
Ontario County 4-H Popular Events Explanations 

The 4-H year runs from October 1st-September 30th each year. Below are some explanations of 
some popular annual events for county and state 4-H programs. There are additional 
opportunities available throughout the year, but they change up from year to year. The below 
are events that are held each year that you can look forward to and participate in. 

 

National 4-H week 

National 4-H week takes place each October and is a time to promote 4-H and recruit new 
members and volunteers. 4-H clubs are encouraged to participate through creating window 
displays, sharing information about 4-H on social media, participating in community service 
initiatives, etc.  

Paper clover campaign  

Each fall and spring, Tractor Supply Co. hosts a paper clover campaign where customers can 
donate a dollar to 4-H by purchasing a paper clover at checkout. 4-H’ers are encouraged to go 
as clubs to TSC during these times and hold bake sales, petting zoos, etc.  

Harvest Food Fest 

Harvest Food Fest is a food demonstration event where youth have to use one or more cups of 
local ingredients to create a food. There are different categories such as dessert, drink, main 
dish, side dish, etc. Youth create a meal plan, learn more about nutrition, receive feedback on 
their cooking technique from a volunteer evaluator, and get to taste each other’s creations. At 
the end, each receives a certificate and a recipe book with their recipe as well as those of their 
peers.  

CCE Annual Meeting 

4-H leaders and parents are invited to attend the CCE Annual Meeting each November for an 
update on CCE and celebrating the successes of the year. Outstanding 4-H’ers are occasionally 
asked to present at this meeting.  

Public Presentations 

One of 4-H hallmark events, public presentations take place each February. Youth prepare a 
presentation of their choice and are evaluated by a volunteer judge. Exceptional youth are 
selected to advance to the district event for further chances to advance their skills.  

Animal Quiz Bowls 

There are various quizzing competitions testing 4-H’ers knowledge of their animals. These 
contests include horse bowl, hippology, dairy bowl, dairy challenge, livestock skillathon (beef, 



lamb, goat, swine), livestock judging, poultry science, and avian bowl. Asks your 4-H educator 
for more information about these opportunities. Some take place at county fair, some at a 
regional event, and some at state fair.  

Camp Bristol Hills 

4-H Camp Bristol Hills is a 4-H summer camping experience. Both days camps and residential 
camps are available for a variety of ages. Older teens can be hired to serve as counselors for the 
summer! 

Ontario County 4-H Scholarship 

Every March, 4-H’ers who have been involved in 4-H for four or more years and who are 
planning to attend higher learning in the Fall are invited to apply for Ontario County 4-H 
Scholarship which is a $500 scholarship towards their college or other higher learning.  

STARR  

Statewide Teen Action Representative Retreat is a chance for 4-H’ers 13-19 to build friendships 
and leadership skills. Typically, this event takes place at the state fairgrounds in Syracuse 
around April and is an overnight event.  

Career Explorations 

This is multi-day experience for teens to go up to Cornell University and be exposed to various 
career paths.  

Capital Days 

This is a multi-day trip to Albany where 4-H teens represent 4-H to their local representatives 
and learn more about the New York State government. Teens are selected by the 4-H educator 
to attend this event.  

Animal Crackers 

This event takes place each May at Cornell University and is a chance for youth to explore more 
about an animal of interest to them. There are typically two animal species each year and youth 
can choose the track they want to explore. For example, one year may be dairy cows and 
horses, and then next year might be chickens and dogs.  

Tractor Safety  

Each spring, a tractor safety certification program is offered to youth ages 14-15 who want to 
work on a farm and run equipment. This is a once a week course that take place over 8 weeks.  

County Fair 



The Ontario County fair is the culminating 4-H experience where youth exhibit their projects, 
participate in animal shows, and enjoy other learning and team building activities.  

State Fair 

This is county fair at the next level. Outstanding exhibits from county fair are sent on to state 
fair, and youth can attend state fair either by showing their animal or volunteering to be a 
youth or teen leader in the youth building at state fair. There are also various knowledge 
contest and other opportunities.  

4-H Teen Council 

Our Ontario County 4-H Teen Council group meets monthly to participate in team building, 
community service, and 4-H leadership initiatives.  

4-H Cloverbud Activity Nights 

Each month during the school year, 4-H’ers ages 5-12 are invited to activity nights. Each month 
is a new topic and youth can explore many different areas that might interest them.  

Reenrollment 

Reenrollment for the next 4-H year starts each September.  

Achievement night 

Achievement night takes place in October and is a chance to recognize 4-H’ers for all their 
growth during the 4-H year. Youth can win awards such as bronze, silver, and gold certificates 
based on overall participation and achievement or Essential Elements awards for growth in a 
certain area. Award nominations can be made by parents, leaders, or educators.  


