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Upcoming Events/Programming 

"Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans,  
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities” 

Residential Agricultural Discount Program 
Is your farm business paying more for its electric delivery service than 
it needs to? The RAD Program is an electricity rate discount available 
to farm businesses which have a residence connected to  
the same electric meter as the farm business.  
New applications, and yearly renewals if you already participate in the 
program, need to be submitted by JULY 1st,  
If you have a residence on the same electric meter as your farm  
business and you file with IRS as a farm business with either an: 
IRS - Schedule F (Form 1040) or, IRS Form 1120, 1120S, or 1065, 
you can apply for this Discount, even if you generate your own  
electricity.  
Applications are available on your utility company website, along  
with eligibility criteria and other information. Or you can contact  
your utility company directly.  
National Grid website: 
https://www.nationalgridus.com/Agricultural-Discount 
NYSEG website: https://tinyurl.com/25fuu59r  
The Residential Agricultural Discount Program is funded through the 
NY Power Authority - ReCharge New York program. 
Contact your service provider if you have questions. 

Oneida County Dairy Promotion 
Annual Banquet and Dairy Ambassador Competition 

Sunday, May 22, 2022 
Oneida County Dairy Promotion will be holding their Annual Banquet 

and Dairy Ambassador Competition Sunday, May 22nd, at Three 
Steeples Church Barn. Cow tails at 12:30, with lunch served at 1:00. 

Tickets adults $15, children $10, and under five are free.  
Contact Joan Smith, 315-941-2906 to reserve your seats.  

Reservations are due by Monday, May 16th. 
We are accepting applications for the 2022 Dairy Ambassador, Coun-

ty Associates, and nominations for our county promotion awards: 
Dairy Farmer of the Year, Ag Business of the Year, and Silver Cow. 

All applications and nominations must be completed and returned to 
Mary Burkert, 6825 Quaker Hill Road, Ava, NY 13303 by May 9th.  

For more information or an application,  
contact The Oneida County Dairy Promotion Facebook page. 

2022 Herb & Flower Festival  
Saturday June 18th 9am to 2:30pm at CCE Oneida County,  

Donation is $5 at the entrance, details at www.cceoneida/events 

https://www.nationalgridus.com/Agricultural-Discount
https://tinyurl.com/25fuu59r
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Penn State Extension has released the PA/NY solar leasing 
webinar videos. (stay tuned there will be more to come!) 
Session 1: 02/02/22, “Utility-Scale and Community Solar in NY & PA” 
https://tinyurl.com/2pf4avke 
Session 2: 02/23/22, “Leasing Your Land for Solar Development” 
https://tinyurl.com/2p8x24su 
Session 3: 03/16/22, “Evaluating Key Contract Terms…”   
https://tinyurl.com/2sux47e6 
Session 4: 03/23, “Solar Leasing Questions, Answers, & Wrap-up”  
https://tinyurl.com/yukkhyp3 

Utility/ Community scale solar   by Jeff Miller 
 Most of us would agree that the US has to reduce greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions. The two biggest segments of GHG emissions 
come from energy and transportation. This need is encouraging 
development of many alternative (non-fossil fuel) energy production. 
There are a number of solar arrays in fields across the county already 
and a number of sites that are in process now.  
 Local zoning laws play a critical role in siting local clean energy 
to meet renewable energy goals and rise to the challenge of the climate 
crisis. They directly influence the amount of solar energy that gets built. 
Increasing the supply of renewable energy is the path to meeting the 
region’s energy needs and reducing greenhouse gas emissions that 
cause climate change. This shift to renewable energy is necessary not 
just to reduce emissions from energy production, but to electrify 
transportation systems and heating and cooling in the built 
environment— greater contributors to climate change than energy 
generation. 
 Municipalities in New York State have the authority to regulate 
solar projects less than 25 megawatts (MW) in size and to oversee their 
review and approval under applicable local laws and the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA). Generally, larger projects 
reviewed at the state level also must comply with local law.  
 Therefore, Oneida County municipalities should proactively enact 
or update zoning laws to regulate and guide development of solar 
energy systems. In this way, they will be in a “solar ready” rather than 
reactive position. Solar ready zoning promotes “smart from the start” 
solar energy system development that ensures the preservation of 
community character and natural resources while maximizing the 
economic, environmental and public health benefits of clean energy. 
 Ask your community leaders if they have updated zoning laws to 
regulate and guide the development of solar energy systems. 
If your local municipality doesn’t have these zoning laws in place, they 
can put a temporary moratorium on solar development while they 
develop them.  
 There are a number of resources that they can use to develop 
these zoning laws. One resource is Oneida County Planning.  Also a web 
resource that identifies important elements in establishing a plan can be 
found at this link  https://www.scenichudson.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/01/solar-zoning-in-the-hudson-valley.pdf  . 

https://www.scenichudson.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/solar-zoning-in-the-hudson-valley.pdf
https://www.scenichudson.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/solar-zoning-in-the-hudson-valley.pdf


Prepare Now for Summers’ Heat: 
By Marylynn Collins 

 It’s May  and local dairy producers are ramping up for spring field 
work and planting.  Warmer temperatures are a welcomed sign of a new 
season but should also serve as a reminder that dairy facilities, weather 
a freestall or tie stall, should make time now to prepare for summers’ 
heat.  We don’t have to wait for summer for our cows to experience heat 
stress.  Even at 60 degrees F cows can begin to exhibit signs of heat 
stress. 
 Plan now to perform routine maintenance on all exhaust and 
circulating fans. Ensure that water tubs are cleaned routinely and 
functioning as intended.  Increased respiration and urination during 
warm weather may cause cows’ water intake to increase by as much at 
20% 
 Consider adding circulation fans where feasible.  Circulation fans 
work to increase the turbulence of air circulating around cows and will 
improve natural evaporation in the herd. Think about your dry cows too 
that can benefit from added heat abatement efforts.  Increased stress 
levels in dry cows has been linked to poor quality colostrum and calves 
that arrive less thrifty.  Provide added shade when possible to pastures, 
dry lots and even the sides of free stalls by installing shade cloth. 
 Don’t wait too long, you know how central NY weather can go 
from 45 to 75 in a blink of an eye. 

 The importance of harvesting and storing colostrum for your wet 
calves has been reviewed and discussed a multitude of times in nearly 
every dairy publication and newsletter. Adhering to strict collection 
protocols, freezing and thawing methods and timely delivery of 
colostrum is all it takes to provide a strong immune system.  What if I 
told you we could do more? Measuring serum total protein levels in 
calves as young as 24 hours to 7 days old is a simple way to up your 
calf management game and determine with measurable certainty that 
passive transfer has occurred.   
 Immunoglobulins in colostrum are made of primarily proteins, so 
as the newborn’s body absorbs the colostrum, the serum protein levels 
in the blood increase.  At birth, a calf’s serum total protein level is 
around 4.2mg/dl.  After a colostrum feeding a serum total protein level 
of 5.5 mg/dl would indicate that at least a minimum level of 
immunoglobulins were absorbed. Measuring and evaluating serum total 
protein levels can help to troubleshoot calf health incidences and can 
possibly flush out inconsistencies in your calf care procedures, 
specifically those related to colostrum management.  Please contact me 
if you would like to explore this option on your farm. Replacement heifer 
raising costs are not anticipated to decline anytime soon. Robust and 
healthy calves are going to reward you, let’s work together to get them 
to that point of return. 

Confidence in Your Colostrum Management: Proof is in the 
Total Protein Levels 

By Marylynn Collins 
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Proposed Tax Reform for Farmers 
The Good, The Bad, & Possibly the Future 

By Bonnie Collins 

HPAI (highly pathogenic avian influenza)  
has been detected in NY   

Details on what to look for are available on this podcast 
https://tinyurl.com/2p9j2vxb 

While these proposals will not pass this year, keep in mind what has been 
presented to the House and Senate, and now is the time for discussion with 
your attorney and tax preparers to look to the future and protect your farm 
assets. 
 
The information presented here is a review of an article written by Paul 
Neiffer, a certified public accountant and business advisor from Walla Walla, 
Washington. He owns a 180-acre farm where he raises livestock.  
 
The Good: 

 Make permanent the enhancements to the earned income tax credit 
that may help young farmers and their families 

 Extend the extra child tax credit through 2025 

 Make permanent the enhanced child and dependent care credit 
The increased availability of the premium tax credit would be made 

permanent 
The Bad: 

 The corporate tax rate would move from 21% to 28%, with no 
indication if this is a graduated tax rate. 

 Partial elimination of the step-up in basis would create potentially 
significant tax liabilities to the inheriting spouse. 

 Banks would be required to report gross inflows and outflows of physical 
cash to and from another account with the same owner on any movement 
over $600 

 Credit cards and all crypto companies would be subject to the same 
rules as the banks. 

 Allow less supervision of assessing penalties by the IRS. 
Possibly the future: If many of these proposals pass, it would seem only 
wise to plan now for that future. 
The Now: 

 Now is the time for getting your financial information in order 

 Now is the time to discuss what you want to leave to whom 

 Now is the time to start the journey of developing a Farm Transition 
Plan 
References:  Neiffer, Paul, March 30, 2022, More Green Book Updates. More Green Book 
Updates | CLA (CliftonLarsonAllen) (claconnect.com) 
Bonner, Paul, March 28, 2022, The Tax Advisor, New limitation on excess business losses 
(thetaxadviser.com) 

https://tinyurl.com/2p9j2vxb
https://blogs.claconnect.com/agribusiness/more-green-book-updates/?utm_campaign=Perspectives&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=209117711&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-87DSkwhqvPTZnVs8obkwIATPMSBDUDZ0eiimv9a_Gyh_kpOpNTighm0spzQO29e1sf_x4YrLmQRDjKZyRcs_ZJsoaoZA&utm_content=209117711&utm
https://blogs.claconnect.com/agribusiness/more-green-book-updates/?utm_campaign=Perspectives&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=209117711&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-87DSkwhqvPTZnVs8obkwIATPMSBDUDZ0eiimv9a_Gyh_kpOpNTighm0spzQO29e1sf_x4YrLmQRDjKZyRcs_ZJsoaoZA&utm_content=209117711&utm
https://www.thetaxadviser.com/issues/2019/may/new-limitation-excess-business-losses.html
https://www.thetaxadviser.com/issues/2019/may/new-limitation-excess-business-losses.html


Young Farmer Recap 
By Maryellen Wiley 

First and foremost, Marylynn Collins and I 
would like to thank Anna Richards from 
2020 Consulting for coming out to speak 
with our Young Farmers Discussion Group. 
We tasked Anna with speaking on the 
strategic planning of farm operations. As 
we hoped this event was genuinely 
conversation-based, the speaker 
approached several questions to give 
attendees something to think about. For example, what is the 
economical sustainability of your farm business? What are your risks of 
doing business? And how can you mitigate those risks? 
The following challenges were presented; 

 Issues with labor 

 Cost of production 

 Family dynamics 

 Infrastructure 

 Succession Planning 
As predicted, labor was a hot topic, followed by succession planning and 
ways to get the older generation to the table to discuss the future of 
their operations. 
This being our first in-person event following the COVID-19 pandemic, it 
was great to get this group back together. We had a fantastic turnout 
with several industry sectors represented, including dairy, livestock, 
fruit and veg, and crop. Along with representatives from Crop Growers 
and Oneida County Farm Bureau, who we'd like to thank for their 
continued support in reaching our farming community. 
We are working on putting together upcoming events, tours, and guest 
speakers. Follow our Facebook page, Farm Flash, and upcoming email 
blasts for more information. 



Creating your Strategic Plan: The First Phase 
By Maryellen Wiley 

 I recently traveled to the Extension Risk Management Education 
conference in Omaha, Nebraska. I had the opportunity to present our 
work with the Somali Bantu community and attend several educational 
sessions highlighting the work of extensions educators from across the 
country. I am looking forward to upcoming programming where I can 
put my takeaways to use. 
 If you are following along, as promised, for this May Issue of 
Farm Flash, we will be focusing on “The First Phase” of creating a 
strategic plan. Broken down into four phases, the strategic planning 
process is to design a farm business that allows all individuals involved 
to better themselves by achieving personal goals to strengthen the 
business overall. 
 The first phase of creating your strategic plan involves analyzing 
the below factors; for this article, we will look into identifying personal 
goals in more detail.  

 Identifying personal goals 

 Determining business goals 

 Scan the external environment 

 Scan the internal environment 
 Personal goals are something that you, as an individual, want to 
achieve. Think about the past four months. Have you set or achieved 
any “personal” goals that you set for yourself at the start of the New 
Year? 
 For example, a personal goal may include spending more time 
with family, finishing up a college degree, starting college funds for your 
children, getting involved in your community, and the list could go on. 
Business activities such as producing safe and nutritious products for 
consumers or providing an opportunity for the next generation, etc., are 
examples of personal goals that may focus on the business. 
 Established personal goals develop a basis for the development of 
business goals. When individual goals are identified, there should be an 
opportunity to share goals with others in the farm business to identify 
inconsistencies in setting personal goals. Sharing personal goals will help 
determine which personal goals will be best achieved through the 
business activities. 
 These factors are necessary and require each individual involved 
in the business to participate in revisiting their own goals and assisting in 
determining goals for the business. Over the next month, I challenge 
you to set some personal goals for yourself or review your past goals, 
and in the meantime, please do not hesitate to reach out to me about 
starting to develop your strategic plan. Email me at mfw73@cornell.edu 
or call 315.272.1722 x177 

The Meat and Poultry Processing Expansion Grants Program (MPPEP) 
provides grants to help eligible processors expand their capacity. USDA Rural 
Development designed the MPPEP to encourage competition and sustainable 
growth in the U.S. meat processing sector, and to help improve supply chain 
resiliency. 
Grants DUE by May 11th. Details, https://tinyurl.com/muayna6a   
Application, https://tinyurl.com/4awzmkum 

mailto:mfw73@cornell.edu
https://tinyurl.com/muayna6a
https://tinyurl.com/4awzmkum


Crop Shorts 
By Jeff Miller 

Corn fertilization  I  hope you read the last Farm Flash and did 
some soil sampling.   Check the pH and determine if it is adequate for 
the crop you intend to grow. If you planned to plant soybeans and your 
pH is much below 6.7 maybe consider corn instead. Look at the phos-
phorus and potassium recommendations. 

Look at what is recommended  for growing corn grain: 100-120 lbs of 
N, 10 lbs of P and no potassium. There is likelihood that you wont see a 
response to P so all you need is some nitrogen in the band for the pop-
up effect and enough N  to get you to when you are ready to sidedress 
N. That is usually 10-30lbs of N/ac in the band.  Side dress with 70-90 
lbs of N  at v4 stage. 
IF THIS IS YOUR RESULTS 



Your corn crop will get most of the nitrogen it needs from your 
decomposing grass with the exception of 10-30lbs of N through the 
planter. You will also note that there is a need for P and K. Phosphorus is 
needed early in the development of the plant and gets tied up quickly in 
the soil so putting some or all of the P you need in the band at planting 
is a good idea. If this field is to receive manure put 10-20lbs of P in the 
band and make up the rest with manure…. Potassium need can be met 
entirely by manure application.  If manure isn’t available then apply 200 
lbs of a 10-20-10/ac fertilizer through your planter. 
These are just 2 examples of how you can target the amount and type of 
nutrients you need by taking a soil sample  and applying only what the 
crop needs. 
Pre-plant termination of winter cereal cover crops 
Glyphosate is the most effective burndow n herbicide for 
winter cereals such as wheat, triticale and cereal rye. Under optimal 
conditions for application, a 0.75 - 1.0 lb ae/ac rate with appropriate 
adjuvants (surfactant + AMS) should provide good control. Optimal 
conditions for termination include several sunny and warm days (> 
55°F) where night temperatures exceed 40°F. Avoiding common 
tank mix antagonism issues will be critical if attempting to reduce 
glyphosate rates when terminating cereal rye stands. Common 
antagonism issues include tank-mixing glyphosate with liquid N 
fertilizer (i.e., 28 or 32% UAN) or clay-based herbicide formulations 
(WG, DF, DG, F), which include atrazine and metribuzin. 
Glufosinate (L iberty) and grass herbicides (Group 1), such as 
clethodim (Select) or quizalifop (Assure), are unlikely to be effective 
burndown alternatives to glyphosate for control of w inter 
cereals, particularly when applied during periods of colder 
temperatures in the spring. 
Paraquat-based burndown programs can be used as an alternative 
for termination of winter cereals but may be less consistent across 
plant growth stages. Tank-mixing paraquat with a triazine 
herbicide (atrazine, metribuzin) will improve burndown activity for 
winter cereals and we strongly recommend their inclusion in this 
scenario. Using a high carrier volume (20 gpa) and flat fan nozzle 
tips will also be critical for achieving adequate coverage, particularly 
in thick cover crop stands.  

Corn weed control 



There are 4 good choices of preemergence herbicides for broad 
spectrum annual broadleaf weed control in corn: atrazine or princep 
which are group 5 (photsynthetic inhibitor) herbicides, callisto which 
is a group 27 (bleacher) and Sharpen which is a group 14 (cell 
membrane disruptor). Switching between these 3 modes of action 
from year to year in a consecutive corn production can help reduce 
the build up of weed resistance. 

There are 5 good choices of preemergence herbicides for broad 
spectrum control of annual grasses Dual, Harness and Outlook 
which are Group 15  (shoot inhibitors), princep which is a group 5 
(photosynthetic inhibitor) or prowl which is a group 3 (root inhibi-
tor). All of these products are effective if applied before these grass 
weeds emerge. You have to be careful with prowl, it is best to wait 
to see corn spikes before applying it to prevent plant population 
losses. Dual, and Outlook  will also control yellow nutsedge. 
Protecting the tools (herbicides) that we have 
History of new herbicide releases 
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The crop shots charts are in color on our website: 
www.cceoneida.com/agriculture/newsletters 

You will note that the discovery of new modes of action of herbicides has 
slowed to a crawl since 1990. Bayer plans on releasing a new mode of 
action by 2030 but that will be the second in approximately 30 years. 
This points to the importance of safe- guarding the effectiveness of our 
current tools by employing an integrated approach to weed 
management. 
As mentioned above rotating modes of action can help reduce the 
number of weeds that are selected for resistance by continuous use of a 
single mode of action. Combining more then one mode of action in an 
application also can reduce selection of resistant weeds. 
Using best management practices like timely planting, optimal 
populations, targeted fertilizer applications that favor our crops versus 
associated weeds positively impacts crop yield and quality while helping 
in weed management. 
Cover crops can out compete weeds reducing both the number and size 
of weeds while providing additional services like increasing organic 
matter and infiltration, providing a food source for the biology in the soil 
and preventing erosion. 
No-till has both positive and negative impacts on weed management. 
Successful control of annual weeds without tillage can reduce the viable 
weed seeds  in your fields creating a stale seed bed. Unfortunately 
perennial and biennial weeds have more opportunities to develop in 
fields without tillage. 
New technologies are being developed and commercialized for 
agricultural weed management. Mills can be purchased and attached to 
combines crushing weed seeds in the chaff before they are returned to 
the field. Scientists have found that a specific spectrum of light can also 
be used to eliminate the viability of some weed seeds and are working 
on ways to commercialize this process.  Vehicles have been developed 
with equipment to identify weeds and use directed application of 
herbicides or lasers to kill those individual weeds as the vehicle passes 
through the field. 
Combining a few of these methods will help growers to slow down 
herbicide resistant weed build up on their farms. 
Monitoring early season pests in corn and soybeans  
CCE will be setting up traps in Waterville and New Hartford to monitor  
black cutworm and armyworm flights this spring. We will report weekly 
catches in our email crop newsletter. Monitoring moth numbers can give 
us an idea when to look for these pests and give growers a heads up 
before they have economic damage.  We will also be participating in a 
study of seed corn maggot activity in 3 local fields in Kirkland, Augusta 
and Marshall townships. We currently have 50 sites across NY where we 
will collect data on seed corn maggot incidence. This pest is usually 
more active in tilled fields where manure has been applied. Most 
growers are controlling damage with an insecticide (neonic) seed 
treatment. This group of insecticide seed treatments are slated to be 
banned by 2024. 



           Armyworm  
Black cutworm  

Flood tolerant soybean varieties 
Climatologists forecast that we are going to continue to see weather 
extremes which also means more flooding in crop fields. Derek Harrison 
and his team at the University of Arkansas developed greenhouse 
studies with CO2 delivered through hydroponic systems to test soybean 
varieties for their flood tolerance and found that the system was 
accurate and efficient at evaluating soybean varieties for their tolerance 
to flooded conditions. He and his group plan to expand their screening of 
soybean varieties for this trait. 
Planting soybeans early  
Local growers have found rewards in planting early group beans early in 
the season. Planting shorter season beans early gives them more time 
to grow vegetatively, putting on more nodes which equals more flowers. 
Early planting will also help them to close rows before the summer 
solstice providing efficient solar capture and photosynthesis. Planting 
early maturity beans early has helped them to achieve the yield level of 
longer season beans  with an earlier harvest. 
Get out of the tractor and check your work 
Most farmers do a good job of checking over their planter in the shop 
prior to planting season. Unfortunately, the pressures of planting your 
crop with your time constraints and weather windows takes over and its 
butt in the seat and get it done. Ken Ferrie has said that time out of the 
tractor seat is invaluable. Stopping for a couple of minutes in each field 
to check the action of your row cleaners, the levelness of your planter, 
alignment and sway in individual row units, check down pressure, 
digging out a few seeds to evaluate spacing and depth  can help you to 
make some adjustments  to  ensure that your corn emerges 
simultaneously at the right spacing. 
Focusing on hay quality 
Each year  you get another chance  to put up high quality hay forage for 
your herd.  The first cut of hay is a critical harvest. Nearly half the hay 
on your land is harvested in that first cut putting greater weight on 
trying to harvest all that forage at peak quality for your livestock.  
Goal NDF for grasses is 48-55, which means that these grass 
fields should be harvested when alfalfa in a neighboring field is 14” tall.  
Goal NDF for clear alfalfa fields is 39-43, which means that these 
fields should be harvested when the tallest alfalfa plants are 28- 32” tall. 
Mixed alfalfa grass stands ideal NDF are between these two and 
vary depending on the percent of grass in the stand. Jerry 
Cherney, Forage specialist at Cornell and field staff all around the state 
participated in 2 years of field sampling to develop a chart to help you 
use two factors: alfalfa height and % grass in your stand to identify the 
ideal time to harvest your individual fields. That information is contained 
in the chart on the next page> 



We need your help!   
We are trying to update our database to better serve you,  

Please email Linda Wightman LW343@cornell.edu  
with your information…..name, address, phone.  

Thank YOU! 

We all know how important digestibility is to the performance of dairy 
cows  and protein prices of purchased feed are high this year so fine 
tuning hay harvest timing  a little can pay bigger dividends this year.  
CCE will be sampling 5 local hay fields on a weekly basis and reporting 
NDF, CP and NEL along with alfalfa height at each location each week so 
that you can follow the progress. This information is emailed Thursday 
each week. If you don’t currently receive this information, you can email 
me at jjm14@cornell.edu and I will email you our weekly crop report. 
I am looking for growers to measure alfalfa height in one field each 
Monday until first harvest and share that information with me and I will 
add that to a table in the crop report, so we have more information for 
you to review, hopefully with a location near you. You can call and leave 
it as a voicemail at 315-736-3394 x 120. 

Wide swathing is mowing hay 
and leaving a windrow that is at 
least 85% of the width of the 
cutter bar. So for a 9’ cutter bar 
you would leave at least a  7.5’ 
wide wind row. If you can’t do 
that, then tedding 2 hours after 
mowing to spread out the wind 
row is another way to develop a 
wide swath. 
If you have conditioner rollers adjust them so they are wide open and 
are not crimping the stems of your alfalfa. The initial loss of moisture is 
much quicker if the plants are left un-crimped.  
It has been proven that creating a thin layer of hay laid out in a wide 
swath exposes more of the forage to the drying action of the sun and 
wind increasing the rate of drying. 

Wide Swathing hay for hay crop silage harvest 

mailto:jjm14@cornell.edu


You can see from the chart that hay mowed in the morning will be at a 
harvest moisture suitable for ensiling by the afternoon.  Only mow the 
number of acres that you will be able to chop and put in storage 
in the afternoon. 
When we have weather patterns that include very few harvest windows 
with two consecutive days or more without rain this technique may 
mean the difference between being able to harvest or not. 
Tom Kilcer and Jerry Cherney have done research that indicates that this 
method of harvest  reduces the loss of sugars and the amount of bound 
proteins, increasing the quality of the hay crop silage and its capability 
to support greater milk production per ton of  silage. 
Raising your mower height  
Has your nutritionist ever commented on clostridia levels or ash content 
in your hay crop silage? If yes, then there is a good chance your mowing 
height is too low. I know your trying to get the most tons per acre. Two 
points: what is the quality of the lower stems of that extra inch or two  
you are harvesting. Do you think your stand would recover more quickly 
if you left some leaf area on those plants?  The minimum height of 
harvest for legumes like clover and alfalfa is 2 inches, if you are 
harvesting at that height, I guarantee that your ash content is at least 8 
if not 10 because you are sucking up some soil with that forage. Unlike 
legumes, grasses store their reserves for regrowth in the lower stem and 
you should be adjusting your mower height to 4” to maximize regrowth. 
Cover crops control insect pests better then  insecticides  
 A 3- year research project conducted by John Tooker at Penn State 
evaluated pest control with insecticide seed treatment,  no insecticide 
seed treatment with cover crop prior to the row crop and row crop 
without seed treatment or cover crop. The analysis of the results showed 
that  pest numbers were lower under cover crops when compared with  
insecticide seed treatment. The reason: the cover crop provided an 
environment that supported predatory insects that controlled common 
insect pests in the row crop. 



Optimizing the effectiveness of glyphosate  
Source Iowa State 
First understand that glyphosate products have different amounts of  
acid equivalent which will determine the rate of product to apply. 
When making comparisons across glyphosate formulations, we always 
want to compare them based on the amount of acid equivalent rather 
than active ingredient. An example of the ingredient statement 
on a glyphosate product’s label shows where you can find this infor-

(above) Comparison of composition of several glyphosate products. 
Even if you are using the same glyphosate product as in prior years, it 
is worth evaluating whether your rate is appropriate for the weeds 
found in your fields. This may mean a slight reduction in rate for 
postemergence glyphosate applications or perhaps an increase if you’re 
managing particularly stubborn weeds like some perennials. 

Remember to adjust rates by the size and type of weeds  



 Check your water source pH. Add the adjuvants recommended on the label. 
Use the recommended rate of NIS surfactant and AMS  

 Coverage is important- apply in the recommended gallons/ac rate 

 Avoid applying glyphosate during times of plant stress: drought, ponded, 
after mowing, etc 

 Make application during daylight hours / allow at least 3 hours of daylight 
after application 

 Allow a minimum of 3 hours  before rain for rain-fastness 
 
Compaction 
What are the main factors that cause compaction: 

 Soil moisture content 

 Tillage 

 Load weight per unit area 
Soils are most vulnerable to soil compaction when they are wet. They are most 
plastic (moldable) when they are at field capacity. Field capacity occurs when all 
the voids of the soil are filled with water. When heavy equipment run over these 
wet soils that are plastic they compress easily reducing and/or removing most of 
the voids in the soil. Plant roots take in oxygen and give off carbon dioxide. 
Compaction can significantly reduce this air exchange significantly impacting 
yield. Subsoil compaction can limit root penetration reducing overall root 
development and yield. 
Tillage breaks up the structure within the soil and leaves the soil more vulnerable 
to compaction from farm equipment doing field work after tillage. The more 
tillage disturbance the greater the vulnerability for compaction. 
In general, a goal should be to have loads no more then 10 tons per axle. If you 
ever have access to pad scales try weighing out each tire on your tractor and 
manure spreader, sprayer, combine, grain cart, harvest trucks and wagons. You 
will probably be surprised by the results and can make some changes to reduce 
compaction by this equipment. After you limit axle load weights of tractors and 
implements that traverse your fields you can review tire options. 

 radial tires often operate at lower pressures to provide better traction and 
reduce soil compaction. 

 Size matters- wider tires are able to spread the load over a larger surface 
area 

 Some tires are better then others in reducing compaction… IF and VF tires 
have more flexion in the side wall allowing operation at a larger range of 
inflation and more surface area in contact with the soil at lower inflation 

 Read the inflation tables provided by the tire manufacturer and inflate tires 
according to load in your fields 

 Many farm vehicles are used in fields and on roads several times within the 
same day. Having the tire pressure at the optimal (low inflation) level while 
doing field work reduces compaction. Increasing the air pressure to the 
optimal (higher pressure) for road travel reduces tire heating and excessive 
wear. 

 New systems are available to adjust tire pressure on the go  through central 
tire inflation systems. Two companies that sell these systems are   Precision 
Inflation LLC, West Des Moines, Iowa-based  and Spicer Central Tire Inflation 
System. Farmers that have bought these systems  identify which equipment 
are in and out of farm fields the most on their farms. Dairy farms may select 
to use this technology on manure spreaders first. Grain farms may identify 
sprayers for their first investment in this technology. 

 Common sense tells us to keep harvest transport vehicles out of the field 
when possible. In addition establishing specific traffic lanes in fields can 
significantly reduce the areas within  fields that become compacted reducing 
crop yields. 



Farm Credit East, ACA 
Your First Choice For Financial Solutions 
  

   Farm Loans           Crop Insurance 

   Agribusiness Loans   Credit Life Insurance 

   Leasing           Payroll Services 

   Appraisal Services      Business Planning  

   Tax Services           Estate Planning 

   Financial Records       Profit Improvement 
 

7397 State Hwy 80, Cooperstown, NY  13326 
(800) 762-3276  FAX (607) 282-3005 

www.farmcrediteast.com 

 CAROLINA EASTERN-VAIL, INC. 

Fertilizer · Crop Protection 
Seed · Custom Application 

  

Tom Hartnett, CCA 
Certified Crop Advisor 

  
(315) 841-3201 · (888) 991-9292 

FAX · (315) 841-4339 
8341 St Rt.20 · Oriskany Falls, NY 13425 

 

 

31 Meadow Street—PO Box 262 
Clinton, NY  13323 

 

315-853-6151 
www.clintontractor.net 

PO Box 65            Office: 315.841.8886  
7610 State Route 20               800.852.5003 
Sangerfield, NY 13455        Fax: 315.841.4405 

Sangerfield@growmarkfs.com 

 
Fertilizer, Lime, Seed, Agronomy 
Satisfying Customers, Profitably 

Warner Sales & Service, Inc. 
 
6470 Greenway New London Rd. 
Rome, NY  13440 
315.336.0311 
Email: sales@warners.com 

SALES—Service— Rentals 

H.P Farmer’s Co-op Inc. 
more than a farm store 

Milk Marketing Since 1936 
 

Full Service Farm Supply Store 
 

Nutrena, Blue Seal & Paulin Feeds, Bale 
Wrap, Twine, Fencing Supplies, Cedar 

Fence Posts, Red Wing & Dry Shod Boots 
and More! 

9560 Depot Street, Holland Patent, NY 
315-865-5281 

 Mark Smith              PO Box 1018 
Smith Ag Service    Morrisville, NY 13408 
 

315-447-7579 (Mobile) 
Email: mark@smithagservice.com 



GARY F. NIEDZIELSKI 
Agent 
239 Academy Street 
Boonville, NY 13309-1329 
 
PH:  800.735.3276 
Fax: 315.942.3178 
Email:  gary.niedzielski@american-national.com 

Sales Agent for Browns Feed  
- BULK - BAG 

Home of: 

Quickcow 

Booster 

Quickcow Caps 

Custom Minerals 

Milk 

Replacers 

Minerals 

“Let the Performance Begin” 
Call Andy Mower Owner/

President 
315-734-1705 

Serving The Dairy Industry for   
over 35 years 

Performance 
PREMIXES 

PERFORMANCE 

PREMIXES 

Sales Agent for  
Pioneer Hi-Bred 

Oneida & Herkimer Co. 

LOUIS J. GALE & SON, INC. 
7889 Canning Factory Road 

Waterville, NY  13480 
315-841-8411 or 315-841-8410 

Retail:  FEED—GRAIN—SEED 
Custom Mixing & Grinding 

Hi Mag Lime, Pesticides 
Grow Right Fertilizer 
Soy Bean Roasting 

Corn Drying 

Representing American National Life Insurance Company of NY.       
Farm Family Casualty Insurance Company. United Farm Family  
Insurance Company. Glenmont, New York 85830.V3.08.2016 

 

Robert Pawlowski 
Zennyll Farms 
Channel Seedsman 
 
6747 Stoltz Rd. 
Verona, NY  13478 

315-335-2210 cell 
 
www.channel.com 

bob.pawlowski@channelseedsman.com 

                  AMERICAN NATIONAL® 

 Andy Dugan, PAS 
General Manager 
Adugan@GoldStarFeed.com 
 
315-841-8282 Office 
515-525-7711 Cell 
 
Gold Star Feed & Grain, LLC 
7593 State Hwy 20 
PO Box 127 
Sangerfield, NY  13455 

  

David Curtin 
 

Call: 315.793.7169 
Fax: 315.793.7265 

Email:   
info@empire-custom.com 

Organic/Grass Fed Certified 
CUSTOM /Wholesale/Retail 

Bridgewater, NY 

Member FDIC 
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