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Sign Up for Friday E-News

Make sure you are signed up for  
our Friday e-news which  

includes upcoming 4-H events,  
program changes and FYIs.  

To many, 33 years is a lifetime…..I cannot believe I have had the 
privilege of leading the 4-H program in Columbia County and 

then Columbia and Greene Counties for all those years!  

And now, as I contemplate, “every morning being Saturday 
morning”, as my husband says it will be, it is somewhat bitter-

sweet.

I have had such a successful and fulfilling career only because 
of all the individuals I have met and worked with along the way.

Thank you to every single individual who has and is volunteer-
ing to help the 4-H program in some way.  You are 4-H club 

leaders, 4-H project leaders, 4-H club helpers.  You are youth 
teachers, evaluators, coaches, fundraisers, and advisors. I have 
always said that the few staff we have could never do what this 

program does without our hundreds of volunteers.

Thank you to the youth and parents – who trust us to do the 
best for the children in our programs.  Your willingness to jump 
onboard and try out new things, to step up when we need you 

and to support us when the call goes out is just amazing.

Thank you to my colleagues – both in house and throughout 
the state and nation.  I have learned so much from you – both 
programmatically and personally. The kind of camaraderie and 

support we share with each other is irreplaceable. 

Thank you to our community – we have so many partners 
and collaborators:  businesses and organizations that 

support 4-H financially, that provide us space, and whose 
staff are our advisory committee and work group mem-

bers.  I also thank youth organizations that work with us to 
provide wonderful experiences to our local youth.  That is 

the best way for us to support each other.

While this is going to be a big change in my life, I think I 
am ready for it.  I am ready to be able to garden leisurely 
– not only at 6:00 am before work.  I am ready to become 

a better soap-maker and to learn how to make cheese 
(just purchased a used wine fridge to trick out to become 
my cheese cave).  I look forward to having an easier time 
scheduling visits to family and friends living throughout 
the country.  I look forward to sitting on my porch and 

enjoying wonderful memories!

Thank you all – I will miss you but will always have 
you in my heart.  Linda

Offering a Fond Farewell!!
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Who We Are:

Cornell Cooperative Extension is a unique 
educational network linking Columbia 

County and Greene County with resources 
from Cornell University, the USDA and the 

national land grant university system.

“4-H empowers youth to reach their 
full potential, working and learning in 

partnership with caring adults.”

This mission is realized via traditional 4-H 
Clubs; educational programs for libraries, 

schools and community agencies; and 
classes at the Extension Education Center 
in Hudson and the Agroforestry Resource 

Center in Acra.

Youth Connection is published ten times 
a year by the 4-H Youth Development 

staff of Cornell Cooperative Extension of 
Columbia and Greene Counties as part of our 

informal educational programs for youth.  
No one shall be denied the opportunity to 

participate or receive information based on 
their ability to pay.  If you have special needs 

we can accommodate, contact us at (518) 
828-3346 or columbiagreene@cornell.edu. 

“Like” us on Facebook:   
Cornell Cooperative Extension of  
Columbia and Greene Counties.

The information in this publication is 
provided for educational purposes only. Any 

and all advertisements and references to 
businesses, producers, products, services or 
trade names is made with the understanding 

that no endorsement or discrimination is 
implied or expressed by Cornell Cooperative 

Extension.

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer 
and educator recognized for valuing AA/

EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with 
Disabilities and provides equal program and 

employment opportunities 

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT STAFF
 

You can reach staff at the main office number in Hudson at 518-828-3346 (extensions 
listed below) or use their direct line

Linda K. Tripp, 4-H Issue Leader
4-H club and volunteer management; community youth programming; citizenship

lke2@cornell.edu/x210/direct line: 518-318-1193

Abby Langdon, 4-H Program Manager 
4-H program oversight; grants and contracts; 4-H clubs and volunteers;  

agriculture awareness; animal science
al2294/x21/direct line: 518-318-1189 

Anna Harrod-McGrew, 4-H Extension Educator 
Garden-based learning; environmental awareness;  

4-H public presentations; New York State Fair
ash252@cornell.edu/518-828-3346 x202/direct line: 518-318-1180

Rebecca Polmateer, Team Leader, Family and Consumer Sciences  
Healthy living; Urban 4-H

rp328@cornell.edu/x117/direct line: 518-318-1143

Emily Warrington, Administrative Assistant
4-H information and program registration

ew387@cornell.edu/x209/direct line: 518-318-1210

4-H Program Content 

1. Citizenship & Civic Education      

2. Communication & Exp. Arts 

3. Family & Consumer Science 

4. Environmental Education 

5. Healthy Lifestyles Education   

6. Personal Dev. & Leadership 

7.  Plants & Animals

8. Science & Technology 
 

Cultural education & community service,  
respecting the rights of  others

Public speaking, performing arts, arts & 
crafts, photography

Clothing, home environment, child care & 
consumer education

Wildlife, habitats, outdoor recreation & 
stewardship

Cooking & nutrition, fitness safety, wellness

Building self-esteem and competence, team 
work, social and leadership skills, managing 
conflict, workplace skills

Indoor and outdoor gardening, care & 
training of pets and other animals

Exploring plant, animal, marine, food, 
chemical and physical sciences; wood 
working, rocketry, electricity
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Local Fairs Set to Open!

The first of the three local fairs is the Greene County Youth 
Fair which is currently being planned to open on July 22-25. 
The annual 4-H Fashion Show and 4-H Public Presentation 
Showcase are also scheduled Saturday, July 24. We hope 
we see some familiar and new faces this year.  If you are 
planning to participate in one or both of the 4-H events, 
don’t forget to complete the entry form and return it to 
our office by July 15! 

The Columbia County Fair is also in the planning stages to 
open as scheduled with most 4-H programs happening as 
well. The dates are set for September 1–6 with non-ani-
mal project judging planned for August 31.  A schedule of 
events will be compiled and sent to families to view short-
ly.  We are looking forward to a great fair year!

The Altamont Fair is also set to run August 17-22.  Most 
4-H programs are scheduled and open to all Greene Coun-
ty 4-H members. We are hoping this summer will bring out 
many 4-H’ers and their projects as they missed out on last 
year’s fairs. 

The NYS Fair is happening with limited capacity. Unfortu-
nately, there will be no 4-H programing or participation 
this year.  This decision was made by State 4-H leaders who 
feel there are still too many COVID risks for 4-H’ers and 
families. 

____________________________

Where Can Columbia and Greene Counties’ 4-H 
Members Exhibit?

 
Because of NYS Ag and Market rules, as well as the prefer-
ence of the Fair Board from each fair, 4-H members can 
exhibit in the 4-H Division of each of the following fairs:
 
* 4-H’ers who are members of a 4-H Club in Greene Coun-
ty may exhibit at the Altamont Fair
* 4-H’ers who are members of a 4-H Club in Columbia 
County may exhibit at the Columbia County Fair
 
The Greene County Youth Fair is a community fair that 
does not have any part of it organized by Cornell Cooper-
ative Extension or 4-H.  It is run exclusively by a volunteer 
board.  CCE will have educational displays available.  4-H is 
also sponsoring three events that are open to all Greene 
County youth – those who live in Greene County, go to 

school in Greene County, or belong to a club (4-H, Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts, FFA) in Greene County.
 
4-H members from Columbia County are encouraged 
to support the 4-H Ice Cream Stand and participate in 
the Public Presentation Showcase and/or the Fashion 
Revue.

______________________________

4-H Project Enrollment Deadlines in June to 
Exhibit at Altamont Fair, Columbia County 

Fair
 

4-H members must be on record as enrolled in their 
specific projects by Saturday, June 1 if they intend 
to exhibit from these projects in the 4-H division at 
the Altamont Fair (Greene County 4-H members) and 
Saturday, June 15 to exhibit at the Columbia County 
Fair (Columbia County 4-H members).  Contact Emily 
Warrington at 518-318-1210 or ew387@cornell.edu 
with questions.

 
_______________________________ 

 Project Animal Identification Forms Due in 
June 

 
All 4-H project animals to be shown in the 4-H Division 
of the Altamont Fair and Columbia County Fair must 
have 4-H Project Animal Identification Forms on file 
with CCE.  These forms are needed for both owned 
and borrowed project animals. We need to know 
approximately how many animals to plan on for the 
fair shows as well as ensure members have the oppor-
tunity to work with their project animals for (mini-
mally) June, July and August.  Youth should register all 
animals they are working with in their projects. This 
allows for flexibility if one animal should be sick or 
unable to show at the fair. 
 
Club leaders have this form.  It can be photocopied, is 
available on the CCE website, can be mailed to mem-
bers, and is linked on our Friday email updates.  4-H 
members need to complete a separate form for each 
species.  Please note the deadlines are dependent on 
the species and conform to the NYS Fair Enrollment 
deadlines:
Saturday, June 1 – Altamont Fair 
Saturday, June 15 – Columbia County Fair 
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NOTE: Not all breeds of listed animal species have a 4-H 
class to be entered in at local fairs, thus, all project ani-
mals may not be able to be shown at the fair.  Please con-
tact Abby Langdon at 518-828-23346 x211 or al2294@
cornell.edu if you have any questions.  *Please be sure 
all birth dates are accurate and that tattoos, ear tags or 
other ID information is legible and match the project 
animal listed.

 

Borrowed Animal Identification: 
A Two-Step Process

 
If your club is working with borrowed animals, there are 
two forms to be filled out: one for the club leader and/or 
person who is loaning the animals and one for the club 
member who is borrowing the animal (the Project Animal 
Identification Form described above). 
 
Step One:  Club Paperwork (due June 1 for Altamont Fair 
and June 15 for Columbia County Fair) 

The person who is loaning out animals to the club fills 
out the Club Borrowed Animal Identification Form.  This 
form was sent to club leaders and is available on the CCE 
website. On the front side of the page, the person lists all 
of the animals and their identification information.  On 
the back of the page, the person then lists all of the club 
members who have been helping with these animals and 
may end up showing them at the Fair.
 
Step Two: Member Paperwork (due June 1 for Altamont 
Fair and June 15 for Columbia County Fair) 

For each species of animal borrowed, a club member 
must fill out an Animal Project Identification form (as de-
scribed above). Ideally, the member knows which animal 
they are borrowing at this point and fills out the form 
with all of the identifying information.  
 

However, the 4-H staff realizes that in some cases 
leaders will not be sure at this point in time who will 
be showing what animal.  In that case, the member still 
needs to fill out the form.  Under animal name, have the 
member write a generic description such as "Jersey calf 
borrowed from (club leader name)."  Before the fair, the 
leader must assign individual project animals to each 
member.  Project animals cannot be shared.
 

___________________________________

 4-H Fashion Revue, Sunday, June 6
 

We are thrilled that 25 4-H members are registered for 
4-H Fashion Revue!  Evaluations will be done via photos 
before the in-person show. 

The 4-H Fashion Show is set to take place at the Green-
port Town Park on June 6.  We expect the show to be-
gin at 11:30 am. Families are encouraged to bring picnic 
lunches and outdoor games to enjoy after the show.  
We will bring along a “make your own sundae bar” to 
cap off the event.  Each 4-H participants will receive a 
special certificate and their evaluation form.

Family Fishing Day, Sunday, June 27

Interested in fishing or learning more about what fish 
live in the Catskills and Hudson Valley watersheds? Join 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene 
Counties on Sunday, June 27 for our Family Fishing Day 
being held at the Siuslaw Model Forest in Acra, NY.  

Learn from local experts about different styles of fish-
ing and types of fish and aquatic wildlife found in our 
waterways. Fishing equipment and instruction will be 
provided so the whole family can practice their cast!
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June 26-27 is a DEC “free fishing” weekend, meaning 
anyone can try fishing without having to purchase a 
license.  This program is free and open to the public 
from 10:00 am-1:00 pm.  Ages 5+ welcome.  Each 
child must have an adult working with them--one 
adult per child. 
This program is being made possible due to a gen-
erous donation from Emily White & Walter Klores in 
memory of Michael M. McCrary, former CCE board 
member and Siuslaw Model Forest Volunteer

To register, go to https://ccecolumbiagreene.ma-
haplatform.com/events/family-fishing-day.  Contact 
Anna Harrod-McGrew (518-318-1180 or ash252@
cornell.edu) with any questions.  This event is limited 
to 12 child/teen participants (this does not include 
adults). 

Safe Sitter Program for Adolescents,  
Tuesday, June 29

Who:  For youth ages 11-14 
Date:  Tuesday, June 29
Time:  8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Location:  Extension Education Center, Hudson 
Cost:  $60.00 Prepayment required
Registration Deadline:  June 22
To register:  Register online and pay by credit card at 
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/SafeSitterJune2021_210 
or send a check payable to CCE (or drop off cash) to 
the Extension Education Center, 479 Rt. 66, Hudson, 
NY 12534.   Include the name, address, phone num-
ber and age of the participant.  

The Safe Sitter Program gives adolescents the skills 
to provide safe, nurturing care for children and to 
respond appropriately to medical emergencies.  It 
also teaches introductory employment skills and 
important life skills. 

Topics that are covered include Babysitting as a Busi-
ness, Success on the Job, Child Care Essentials, Safety 
for the Sitter, Injury Management, Preventing Problem 
Behavior, Care of Choking Infant and Care of Choking 
Child.   Participants will also have hands-on mannequin 
practice of rescue skills and participate in small group 
interactive learning, role-playing and games to enhance 
the discussion topics.

Those wishing to participate should register early as 
there are limited spots.  When the fee is received, a 
registration form and student contract will be sent to 
the participant to complete and bring to the session.  
The fee is all inclusive but the participants should bring 
a bag lunch and snacks.  Contact Emily at 518-318-1210 
or ew387@cornell.edu with questions.

___________________________

4-H Floristry Workshop, Wednesday, July 7

Interested in sharpening your indoor gardening skills 
before the Greene County Youth Fair?  Looking to add 
floral projects to your 4-H Green Book?  Friends of 
Clermont is pleased to announce a partnership with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Columbia and Greene 
Counties to offer a FREE, in-person Floristry Workshop 
to interested 4-H members on July 7 from 6:00 pm-
7:30 pm.  Join floral designers Kristen Jones and Julia 
Zamboni of Roots and Stems as they bring Clermont’s 
Harvesting History program to the CCE Agroforestry 
Resource Center in Acra. 

They will share tips and tricks of the trade and show 
how to design attractive and successful flowering 
potted plant arrangements, as well as fresh cut flower 
arrangements, using locally grown flowers.  Atten-
dance will be limited to 15 participants to aid in social 
distancing; face masks are required. To register go to: 
https://ccecolumbiagreene.mahaplatform.com/events/
floristry-workshop.  To learn more, visit https://www.
friendsofclermont.org/harvesting-history and www.
rootsandstemsny.com.

Contact Anna Harrod-McGrew (518-318-1180 or 
ash252@cornell.edu) with any questions. 
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PS 21 in Chatham has Opportunities

Pan: July 14, 15 & 16

Pan is a collaborative opera by Claire Chase and Doug 
Fitch.  The opera tells the story of the greek god Pan 
and participants will join Claire on stage and evoke 
Pan's spirit by playing tuned wine glasses, ocarinas, 
bamboo chimes, percussion and more! 

It is truly a unique performance opportunity for those 
interested in music and theater to appear on stage with 
a luminary in the field. The rehearsal dates are July 14-
16 with a final performance on the 16. They are looking 
for ages 8+ through adults from the community (are 
not looking for professionals or anything close – this is 
a community-casted event).  There are no tryouts – you 
do not need musical or acting experience.  What a great 
way to try out your artistic expression!!

 
Movement Without Borders is a summer long move-
ment workshop series that takes place in PS21's Dance 
Barn and in the Pavilion Theater.  Movement Without 
Borders consists of weekly Yoga, Pilates, and Ballet 
classes open to all with no prior experience necessary! 

Great for all ages and for families. In addition to the 
weekly classes, the legendary Paul Taylor Dance Compa-
ny will be offering dance and movement classes during 
their residency here in June and July. 

More info and tickets are available on our website: 
https://ps21chatham.org/movement-without-bor-
ders-2021/

• Yoga with Sondra Loring - Wednesdays, May 19 – 
September 15, Noon

• Pilates with Peggy Wallin-Hart -Thursdays, May 13 – 
September 9, 5:30 pm 

• Ballet with Adam Weinert - Saturdays, May 15 – 
September 11, 11:00 am

For more information, contact Kelly Mackerer at  
518-392-6121.    

Interested in a ZOOM Meeting?  We Can 
Help!

 
Through Cornell Cooperative Extension, we can set-
up a ZOOM meeting for any of our 4-H clubs – just 
contact us.  Both Anna and Linda are available to set 
the meeting up and can run the virtual part as a co-
host. This allows you to have a meeting that could go 
longer than the "45-minute free" version of ZOOM. 
Please reach out – Linda is 518-318-1193 or Lke2@
cornell.edu and Anna is 518-318-1180 or ash252@
cornell.edu.  We can accommodate any kind of meet-
ing, just to check in or for longer….it doesn’t matter.

__________________________

4-H Clubs – Reach Out for Club and  
Project Meeting Space

Please keep in mind that groups of up to 15 may 
meet in either of our CCE offices – Acra or Hudson. 
There is no cost and if the space is available, we will 
sign it out and make sure you know how to get the 
key.  You can meet daytime or evening – week days 
or weekends. Just remember to follow our CCE 4-H 
COVID-19 Safety Protocols of wearing a mask, social 
distancing and having every person in attendance 
sign-in. Please get those lists to Linda ASAP after 
your meeting. Contact Linda Tripp at 518-318-1193 or 
Lke2@cornell.edu for more info.

_____________________________

Funds Available to All 4-H Clubs
 
Fundraising moneys are used for this great opportu-
nity.  Up to five $50 grants will be given to 4-H clubs 
planning to complete a community service project 
in the 2020-2021 4-H club year (starts October 1).  
Clubs awarded this grant are expected to provide a 
report of the project at its conclusion for the Youth 
Connection and local newspapers. They will also 
need to create a display for a community event such 
as their local fair.  

The application is available at http://ccecolumbia-
greene.org/resources/4-h-club-community-ser-
vice-project-mini-grant-application or contact Emily 
at 518-318-1210 or ew387@cornell.edu.
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Plant to Plate Challenge! 

Join the new Plant to Plate Challenge!  If you have been meaning to start your garden, this challenge offers the perfect 
opportunity.  Choose a recipe and grow at least two ingredients in containers or small garden space (no more than 9 
sq ft). Document the process and enjoy your homegrown nutritious meal!  Complete the registration form found in 
this newsletter and submit it to Anna Harrod-McGrew by June 1st to receive a Stewarts Ice Cream gift card and several 
packets of seeds to get your garden started. Feel free to get creative with this challenge! You can start your plants from 
seed, purchase seedlings, or care for plants in an existing garden. Deadline to register is June 1st. 
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Sky Farm Equestrian 4-H Club

2021 to date:

- Katelynn and Logan had dreams come true this 
year. They both became horse owners.

- A few members attend a long lining clinic at  
Friendship Farm in Claverack, NY.  Elle is featured 

with her horse Jazz.

- Amanda and Logan competed in an endurance race 
in Elkton, MD.  Amanda is featured with Peanut and 

some Easter flowers.

Honor Secretaries
 

NOTE: Every club should be represented here!  If your 
club is a “no show”, ask your club secretary to email or 

mail a short report to the CCE office EVERY MONTH!  

We need to receive your report by the first of each 
month.  Please email to Emily at ew387@cornell.edu.

 

 4-H Club Membership Policy

Any young person who meets the age eligibility 
requirements is eligible to enroll as a 4-H mem-

ber.  Any person in a legally-protected cl 
ass, including but not limited to, race,  
color, religion, gender, national origin,  

ancestry, marital status, familiar status,  
sexual orientation, or disability, may enroll as a 

4-H member.  
 

The New York State 4-H Club year runs from  
October 1 to September 30.

 
Youth who are five years of age, on or before  

January 1 of the current club year, may enroll as 
a 4-H Cloverbud member.

 
Youth who are eight years of age, on or before 

January 1 of the current club year, may enroll as 
a 4-H member.

 
Youth who turn nineteen years of age, on or  

before January 1 of the current club year, may 
not enroll as a 4-H member.   

 
Persons with an intellectual disability may  

participate fully in 4-H programs as long as their 
developmental age is determined to fall between 

five and nineteen years of age.

Chicken Waterers!

It’s getting warm and chickens are getting bigger!  4-H 
has brand new poultry water dispensers FOR FREE 
for any chickens/poultry in need.  We have dozens, 

so do not hesitate to call and claim some.  Keep your 
feathery friends healthy and hydrated on us!  Call 

the Hudson office to arrange a pick up or drop off or 
email Abby (al2294@cornell.edu).
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Thomas Newton 
Store Manager 

 

 

salemfarmsupply.com 
5109 State Route 22 

Salem, NY 12865 
Local: 518-854-7424 

Toll Free: 800-999-3276 

841 Route 9H 
Claverack, NY 12513 
Local: 518-828-1781 

Toll Free: 800-352-3621 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension
Columbia & Greene Counties
Extension Education Center

479 Route 66
Hudson, NY 12534-9706

CALENDAR
 

June 6 – Fashion Revue, Greenport Town Park pavilion

June 5, 12--National Safe Tractor Program Driving/Skills, Washington County Fairgrounds,  
Greenwich, NY

June 17, July 1--Career Ex (Virtual)

June 27--Family Fishing Day, Siuslaw Model Forest, Acra

June 29--Safe Sitter for Adolescents--Extension Education Center, Hudson

July 7--Floristry Workshop, Agroforestry Resource Center, Acra

Fair Save the Dates!

Greene County Youth Fair – July 22-25

Altamont Fair – August 17-22 

Columbia County Fair – September 1-6 


