
Risk Management Basics 
New York State 4-H has a thorough risk management program in place to help ensure that safety of 
youth and volunteers. Here are a few highlights for you to consider: 

 

• Insurance and Approved Activities:  
o Cornell Cooperative Extension using PW Wood as our insurance provider. They provide 

coverage in the unfortunate event of an accident, and have developed a list of approved 
and disapproved activities for 4-H clubs. Occasionally, certain events will need to be 
approved by PW Wood. If you every have a question about a potentially risky activity, 
please reach out to your 4-H educator. 

o 4-H leaders are not to sign any contracts for their 4-H Clubs.  These must be reviewed by 
our insurance company, then signed by either the CCE Executive Director or the Board 
President if approved. 

• Volunteer Background Checks:  
o Overview: We ask that our volunteers get background checks to ensure that safety of 

our youth. If you are a club leader, co-leader, or parent who is active in a 4-H club, you 
will need to submit a volunteer application which includes a background check and 
motor vehicle record form (in case you ever need to drive youth). We at CCE complete 
the background check – you just have to fill out the form. We keep all your personal 
information completely confidential and the only person who will ever see it is the 4-H 
educator and CCE Executive Director. Once the background check is complete, your file 
is kept locked in a secure location in our building.  

o Who needs background checks? If you are helping at a 4-H event more than one day 
per year or are ever interacting with youth one-on-one away from staff or enrolled 
volunteer supervision, then you need to have a background check. This means that all 
club leaders, co-leaders, and parents who are active in attending and assisting at club 
meetings all need background checks. Volunteers that don’t need background checks 
include anyone who is volunteers 1 day or less per year. Most public presentation, 
harvest food fest, and county fair judges. 

o Why is this important? We work with so many amazing volunteers who we trust to be 
positive role models for the youth in our program. This is another quality control check 
to ensure a safe and wholesome environment for our youth. And it is required by PW 
Wood, our insurance provider.  

• Accident Reports: If there is ever an injury or accident at a 4-H club meeting or event, an 
accident report will need to be filled out. This form is to document the cause and nature of the 
injury and can be submitted to insurance so that coverage can be procured if a youth does not 
have health insurance coverage of their own. 


