zone by zip code: https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/   
  
Applying the USDA zones to the UK, you can see the climate is milder.  
In the UK, the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) has their own plant 
hardiness rating system (Zone H1a-H7) 
based on temperature ranges.  Any 
notation of a plant’s hardiness zone on the 
show is to be disregarded. With a milder 
climate, they can grow these hardy 
vegetables in the winter: broccoli, brussels 
sprouts, cabbages, kale, leeks and 
parsnips.  
 
                   
 

    
 
 

Plant Hardiness Zones in 
Dutchess County and the UK. 

 

http://www.statista.com/
http://www.weater.gov/
https://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/
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Because of these significant differences, one must be careful to follow the advice given on the 
show and learn more about the plants featured.   For example, UK native yellow flag iris (Iris 
pseudacorus) is a NY state prohibited invasive.  It is classified by the Lower Hudson Partnership 
for Regional Invasive Species Management group as Tier 4: established and widespread in our 
area. Yellow flag iris forms large, clonal populations that displace native species including US 
native blue flag iris (Iris versicolor) and offer nutrient-poor forage for wildlife.  
 
The timing of garden tasks can be very different. On the show, sweet corn is started inside and 
transplanted when 2 feet tall into their garden. Cornell Vegetable Growing Guides instruct direct 
sowing of sweet corn into the ground after the last frost date.  UK gardeners can start to direct 
sow annual flower seeds in March while we wait until the last frost date, usually around the 
middle or end of May. They may be able to plant fava beans in October, but if we do that, they 
will not germinate and will rot by the spring time.  Fall pruning at the right time of year for them 
can be too early for our area, causing the tree or shrub to leaf out tender growth that will be 
killed off by frost.  
 

 
Wakehurst Mansion Gardens in Sussex, England  

 
Even factoring these pitfalls, the wonderful garden visits featured on the show were a major 
highlight.  Gardens of industry designers and experts are featured along with national gardens 
in the UK.  A feast of visuals included the National Botanic Garden of Wales, the Birmingham 
Botanic Gardens and the Wakehurst Gardens at Sussex.  Each year, they feature the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show, billed as the greatest flower show with stunning garden designs and 
gorgeous floral displays.   
 
Good information as a gardener is a key to success. The Dutchess County Cornell Cooperative 
Extension, http://ccedutchess.org/, is an excellent source of information of our area that is 
unbiased, research-based information available from Cornell and other Land Grant universities 
from across the nation. 
 
The internet has really grown to contain a plethora of accessible information, some of which is 
inaccurate or harmful. I truly value the access and information available at the Cornell 
Cooperative Extensions for my gardening endeavors.  I also look forward to watching more 
Gardener’s World, a stonking show! 
 
How to watch? The current and past season of Gardener’s World is available through Britbox 
streaming service and requires a subscription. If you have Amazon Prime, 56 episodes are 
available from the 2016 and 2017 seasons of Gardener’s World (listed as Seasons 6 and 7). 
Video segments and features are available on their website https://www.gardenersworld.com/  

 
 

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/scene0391.html
http://ccedutchess.org/
https://www.gardenersworld.com/
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THE MASTER GARDENER BOOKSHELF 
 

THE DIRTY LIFE: 
A MEMOIR OF FARMING, FOOD AND LOVE 

 

By Sharon Gagne, Master Gardener Volunteer 
 
I first read this book long before I became a Master Garden Volunteer but it has stayed with me 
for years.  It feels especially relevant because it opens on a farm in New Paltz, while the author 
was working in Manhattan, two areas I am very familiar with, making it an even more fun read.  
 
It is the story of Kristen Kimball's journey as a 30-something, Harvard educated journalist to 
becoming a farmer on a 500 acre farm on Lake Champlain.  Her story begins when she 
interviews a handsome, laser-focused farmer in New Paltz and ends with their marriage and 
their founding of a “whole diet” CSA with the goal of growing everything needed to feed a 
community.  This includes 40 different kinds of vegetables, herbs, fruit, dried beans, flours, 
grains, maple syrup, eggs, pork and chicken. 
 

This is a well-written, passionate, engaging and often 
funny account of her change from city-loving party girl to a 
true farmer.  It is heart-wrenching in parts, as when their 
first milk cow was attacked by dogs, or when they had to 
put down their beloved draft horse when he broke his leg.  
It is also laugh-out-loud funny when she makes the trip 
from Manhattan to New Paltz (dressed in city clothes and 
high heels) to interview the farmer, and he interrupts the 
interview to tend to a chore, handing her a hoe to remove 
rocks from the tomato patch while she awaits his return.  
My favorite part of the memoir is when she learns, after 
living on the farm a short while, that a few of the locals 
thought on first seeing her around town that she was a 
high-priced New York hooker!  
 
I learned a lot from this book about the many 
responsibilities which cannot be put off until tomorrow - 
such as milking cows despite a raging snowstorm - and 
about determination - fighting bindweed and other weeds 
in the vegetable garden - and about almost constant hard 
labor required of our farmers.  But I also learned about the 

almost mystical relationship of the animals, the soil, the food produced and humans working the 
land. 
 
Kristen Kimball has now written a sequel chronicling the next five years on the farm called Good 
Husbandry: Growing a Family on a Community Farm. Both books are available in paperback. 
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Perennial Plants Planting Puzzle 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
Have you wondered what goes on behind the scenes getting ready for our spring plant sale? It’s 
like a child’s sliding puzzle but moving plants instead of small squares.  
 
Until a few years ago when jumping worms were discovered in our area, Master 
Gardener Volunteers dug perennial plants from their gardens in April. The plants 
were divided, potted up and placed along the outside of our greenhouse to grow 
until the sale.  
 
Now to avoid any spread of jumping worms, perennials are purchased from commercial growers 
either as bare root plants or grown from seed in sterile medium. The perennials arrive 
throughout March, are potted up and 
grown in the greenhouse at cool 
temperatures. The pots fill over half of the 
available bench space.  Outdoor 
temperatures are usually still below 
freezing. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late March seeds are started for pepper and tomato plants. More of the bench space fills. Early 
April annual plants start to arrive, the benches are overflowing and the greenhouse heat needs 
to be increased. By then the perennial plants have established a good root system and outdoor 
temperatures have started to rise. So the perennials are moved out to the hoop house.  
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During cold cloudy days the hoop house stays 
closed to keep plants tucked in. On sunny days the 
sides are rolled up to avoid a heat buildup then 
rolled back down to preserve heat at night. If 
nighttime temperatures are well below freezing, 
floating row covers protect the plants. As nighttime 
temperatures stay above freezing the sides stay up 
and eventually the poly is removed to let the plants 
bask in normal spring growing conditions until they 
are purchased mid-May. Concurrently the annuals, 
herbs and vegetables fill up every possible space in 
the greenhouse including on the floor. Moving pots 
just like the child’s game.  

 
ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

NYS IPM – Disease and Insect Resistant Ornamental Plants 
Museum of the Earth Online exhibit “Six-Legged Science” 
How do Nutrients Get Into My Vegetables? 
CCE Suffolk Growing Fruit Trees 
NYS IPM Dormant Seeding of Turf (and Lawns) 
  

2022 MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

The Cornell Cooperative Extension Dutchess County Master Gardener volunteer training 
planned for 2020 was deferred to Fall of 2021 due to COVID-19 restrictions, then cancelled due 
to several other challenges. We are pleased to inform you the training is planned for this fall.  
 
We’ll be using a new training model which will include online work in conjunction with in-person 
classes. The online work can be done on your own time and will include watching lectures, 
reading selected materials and performing knowledge checks. Trainees will be expected to 
complete all online assignments in a timely manner in accordance with the program schedule.   
The specific schedule will be finalized soon. Training is planned to begin early in September and 
run until the end of the year.  
 
In-person classes will be held on four Saturdays, 10am-4pm. Virtual meetings will be held on 
four to six evenings, 7-9 pm. These will include some lectures, but also include hands-on 
activities to reinforce the topics covered in the online portion of the course. They will also allow 
trainees to get to know each other better and meet other active Master Gardener volunteers.  
 
Visit CCEDutchess.org/gardening/master-gardeners  for more information and application 
materials.  

CCEDC MASTER GARDENER SPRING PLANT SALE MAY 13 & 14 

Each year, Master Gardener volunteers and CCE staff hold our annual plant sale in May, at the 
Dutchess County Farm & Home Center in Millbrook. Our volunteers grow and sell a wide variety 
of annuals, perennials, vegetables and herbs. Some of these varieties are “tried and true” 
favorites, others are exciting new introductions. This is our primary fundraiser and we count on 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/agriculture/ornamental-crops/disease-and-insect-resistant-ornamental-plants/
https://www.museumoftheearth.org/six-legged-science
https://www.morningagclips.com/how-do-nutrients-get-into-my-vegetables/
http://ccesuffolk.org/gardening/horticulture-factsheets/tree-fruit-growing
http://ccesuffolk.org/gardening/horticulture-factsheets/tree-fruit-growing
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/master-gardeners
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your support! Our volunteers are available to answer your gardening questions and to help you 
make your plant selections. 

The 2022 plant sale is scheduled for Friday, May 13 (from 10 AM - 4 PM) and Saturday, May 14 
(from 9 AM - 2 PM) in person at the Farm & Home Center in Millbrook. For a list of the plants 
that will be for sale visit ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale.  To preview the plants 
visit CCEDCMGV.wordpress.com  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Wednesday, April 6, 6:00-7:30 pm, Dutchess Land Conservancy online Earth Matters: 
Winter Speaker Series. Margaret Roach: Nonstop Plants: A Garden for 365 Days. To register, 
click here. For more information, visit https://dutchessland.org/ 
 
Thursday, April 12, 7:00 pm, Clinton Community Library online, “Deer Defense” by 
CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information, visit clinton.lib.ny.us  
 
Tuesday, April 19, 7:00 pm Pawling Free Library online, “Rediscovering Native Perennials 
as Alternatives to Invasives” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Cathy Lane. For more 
information visit pawlingfreelibrary.org 
 
Wednesday, May 4, 7:00 pm, Adriance Memorial Library online, “12 Easy Herbs for Your 
Garden or Patio” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information 
and to register, go to poklib.org 
 
Thursday, May 5, 6:00 pm, Beekman Library online, “Gardening for Baby Boomers: 10 
Ways to Garden Smarter as We Get Older” by CCEDC Master Gardener Volunteer Chris 
Ferrero. For more information and to register, go to BeekmanLibrary.org 
 

MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

  
This hardened black ooze the size of a softball (left) is at 
the base of a shagbark hickory tree which also houses 
squirrels. It looked like it could be a fungus but it is probably 
waste. It occurred on one of the first warm spring days and 
has since washed away (right). There are many Black 
Walnut trees in the area the squirrels store and feed on.    

Also the size of a softball, this 
object was floating down the 
side of the road in a spring 
thaw. Do you know what it is?  

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/spring-plant-sale
https://ccedcmgv.wordpress.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/earth-matters-becca-rodomsky-bish-on-how-your-yard-can-help-support-birds-tickets-243684846937
https://dutchessland.org/
http://clinton.lib.ny.us/
https://www.pawlingfreelibrary.org/
https://poklib.org/
https://beekmanlibrary.org/
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NYS IPM FIRST FRIDAY EVENTS  
Colleagues at New York State Integrated Pest Management have created a series of 30 minute 
talks on various pests and using Integrated Pest Management to avoid problems they may 
cause. The talks are offered the first Friday of each month at noon. The topics are timely and 
interesting such as dealing with mice in your home, and dealing with stink bugs which can be a 
challenge as cooler weather arrives. Click here for the list of topics, past recordings, and 
registration. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our office is now open to the public, but staff are working from home some days. Please make 
pre-arrangements before bringing soil or diagnostic samples to the office.  Please email 
Francheska Kuilan at fk232@cornell.edu for forms and instructions.  
 

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is open April to October each Wednesday from 9am 
to noon.  Diagnostics questions can be left for Joyce Tomaselli at 845-677-8223 ext. 134 or 
emailed to jdt225@cornell.edu. Written questions can be submitted to our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening. Click on Contact Us and select the topic of Gardening. If a 
photograph is included, please ensure it is focused and as close up as possible.   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year long. Please contact our office 
at 845-677-8223 or email fk232@cornell.edu to arrange sample drop-off. There is a $15 fee for 
samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and information on 
our services.  
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Joyce 
Tomaselli at jdt225@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org  
 

 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  
 

 

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

https://nysipm.cornell.edu/whats-bugging-you/first-friday-events/
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
mailto:fk232@cornell.edu
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

