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#Orleans County teens Pam

West, Chip Walton, David

Culver and John Pawlik repre-
sent the county at a statewide

Orleans History

4-H training and recognition X Sixty Yedrs Ago
program held at Cornell Orleans 4-H Club plants

Umversnv 45 ,09_0 trees. 5
- KTwenty-Five Years Ago

S Marilee Metcalf of Alb1
chosen to represent Orled s
County at 4-H National CloO

“ing Revue. S
X Thirty-Five Years Ago

Twenty-five Albion taxpay-
ers appear at village budget

hearing and voice disapproval_

f higher taxes. :

Mrs. Guy Dusett Jr. in
Washington, D.C. attending
forum on 4-H Club activities.
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Orleans 4-Hers score high
in regional competition

It was no joke on April
Fool’s Day when Orleans
County 4-Hers took first, sec-
ond and third place in the Jun-
ior Division of the Western
District Regional Communica-
tion Contest in Batavia. The
Communication Contest is a
public speaking competition
where youth are judged on
organization, content, stage
presence and delivery.

Carly Wells of Medina took
first place with her presenta-
tion “Western Fashion
Trends.” This was Carly’s
iixth presentation in the 4-H
rogram, making her a sea-
oned public speaker at the
ander age of 11.

Audrey Rath of Medina
bok second place with her
presentation “Parts of a

Horse.” Lindsay Voak, also of
Medina, took third place with
her presentation “Do You
Have Proof?”

All three are eligible to
compete in the New York
State Communication Contest,
held in May at Cornell Uni-

versity. Unfortunately, Lind-

say will be unable to attend.

Carly, Audrey and Lindsay
are all members of the H. O.
R. S. E. Club, a very active
4-H club in Orleans County.
As a club, they participated in
the Military Mailgram for
Valentine’s Day, creating 232
cards for United States Armed
Service personnel. They are
also providing an entire Easter
dinner for a needy family.

For additional 4-H informa-.
tion, call 589-5561.

e TS
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‘Orleans 4-Hers sweep

regional competition

It was no joke on April
Fool’'s Day when Orleans
County 4-Hers took first, sec-
ond and third place in the Jun-
jor Division of the Western
District Regional Communica-
tion Contest held in Batavia.

~ The contest is a public
speaking competition where
the youth are judged on their
organization, contest, stage

presence and delivery.

Carly Wells of Medina took
first place with her presenta-
tion entitled “Western Fashion

*Trends.” This was her sixth
presentation in the 4-H public
presentations program making

at the tender age of 11.

a Horse.”
Lindsay Voak,

You Have Proof?”

University.

H.O.R.S.E. Club,

County.

her a seasoned public speaker

Audrey Rath of Medina
took second place with her
presentation entitled “Parts of
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also of

Medina, took third place with
her presentation entitles “Do

All three are eligible to
attend the state Communica-
tion Contest in May at Cornell

All three are member so the
a very

active 4-H club in Orleans
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Gardner’s Column: Pruning fruit trees

By Cynthia Cowan
Extension Educator
If you haven’t already done
it, now is a good time to
prune your fruit trees. Ideally,
you should prune in the early
spring before leaves appear.
Young trees need to be pruned
only for correct structural
development. Once your trees
are bearing fruit, however,
they should be pruned lightly
every year (or at least every
other year) to avoid having to
prune too heavily in any one
year. _ :
Apples - In bearing trees
the top may need to be low-
ered, and the lower branches
that hang down may need to
be either removed or headed
back to an upward growing
‘branch. In trees more than 20
years old, weak wood may
also need to be removed from
the inner parts of the tree.
Peaches and Plums -
Peaches and plums should be
pruned during blossom time
(late spring) to avoid perennial
canker disease. Peaches bear
their fruit on one-year-old

wood and need fairly vigorous
pruning (o encourage new
growth. Most other stone
fruits bear on spurs on wood
that is two or more years old.
Cherries - Sweet cherry
trees tend to produce branches
that go straight up in the air.
These should be cut back to a

- -more,ho‘rizontal__branch about

three-quarters inch diameter.
Little other pruning is needed
for sweet cherries. Sour
cherry trees need little pruning
other than removal of weak,
broken or dead branches.

Pears - Like sweet cher-
ries, pears also tend to pro-
duce vertical branches that
need cutting back to lateral
branches. Remove fruiting
spurs that appear on the main
trunk or on bases of the main
branches, as blossoms here
can give fireblight a way to
enter the trunk.

Some general pruning hints:
B Avoid leaving stubs - all
cuts should be imade close and
parallel with the main branch
so that there are no stubs left
to decay and allow disease to
enter. If the end of a branch is

being removed, the cut should

be made just beyond a side

branch.

B Remove suckers and water-

sprouts - remove those vigor-

ous upright growths from the

trunk and main branches.

B Remove weak wood -

prune- gut-slowly - growing.
wood in; the-Jower-and " inner:
portions of the tree to enhance

light penetration and conserve

tree energy.

B Head back low hanging

branches - heavy fruit loads on

low-hanging branches often

touch the ground. To avoid

this, head them back to a side

branch that is head upward
and at least three-quarter inch

diameter.

B Remove overhanging
branches - limbs that are
directly over or on another
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branch should: be removed.
Constant rubbing can cause
injury and a site for disease to
Silise,

B Shorten a tall tree - it is
possible to make a tall tree
shorter be heading back tall
growing branches to horizon-
tal side branches. If the trees
are extremely overgrown it is
often‘best to do this’gradually’
over a period of several years.

Thanks to Elaine Wendt
who provided information for
this article.

Want to know which plant
pests are out and about in
Orleans County? Interested in
practicing IPM in your garden
and yard this season? Then
order the GardenScout -

* Orleans County’s only weekly

newsletter for the Home gar-
dener. Call 589-5561 for sub-
scription information.
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An Easter lily primer

By Cynthia Cowan
Extension Educator

The heady scent, the beauti-
ful white bell shaped flowers
— it can only be Lilium longi-
florum a. k.a. the Easter Lily.
For many people, Easter Lil-
ies are an important part of
spring. People have appreci-
ated Easter Lilies for hundreds
of years. The first known
description of an Easter Lily
was published in 1681. The
first drawing of one took a
while longer, first appearing
in the oldest known Japanese
gardening book in 1719.
These heavenly flowers have
been an important crop in
many countries including
Japan the Netherlands and
Mexico.

While Easter Lily is still
popular worldwide, current
commercial bulb production
mostly centers on the north-
western part of California.
Once the bulbs are of flower-
ing size, they are shipped to
flower producers who vernal-
ize (chill) the bulbs to force
them to break dormancy. The
bulbs are subjected to at least
1000 hours of 40 degree tem-
peratures, either in refriger-
ated storage or outdoors. Once
this requirement has been met,
the growers begin forcing the

Easter Lilies to grow in green-
houses set at 60F degrees. It
takes about 115 days for an
Easter Lily to mature and
flower at that temperature.
Because the date of Easter
varies from year to year, com-
mercial Easter Lily producers
must adjust their schedules
every year in order to have
plants at the peak of their
beauty for the holiday.

Knowing the history is nice,

you’re now saying to yourself,
but now that I have one, how
am I going to take care of it?
It is easy to keep your lily in
good health while it blooms.
Simply keep it in bright light
in a cool room and water
when the soil feels dry.
Reblooming, on the other
hand, will take some work.

Don’t feel too pressured to
keep your Easter Lily once it
is done blooming. Many peo-
ple prefer to but new plants
every year. That is the only
option if you want it to bloom
in the spring. If. however, you
would like to try to keep your
Easter Lily around a while
longer, here are some
instructions.

Keep your lily in a bright,
cool location. Water it when-
ever the soil is dry to the
touch, but avoid having it sit

in water. Remove flowers as
they fade. Once all the flowers
are gone, reduce watering
gradually, and once the stem
is dry, cut it a few inches from
the soil. The stem must be dry
before you cut it, or the bulb
will not mature properly.

Put the pot in a cool, dry
place until all danger of frost
is past. Then take the lily from
the pot and place it in the gar-
den, about six inches below
the soil surface in a hole with
a small handful of slow
release, balanced fertilizer. If
you are lucky, you'll have a
beautiful garden plant that
will live through a few win-
ters and bloom for you in the
summer. (Unfortunately, it
won’t bloom in time for Eas-
ter next year. Professional
growers use the exacting tech-
niques described above to
force Easter Lilies into bloom
for the holiday.)

Want to know which plant
pests are out and about in
Orleans County? Interested in
practicing IPM in your garden
and yard this season? Then
order the GardenScout —
Orleans County’s only weekly
newsletter for the home gar-
dener. Call 589-5561 for sub-
scription information.
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"Conservation |
Field Days slated

The 32nd annual Conserva-
tion Field Days will be held
on May 9 and 10 at the
Orleans County Fairgrounds
in Knowlesville.

Conservation Field Days,
sponsored by Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion, provides the sixth grade
students of Orleans County
the opportunity to learn about
environmental conservation.

Every year Orleans Coun-
ty’s five school districts bring
their sixth grade classes to
participate in this program. A
total of 20 different “stations”
will be showcased by local
professionals and volunteers
involved in environmental/
conservation science.

Each of the classes will
attend nine “stations” partici-
pating in hands-on activities
designed to teach students
about an aspect of local envi-

ronmental conservation
issues,
This year’s ‘:tatlpqs”

include Wildlife Rehabilita-
tion, Rabies Alert, Control of
Overabundant Deer in Subur-
ban Areas, Fish Culture,
Aquatic Biota of the “Efie
Canal, Trumpeter Swaﬂ
Project, Conserving Energy at
Home and many more.

For more information or' to
volunteer during the event,
call Margo Bowerman at Cor-
nell Cooperatwe Extenslon
589-5561.
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Bringing up babies

By Heidi C. Truschel
“J-R Staff Writer

While homes across the coun-
try were giving eggs a bath this
weekend to color them for Eas-
ter, Colleen Lewis was doing so
for a different reason.

Lewis, a Carlton resident who
is passionate about poultry, was
sanitizing dozens of eggs for
delivery to area schools Mon-
day.

Each spring, she shares her
farm’s eggs, and the miracle of
life, with area school children
who hatch them in class.

“I think it teaches them
respect for animals,” Lewis said.
“They always want to know
what it’s going to look like when
it grows up.” ‘

A breeder of various chickens,
ducks, turkeys, pigeons and
other feathered friends, Lewis’
respect and excitement for other
country chicks keeps her moti-
vated to share her birds and
knowledge of their care with
kids.

Monday’s order included 29
dozen duck eggs, 49 dozen
chicken eggs and 12 dozen
goose eggs to the Victor School
District and the pre-school pro-
gram at Rochester Public
Sehools i L b i el

“It never ceases to amaze me,”

she said of hatching chicks. “It’s

a miracle, a mystery. It’s ever
joyous.”
Continued on page 3

ABOVE: Poultry breeder Colleen Lewis is pic-
tured checking on some Crested and Pekin duck
eggs. The eggs on the upper two trays are on
automatic rockers that rotate the eggs back and
forth so the embryos don’t stick to the egg shell.
- The eggs must stay in the incubator for about 28"
days at a temperature of about 98.5 degrees.

LEFT: Lewis checks on her 3-day-old Ameri

. L
Bringing up
Continued from page 1

Lewis keeps several incuba-
tors in her home, along with
the few hatchlings that need
extra attention.

“No one in my house ever
stops getting excited by hear-
ing things pipping in shells,”
she said. “For me, personally,
it’s an affirmation of things
that are tough to find or ver-
balize. The energy of life is
amazing and mysterious, no
matter how much you under-
stand the science.”

The science of artificially
hatching poultry is something
Lewis understands well. Dur-

“ing the years, she has identi-
fied the nutrition and housing
requirements to produce fertile
€gegs. +

To successfully incubate
eggs to hatch, classes must
monitor temperature, humidity
and sanitation, and turn the

babies

eggs so the embryo does not
fasten to the egg shell. If
humidity is low, egg shells
become brittle and chicks can
not break through.

“If a classroom takes a
dozen eggs, it’s rare to get
more than six or seven chicks
back,” Lewis said. “If a third
of their eggs hatch, it’s good.
Last year, three-quarters of
my orders were duck eggs.
‘They’re usually more success-
ful hatching chickens than
ducks.”

Lewis said classroom hatch-
ing projects introduce the idea
of unseen processes to chil-
dren. She said a partial hatch
demonstrates that many fac-
tors affect an outcome.

“I think it teaches them that
you don’t have total control of
an experience,” she said.
“You have the happy and the
sad rightr next to each other.”

cauna and Sultan chicks.

Pictured is a three-day old Americauna chick. :
(J-R Photo by Dennis St
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Big on bunni
- By Heidi C. Truschel
J-R Staff Writer

It seems the Easter
‘Bunny likes Orleans
County so much, he’s
moved his entire family
here. :

That’s the impression
when visiting the Gerling
farm in Lyndonville,
homé to 150 adult rabbits
and a multitude of their
‘babies. : :

The Gerlings have been
big on bunnies for four
generations. According to
22-year-old David Ger-
ling, one of the latest to
take up rabbit raising, his
great-grandfather bred
rabbits for meat.
| David’s dad, Bill Ger-

. ling, who pays the bills at
the bunny bunkhouse, suc-
cessfully showed Dutch
and palomino rabbits in
~ 4-H as a child.

each maintain a breeding
| program for their favorite
| rabbit types. Jim raises
tans, a breed that can be
chocolate brown. Sister
Sue keeps mini lops, while
her father breeds the

~ While they currently

the 45 recognized rabbit
breeds. They continue to

._Continued on page3

R e L |

" Now Bill’s children

@

- smaller Holland lops.. = =L

maintain six bree,t:fs_, the st

The Gerlings are big on bunnies

Gerlings have raised 30 of

| wor
the United States.
| David is hoping his female,

; ,Tboﬂﬁnued from page 1

win major awards at rabbit shows, with Jim taking Best of

Variety at the National Tan

ow.

‘David has similar success

with his chosen breeds, Rex

| Rhinelanders. He is one of
five or six rabbit breeders
ing with Rhinelanders in

- doe, Rhinelander, Lilith,

on.. :
he Rhinelander breeders
emselves said she was the
t in the country,” he said.

Tilithiic what makes David

be the mother of a rabbit

like Lilith. When you see
some real results rather than
almost-good-enoughs.”

David claims cuteness isn’t
a big attraction. His father sets
it straight.

“Of course they're cute.
Everybody has pet rabbits,
even if you have 100 of
them.”

4-H rabbit club members,
who recently visited the Ger-
ling farm for advice on
grooming and genetics, agreed
that the creatures are cuddly.

“They’re nice and soft,”
said 5-year-old Meg Logan.
“Bunnies are more friendlier

and like a grown-up farmer
assessed their quality: “They
pretty much look full-arched.”

Besides gentle kisses and
floppy ears, Bill said rabbits
can teach children valuable
lessons. :

“One of the biggest things is
learning a sense of responsi-
bility as far as care of the ani-
mals,” Bill said. '

David has learned that les-
son well. . iy

“A lot of my friends walk
away shaking their heads,” he
said. “They’re wanting to go
out and I'm telling them I got
to get up at 3 a.m. for a rabbit
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Moms deserve thanks every day

Editor: . :

Moms are special people. Often, they go above and beyond the “call
of duty” to try and give their family as much as possible. They work
hard and still manage to teach and be a friend to their children.

I am one of those who has been fortunate enough to have a wonder-
ful mother — the type that sacrifices her own desires to support her chil-
dren. That takes her children to extracurricular functions so that they
can be happy and experience as much as they can. That welcomes all
people into her house whenever they need a shoulder to cry on, a meal
to eat, or just a safe place to go. That is willing to give up something
just to talk out an inner problem or concern with her children. That
gives strong morals to live by. That is a great example of what a good
mother should be. :

Many young girls today don’t realize and understand what goes into
being a “real mom” and sometimes make choices that seem to be made
with rose-colored glasses.

Being a mother. It’s a 24-7 job. Moms don’t just pick and choose
when they want to be moms. I think it is wonderful that our society has
dedicated one day out of the year to thank mothers and give them gifts
and special favors. But real moms deserve to be thanked as much as
possible. Not just one day a year. Every day. i

Carrie L. Baxter
Albion

THE JOURNAL-REGISTER - Medina, N.Y. Monday, May 15, 2000

Orleans History

Thirty Years Ago
Nearly 1,000 Orleans
.youngsters participate in third
annual Conservation and Edu-
cation Field Day.
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The Gardener’s Column

Getting rid of stinging insects: Part 1:'
the social wasps, hornets and yellowjackets

By Cynthia Cowan
Extension Educator

I have now been an exten-
sion educator for six months
in Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension, and in
‘that time I would say that
about half of the phone calls I
get from homeowners are
about insects. This was, of
course, somewhat skewed this
year by the abundance/of box-
elder bugs in the region. Even
discounting those calls, I
would guess that insect man-
agement is very much on the
minds of homeowners.

Luckily for us, the vast
majority of insects are not
harmful to people, and many
are beneficial. Stinging insects
fall into the mainly beneficial
category. Bees make honey
and are much needed for polli-
nation of many of our food
crops. Wasps eat other insects,
including harmful caterpillars
and flies. 4

Despite these benefits,
stinging insects can often be a
problem, ranging in severity
from a bit annonying to life
threatening for those who are
allergic. Problems arise when
bees or wasps build their nests
too close to where we live or
work. Usually, the only solu-
tion is to find and destroy the
nests.

Identifying the
wasp’s nests:

Polistes or paper wasps are
reddish-brown to dark brown,
long legged insects with spin-
dle shaped abdomens. These
Wwdsps construct circular gray
paper nests that resemble a
honeycomb from underneath.
The nests are frequently found

| B -

under the eaves of houses, in
little used buildings and in
attics.

Hornets and yellowjackets
are large black insects with
white or yellow markings.
They are built more heavily
than Polistes. Their nests
resemble a large gray,
coarsely textured football and

_are constructed of a paper

mache-like material. The nests
are less common than Polistes
nests and may be found under
eaves and hidden in shrubbery
or on tree branches.

The nests of Polistes and
hornets are seasonal. If they
are located in an accessible
place and the insects do not
present a real problem, the
nest should be left alone. The
colony will die in the fall after
a few hard frosts and the nest
will not be reused. Otherwise,
many products such as pyre-
thrins and rotenone may be
purchased in aerosol form for
outdoor use and are often
labeled as wasp and hornet
killer. For outside nests, spray
on a cool night directly into
nest opening. You will likely

need to repeat the treatment

an hour later for hornets’
nests; paper wasps’ nests
should take only one treat-
ment. Throw the nest away in
the next day or so if you no
longer observe any activity
around it.
Several important
cautions:

1. Follow pesticide
directions.

2. ALWAYS wear protec-
tive clothing when trying to
destroy a nest; this means:

- long sleeves, pants tucked into

- -

socks, gloves and a beekeep-

er’s hat. If you can’t find the

hat, try draping mosquito net-

ting draped over a wide

brimmed hat and fastened

securely to protect the face

and neck from stings. I can tell

you from experience that hav-

ing multiple wasp sting your

face is not a good time.

.. 3. Ideally, all the insects will -
be in the nest when you spray;

if they begin to emerge from

the nest, simply walk away

from the area and return later.

It is better to be patient that to

have a hive of angry wasps |
flying around you. |

Obviously, those who are
allergic to bee or wasp venom
should not try to get rid of a .
wasp’s nest. Even in those
who are not allergic, wasp
venom may cause general -
itching and swelling for sev-
eral days in addition to the
immediate pain. Persons with
a history of allergies and those
who develop severe reactions
(i.e. dizziness, fainting, respi- '
ratory or stomach disorders)
should consult a physician
immediately if stung. ,

Thanks to Carolyn Klass for
informational materials.

Want to know which plant
pests are out and about in
Orleans County? Interested in
practicing IPM in your garden
and yard this season? Then
order the GardenScout -
Orleans County’s only weekly
newsletter for the home gar-
dener. Call Kim Hazel at 589-
5561 for subscription informa-
tion. Publication starts THIS
WEEK so don’t delay.
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‘Orleans County 4-H horse
program sets open house

The Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension Horse
Program Development Com-
mittee cordially invites the
general public to an Open
House on May 16 at 7:30 p.m.

* in the Trolley Building at the
Orleans County 4-H Fair-
grounds.

. The purpose of this Open

. House is to inform the com-

. munity of the many activities

. the Orleans County 4-H Horse
- Clubs are involved in. While
~-many of the projects and

Clubs and individuals are also
involved in various other
activities, including commu-

‘nity service and public

speaking.

This Open House will be an
excellent opportunity for any-
one who is interested in or :
curios about the 4-H in gen- |
eral of the 4-H Horse Program .
in particular. Refreshments -
will be available. i

For more information, con-
tact -Margo Bowerman at
Orleans County Cornell

 activities focus on horse

Cooperative Extension,
: knowledge, the 4-H Horse ) '

5895561,
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Albion |
4-H club to host open

house at fairgrounds

An open house on the Or-
leans County 4-H Horse
Clubs program will be held '
at 730 p.m. Tuesday in the

Trolley Building at the coun-
ty 4-H fairgrounds.
The fairgrounds are

located on Route 31, about six
miles west of Albion. !

People attending the open
house will learn about the va-
riety of projects and activities
the 4-H horse clubs and mem-
bers are involved in. They in-
clude community service and
pt}blic speaker, as well as |
things that focus on horse
knowledge.

The Orleans County Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension
Horse Program Development
Committee is sponsoring the
event. Refreshments will be
available,

For more information, con-
tact Margo Bowerman at the
Orleans County Cornell Co-
operative Extension office,
589-5561. :
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AGRICULTURE

Trio talks way to state horse skills competltlon

Medina girls qualify for Cornell U. Communication Contest

By Matt Surtel
Daily News Staff Writer

Knowledge, poise and stage
presence helped three Medina girls
qualify for the New York State
Communication Contest on Satur-
day at Cornell University.

Carly Wells, Audrey Rath and
Lindsay Voak swept the Junior
Division of the 4-H Western Dis-
trict Regional Communication
Contest on April 1 in Batavia. The
- competition tested the students’
public speaking skills and knowl-
edge of horse-related topics.

“You have to practice a lot, get
as much information as you can
and organize it,” Voak said. “If you
are too short you can get more
information and stuff.”

The girls were Judged on intro-
duction, organization, stage pres-
ence, and content and accuracy,
said Donna Scharping, a 4-H edu-
cator and Wells’ grandmother.
Scores were also given on delivery,
summarization and effect on the
audience, she said

Scharping said the contest gives
students classroom skills and prac-
tical knowledge about horses. She
said the lessons are useful for

PREFRTUR BT S

introductions to their presentations
on April 28 at Scharping’s house.
The competition is tougher than it
looks, Scharping said.

“(The presentation) has to be
nine to 22 minutes,” she said.

“That’s a pretty long time for little -

people or anyone.”

Carly, 11, won first place for her
western fashion trends presenta-
tion. She researched clothing and
made a model named “Shirley” out
of cardboard boxes and dressed her
in the latest riding fashions.

Shirley’s clothes included silver
earrings and a riding uniform with
animal-print lapels. Riding cloth-
ing is expensive and it’s good to
know the fashions before buying,
Carly said.

Audrey, 11, won second place
for her presentation on the parts of
a horse. She said she had to know
unsoundness, or features that show
disease or injuries.

“You have to memorize it and
point out a body part,” she said.

Lindsay, 10, won third place for
her presentation called “Do You
Have Proof?” She told how to tell a
horse’s age by looking at its teeth.

Teeth change as horses age,

“I like to horses so it’s fun to
learn about the different things,”
she said. ‘

The girls said the contest has
helped them with their school-
work. They said they already know
how to do research projects and
presentations. -

“If you have to do posters, you
can set them up easier,” Voag said.

Putting their presentations
together for competition was the
most fun, they said. The scariest
part is worrying about doing poor-
ly, Carly said.

“You never know how good the
competition is until you get there,”

Carly said.
The girls said in unison that their
favorite part — after all the

research, hard work and competi-
tion — is “the end.”

The contests are fun but chal-
lenging, they said. Edgy nerves can
make contestants speak faster. Pre-
sentations that have been carefully
timed and practiced ' suddenly
become too short, they said.

Scharping said nervous family
members try to signal contestants
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The Gardener’s Column

A few resources for garden information

By Cynthia Cowan
Extension Educator
New online guide
to gardening resources
at Cornell

Ever wish you had a com-
plete guide to the online gar-
dening resources at Cornell?
The Gardening Resources
web page puts them right at
your fingertips. Now you do -
just point your browser to
www.fvs.cornell.edu/
gardening. You will find
information on everything
from the best-adapted variet-
ies for New York to dealing
with nuisance wildlife.

The site gathers in one place

! information from departments

" at Cornell and closely related

institutions, including more
than 250 fact sheets. The
guide also includes links to
composting resources, Cornell
publications and much, much
more.

Gardening Resources is
intended to serve as an interim
information source this season
while a new comprehensive
and interactive website for
gardeners is being developed.

Remember, if you don’t
have a computer at home, you
can use one at your local
library where they’ll be happy
to show you how to navigate

cyberspace. _
A resource for

Orleans County gardeners

Next week marks the begin-
ning of GardenScout, Orlean’s
County’s weekly newsletter
for gardeners interested in
practicing Integrated Pest
Management (IPM). IPM
involves using a variety of
means to deal with pest prob-
lems. It does not necessarily
eliminate the use of pesticides,
but seeks to use them in the
most efficient manner possi-
ble. If you want to learn more
about IPM, as well as getting
information about specific
insects, weeds, and plant dis-
eases, subscribe to
GardenScout.

Reduce your plant
stress for a
healthier landscape

One of the simplest ways to
reduce your use of lawn and
garden pesticides this summer
is to keep plant stress to a
minimum. This way, you can
prevent many problems before
they happen. Buy only vigor-
ous, healthy plants. Don’t
think you are the one to nurse
that sad looking six-pack of
impatiens back to health. It’s
better to leave it at the garden
center.

Also, try and grow plants

with at least some resistance
to common diseases and
insect pests. Once you have
the plants home, the best way
to avoid undue plant stress is
to learn about what they like.
Books (online Cornell fact
sheets) can help you learn this
(or you can call your local
extension office) but nothing
can replace regular strolls in
the garden with your eyes
wide open. This , more for-
mally known as scouting, can
help you spot stressed plants
before the insects and diseases
can attack them. For example,
if you force a shade-loving
plant to live in full sun, it will
constantly be under stress and
much more likely to do poorly
and even die. Similarly, if you
keep trying to grow sunloving
turf species in the shade,
you’ll likely have poor growth
and disease problems.

- Want to know which plant
pests are our and about in
Orleans County? Interested in
practicing IPM in your garden
and yard this season? Then
order the GardenScout -
Orleans County’s only weekly
newsletter for the Home gar-
dener. Call Kim Hazel at 589-
5561 for subscription infor-
mation. Publication starts
NEXT WEEK so don’t delay.
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Gle;ln McClure, Geneseo

native, brought his
Garbage Con
servation Fie

“Great

cert” to the Con-
1d Days held at

the county fairgroqnds this
week, urging local 51x'th grad-
ers to make music using nors
mal household throwawavs.

Biedina, W.Y. Fridzy, May 19, 2000

The Gardener’s Column

May garden tasks, weed control

By Cynthia Cowan

Extension Educator
May us a wonderful month
in the garden. The weather is
warn enough to put in new
seedlings and summer bulbs,
many flowering trees and
shrubs are in bloom, and all

the plants have fresh, newly

grown foliage. Enjoy your
May, and celebrate the grow-
ing season by tending to your
plants. :
Garden tips for May
B Now is a good time to get
rid of the faded flowers from
spring bulbs. Let the plants
keep the foliage to make food
for next season’s bloom.
B Spring-flowering shrubs
should be fertilized once when
they bloom and again six to
eight weeks later. Wait until
after blooming to prune these
shrubs. i
B If your lilac looked a bit
tired this year, get a better
bloom next year by pruning
out 1/3 of the shrub (oldest
branches). If you do this every
year, no wood on the plant
will be more than 3 years old.
This kind of annual pruning
will keep your lilac vigorous.
B Protect young transplants

with collars. This is the best
way to ensure that cutworms
don’t eat your tender seed-
lings. Cutworms can decapi-
tate young plants, leaving you
with an empty garden. You
can make collars by pressing a
6-inch tall paper collar into the
ground an inch or two around
each seedling. Recycled cans
with the the top and bottom
cut off also work and can be
used for many seasons.
B The last average frost date
for most of Orleans County
(April 30 - May 10) has past,
but Shelby, Barre and
Ridgeway south of Route 104
have an average last frost date
of May 10 May 20. You may
want to chance putting out a
few warm season plants but
avoid putting in the majority
of your tender annuals and
vegetables until the last week
in May. :

Some words about weeds

As Shakespeare said in Kihg
Henry VI: “Now tis the spring
and weeds are shallow-
rooted; Suffer them now and
they'll o’ergrow the garden.”

.The Bard knew what he
was talking about. This time
of year, the weeds are still at a

manageable size. Take advan-
tage of their'small size now
and hoe new weed seedlings
as they appear. Just scrape the
surface so you don’t unearth
any new weed seeds. A few
minutes spent doing this every
morning or evening will pay
off later in the summer when
you don’t have to try and yank
mature pigweed out of the
ground.

I am a big fan of using
mulch in the garden for weed
control. It also helps to retain
soil moisture. I like both black
plastic mulch and organic
mulches such as bark. If you
have  perennial weeds with
thizomes (spreading under-
ground roots), you may need
to destroy them before you
put on an organic mulch. a
non-selective herbicide should
take care of these stubborn
weeds and prevent them from
growing back. Using a black
plastic mulch should prevent
perennial weeds from ever
seeing sunlight, and will be an
option for organic gardeners.

Thanks to Elaine Wendt for
information used in this
article.
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" Youth fishing jamboree set

Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion 4-H programs from Fin-
ger Lakes counties and the
state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation will hold
the ninth annual 4-H Sport-
fishing and Aquatic Resources
Education Program Youth
Fishing Jamboree on June 3

-~ Hom 830 am 0 300 pm. 4t
“ | the! Region 8 DEC ‘headquar-

ters, East Avon-Lima Road on
Routes 5 & 20 between Avon
and Lima. :

The fee is $3 for youth with
adults admitted free when
accompanied by a child. The
DEC will waive fishing

license requirements for

adults supervising youth at the
Jamboree.

Young people can meet
Environmental Conservation
officers and learn about their
job and responsibility.

Organizers will provide bait
for the afternoon fishing der-

“Lunch foods will be avail-
able for sale as a 4-H fund-
raiser and angling equipment
will be available for loan.

To register or for more
information contact Yyour
county Cooperative Extension
office.
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Five-ring circus
set to perform
starting June 13

By Virginia Kropf
Daily News Staff Writer

MEDINA — Medina Rotary will
sponsor (two performances of the Car-
son and Barnes Five-Ring Circus at
4:30 and 7:30 p.m. June 13.

“This is no ‘schlock’ circus,” pro-
moter Burl Greer told members of
. Rotary during their weekly meeting
Wednesday.

Billed as the world’s largest tent cir-
cus, it features the only five-ring show
‘on the road, Greer said, with 17 to 20
Asian and African elephants, almost

100 performers from around the world .

and 100 exotic and domestic animals.

These include the only performing

Friesian stallions in the United States
(a work horse similar to a miniature

. Clydesdale), a giraffe, pygmy hip-

popotamus, camels, lions and tigers.

The cm:us will toll info the Qrleans
County Fairgrounds Ig% Route 31
bew 9 and 9:30 a.m. and the public
is invited to comg and watch the Big
Top go up. With three elephants and 35
men, the tent (the size of two football
ﬁelds) takes less than 30 minutes to set

~up, from the time the first pole is set,
Greer said.

It takes 88 vehicles, including 22
semi trucks, to move all the animals,
eqmpment and artists, he said.

© “We are in a breedmg program, help-

. ing to maintain the Asian elephant

i herd,” Greer said.

“A 20-month-old elephant born in
the program is the youngest performer
known, and one of the smartest,
according to its trainer.”

Performances last about two hours
and the public is urged to buy tickets in
advance. Sponsoring organizations
receive 40 percent of all advance ticket
sales, compared to only 10 percent of
tickets sold at the time of the perfor-
mance, Greer said.

Rotary uses proceeds from its fund-
raisers to donate to community organi-
zations, such as the Medina Hospital
Foundation, 4-H fair, scholarships and
Future Farmers of America.

The fair travels to a new community
almost every day, Greer said. Occa-

Ring of fire
Kali, a Bengal tiger, leaps through a ring of fire during a performance
by the Carson & Barnes Circus. The clrcus will arrive June 13. ‘

sionally it will stay two days to accom-
modate a larger population, but gener-
ally it performs in a different town each
and every day.

On June 14, the circus will perform
at the Genesee County Fairgrounds in
Batavia, sponsored by the Genesee
County Agricultural Society.

Advance sale tickets are available in
Medina at Tops, Jubilee, Medina Sav-

Ralse the big top'

ings and Loan, Floristry by Trudy,
Nixon Auto and Rose Jewelers; in
Albion at Jubilee and Pawlak’s Food;
in Middleport at Middleport Family
Health Center; in Lyndonville at Provi-
sions Pharmacy; and in Gasport at Sea-
way Insurance.

Information on tickets for the
Batavia performance is available by
calling Glen Kruger at 344-1759.
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The Gardener’s Column*

]
By Cynthia Cowen
Extension Educator
The mere mention of bats

often causes strong reactions’

in people. The interesting
thing is that for every call I get
from people trying to get rid
of bats, I get a call from some-
one wanting to attract these
small mammals. I am of the
latter group. I think bats have
an undeserved bad reputation.
They certainly do a service for
anyone who wants to cuit

down on the mosquito popula-

tion. a single female bat will
eat up to 600 mosquitoes and
other insects each night.

First I'd like to dispel some
myths about bats:
M Bats are not blind.
Although their vision is per-
fectly fine, they do use a sonar
system to navigate and locate
their prey.
M Bats won’t fly into your
hair. Most of the calls T get

Bats: The natural insecticide

about bats ask me this. Bats
will go out of their way to
avoid running into you.

M Bats don’t bit unless you
try to handle them. Most
North American bats eat

insects and have no desire to.

interact with people.

B Bats will net chew their
way into your attic, although
they can squeeze through very
small openings.

Eliminating bats from your
home can be difficult if they
have been living there for a
while. Therefore, if you see a
new colony setting up house-
keeping in your attic, you
should get rid of them imme-
diately. Regardless of when
they moved in, a way to get
rid of bat colonies from your
attic or eaves is to close all
but one opening that they
enter and leave through. Wait
until about 1/2 hour after
nightfall when most of the

bats are out for the night, and
then seal the opening. There is
also a “one-way” door avail-
able that lets bats fly out but
not back in again. Be sure to
wear protective clothing such

~as gloves and_a_ dust mask .

when batproofing your home.
You will need to remove any
dead bats or droppings left
behind. Again, make sure to
wear proper clothing when
doing this. If you would like
to ensure the least number of
bats killed, wait until August
to move them out. By that
time, the young bats will be
weaned and able to fly.

Like any wild animal living
in close proximity with peo-
ple, bats need to be properly
managed.

If you would like to attract
bats to your property, the easi-
est way is to put up a bat
house. You can purchase these
from the Orleans County Soil

and Water Conservation Dis-
trict (589-5959). Plans are
also available if you would
like to build your own.

You will probably have the
best luck if you site your box
10 to 20-feet off the ground in
a spot sheltered from the
wind. It is important that the
bats have a clear path to the
box entrance, so do not hang
the box behind vegetation.
Then be patient. It can take up
to two years for bats to appre-
ciate your efforts, and the
most common time to have
bats move in is in the spring
when they first become active.
One way to convince bats to
move to a bat house is to put
some bat droppings into it. I
am sure any of your neighbors
with bats will be glad to part
with them. Don’t forget to
always wear a mask and
gloves when moving the
droppings.
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“Millennium Magic” - 4-H

holds annual Clothing Revue

“Millennium Magic” was
the theme for the evening as
the Orleans County 4-H clubs
recently held their annual

Clothing Revue to showcase

their homemade garments.

Participants included Emily
Culbertson, Alexandra Gudo-
nis, Allison and Crystal
Gerken and Kerrie Walker, all
of the A.A.G. 4-H Club; Ash-
ley Morrison, Rachel Pulaski
and Shirley Armer of the
Barre Bunch 4-H Club;
Danielle and Nicole Bannis-
ter, Amie and Kelly Lin Col-
lazo, Nicole Brown and Toya
Torrance of Hindsburg Hilltop
and Towpath 4-H Club;
Aimee and Deborah Short-
sridge of the Homeschool
Co-op 4-Hers; Heather Carr,
Rachel Preston, Michelle
Sands and Amanda Vreeland
of the Moonlight Dreamers
4-H Club; Kayleigh Ferra,
Scott Marciszewski, Megan
Sidari and Allyson Withey of
New Kids on the Block 4-H
Club; Julianne Watts of the

~ Rabbit Raisers; Alina Larkin

and Clarrisa Steier of Riches
Corners Reveleers 4-H Club
and Felicia Kenney and Eliza-
beth Van Houter of the Sun-
flowers 4-H Club. i

Russell Shortridge and
Chad Helsdon were escorts
for the evening.

Julianne Watts and Michelle

Sands were selected for State-

Fair, with Kerrie Walker and
Toya Torrance as alternates.

State Fair selections are, from left, Kerrie Walker, Toya.
Torrance, Michelle Sance and Julianne Watts.

Selected for the Western
District Clothing Revue were
the State Fair selections and
Allison and Crystal Gerken,
Rachel Pulaski, Kelly Lin Col-
lazo, Deborah Shortridge,
Amanda Vreeland and Scott
Marciszewski. |

The Western District 4-H

Clothing Revue, which
includes the counties of Alleg-
any, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua,
Erie, Genesee, Niagara,
Orleans and Wyoming, will

be held July 12 in Albion.

Call the Orleans Cooperative
Extension 4-H at 589-5561 for
information.
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Gardner’s Column

Attracting hummingbirds to your backyard

By Cynthia Cowan
Extension Educator

I got a book in the mail yes-
terday about hummingbirds. It
is a topic that I had not previ-
ously thought much about. In
my parents’ garden, we
always had an abundance of
hummingbirds. I always
assumed everybody’s yard
was like this. Not so, as it
turns out. I recently talked to
an Orleans County resident
who has tried unsuccessfully
for the past few years to
attract more hummingbirds to
his garden. He asked me for
some advice on the topic, so I
did some research.

Although there are hundreds
of hummingbird species in the
Americas, only one is located
in the east, the ruby-throated
hummingbird. They should
already ,be here this year, as
they usually arrive by early
May. One nice thing about
attracting these migrant birds
is that once they have taken a
liking to your garden, they
will return year after year.

Plants that will attract hum-
mingbirds are typically red
and tubular, although I have
found impatiens to be more
popular than Salvia (scarlet

sage) in my garden. Bee Balm

(Monarda) and Morning
Glory seem to appeal as well.
Fuschsias are a good bird

_time the birds

attracting plant for a patio and
look beautiful in hanging bas-

‘kets. An ideal hummingbird

garden provides food from the
rrive in April
or May to the ‘time they depart
in September.

If you find you don’t have
enough room or'time for many
flowers, hummingbirds are
more than gappy to drink from
feeders.. Inexpensive feeders
work just as-well as the fancy
ones, although I must admit
being partial to the beautiful
glass feeders that resemble
Christmas ornaments. That’s
more for me than the birds,
however, as they are equally
attracted to a $10 feeder from
the hardware store. Perhaps
the most important quality of a
feeder is how easy it is to
clean, because it will need to
be cleaned regularly. Which-
ever feeder you purchase, fill
it with a sugar syrup made of
four parts water to one part
while granulated sugar. To
ensure that the syrup is clean
for .the birds, boil the water
you use to make the syrup,
and stir in the sugar while the
water is still hot. Cool the
mixture, fill the feeder and
refrigerate any syrup you
don’t use right away (It will
keep about 2 weeks). Do not
use any food coloring or the
colored syrup available

commercially;. It is safest for
the birds to have only white
sugar. The color of the feeder
and/or feeding tip should be
enough to attract the first
birds, and they will visit faith-
fully once they know there is
a ready source of food in your
yard. i )

One of the responsibilities
of having a feeder is cleaning
it. I know that cleaning is a
tiresome task, but your hum-
mingbirds will thank you for
it. Only fill your feeder with
as much nectar as the birds
will drink in less than a week.
That way you won't waste
any syrup when you clean the
feeder. In really hot weather,
the feeder may need to be
cleaned every day or two to
prevent the growth of bacte-
ria. To clean the feeder, it
should be thoroughly rinsed
with hot water every time you
fill the feeder. So not use
soap. If you see black spots in

* the feeder, you have mold that

you need tu eliminate. In gen-
eral, boiling the syrup will
help to prevent mold. Even if
no mold occurs, it's a good
idea to soak your feeder for an
hour in a weak bleach solution
(about 1/4scup bleach in one
gallon water) once a month.
Be sure to rinse before
refilling.
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_People’s Forum

Trails needed *
for dirt bikes

. ToThe:Editor:

There are many people in
Genesée? Monroé, Nibgara
and Orleans counties that ride
four-wheelers and dirt bikes.
All of these counties could
benefit if trail systems were
made. By making trails it
would give people the oppor-
tunity to ride further and be
safer without breaking any
laws. These trails could also
bring tourism to the counties,
and by charging those who
use them it could offset the
cost. Sk

What is the money we pay
for registrations being used
for? Why does the New York
State Department of Parks and
Recreation acknowledge boats
and snowmobiles but not dirt
bikes and four-wheelers?

I would like to encourage
other - four-wheeler and dirt

bike riders to comntact your.

county and state legislatures
to help persuade them to coor-
dinate trail systems for more

than just snowmobiles.
! Sincerely,
Aaron Batt

Albion -
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(The followmg is a Question &
Answer interview with Elba Cen-
tral School senior Angela Bezon.)

QUESTION: What are your
plans after h1gh school gradua-
tion?

ANSWER: Go to college and
major in political science and
minor in history.

QUESTION: What are your

thoughts about being the first

graduating class of the new cen-
tury and having no stage for
graduation?

ANSWER. I think being the‘

millennium * class makes us
something special and memo-
rable no matter where graduation
is held.

QUESTION What
school spirit mean to you?

ANSWER: 1 think by being
active and participating or just
attending events helps you have
school spirit. Also, it helps who-
ever is doing the activity get
excited about what they are
doing.

QUESTION What tradition

does

at ECS do you consider impor-
tant or makes Elba unique?
ANSWER: I love how Elba is

~ so small, it allows people to get
into all sorts of activities. If we

were larger, you would only be
able to be in half of them.

QUESTION: What part of
your academic education has
benefitted you the most?

ANSWER: When I took the
Holocaust class, it taught me so
much about life and how I should
appreciate it.

QUESTION: What contribu-
tion has organized sports made to

your character development?

ANSWER: I feel my sports
career has made me a team play-
er.

QUESTION As co-editor of
the yearbook, what is the impor-
tance of that posmon to yon"'

ANSWER: I think it is one of
the most important Jobs I have
taken on. Fifty years from now
when people look at their year-
books, I want them to be proud

- of what our class created.

QUESTION Do you have

e

"-TLELBA

| Elba Central

| dent Council,

Elba student ref
her senior year actwltles |

Q&A

with Angela Bezon

Angela Bezon
is a senior at

School. She is
active in Girls
Athletic Associ-
ation, the year-
book, softball,
basketball, Stu-

Backstage Inc.,
Swine Club, Beef Club, Teen
Leader, Envirothon, Future
“Teachers and National Honor
Society. She is also a DILT student
representative and class president.
In her spare time she enjoys
playing sports, 4-H and reading.
Angela has received such awards -
as the Xerox Humanities Award,
BEST Community Service Award
and Orleans County 1999 Grand
Master Showman.

ERSONAL FILE

any more comments about your g

extracurricular activities?

ANSWER: I can’t wait till this
year’s drama production. |
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Getting acquainted

Orleans County schools partici-
pated in the 2000 Conservation
Field Days Tuesday and
Wednesday at the 4-H Fair-
grounds in Knowlesville. Above,
Amber Mullins touches a
Burmese python and Julianne
Dunn reacts during a presenta-
tion about caring and breeding
reptiles given by Michael
Napolitano. At left, Amy Tennity
of Kendall Elementary tries to
feed a small fish to a Savannah
monitor while Napolitano looks
on. Various stations were set up
around the fairgrounds on such
subjects as bald eagles at the
Iroquois Refuge, clones, ero-
sion control, Caledonia Fish
Hatchery, energy conservation,
beekeeping, soil pH, rabies con-
trol and recycling.

\




But Michigan Lottery officials said they
were contacted Wednesday by a “remark-
ably quite calm” man they believe holds
one of the winning tickets.

The man didn’t identify himself, but the
validation numbers he recited from his
ticket matched the winner, lottery spokes-
woman Sarah Lapshan said. He didn’t say
where he was from or whether the ticket
was his alone or bought for a group.

“I’m pretty confident this is the winning
ticket,” Lapshan said.

Illinois Lottery officials said they had
not been contacted by anyone claiming to
hold the other winning ticket, which was
bought Tuesday.

The winning numbers drawn Tuesday
were 1, 2, 12, 33, 37 and Big Money Ball
4. To win, a ticket had to match all six
numbers. How much the winners will take
home depends on state taxes in Michigan
and Illinois. Lottery officials in both states
estimated each ticket could be worth about
$7 million per year before taxes in 26
annual payments.

Microsoft asks court

to dismiss Justice plan

WASHINGTON (AP) — Firing the lat-
est salvo in a protracted fight, Microsoft
Corp. asked a federal judge to throw out
the government’s plan to split the compa-
ny in two, suggesting it would need until
December to prepare its arguments against
any move to “dismember” the company.

In its response to the proposal submitted
by the Justice Department and 17 states,
Microsoft asked that the plan be dismissed
immediately because there is no basis for
such a severe punishment for the compa-
ny’s alleged anticompetitive beéhavior.

In return, the Microsoft offered its own
remedies to correct what the judge ruled
was monopolistic behavior in wide viola-
tion of antitrust law. The remedies would
curb Microsoft’s own conduct against com-
petitors and clients dealing with rivals.

“Courts are not authorized in civil
enforcement proceedings to punish
antitrust defendants,” the company said in
its legal response filed Wednesday with
U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jack-
son in Washington. “Instead, relief must
extend no farther than is necessary to
redress the conduct found to be unlawful.”

Lockerbie trial adjourns

CAMP ZEIST, Netherlands (AP) — A
Scottish court trying two Libyans accused
of bombing Pan Am Flight 103 was
adjourned today to give prosecutors time
to prepare. The trial will resume May 23.

The break followed an agreement by
prosecution and defense attorneys to speed
up the trial by identifying areas of uncon-
tested evidence in the 1988 explosion over
Lockerbie, Scotland. That is expected to
allow the court to jump ahead to forensic
and technical evidence, which had been
expected only at the end of the second
month of hearings.

Relatives of crash victims, wilo had
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— From page 1

said the district was surprised by the
projection from the state. “We expect-
ed to receive about $250,000 more,”
he said.

The state unintentionally omitted
funding for some of the district’s pro-
grams, Fisher said. He said the aid fig-
ures should be closer to what he
expected once the state corrects its
mistakes. .

“We’re optimistic, but always guard-
ed in that optimism,” Fisher said.

The state projected that Alexander
schools will receive 21.99 percent or
$1,355,401 more aid than last year
with the building incentives. A
increase of 8.12 percent or $439,112
has been projected without building
incentives.

Alexander schools business adminis-
trator Kathleen Schaefer said the dis-
trict is undergoing a $18 million build-
ing project. She said aid areas other
than buildings have not increased dras-
tically.

Elba schools have a projected
increase of 43.03 percent or
$1,609,509 in state aid with the build-
ing incentives. The district’s projected
increase withouti building incentives is

Background

— From page 1

B Approved sending a letter to the state Department
of Transportation requesting a “traffic control device”
at the intersection of routes 237 and 31A in Clarendon.
Right now there are only stop signs for motorists on

Route 31A.

Town officials requested the Legislature’s support
for traffic control at what Legislator George Bower (R-
Holley) called one of the busiest and most dangerous

Legislature

— From page 1

said, and collaboration among munici-
palities is the answer. “Time has come
to put this plan into action.”

Raymond SanFratello, president of
the county Chamber of Commerce;
Martin Culik, executive director of
Genesee’s Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion Center, and James Vincent, chair-
man of the Water Resources Agency,

Showdown under way i

ATLANTA (AP) — Aggressively questioning both
sides, three federal appeals judges asked today whether
6-year-old Elian Gonzalez is too young to apply for
asylum and whether being from communist Cuba com-

promises his father’s parental rights.

The judges said they would rule quickly, but indicat-

3.87 percent or $124,391.

Smith said the state will be
for 95 percent of the district’s §
lion building project.

Byron-Bergen schools have
jected increase of 5.17 per
$417,946 with building incentiy
district is projected to have a 4.
cent or $291,788 increase
building incentives.

Le Roy schools are projected
an increase of 0.79 percent or §
with building incentives a
increase of 3.32 percent or $I
without building incentives.

Oakfield-Alabama schools
projected increase in state aid
percent or $151,943 with b
incentives and 3.23 perc
$204,257 without the incentive

Pavilion schools are proje
have a 16.98 percent or $1,
increase in state aid including
incentives. The district has a p
increase of 5.06 percent or
without the incentives.

Pembroke schools are proje
have an increase of 5.31 pen
$434,444 with the building inc
and a 5.45 percent or $3
increase without the incentives.

Wyoming is the only school

intersections in thd

“It’s an acciden

B Accepted a $
child seat installati
set up check poin
seats properly. Th
each.

M Declared the
Medical Services
sented a proclam

also urged adoption of the
agreement.

“Stay the course,” said SanF
“Do what you've got to do this ¢
and keep talking to the other sidg

All except Vincent spoke out
cil’s Monday night meeting whzi
of council’s nine members wej
cized for rescinding a January ag
with the county as part of the
wide project.

dren whose paren|
reasons.

It’s not because
said, “but it seemy
with the needs of t

Gregory Craig,



Conservation Days

ABOVE: Wise Middle
School sixth-grader
Christopher Roberts
and fellow classmates
look a little anxiously
at a beehive held by
bee keeper Charlie
Augrom. The students
visited Meadowgold
Apiaries as part of the
Orleans 4H Conserva-
tion Days.

LEFT: Peggy Grayson,
a director of solid
waste management,
speaks with Lyndon-
ville sixth-graders
about recycling.

J-R Photos by
Dan Cappellazzo
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Orleans County Fair

talent applications due

KNOWLESVILLE — Participants 1n
the Talent Show at the Orleans County 4-
H Fair must return completed applications
to the Cooperative Extension office no

later than July 16.

l near Knowlesville.

The competition will be at 7 p.m. July
25. Applications and contest rules are
available at Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion, 20 South Main St., Albion. :

The fair begins July 24 and runs through
July 29 at the fairgrounds on Route 31

/

Orleans Hisﬁory

* American
convention to p ;
Medina July 15, W ddiin

rleans County 4.
memb Y 4-H Club

Ithaca,

Sixty Years Ago
Legion county

IS attend congress ip
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Understanding pesticide labels

By Cynthia Cowan,
Extension Educator

Possibly due to the unusu-
ally wet weather we are hav-
ing this season, it seems that
more pests than ever are out to
get your plants.

While most of you are using
some cultural controls to help
slow insects and diseases
down, ultimately many gar-
deners turn to pesticides to
help them in the battle against
unwanted garden intruders.

Pesticides, which include
products that kill insects, dis-
eases and weeds can be a use-
ful part of a garden or lawn
care system. It is very impor-
tant, however, to read the
labels on any pesticide you are
using. The label is the best
source of information about
that pesticide.

Although pesticide manu-
facturers are required by law
to include a number of differ-
ent items on the label, some of
them can be confusing:

Here’s a guide to what
you'll find on every pesticide
label.

1. Product, brand or trade
names: Each manufacturer
has a different brand name for
its product, even if they con-
tain identical active ingredient
to another manufacturer’s
product.

2. Type of pesticide: Usu-
ally tells you what pests the
product will control.

3. Classification: The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency

(EPA) requires each use of a

pesticide to be registered as
either a “general” or “restrict-
ed” use. Restricted use prod-
ucts are only for sale to certi-
fied pesticide applicators and
must be used only by a certi-
fied applicator, or under the
direct supervision of a certi-
fied applicator.

4. Ingredient statement:
This tells you what is in the
product. Both active and inac-
tive ingredients are listed,
along with the percentage of
each active ingredient. Read
this part very carefully, as
many chemicals have names
that sound alike.

5. Signal words and-

symbols: The signal word lets
you know how dangerous the
product is to humans and
appears in large letters on the
front of the product. The
words “DANGER -- POI-
SON” with a skull and cross-
bones appears on the most
toxic products. Moderately
toxic products are labeled
“WARNING” and slightly
toxic to relatively non-toxic
products are labeled “CAU-
TION.” All pesticides carry

the phrase “Keep out of reach
of children.”

6. First aid statement of
practical treatment: Exactly

what it sounds like. This tells *

you what to do in case of acci-
dental exposure. =

7. Precautionary
statements: These let you
know several things including
what personal protective
equipment (PPE) you need to
wear while applying the pesti-
cide. Good PPE to have on
hand includes goggles,
chemical-resistant gloves and
boots, coveralls, dust mask
and respirator. You won't
need all these all the time. but
it is good to have them
around. The precautionary
statements also include the
signal words and warnings
about keeping children and
pets away from treated areas.

8. Hazards: This is some-
times part of the precautionary
statements. This lists any haz-
ards the product may pose to
humans, domestic animals and
wildlife. Environmental, phys-
ical and chemical hazards are
also listed. Some products
may also indicate limitations
of use in order to protect
endangered species.

9. Re-entry statement:
This is sometimes part of the
classification statement. This

tells you how much time must
pass before people can re-
enter a treated area without
appropriate PPE.

10. Directions for use:
These specify where the prod-
uct can be used (such as
indoors or outdoors) and on
which crops (for example,
apples but not vegetables.
This statement also tells you
how much of the product to
use. :

11. Days to harvest: (Usu-
ally part of the directions for
use) Agricultural pesticides all
list the minimum number of
days that must pass between
the last pesticide application
and crop harvest. These are
set by the EPA.

12. Storage and disposal:
General directions about how
to. store and dispose of the
pesticide and its container.

13. Manufacturer: The
name and address of the
manufacturer.

14. EPA registration and
establishment numbers: An
EPA registration number
appears on every pesticide
label to ensure that the pesti-
cide label has been reviews
and registered by the EPA.
This number identifies the
pesticide in case of problems.

15. Net contents: Amount
of product contained in the
package.
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TN Yeaias Ago
Orleans County fairgrounds
to be expanded: public sup-
port to be sought through fund

mnser

Gatting their goat

' W&gﬂs Flanisburg of ABC Farms in Barre Center, shows resuients Chester Rowley and T
O

leans County Nursing Home.

D’Agostino a goat by the name of Mlsty, during the Orleans Farm Day Thursday at the




‘The Daily News / Saturday, July 1, 2000

*Medina girl earns full Aschola,.jrship,to._.Mi.chigan State
By Susan J. Conrad G _ Sands said, during the telephone interview, she had to talk
Daily News Staff Writer about books she has read and had to answer the question “what

Theresa L. Sands of Medina s one of 12 students across the, has made the biggest - -pact on the world in the last 100 years?"
nation awarded a ful] scholarship to Michi- :
gan State University this year. -

Her scholarship, a 2000 Alumni Distin-
guished Scholarship, will amoun¢ to $68,000
when she has completed her undergraduate
degree.

Kristin Anderson of the university’s divi- i
sion of university relations said the scholar-
ship will pay for tuition, room and board, | #
books, other academic expenses and an extra

$1,000 ; ‘ 'San crop and soil science at MSU. She will Pparticipate in programs of
“I wasn’t eXpecting to win it,” Sands said. : the Honors College in addition to academic work, Anderson said.
She said, in order to get the scholarship, she had to travel tothe  1p pigh school, Sands earned a 4.0 grade point average and par-

HIversity to take a test, wrote an essay and was interviewed over ticipated in Scholastic Bowl and was a member of the yearbook
the telephone by university officials. staff. ; .

ferent modes of transportation and how they have changed
through the last 100 years. ;

More than 1,100 students competed for this year’s scholar-
| ships, Anderson said. Only 120 semi-finalists remained after the
bl exam. :

-




THE JOURNAL—REGISTEH Medina, N.Y. Friday, June 30, 2000

ABOVE: Armond Sal-
vatore, a resident at the
Orleans County Nursing
Home, enjoys a visit
with Ruth Miller and
her goose “Tiki”’ Thurs-
day at the home in
Medina. '

LEFT: Agatha Allport,
also a resident at the
home, makes friends
with this rabbit who got
so comfortable it fell to
sleep occasionally.

J-R Photo by
Dennis Stierer
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Some 'Thoughts for J uly Gardens

By Cynthia Cowan
Extension Educator
Give your houseplants
a summer vacation:

Now is a great time to move
vour houseplants outside 'for
the summer.

Most species of houseplants

enjoy the fresh air and sun-

shine. Just place the plants out
in the shade for a day or two
and then move into the
“sunlight.

Of course, plants such as
ferns and Africau violets will
be damaged by .excessive sun,
SO you may want to leave
these under a ‘tree or an
awning.

Also your plants may be
thirstier while outside due to
the extra light and air circula-
tion. Be sure to check them
regularly, just as you would
while they are indoors.

By the end of the summer,

they will have put on an
amazing amount of new
_growth.
Mushrooms in
your lawn

I have been getting lots of
calls lately about mushroom
growth in the lawn. Due to all
the rainfall, this has certainly
been a great year for _fungi_ and
mushrooms are no exception.

Mushrooms typically grow
on decaying matter in the soil,
such as a buried stump or
root. ;

Most types of mushrooms
that you find in your lawn do
not harm the soil, and, in fact,
can help to add organic
matter.

They can be unsightly, how-

ever. If you would like to get

rid of them simply break them
up with a rake or mower.
. Hollyhock Rust
Like many older plant

species, hollyhocks seem to be
undergoing a renaissance. I for
one am happy to see this.

Hollyhocks provide vertical
interest in the garden, without
being too formal.

Like any other plant, how-
ever, hollyhocks can have dis-

ease problems. This year the .

disease I am seeing most is
hollyhock rust. ;

Rust is a fungal infection
that causes rust colored spots
or pustules to appear on the
leaves and stems of the plant.
Once the pustules have estab-
lished themselves, they
quickly manufacture spores
that spread the disease to unin-
flected areas by splashing.

The rust caused problems
for two reasons. First, the
spots prevent light from get-

ting to the leaves. Second, the .

rust fungus destroys the plant
tissue. Some infections are so

severe that the entire plant can
be covered with rust spots.

It is easier to prevent rust
that treat it. The fungal spores
overwinter on infected leaf
tissue, so it is important to cut
any infected hollyhock parts

out of the garden and dispose

of them. Overcrowding plants
will make them more suscep-

‘tible to rust.

Also, do not work around
the plants when they are wet
so that you do not inadvert-
ently spread the disease.

'One other cultural control is
to get rid of “common mal-
low” weed, which can also
harbor hollyhock rust.

JIf you decide to use chemi-
cal controls, it is important to
begin early in the season.
Chiorothalonil, mancozeb and
sulfur are all registered for use
on hollyhock rust.
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A Natural Pesticide

By Cynthia Cowan
Extension Educator

What if I told that there is a
pesticide that works only
against the type of bug that
you want to kill, ‘and doesn’t
harm bees, birds, pets or thil-
dren? This pesticide comes in
several different types, one for
mosquitoes, one for caterpil-
lars and one for beetles. This
pesticide can be used on certi-
fied organic crops, right up to
the day of harvest. So, what is
this miracle pesticide? It’s
called Bacillus thuringiensi ,
but is more commonly
referred to as Bt.

Bt is a naturally occurring
soil bacteria that works as a
pesticide in certain types of
insects. When eaten by the
larvae of these insects, Bt
spores pass into the gut where
they multiply and produce a
toxic crystalline substance
that paralyzes the larval diges-
tive system. Infected larvae
stop feeding and drop to the
ground, and decay harmlessly.

Bt is effective only in the lar-
val stage of the insect’s life
cycle.

There are several strains of

- Bt. Some strains produce mol-

ecules toxic' to caterpillars
(e.g. gypsy moth, imported
cabbageworm), beetles (e.g.
larvae of Colorado potato bee-
tle, some other leaf beetles)
and some to mosquitoes.

Bt is generally applied as a
spray on leaves or soil. The

_bacteria will not remain in the

environment long, so multiple
applications are sometimes
called for. In general, Bt and
its toxins are destroyed within
three to five days by sunlight
and microbes in the

‘environment.

Bt products are available
from your local garden center
under several trade names,
including Dipel, Thuricide and
Attack. You will have to read
the labels carefully because
the Bt package looks Just like
that a conventional insecti-
cide. Check the label for the

active ingredient. “Bacillus
thuringiensis, var. kurstaki’
works on caterpillars. If the
variety is “israelensis” it will
work in mosquitoes. Bt “San
Diego tenebrionis” works on
some beetle larvae. Make sure
that the pest you want to kill
is listed on the label of the
product. Follow the label |
instructions carefully so you
don’t waste your time or
money applying at the wrong
time for the wrong insect. |

Despite the benefits of Bt,
there are some drawbacks as
well. Because it will kill most
butterfly or moth larvae, it is
important to avoid putting it
on sensitive areas that may
serve as habitat for wanted or
endangered moths or butter-
flies. Also although Bt is vir-
tually nontoxic to humans,
you should still use care when
applying it. In rare cases, it is
possible for individuals to
develop an allergic reactions
if Bt is inhaled or rubbed into
the skin.
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By Cynthia Cowan
. Extension Educator

Although nothing beats the
taste of food seasoned with
fresh culinary herbs, some-
times the plants get a little
ahead of you. Fortunately
there are several ways to pre-
serve your herbs to keep maxi-
mum flavor while gaining
maximum storage time.

There are three basic meth-
ods for preserving herbs, some
.of which will work-better than
others on specific herbs. This
article will cover the two
major ways of preserving culi-
nary herbs:

Drying

This is the method that most
people  think of - when they
consider preserving herbs. It is
the oldest method of plant
preservation, and still one of
the easiest. If you would like
to air dry your herbs, simply

Preserving the Harvest: Herbs

wash your herbs and pat them
dry, making sure to eliminate
as much moisture as possible.
This is not essential for the
drying process, but will clean
off any dirt. Then take a small
bunch of herbs and attach a
rubber band to the stems.
Hang this bundle in a dark,
dry, well-ventilated location. a
coat hanger is a good place to
hang several bunches at once.
If flies or other insects.are .a:
concern; . cover . the bundle
with cheesecloth.

You can also use an electric
dehydrator to dry your herbs.
These are sold in department
or kitchen stores, and will
quickly dry even the fleshiest-
leafed herbs. Simply follow
the directions for the machine
you have.

My favorite method of dry-
ing herbs is the microwave,
and it works especially well

with parsley, retaining the
bright green color. For plants
with large leaves, strip the
leaves off the stem and lay
them on a microwave safe
platter or paper towel. Drying
will take from 30 seconds to a
few minutes, but check your
herbs every thirty seconds and
remove any that are crisp.
Whichever method you
choose to dry your herbs, store

-the ‘dried leaves whole in an
“opaque, sealed~container.

They will retain more of their
flavor if you crumble them
just before use. Your dried
herbs should last you through
the winter, although they will
gradually lose flavor in long
storage. ‘
: Freezing

Although it is a less com-
mon method of preserving
culinary herbs, freezing is the
best preservation method for

‘some herbs including dill,

chives and mint. The easiest
way is to fill each section of
an ice cube tray with herbs
and then fill with water. When
they are frozen, put 'in a
labeled freezer bag. When you
want to use them, defrost in a
strainer. The freezing process
preserved the flavor very well,
and it is convenient to be able
to defrost a small amount at a
time. Some herbs, however,

such as dill, are easier to

freeze while still on the stalk.
Simply bunch in a freezer bag
and pop in the freezer.

If you want to keep the best
color in your frozen herbs,
blanch them before freezing.
Then cool the leaves to room
temperature and freeze. You
will lose a bit of flavor by
blanching, so if an herb is to
g0 in a stew or soup, you may
want to choose best flavor
over best color.
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o eaen:] Years Ago #n ]
“*Betty VanderLaan of K@n- H
dall and her mule Kentucky
.Smoke winners of national
‘Versatility Hall of Fame
Award from American Don-
key and Mule Society.
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SCOUuT PROJECT BENEFITS FAIRGROUNDS —
James Phillips, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Phillips of
Medina, recently donated his hand crafted benches to Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension of Orleans County for use at
their 4-H fairgrounds. The six benches were created and
donated in fulfillment of Eagle Scout requirements for the
Boy Scouts. Here Margo Bowerman, extension educator at
Cooperative Extension, accepts the benches from Phillips.

et
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Orleans participants in the district 4-H Clothlng revue
included, clockwise from top left are Toya Torrance, Ker-
rie Walker, Amanda Vreeland, Michelle Sands, Julianne

Watts and Kelly Collazo.

Orleans hosts district

4-H clothing revue

4-Hers from around Western
New York presented in a
clothing revue held here in
Orleans County on July 12,

The 4-Hers, plus parents and
guests, were treated to a tour
of the Cobblestone Museum
complex by museum Director
Bill Lattin.

The Revue itself was held in
the Cobblestone Church and

provided 4-Hers with the
opportunity to model their
home-made and purchased
garments in front of an audi-
ence of approximately 80 peo-

ple. The Orleans County 4-H

Fair will also hold a Clothing
Revue at 7:30 p.m. on July 24
on center stage. There are 19
4-Hers scheduled to partici-

pate this year.
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Annual Orleans 4-H fair
~opens Tuesday.
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Sands earns full

a,N Yg Wednesday, July 26, 20_?3_

scholarship to

Michigan State

Theresa Sands, a June
Medina High graduate, has
received an Alumni Distin-
guished Scholarship to Michi-
gan State University.

She is the daughter of
Calvin and Patricia Sands.

LLast February, Sands was
one of more than 1,000 high
school seniors from around
the country to gather at Michi-
gan State University for the .
44th annual Alumni Distin-
guished Scholarship competi-
tion. All had earned an “A” or
better record, ranked at or near
the top of their class and
earned superior scores on the
ACT or SAT.

The culmination of the two-
day ADS weekend was a
three-hour examination, so
difficult, that in the 44 year
history of ADS no one has
ever scored as high as
90%making it a much more
selective measure among the -
more than 1,000 ADS compet-
itors than the ACT or SAT.

The scores on the ADS
exam were used to identify
about 120 semifinalists. Each
of them responded in writing
to an open-ended -question-
naire which, together with

Theresa Sands

their total high school record,
was uSed by the Scholarship
Committee to narrow the ﬁeid
to 60 finalists.

Each finalist was inter-
viewed by the committee in-
depth, after which the com-
mittee deliberated at length
before selecting the 12
Alumni Distinguished Schol-
ars, each of whom received
full tuition, room and board,
books and expenses, provid-
ing for a full four-year under-
graduate education, currently
valued at $74,000 for non-
Michigan residents.
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By Thomas R. Nally, Jr.
Executive Director
Orleans County
Cooperative Extension
As the weather gets hot and
dryer, if it ever does, be on the
lookout for these small black
insects. They are about 1/16
inch long at maturity with a
white X on their backs. -
They damage lawns by

- sucking the juices from the.

grass plant. Often their dam-
age is most evident in sunny
dry areas and in particular
sandy soils where the injury
first appears as a coppery col-
ored area closely resembling
drought or sunscald injury. A
clue that gives the chinch bugs

Chinch Bugs

away this time of year is that
- turf in sunny areas will seem

to decline where the turf
under trees will seem to be
OK. Also you will see where
the grass is killed and only
clover and other non-grass
weeds survive. This is
because chinch bugs are not in
large enough numbers yet to
cause total decline of the turf
however injured turf in sunny

dry sites will show the

damage.

The hairy chinch bug is our
common species. The adults
are black with white wings
folded over the body about

_ 1/5 inch in length. The chinch
bug passes through five.

growth stages (instars). The

first and second instars are
bright red with a white band
across the first two abdominal
segments, the third instar is
orange, the fourth orange-
brown and the fifth blackish.
Chinch bugs over winter as
adults in sheltered places,
under shrubs or along founda-
tion walls of homes. Females
lay eggs in the early summer,
and in Southeastern New York
and on Long Island where
there may be two generations
(one occurs in upstate New
York) egg laying occurs again
in late July or early August.
Chinch bug injury may be
distinguished from other pest
damage by careful examina-
tion about the crowns of the

grass plants revealing the
presence of the insects. The
outer margin -of the injured

-area is a good place to look to

find the bugs. Other methods
of detecting the presence of
the bugs include (1) water
small areas heavily and then
cover them with a white cloth
- within a short period of time,

“the bugs will crawl up the

grass blades and cling to the

“under surface  of the cloth

where they can be easily seen
by turning the cloth over; or
(2) use a large can with both
ends open, drive it into the
soil a few inches and fill with
water - adults and nymphs
should float to the surface
within 10 to 20 minates.
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Dave Reville to start as interim General
Agriculture Educator with Cooperative Extension

Thomas R. Nally, Jr.
Cooperative Extension
Association Director
Beginning August 14, Dave
Reville the Consumer Horti-

culture Educator for Wayne,

County Cornell Cooperative
‘Extension, will be assisting us
one day per week during our
search for a new General
Agriculture Educator here in
Orleans.

Dave will be with us on
Mondays each week until our
position is filled. His duties
will be to backstop office staff
and Master Gardeners on gar-
dening questions, work with
our Master Gardeners on edu-
cational opportunities and pro-
duce both the Garden Scout
news letter and this weekly
Journal Register column.

Dave has been the Execu-
tive Director, Agriculture Pro-
gram Leader and Consumer
Horticulture Educator with
Wayne County Cornell Coop-
erative’ Extension for almost
30 years and we are happy he

is willing to share his exper-
tise with us as we fill our
position.
Spots and blights
affecting area
trees and shrubs
We continue to get many
calls about spots and leaf drop
on area trees and shrubs. Keep
in mind that these problems
are favored by our warm
humid weather so we can
expect them to continue and
even increase. Further,
knowing that the fungicides
we apply for control are

. mostly protectants, we should

keep in mind that good cover-
age is the key to control. To
maintain coverage be sure
your application covers  the

entire plant and that it is

applied according to the label.

Pachysendra Leaf Blight is
an example of the many types
of diseases we are finding on
plants. It is caused by a fun-
gus and is favored by the
warm, humid conditions we
are experiencing.

Initial infection begins on
injured parts of leaves. Injury
can be from winter injury,
scale insect damage or bright
sun. The disease starts as
irregular tan to brown blotch-
es, often with concentric
lighter and darker zones with
brown margins.

As it progresses it moves to
the stems where it girdles the
stem with cankers that start as
greenish brown and water-
soaked areas that eventually
encircle the stem and cause
wilting and death of the entire
plant/

This disease spreads rapidly

Ain a bead of pachysandra and

within two weeks large areas
of dead plants can be seen.
For control, rogue and
destroy infected plants. Apply
fungicides when you first
notice the disease and con-
tinue applications according to
label -directions. Many com-
mon garden fungicides are
registered for this use.
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Leaves dropping on your crabapple?

Thomas R. Nally, Jr.

Extension Educator
Apple scab is a common
disease that attacks wild and
cultivated apple, crabapple
and apple related species. It
can cause severe leaf drop of
our ornamental crabs and

hawthorns in wet humid
weather like we are
experiencing.

Symptoms

Dull, olive green areas Vvisi-
ble on the undersides of leaves
are the first evidence of the
disease. As the lesions (in-
fected areas) become older,
they assume a definite outline
as olive-green or brown circu-
lar. spots on both sides of
leaves.

When severe infections

THE JOURNAL-

occur, infections on the fruit
stems can result in fruit drop.
Fruit may become infected at
any time in its development.
Typical fruit lesions are dis-
tinct, almost circular, rough-
surfaced, olive-green spots.
Heavily infected fruits are
usually misshapen and may
crack and drop prematurely.
Disease Management

To reduce foliage loss or
encourage new leaves to grow
applying fungicides at regular
intervals can  reduce scab
infections. The object is to
provide a protective coating
on leaves that will inactivate
any spores landing on the fruit
and foliage.

There are a number of mate-

rials registered for the control

Orleans Hlstory
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of Apple Scab. Some are for-
mulated in a general orchard
spray with other materials.
Consult the pesticide label for
application instructions and
frequency.

The proper selection of cul-
tivars can help reduce the need
to control this disease. Scab-
resistant apple cultivars are
available from most nurseries.
These apple cultivars are not
susceptible to apple scab;
therefore no fungicide applica-
tion is required to control
apple scab.

Orchard sanitation is also
important in the prevention
and spread of this disease.
Keeping the orchard floor free
of leaf litter aids in disease
control. _
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Fifty Years Ago
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‘Home Bureau of county

serving meals at 4-H Fair.
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T'he Gardener’s Column

~ By Dace Reville,
Extension Educator
Mid-August in the garden is
a busy time of the year. Now
is the time to decide on
whether your lawn should be

renovated or whether it needs

to be completely reestab-

lished. Lawns seeded at this

time of year do far better than
spring planted lawns since
moisture and cooler tempera-
tures prevail now. Contact the
Cooperative Extension office
for “details on.lawn
establishment.

Begin to plant beans, peas,
beets, spinach and endive for
a fall crop, making sure your
home vegetable garden .con-
tinues to give a yield unti
frost. Remember to pick off
tomato horaworms if a large
population threatens your
| crop.

Houseplants that were

outside for the summer should
be pinched so they will be
well branched by the time you
bring them indoors at the end
of the month.

Perennials that have finished
flowering should not be cut to
the ground as the plants still
need foliage to make their
food until frost. Keep on dead
heading the blooms on your
perennials in order to keep
them flowering and looking
well. If there is evidence of
powdery - mildew due to the
wet conditions we have been
having fungicide application

may be in order especially on -

phlox, zinnias, roses and

" lilacs. Varietal differences cer-

tainly come into play as well
and you are encouraged to use
disease resistant plants as
often as possible. Check gar-
den catalogs for flower variet-
ies and the “Cornell List of

Vegetable Varieties for Home
Garden Use in N.Y.S.” for
disease resistant varieties.
Contact the Cooperative
Extension office in Albion for
a copy.

If an excessive amount of
thatch has accumulated on
your lawn, which makes fer-
tilizer and water difficult to

.get to the root zone, use a

power rake or thatcher to
remove this layer. The lawn
will benefit from this as the
machine removes dead grass
and thatch without injuring
the good turf. 8

While we are on the topics
of turf care, prevent “lawn
mower disease” by sharpening
your mower blades at this
time especially if not done
since April. A sharp mower
blade cuts clean and does not
shred the grass plants.
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Fight the bite

By Dave Reville
Extension Educator

The recent mass media
alerts about the West Nile
Virus should make us do all
we can (o reduce the mosquito
populations around our home
and community. Pesticides are
a last resort at home due to
their temporary nature. There
are several things we need to

~ do to reduce the mosquito

buildup that revolve around
preventing their breeding.

B Dump out standing water
from containers in the yard,
especially old tires which
should have holes drilled in
them or fill them with sand.

B Clean material from
drainpipes and gutters so they
flow clear. a large build up of
mosquitos can live in standing
water in gutters.

B Keep kiddie wading
pools emptied when not in
use. Remember to backwash
your swimming pools and to

chlorinate the water. Remem-
ber to remove standing water
from pool covers.

B Encourage natural preda-
tors and stock your ornamen-
tal pond with goldfish. A pond

fountain will also reduce the

mosquitos.

M Change the water in bird
baths daily, or maybe in this
wet season, don’t use one at
all.

B To protect yourself
against a bite, cover up with
long sleeved shirts and a hat.
In the house, make sure the
doors close properly and the
screens are in tightly. Also,
when using insect repellents,
read the labels and make sure
products are not used on the
skin of small children.

B One final note is to
remember that electric bug
zappers do not help prevent
mosquito problems, they help
monitor the buildup.

i
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Cooperative Extension
guidelines available

The agriculture industry in
and around New York depend
on current information based
on research and experience.
The Cornell Guidelines (for-
merly called Recommenda-
tions) have filled that need for
more than 20 years.

These Cornell Cooperative
Extension publications pro-

vide cultural and chemical
control methods of diseases, -
weeds and insects. Integrated

Pest Management (IPM)
including how to scout, identi-
~ fication of pests, timing of
- controls and record keeping
procedures are overed. Spe-
cific tips for safely laundering
vnmso_n_m-nong:smﬁa cloth-
ing are included.

Titles in the series for 2000
are: Control of Wildlife
(147RV, $12.50), Tree Fruit
(142RFT, 8§15.00), Grapes
(142RG,
Shrubs (141RTS, $16.50),
Turfgrass (141RTG, $5.25),

Field Crops (125RFC, $6.50),

Commercial Vegetables
(142RV, $15.99). Greenhouse

$7.50), Trees and

Florist Crops (141RGFC2,
$18.50), Small Fruit (142RSF,
$10:00), Herbaceous Perenni-
als (160PMRHP, $7.35) and
Pest Management Around the
Home (139S74-1 and II,
$19.00 for the set; cultural and
chemical).

‘Revised annually, these are
useful to commercial growers,
consultants, serious gardeners
and others who want to
develop efficient and effective
practices on a farm or in a
garden.

The publications are avail-
able from the Cornell Univer-
sity Resource Center, 7 BTP,
Ithaca, N.Y. 14850. The
prices include handling and
shipping to points within the
United States. New Yorkers

-must add 8% sales tax to pro-

vide exemption. Copies of
these publications, other IPM
manuals and videos may also
be available at Cornell Coop-
erative Extension county asso-
ciation offices located
throughout New York State.
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Fall Webworm

By Dave Reville

Extension Educator
~ During late summer and
early fall, you often find that
the Fall Webworm makes
unsightly webs in the trees,
often enclosing entire
branches or groups of
branches. :

The larvae of the Fall Web-
worm feed on more than 100
species of fruit, shade and for-
est trees and are especially
noticeable during late summer
and early fall. The larvae spin
conspicuous webs enclosing
entire branches or groups of
branches. The webs are more
numerous in open locations
such as along roadsides. Lar-
vae feed inside the webs

stripping the leaves with just
the mid-vein remaining.
Damage is usually not
severe, as Fall Webworms are
seldom numerous enough to
cause total defoliation. When
they are present in large num-
bers  the .damage is-still -not-

serious because these insects

.'ﬁ*i.s-’t_t LR8I

are late season feeders and by
the time the leaves are con-
sumed the leaves have already

_performed most of their func-

tion to the plant. The web-
bing, which may persist after
leaf drop, however, is
unsightly.

The larvae are quite hairy,

and range in color from light

- buff green to near black. Both

color forms may be present in
a local area. The adults are
one of our common tiger
moths, white, sometimes with

dark spots on the wings.

There may be two broods of
the Fall Webworm each year
in some areas of New York

State. The first brood occurs *

in May but is small and often
goes unnoticed. The main

brood -occurs during July and-

5

August, and is larger than the

Eggs are laid in hair-
covered masses on the under-
sides of leaves from May to
August. The .eggs hatch and
the tiny larvae start building a
web enclosing a few leaves.
As they grow, they expand the
web covering more foliage
and thus encompassing more
food. The larvae leave the web
in the last instant, crawl down
the tree trunk or spin down
and pupate in a thin cocoon

spun in the debris at soil

—~ .

surface or just below soil
surface.

Occasionally, an outbreak
occurs on ornamental shade
trees where the webs detract
greatly from the aesthetic
value of the tree. Fall Web-
worms are usually held in
check by several different
predators and parasites. Natu-
ral controls are usually behind
the main surge of an insect
population, but they catch up
quickly and keep the insects
in check. ;

Spraying is usually not
needed as this pest occurs so
late in the season. Pruning
infested branches as long as it
does not disfigure the trees or
is extensive, can help. At all
costs, do not attempt to burn
off the webs as danger to you
and the trees will be a result.
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By Dave Reville
Extension Educator

Cooperative Extension
always receives numerous
questions at this time of year
concerning grain beetles feed-
ing on food stored flour and
grain products like bulk flour’
and bulk, dry pet foods like
birdseed.

The saw-toothed grain bee-
tle is one of the most common
insects infesting grain prod-
ucts in the home.

An infestation may begin at
the time of manufacture or
processing, in warehouses of
food distributors, in transit or
on the grocers’ shelves or in
the home. Most food proces-
sors and handlers make every
effort to avoid insect
infestations.

The adult beetles are small,
about 1/10 inch long, slender,

very flat brown beetles. Due

to the flattened shape, these
beetles are able to work their
way into packages of food that
are apparently tightly sealed.

The young larvae are whitish,
elongated grubs with brown
heads. As they mature, the

‘Grain beetles

larvae are 1/8 inch in length.

; Control

Control measures for saw
toothed grain beetles are the
same as for other stored grain
pests. Reducing the infestation
quickly can help reduce losses
of quantities of foods stored
on your Kitchen shelf and in
your pantry or garage.

Carefully examine all sus-
ceptible foods that may have
been infested. Insects may
even be found occasionally in
paper wrapped products like
cereals. If you find infested
products, discard them
immediately.

The contents from opened

r

packages should be transferred
to tightly closed plastic or
glass containers in order to
prevent infestation. This
would include cereals, pop-
corn and similar products like
bulk flour and dry pet foods. .
Remove all food containers
and utensils from infested
areas and clean thoroughly
with vacuum and soapy water.
Special attention should be
paid to cracks and corners in
cupboards where bits of food
could accumulate. The secret
in control is to not store prod-
ucts for long periods of time.
While some insecticides can
be used, it is advisable to not
choose this method of control.
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Fall like a second spring for landscape planting

By Dave Reville
Extension Educator

Given normal weather, fall
can be an ideal planting time
for trees and shrubs. Adequate
moisture and cool tempera-
tures, combined with rela-
tively warm soil, makes for
good root growth, and that
helps plants get established
before winter. The sooner
planting tasks are completed,
the better it is for the plants.

Most landscape ornamentals
can be planted in early fall.

Matching the right plant with
the planting site and local
growing conditions is a first
key step. Site characteristics
to consider include drainage
(some trees and shrubs will
tolerate soggy soil; most
won’t), exposure to sun and
prevailing wind, and soil (clay
or sand, compacted or not,
fertile or not, etc.) Plant traits
to consider are mature size
and shape since this deter-
mines proper spacing from
structures and other plants.

Other considerations ‘include

susceptibility to pests, dis-
eases and other problems as
well as ornamental character-
istics, such as the presence of
flowers, fruit and hardiness
for this area. Hardiness is cru-
cial to a plants’ survival and
marginal plants need extra
care and maintenance to sur-
vive. When in doubt, check
with a local nurseryman or the
Cornell. Cooperative Exten-
sion office at 589-5561.

At planting time, dig a hole
twice as big as the plant’s root
ball. A hole barely big enough

for the root to sit in doesn’t

give roots much room to
grow. A big hole, on the oth-
erhand, backfilled with loose
soil, makes for easy root pene-
tration and quick
establishment.

Planting depth is important
for root health. Planting too
deep may suffocate roots;
roots too near the surface may

dry out. The planting hole
- should ‘have a depth equal to

the root ball or root mass.
Before filling the hole, make
sure that plastic burlap, wire,
plastic cord, Etc. are removed
from the trunk and the
rootball.

Fill the hole gently but
~ firmly to eliminate air pockets

around the roots, but don’t
tamp around the base of the
plant as this can compact the
soil and make it difficult for
roots to grow. Settle the soil
by watering, instead, and add
more soil as needed until the

tree is firmly anchored. Use -

extra soil to build a ridge of
soil two inches high around
the margin of the hole - out-
side the root area - to create a
reservoir for watering. Before
the ground freezes remove this
ridge of soil.

Planting time is the best
time to stake and guy trees, if
necessary. Whether  a tree
needs one or two or three
stakes, depends on its size -
the bigger the tree, the more
support it needs. to prevent
damage (o the tree trunk, use
wide, soft strapping material
or padded wire to fasten the
tree to the stakes.

Mulching around the base
of the tree helps conserve soil
moisture and protects against
alternate freezing and thawing
of the soil. Mulch will also
help keep weeds down next
yoaries :

When you mulch the root
zone, do not pile wood chips,
shredded bark or whatever up
against the trunk. This makes
a hiding place for mice, which

~can severely injure or Kkill

young plants over the winter
by gnawing on the bark.

~+ Water regularly during dry

weather to promote deyelop-
ment of a sturdy root system.
Soak the soil thoroughly once
a week or so, but don’t water
so often that it remains water-
logged - roots need air as well
as water and overwatering
will kill them,
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Orleans Genealogical Society meets

ALBION — Members of the Orleans County Genealogical
Society met Oct. 8 at the Daughters of the American Revolution
Home, with Joann Baxter as guest speaker.

g% An Albion resident for several years, Mrs.
e Baxter shared her knowledge from both edu-
cation and actual research experience with
the newly-formed chapter. She gave exam-
8 ples of primary and secondary sources of
- M information, pointing out circumstances
where people may have to allow for the
unexpected. An example, she said, is people
not actually being buried, having chosen cre-
mation instead. '
T “Mother is in my living room. People

Joann Baxter |ooking for a tombstone aren’t going to find
one,” Baxter said.

She also explained the assistance of funeral directors should
not be overlooked, a place she said she obtained a great deal of
information.

In addition to her interest in genealogy, Baxter is active in the
community, serving in 4-H programs, hosting Foreign Exchange
students and working at Family Hardware. !

Although just formed this summer, Orleans County Genealog-
ical Society has more than 80 members, and others are welcome.
Online membership is also encouraged.

The next meeting will be at 7 p.m. Nov. 12 at the DAR Chap-
ter House on North Main Street. For more information, call 682-
3311 or visit their Website at
http://members.tripod.com/~ocgs/home.html.
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Extension move proposed

By Tom Rivers
Daily News Staff Writer

ALBION — Cornell Cooperative Extension
could better serve the agricultural community and
4-H youth if the Extension’s headquarters are
moved from Albion to the fairgrounds in
Knowlesville, county legislators were told this
week.

The Extension’s current home at 20 South Main
St. is 150 years old. The building is cramped, anti-
quated and energy inefficient, said Tom Nally, exec-
utive director of the Extension.

Nally said Extension leaders are seeking state and
federal grants to help build a new education center
and office complex for the Extension in

Knowlesville.

He said he hopes the new building will be open
within five years.

“Qur goal is to use that land for more than just the
fair,” said Greg Dale, president of the Extension’s
board of directors.

The week-long fair in July attracted 40,000 peo-
ple to the fairgrounds, Dale told legislators Wednes-
day. However, few people use the property the other
51 weeks during the year. Moving the Extension’s

-headquarters to the site will make sure the property

receives more visitors, he said.

Construction crews this year installed public
water lines at the fairgrounds, which makes the
property more attractive for year-round use, Dale

said.

The Trolley Building at the fairgrounds has a
satellite link and is used for occasional conferences
for the agricultural community and other service
organizations. The technology that already exists at
the Trolley Building could be better utilized if an
education center was developed, Nally said.

The center may be needed to ensure agriculture’s
future in the county, Nally said. The center would
allow the Extension to bolster its youth programs,
which may entice teen-agers to pursue farming as
adults. Also, while the agricultural community cur-
rently struggles, particularly apple growers, and
education center could provide them with knowl-
edge during difficult economic times, he said.
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A few of the partlr:lpants of the September So Sew Saturday mclude 2
from left, Samantha Kirby, Emily Dodson, Aimee Shortridge and Mar-
lene Selelstad mstructor

A

4-H So Sew Saturdayi
deemed a success

The first So Sew Saturday
was held Sept. 16. Several 4-H
leaders and members were in
attendance and a great time
was had by all.

The participants completed
a holiday ornament and
learned several simple sewing
techniques.

Sew So Saturdays are held
regularly on the second Satur-
day of each month.

The next project, displayed
in the photo, is a holiday wall
hanging. The goal for each
class is to start and finish a

project. Participants will be
able to take the ﬁnlsheql prod-
uct home. "
The next class is scheduled
from 2-4 p.m. Oct. 14 in the
Extension Center basement;
20 South Main St,, Albion. ¥
Everyone is invited ta
attend Sew So Saturd::
There is no fee for the classes;
Please bring $2 to cover the
cost of materials. !
If you have any questloné
please call Marlene Seielstad,
4-H program aSSIStant at
589-5561. | : :-
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Head, heart, hands, health

‘Learning by doing’ takes 4-H into the new century

Its roots are in education, especially educa-
tion for youngsters in rural areas. A century
later, 4-H continues to enrich the lives of young
people, taking the vast resources of
land-grant universities like Cornell
to communities everywhere.

This is National 4-H Week, a good
time to salute a program that well
serves many in Genesee, Wyoming and Orleans

counties.

Statewide, 27,349 young people were mem-
bers of 2,768 clubs, according to Cornell Coop-
erative Extension. Add in youngsters who par-
ticipated in special interest, school enrichment
and other programs and you find that 362,986
New York State youths in grades K-12 partici-
pated in what used to be thought of a club for

farm kids.

In fact, however, most 4-H’ers live in towns
and small cities up to 50,000 in population.
Only about 7 percent live on farms.

The old farm-related programs are still there
— a walk through the grounds at any county
fair shows youngsters still enjoy raising cows

sophisticated, perhaps, involving nutrition,
marketing, genetics and records management.

Likewise, the formerly simple projects in
sewing, baking and gardening have evolved
into projects that teach lessons about textiles,
chemistry, conservation, meteorology, photog-
raphy, human nutrition, child care and a wide
range of other areas.

The story last week of Jackpot, the dog res-
cued from an animal shelter who progressed
through 4-H dog training to a championship, is
Jjust one example of what 4-H’ers can do.

That the organization is well run is evident in
the quality of the projects on display at fairs
every year. The projects these youngsters do go
far beyond arts and crafts. Even the youngest
Clover Buds display impressive work.

The organization works through volunteer
leaders, both youth and adult, with support from
Cornell University. Its close ties to formal edu-
cation make it unique among youth organiza-
tions, and have allowed it to expand to meet
changing needs of young people. Its enthusias-
tic volunteers and youngsters have allowed it to
be as much fun as it is educational.

N

and chickens and pigs. The projects are more

The Gardener’s Column

If you notice that old leaves
or needles on your evergreens
-turn yellow and then brown,
do not become alarmed. Ever-
greens remain green through-
out the year because they do
not lose all of their foliage at
one time. Leaf time ranges
from one to six years, depend-
ing on the species of plant.
New leaves or needles are
produced each year and some
of the old inside ones die and
fall to the ground. Usually
annual leaf or needle drop

« -
Evergreens lose their leaves, too

goes unnoticed because new
leaves or needles conceal old
inside foliage that has turned
yellow and brown.

It may be very noticeable,
however, depending on the
past and current growing sea-
sons. During a rainy summer
most plants put on a heavy
growth of foliage. If the fol-
lowing summer is dry there
will be light growth, which
willnot hide or.camouflage
old yellowing leaves.

Among evergreens that

drop one year old leaves or
needles are laurel, holly, white
pine and arborvitae. Trees
that retain green needles from
three to five years or moresare
spruce, fir, hemlock, yew
(Taxus) and the pines, which
have two or three needles in a
cluster.

On the pines, in fact on
most needle bearing conifers,
old needles drop off in the fall
of the year. But holly leaves
drop offin the spring or early
summer about the time new

JBurnal-Register
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foliage covers the ends of
branches.

A year or two after ever-
greens are transplanted,
effects of normal leaf or nee-
dle drop may be more strik-
ing. Those planted in wet or |
poorly drained soils will often
show an abnormal amount of
leaf yellowing on inside
branches. If you do not water
transplanted trees during a
dry summer, leaf or needle
drop may be earlier and more
severe than normal. ;
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Several popular Cornell
Cooperative Extension publi-
cations are especially useful in
the fall season.

Venison: Boning, Freezing
and Cooking (147599, $3.25),
shows exactly how to prepare
the meat for storage in a
freezer. Bone removal
improves the quality of the
meat. Tips on preparing and
cooking venison are included.

Reducing Deer Damage To
Home Garden Plantings
(147DD, $3.75) provides infor-
mation on practical proven
deer damage management
programs.

Resistance Of Woody Orna-
mental Plants to Deer Damage
(147HGGFS800, $2), lists
which plants deer prefer to
eat and which they avoid eat-
ing. You can plan landscaping

depending on your goal: more
or less deer in your yard.

Wildlife Damage Manage-
ment In Fruit Orchards
(1471B236, $5.50), reviews the
problems and discusses meth-
ods of protecting plants. It
also covers experimental tech-
niques to control damage.
This 28-page bulletin tells
how to manage damage by
deer, coles, woodchucks, rab-
bits and birds.

Pest Management Guide For
Control Of Wildlife 2000
(147RV, $11.50) gives specific
methods for controlling dam-
age by deer, birds, raccoons,
rabbits, voles, woodchucks,
rodents and bats.

Also available are videos on
white-tailed deer that provide
background and issue infor-
mation on growing herds. Call
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Cornell Cooperative Extension
lists useful publications for fall

Audiovisual Librarian Rich
Gray at 607-255-2090 for
ordering information for ‘Sub-
urban Deer Management’ and
‘Whitetails At The Cross-
roads’ as well as a new techni-
cal manual on white-tail deer. :

These are available from
the Cornell University
Resources Center, 7 BTP, Ith-
aca, N.Y. 14850. Prices include
shipping and handling within
the U.S. New Yorkers, please
add 8% sales tax or proof of
exemption.

These titles may also be
available at Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension offices located
throughout New York State
and are on the
website<http://
www.cce.Cornell.edu/
publications/catalog.html>
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Orleans 4-H Clubs represented at forum

members from 4-H Clubs in Orleans County recent-
lys:t‘t,:;:llled the Northeast Regional 4-H Volunteer Forum in
r‘ . .
R?\?I}:)(:Ztihan 375 delegates from 13 states and the District of
Columbia attended. Representing Orleans County were
Pauline Lanning, Jane Read, Linda_Doherty, Laura Shortridge,
Janice Giltner, Nancy Walker, Dottie DuSett and J oann Baxter.
Training included “Agriculture in the (Elassrfz?m, Des,lgr:—
ing a Web Page,” “Sewing wflgla le;;t?cet ar;?erer:;H as Toast-
.’ These were some 0 subjects o 3
ma;:lt:éSRerIa}cll, leader of the Barre Bunch 4-H Club, taugh‘;
“Nature’s Body Shop.” Participants prepared natural _baset
cosmetics, lip salve, hand lotion, skin softeners and 1:113§c
repellent wipes. She was assisted by Joann Baxter anJ er
daughter Kathleen LaFarann and granddaughters Jessie

LaFaranna and Ashley Morrison.

Lake Country Pennysaver October 22, 2000
——— e ———

I

Orleans County 4-H Fair Awarded

On October 7" & 8™ Orleans County Fair
Manager, Walter Batt and Assistant Fair Manager,
Clarence Preston attended the annual New York State
Fair Managers Convention, They attended many
meetings to discuss fair operation and learn new
innovation and ways to improve the great family
events Orleans County 4-H Fair is so proud of. On'e
of the events entered was the advertising competi-
tion. Of fourteen entries in the advertising competi-
tion we were awarded 4™ place for our advertising
insert from the Lake Country Pennysaver. This was
the first time a County youth fair had entered in this
competition and placed. The 4-H Fair Boa}rd looks
forward to another great year in 2001 with many
new ideas as well as our “old favorites™ to entertain
and enlighten all of our friends and families.

- THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2000 THE JOURN AL-REGISTER

I'he Gardener’s Column

Time to start a compost pile

By Dave Reville
For The Journal-Register

Fall is a perfect time to start

a backyard-compesting pro-
gram because the raw material
for compost is abundant.

Fallen leaves, grass clip-
pings, weeds, spent vines,
other semi-rotted garden
refuse, including all of those
green tomatoes, and all of the
annual crops that are finished,
provide the main component
of compost. The other ingredi-
ents are soil, air and water.

. For many people the com-
post pile is never finished
because we keep adding
kitchen scraps and other
refuse as it accumulates in the

home environment. This is
fine if the objective is to sim-
ply get rid of biodegradable
garbage in an environmentally
sound manner. If the objective
is to produce some high qual-
ity finished compost for use in
the garden and landscape,
then the compost pile should
be constructed in a slightly
different fashion or multiple
piles should be created.

The basic principle of com-
posting is to combine six to
eight inch layers of organic
matter with one inch layers of
soil in between, plus some
sort of fertilizer such as
manure or even a few hand-
fuls of 5-10-5 every other layer
or so. It is not necessary to be

precise. Essentially, all organic
matter will eventually rot. The
trick is to accelerate the pro-
cess in order to provide fin-
ished compost in a reasonable
amount of time,

The secret to quick com-
posting is to shred the materi-
als as finely as possible and
keep the pile slightly wet and
constantly aerated. Bulky or
coarse residues such as corn
or sunflower stalks may take
years to compost of left intact,
but the same cornstalks will
break down in weeks if they
are first shredded.

Contact Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension for sample
compost bin fact sheets.
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Orleans Extension has sewing class

The goal for each class
is to start and finish a pro-

Lifestyles
ALBION — The
Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative  Extension

has scheduled a sewing
class on Saturday.

The class, part of Exten-
sion’s So Sew Saturday
series, is scheduled from 2
to 4 p.m. in the Cornell
Cooperative  Extension
Center basement, 20
South Main St.

Classes are scheduled
the second Saturday of

| each month.

ject. Participants will be
able to take the finished
product home.

Saturday’s project is a
holiday wall hanging.

A $2 fee is charged to
cover the cost of materi-
als. :

For more information,
call Marlene Seielstad, 4-
H. Program Assistant, at
589-5561. ;

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2000

MEDIA 3 9Towh L iy Y
~4-H club plans events’

The 4-H HORSE. Club
met recently to discuss up-

and-coming events such as.
Achievement Night, which '
will be at 6 p.m. Oct. 26.

Other projects and activities |

also were discussed.

The next meeting will be
Oct.22. ’

THE JOURNAL-REGISTER
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ROCHESTER
Orleans 4-H
members at
volunteer
forum

. “4-H Takes You Places” was
the theme of the Northeast
Regional 4-H  Volunteer
Forum 2000. The delegates
attending the Forum returned
with programs and informa-
tion to enrich the lives of
youth in our communities.

Representing Orleans
County were Pauline Lanning,
Jane Read, Linda Doherety,
Laura Shortridge, Janice Gilt-
ner, ' Nancy Walker, Dottie
DuSett and Joann Baxter.
Margo A. Bowerman (Exten-
sion Educator, 4-H Youth
Development) joined the
organization for the Banquet
and wrap-up Oct. 7.

Training included Agricul-
ture in the Classroom, Design-
ing a Web Page, Sewing with
Fleece, and 4-H as Toastmas-
ters. The above were part of
50 subjects offered.

Jane Read, leader of Barrie
Bunch 4-H Club, taught “Na-
ture’s Body Shop.” Partici-
pants prepared natural based
cosmetics, lip salve, hand
lotion skin softeners and
insect repellent wipes. Jane
was assisted by Joann Baxter;
and her daughter, Kathleen
LaFaranna; and granddaugh-
ters, Jessie LaFaranna . and
Ashley Morrison.

Thirteen states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia sent 385 del-
egates. This year’s Forum was
hosted by New York State and
conducted in Rochester. For
information  regarding the
forum programs, call Cooper-
ative Extension at 589-5561.
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The Gardeners Column

Summer ﬂoWering bulbs need fall storage care

By Dave Reville
Extension Educator

Summer flowering bulbs
offer a splendid assortment of
colors and textures to any gar-
den, but require special care at
season’s end. It is important
that these bulbs be dug up and
stored as follows.

Canna - Cut plant stems
after the first light frost and
dig up rhizome clumps. Allow
them to dry and store them
surrounded with soil in a
damp cellar ‘away from frost,

Peat moss can also be used as

a medium to store them in and
will  reduce dehydration
damage.

Gloxinia - As leaves yellow
this fall withhold water and
allow bulbs to dry. Store the
potted bulbs in a cool dry area
at 50 degrees Fahrenheit. Re-
. pot the bulbs in fresh soil next
spring to start the growing
season.

Begonia - When leaves turn
yellow dig tubers and store
them with soil around them in
a cool dry place away from
frost. Potted tubers can

remain in pots during storage
but should receive fresh soil
next spring for optimum
results.

Gladiolus - Gladiolus corms
should be dug before a hard
frost. Corms should be dug six
to eight weeks after flowering
to allow enough time for
plants to store up nutrients
and prepare for dormancy
next year. Loosen the soil
underneath the plant and gen-
tly pull up the plant by the
tops. Break off the tops close
to the corms. Remove all soil
and roots, and place in a shal-
low tray with screen bottoms
to provide air circulation.
Glad corms can be cured by
placing in bright sunlight for a
few days. Then place in a
warm, well-ventilated loca-
tion for three weeks. This pro-
cess helps to hasten curing
and hinders the development
of disease. After curing, break
off and discard corms, keep-
ing only the new ones. These
new corms should be kept at
35-40 degrees Fahrenheit with
proper air circulation until

next season.

Dahlia - Dahlias need to be
handled gently during digging
to protect the very delicate
tubers. A few days after frost
has destroyed the foliage, dig
well enough away from the
base of the plant so as not to
disrupt the root system. This
is best done when the soil is
not too wet or too dry. Gently
shake most of the soil from"
the tubers and leave them in
the sun for several hours to
dry. Store undivided or cut,
packed carefully in flats, boxes
or bushel baskets covered
with vermiculite or sawdust to
prevent shriveling during stor- '
age. Place in the coolest part
of the cellar and maintain a 40
degree temperature. A cover-
ing of newspaper will help

maintain temperature and |
prevent warm air from reach-
ing the tubers.

Remember: It is important

_ to never use or store diseased

or infected plant materials.
These should be discarded or
destroyed immediately and
not composed.




Exceptions to the rule are
the early blooming spring

shrubs that should be pruned

after they flower.

to prune is in March when
ants are dormant.

do a general pruning, and wait
for spring when the best time

.Y. Thursday, September 28, 2000

at freezes off, again

“wounding” the tree, espe-
cially if it was heavily pruned

in the fall. ‘
In the fall, gardeners can

Pruning in the fall makes
clean out broken branches, but
they should resist the urge to

new tissue more slowly than pl
plants susceptible to cold tem-

they so in early spring, which

be able to quickly produce tis-
is the best time to prune.

the plant. To do this, it must
sue. In the fall, plants produce
perature damage. And if there
is prolonged winter thaw, the
., plant may produce new

The Gardener’s Column

Fall is not a good time to prune plants

By Dave Reville
Extension Educator
Now that the weather has
cooled, most people think this

is the best time to finish prun-
for winter dormancy growth th

THE JOURNAL-REGISTER Medina, N

‘When you prune a tree or
shrub, you wound it. The tree
| or shrub heals the wound by

right time to prune in most
cases. In the fall, plants are

getting ready to go dormant.
and they are less able to resist

ing tasks but fall is not the
Less daylight and reduced
heat encourages them to get
the stress of pruning.

ready
. sealing it off from the rest of

Journal-Register

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2000

The Gardener’s Column

A

Finalizing your season’s chores

By Dave Revilie
For The Journal-Register
Winter’s frosty nights are

ahead. Find an easy chair and
relax for a while making a list

of all chores which need to be

done before winter setsin.-*

“Use this article to start with
an add your own thoughts to
it.

Bring houseplants back
indoors from their summer
vacation and cover tomato.

. plants with tarps or blankets if
.you haven’t already to protect
from frost. Tomato vines can
be hung in cellars to continue
ripening or spread over a dry

surface. Flowering annuals
will continue blooming
through fall if protected from
frost.

As you fire up the wood
burning stove this month keep
in mind that heating your
home also dries out your
plants. Watch for desiccation
and place planters on trays
filled with gravel and water to
maintain moisture.

‘Garden clean up should be -
one of your priorities for this
month. Diseases, bacteria,
fungi and insects will over-
winter underneath and inside
remaining plant debris caus-
ing problems next year.
Woody stems of dead plants
are favorite sites for overwin-
tering eggs. Pull up roots of
annuals, rake up and remove
all unwanted plant debris and
destroy compost.

Cut off peony tops and
destroy leaves and stems to
prevent Botrytis from over-
wintering and infesting new
growth the following spring.

If you have run out of refrig-
erator or freezer space for
storage items you might con-
sider trying a conventional
storage pit or cold cellar.
Remember not to store fruits
and vegetables in the same
area or the ethylene released
from the fruits will speed up
the aging process and prema-
turely decompose your vege-
tables. This technique how-

- age this'winter. Hardware _

ever can be helpful in ripen-
ing green tomatoes.

. In addition to garden
cleanup in your fruit planting
you may want to place tree
guards around your fruit trees
to protect against rodent dam-

cloth at least two feetin "
height and set into the ground
to avoid digging works well.
Be sure to place guards with a
wide enough diameter to
allow for several years’ worth
of growth. If you had a prob-
lem with peach leaf curl this
year, start your control pro-
gram early by applying a com-
mercially prepared dormant
spray mix containing copper
such as lime sulfur. The tree
should be dormant before

* such a spray is applied.

Blueberries can be planted
in the fall. Use mulch to mini-
mize heaving of the soil over
winter. Do some research on
what varieties do best in our
neck of the woods, not all
types need very acid soil.

Strawberries can be cov-
ered with straw mulch as
soon as three nights below 20
degrees F have passed.

There is still time to adjust
pH if there is a need. Remem-
ber fall application will allow
the sulfur or lime to adjust the
soil chemistry in time for next |
year’s growing season. Test
kits for pH are available
through the Cooperative
Extension office.

Garlic is best when planted
in the fall. Fertilize the area
before planting.

Dig up summer flowering
bulbs for winter storage
before the ground freezes.
Store dahlias upside down in«
a cool cellar. Cannas should
be stored with soil protec-
tively covering the roots.
Make sure to label all roots
for easy identification in the
spring. There is still plenty of
time to plant spring bulbs if
you haven’t yet.

Now is the time to set daffo-
dil bulbs for forced blooming
at Thanksgiving.
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Marking Coopérative

Extension Week x

For nearly a century,
Orleans  County  Cornell
Cooperative Extension has
built partnerships with the
people of Orleans County to
apply trusted knowledge and
expertise to the issues they
face in their life, work and
community.

Events like kids growing up,
new people joining the com-
munity, changing jobs and
new technology are ongoing.
These shifts in everyday activ-
ities and events make Cornell
Cooperative Extension impor-
tant to the community. Coop-
erative Extension meets the
changing needs of the resi-
dents of Orleans County -
individuals, families, busi-
nesses and communities -
through education, collabora-
tion and partnerships, states
Association Director Thomas
Nally.

Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion’s mission to to enable
people to improve their lives
and communities through
partnerships that put experi-
ence and research knowledge
to work. That means that
together people and staff
determine which issues are of
greatest concern and can be
addressed through research-
based knowledge and experi-
ence, he said.

“Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion connects to the commu-
nity in many ways. We con-
nect with other Cornell
Cooperative Extension Asso-
ciations and Cornell Univer-
sity to deliver programming
and outreach around five ini-
areas,” said Nally.
“First, we empower individu-
als and enterprises in agricul-
ture and food systems to
thrive; develop the compe-
tence and character of youth

s and adults in families and

communities; improve the
quality and sustainability of

‘When an event

human environments and nat-
ural resources; improve the
health, nutrition and safety of
communities and individuals
and strengthen the economic
and social vitality of commu-
nities. Second we look ahéad.
Local communities including
this one are exploring ways
we can provide the quality of
life and economic security
each person desires. Third we
connect learners with educa-
tional resources that may
come from within our com-
munity or at a location half-
way around the world. Fourth
we provide resources (via
technology. The internet, sat-
ellite and video presentations
are common OcCcurrences.
happens
within hours Cornell Cooper-
ative Extension can respond.
The most recent example is
our timely responde related to
the West nile Virus. With
experts on the Cornell cam-
pus. we can share the latest
research and engage people in
determining what can be done
locally. Lastly, we give people
the tools they need to find
their own solutions. Knowl-
edge provides insight and
offers direction. Individuals
and groups engage in critical
thinking to determine what is
best for their situation. What
works in one setting does not
become a recipe for others.
Rather, gathering ‘best prac-
tices’ informs
decision-making.”

“Become involved and 1ok
to Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension as we
move into the next century,”
added Nally. “Sept. 30 - Oct. 7
is Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion Week and National 4-H
Week. We invite you to learn
more about the organization
and how you too can help us
put experience and research
knowledge to work.”
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Reviving history

Joel Dent, left, a painter with Panek Coatings, and Bill Logan, facilitation manager at Cornell
Cooperative Extension, spruce up the historic office in Albion. (J-R Photo by James Neiss)
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Winning ways
Sally Driesel of Lyndonville, left, and
Dorothy Dresser of Millville show off
ribbons they won at the New York State
Fair in Syracuse for exhibiting sheep.
Dorothy won the Novice Showmanship
Reserve with her mature Cheviot ewe
and finished third with her Cheviot
junior ram lamb. Sally was eighth in
i Senior Showmanship and seventh in
“medium market weight class. She also
participated in the Sheep Quiz Bowl and
the Livestock Knowledge Contest.

THE JOURNAL—REGESTEH Medlm, N. Y Tuesday, September 19, 2000

Orleans History

b
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ervisors being sought for
tg%ug 86 4-H Livestock

Program.
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Orleans County
4-H Holiday Faire

From 6:30-8:30 p.m. Dec. 1
‘there will be exhibits accepted
at the Trolley Building at the
4-H fairgrounds. Exhibits will |
be evaluated Saturday morn- |
ing before the Holiday Faire.

Exhibitors may enter two
articles per class.

Holiday Fair Classes are as
follows: -

Class 1 - - Homemade gift,
Class 2 - Holiday food, Class 3
- Centerpiece, Class 4 - Door
~ decorations, Class 5 - Wall
hanging, Class 6 - Toy, Class 7,
- Tree ornament (w/hanger),
Class 8 - Gift wrapped pack-
age, Class 9 - Holiday card,
Class 10 - Fresh cut ever-|
greens,  Class, 1l =
Miscellaneous. ;

Dec. 2 is the Holiday Faire
from 1;'4 pg; at the ’I‘rolley
Buildine.

4-H clubs will be demon-
strating various ~crafts and
foods (hands-on experience
for youth to make holiday |
ifts).
5 Santa Claus wﬂl be ;heli;: 1*7
his sleigh to accept ish. 3
and Carols will be ,,:fg
throughout the afternoon.
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Cooperative Extension emphasizes the
importance of snowmobiling responsibility

By Margo Bowerman
Extension Educator
As the snow season is upon
us and people begin tuning up
their snowmobiles, the
National 4-H Off Highway
Vehicle Vision Team reminds
enthusiasts of their responsi-
bilities to the sport and recre-
ation of snowmobiling.
The miss of the Vision
Team is to pursue the next
generation of Off Highway
Vehicle enthusiasts who are
committed to our sport and
take pride in it. They promote

the benefits and fun of the
sport among youth within a
context that emphasizes
safety and environmental
awareness.

Paul Ehlers writesall people
who ride snowmobiles have a
certain responsibility to keep-
ing all of the nonriders friends
with the riders. To do this,
there are a few simple ethics
to follow. In these ethics is a
look at safety, courtesy and
environmental practices to
keep the whole population
happy with snowmobiles.”

Those ethics include:
B Be a good sports enthusiast.
People judge all snowmobilers
by their actions.
B Do not litter on trails, or in
camping areas, and do not pol-

. lute streams or lakes.
B Do not damage living trees,

shrubs or any other natural
living features. Try to go out
of your way to find sufficient

snow so that you don’t dam-

age the land.
B Respect other people’s
property and rights.

H Help others when you can.

B Make yourself and your
vehicle available to search
and rescue teams, if needed.

B Do not interfere or harass
others using the trails. They
have a right to property.

B Know and obey all federal,
state and local laws and
inform public officials when
using public lands.

B Do not harass wildlife and
avoid posted areas for the
protection of wildlife.

H Stay on marked trails. Do
not go where snowmobiles
are prohibited.
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A Visitor at the Bird Feeder

An interesting discovery happened last week! A friend
from Kendall called to say there was an interesting bird
in her yard that didn’t appear in her bird book. Could
we help her to identify it? She had watched it for several
days and was able to give a detailed description of body,
head, and beak size and shape, feather colors, and the
unusual markings of red legs, a red ring around it’s eyes,
and dark bars on the lower wings. This was a largish
bird but not as big as a pheasant. She had also noted
some of its flight and eating habits and commented that
it looked ‘rather exotic!’

The search was on! A confirmed identification
ultimately resulted with a ‘Chukar,’ a pheasant family
bird native to the mountains of the Northwestern United
States. “Dan,” as he is affectionately called, was
identified. Now our friend had a better idea what feed to
put out to keep him healthy. He should do fine since he
is native to our type of environment, :

It’s always fun to pull out the books and binoculars to
watch the feeder on snowy days. We don’t often run
into such unusual species on which to practice the
identification process! When trying to identify an
unfamiliar bird note the size and shape of head, beak,
and tail, body color patterns, and behavioral items like
feeding and flight. Remember that many birds migrate
into our area from northern climates during this time so
some sightings may only be for winter visitors.

Monitoring a specific kind of feeder will allow you to
narrow the scope of initial bird species to learn. Suet is
the choice feeder supply if you are interested in drawing
in woodpeckers, nuthatch, chickadee, and tufted
titmouse. Several of these birds will feed in an upside
down position so if you have had bird feeder problems
with squirrels, starlings, or suet melt, hang the suet with
a protective cover with the exposed portion facing down.

Both Downy and Hairy woodpeckers will come to a suet
feeder and will also eat sunflower seeds, fruit, peanut
butter, and sometimes cheese. Their main food is insects
and can be seen in summer working up and down a
damaged tree, looking under the bark edges for a meal.
They look similar to each other in coloring but not size.
The Hairy is a much larger bird averaging over seven
inches long to the Downy’s average five inches. Both
male and female of each have white chests and strong
black and white bar markings. The male of both has a
red band across the nape of his neck but the male Hairy
has a much broader red band than the Downy.

In future articles I’ll describe other birds that you may
see at your feeder and landscape plants that will draw
some interesting bird visitors all year long. If you run
into a plant or animal question or problem that you can’t
quite solve, please, take some notes and give the
cooperative extension a call at 589-5561. We have
some additional resources that can help you identify
vour visitors!
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Here’s the beef
Chris Driesel of Lyndonville shows off his junior yearling
“Babe,” which placed fourth in the breed class at the Beef |
Expo Oct. 21 and 22 in Syracuse. Chris also participated |
in a no-fit showmanship class, where he finished sev-
enth. He was 11th in the fitting showmanship class, sixth
in cattle juding and 10th in the practical test. He was also |
able to attend seminars on new ways to breed cattle and
is looking forward to attending next fall’s event..
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The Gardener’s Column

Uncertainty Elsewhere

By Rochelle Smith

Extension Educator
Uncertainty about informa-
tion can affect people in dif-
ferent ways. Are you fasci-
nated by the continuing
evolution of the hand count in

Florida or are you tired of

hearing about it? This intense

feeling of lack of resolution to
‘ this month’s presidential elec-

tion has different affects on
different people, without
regard to their personal
choice for president.

I am fortunate in that I work
in a general environment that
can have a great deal of cer-
tainty associated with it, or at
the least, a larger group to
work with on the tough ques-
tions. The Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension uses a large
variety of resources to
develop recommendations for
agricultural, residential and
commercial care of plants and
. animals. I regularly use these
recommendations to identify
or confirm an insect or disease
problem in a plant. Other
forms of ‘The Recommends,
as they are often called,
address controlling weeds,
pest problems in greenhouses,
fruit tree, vegetable or field
crop issues. There is even a
book dedicated to cultural
practice - non pesticide - for
care and control of a large
variety of household pests and
landscape problems! Each
book has it’s own specialty so
if turf grass insects isn’t the
problem we: don’t have to
wade through extra pages.

The two most reassuring
points of using ‘The Recom-
mends’ are (1) someone had
already taken the time to
really study the problem and
check to see if these products
work; and (2) ‘The Recom-
mends’ is for New York State!
the products are available
here and really do what the
book says!

- Take ‘apple scab’ for exam-
ple. This is a disease that
effects the leaves and fruit of
apples, crabapples and several
other trees in the same family.
The Recommends. can give
you cultural information
about reducing the scab
spores in the area by leaf and
fruit removal; pruning infor-
mation for timing to thin the
trees and increase air circula-
tion; and a list of resistant
varieties to plant. It can also
give you a list of products that
are available over the counter

for homeowner treatment of

susceptible varieties. I have
additional recommendations
if you are a commercial treat-
ment and care provider or if
you are a production farmer!
Each of these is custom tai-
lored to fit your usage needs
so yowre receiving informa-
tion that you can use. Each
also comes with the certainty
of Cornell University testing.

So, if you run into a plant or
animal question or problem
that you can’t quite solve,
please give the Cooperative
Extension a call at 589-5561. I'll
help you with an answer that
has research behind it!
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4-H holds
' Grown in
'N.Y. Contest

I The 4-H Grown in New
I York Contest was held Oct. 21
~at the Orleans County
Fairgrounds.

Participants included
Heather Carr, Chelsie CIiff,
Mitchell Fannin and Rachel
Preston in the Junior Division
along with Amie Collazo,
Kelly Collazo, Andrea Mar-
ciszewski, Scott Marciszewski,
Michelle  Sands, Amanda |
Vreeland and Kerrie Walker
in the Senior Division.

Each of the contestants pre-
sented a silent food demon-
stration featuring a recipe
with ingredients that were
- produced in New York State.

After being judged on dem-
onstration skills, as well as, the
taste and nutritional value of
the finished product, the top
three contestants in each divi-
sion were presented monetary
awards sponsored by the
Orleans County 4-H Leader’s
Association. :

Winners in the Junior Divi-
sion were: 1st place - Rachel
Preston, 2nd - Mitchell Fannin
and 3rd - Chelsie Cliff.

Winners in the Senior Divi-
sion were: Ist - Michelle
Sands, 2nd - Scott Marcisze-
wski and 3rd - Kerrie Walker.

Recipe books containing all
of the recipes used are avail-
able through the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension for 50 cents or can
be mailed to the public, for
$1.10. Please contact the office
at 589-5561 to order your copy.

-
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New 4-H club earns honors

4._...1--—

The annual Orleans County 4-H Achievement Night was held recently. Attending the banquet were many - :
4-H clubs of Orleans County including the Bam Buddies, a new 4-H club last year. The Barn Buddies were
proud to display their newly made club banner and to bring home the best new club award. Shown here with.
the banner are, from left, Hans Rosentreter, Liz Silkowski, Stephanle Boyle and Ashley Boyle. i
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The Gardener’s Column

The grass can really be greener

By Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator

This is another gorgeous
November day, there is some
sun and it is reasonably warm.
Days like today make people
want to get out into their
yards, maybe do some clean
up or even finish a loose end
on a project or two.

Since the trees have turned
and dropped most of their
leaves and the gardens don’t
have any color, lawns become
a topic of interest. At this time
of year we receive many calls
to the cooperative extension
office specifically about lawns
and what can still be done.
The general answer to that
usually  starts with ‘It
depends!

Mid to late November is an
excellent time to do that last
winterizer fertilizer. By now
grass plants have Treally
slowed leave blade growth
but, are still developing root
systems. In fact, if you choose
to do only one thing to your
lawn every year - apply late
fall winterizer fertilizer. The
development of root systems
now and in early spring will
generate healthier grass plants
and increase blade density

throughout the lawn which
can ‘push out’ weeds.

Since we have had some
warm November days your
lawn may be on the long side,
maybe even over three inches
tall. Now is a great time to
give that lawn one last cut. If
there is a fairly light leaf coy-
er, it is OK to also mow:. right
over the leaves. Heavy leaf
cover can smother the grass
plants. This is where you
really only see leaves and not

“much lawn, so, removal of

heavy leaf cover before mow-
ing in late fall is recommend-
ed. Leaving your lawn long,
over three inches tall, can pro-
vide the right conditions for
several turf diseases that
develop under snow cover.
Two snow mold diseases pre-
fer long, lush grass blades

under snow cover in their -

development and will produce
gray or pink-ish dead areas
throughout the lawn.

Were you planning on
spreading lime on your lawn?
Wait and get a soil test first.
Annual lime treatment was
common practice in the last
but, research has found that
unnecessary liming can cause
thin lawn density and increase

weeds. The Cooperative
Extension will be holding soil
test clinics this spring to test
for pH. This will tell you if

you need lime, sulfur or no

adjustment at all.

Qur oversight temperatures
have been too cold to start
new grass seed this Novem-
ber. Fall is usually an excel-
lent time to start a new lawn
because we typically have
even soil moisture and the
grasses can get established in -
the time allowed, but not the
weeds. This fall we have had
frequent frosty nights so, any
areas that still need seedling
should be covered with leaves
to reduce soil compaction and
erosion. Wait until spring to
seed those areas. -

A little, light fall care can
give your lawn a jump-start
for next season in health, den-
sity and color. You can have a
greener lawn with less labor
next season. i

Call Rochelle, the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension Horticulture and
Agriculture Educator at 589-
5561 if you have additiona%
questions or have a club or
group with a special interest. *1
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Orleans 4-H’ers receive honors

More than 150 Orleans
County 4-H’ers and their fam-
ilies gathered Oct. 26 at the 4-
H Fairgrounds to celebrate
their achievements in 4-H for
the past year.

Presiding over the ceremony
were the 2000 Fair King and
Queen, Vincent Flow of Hol-
ley and Julianne Watts of Med-
ina. Among the many accom-
plishments celebrated, project
records were one of the promi-
nent accomplishments.

Project records are used as a
tool by 4-H to teach life skills
such as responsibility, record
keeping, observation and note-
taking.

Project record champions
for the past year were:

B Food and Nutrition Records:
Amie Collazo, Kelly Collazo, Toya
Torrance and Julianne Watts

B Clothing and Textile Records:
Julianne Watts, Kerrie Walker, Toya
Torrance and Amie Collazo.

B Crafts Records: Amie Collazo,
Kelly Collazo, Toya Torrance and
Julianne Watts

B Food/Breads Records: Julianne
Watts

B Woodworking Records: Kelly

Collazo, Amie Collazo and Toya Tor-

rance

B Photography Records: Julianne
Watts

B Child Care and Development
Records: Kasandra Cliff, Kelly Colla-
zo and Toya Torrance

M Sheep Records: Sally Driesel

M Dairy Goat Records: Aaron Batt

B Lcadership Records: Kerrie
Walker, Kelly Collazo, Amie Colla-
zo and Amie Collazo

M Performing Arts Records: Toya
Torrance, Vincent Flow, Kelly Collazo
and Amie Collazo

M Horticulture Records: Kasandra
Cliff and Julianne Watts

M Natural Resources Records: Vin-
cent Flow .

B Dog Records: Kristen Ophardt
and Jacklynn Gingerich and Joli Sucy

M Cat Records: Vincent Flow, Ker-

rie Walker, Scott Marciszewski and
Julianne Watts

M Llama Records: Aaron Batt

M  Parliamentary  Procedures
Records: Amie Collazo and Kelly
Collazo

B Home Improvement: Julianne
Waltts

Also celebrated was the
1999-2000 Super Club, an
award given to a 4-H club
which not only participates in
many different events and com-
munity service activities, but
also keeps track of their partici-
pation. This year’s Super Club
is the Orleans County Rabbit
Raisers, led by Neil, Joanne and
Sarah Johnson.
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The Gardener’s Column

Autumn is a time to START

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

So many times we hear and
say “autumn is an ending sea-
son” or other quieting and
closing phrases that indicate
completion. We relate shorter
days, cooler temperatures, leaf
drop and harvest with the
completion of the plans,
projects and goals of summer.
This may be true in many
ways but teachers, farmers,
gardeners and even many
plants would agree: autumn is
a time to start.

School classes have started
and are in full swing now as
we enter the beginning of
November ... The new seed
catalogues are starting to
appear.in mailboxes and on
kitchen tables for early plant-
ing ... Fall bulbs can still be
planted with visions of
brightly colored crocus and
tulip pushing up through the
last crusts of snow.... Lawn
grasses, trees and shrubs are
enjoying the still warm soils to
develop and spread healthy
root systems .... And, your
new, Cooperative Extension
Educator, Rochelle Smith, is

‘planning classes, training,

plantings and programs to
bring to any and all interested.
As the Horticulture and
Agriculture Educator for the
Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension, T will
work with the Master Garden-
ers and office staff to answer
your landscape and gardening
questions, produce the Gar-
den Scout newsletter and
write this weekly Journal-
Register column. In addition, I
will offer classes through your

~ local continuing education

programs and at the exten-
sion. A variety of topics like
landscaping, floral arrange- .
ment historic and/or organic
gardening and specialty plants
like hostas, daylilies, small
ornamental trees and house-
plants are on the presentation
planning board.

Do you have a club or group
with a special interest? Please
call me at the Extension
office, 589-5561, to discuss top-
ics and set up a presentation.
Our many thanks to Dave
Reville, the Consumer Horti-
culture Educator for Wayne
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension, who has assisted in
Orleans County since mid
August.
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Orleans County celebrates 4-H achievements

Over 150 Orleans County 4-
Hers and their families gath-
ered at the 4-H Fairgrounds
Oct. 26 to celebrate their
achievements in 4-H for the
past year.

Presiding over the cere-
mony were the 2000 Fair King
and Queen, Vincent Flow of
Holley and Julianne Watts of
Medina.

Among the many achieve-
celebrated, project
records were one of the prom-
inent accomplishments.

Project records are used as a
tool by 4-H to teach life skills
such as responsibility, record
keeping, observation and
note-taking. It is often a
tedious and dreary process to

them to participate takes a lot
of  encouragement and
friendly prodding from their
leaders.

The project record champi-
ons for the past year were:

Food and Nutrition Records
- Amie Collazo, Kelly Collazo,
Toya Torrance and Julianne
Watts. .

Clothing and  Textiles
Records - Julianne Watts, Ker-
rie Walker, Toya Torrance

_and Amie Collazo. &

Crafts Records - Amie Col-
lazo, Kelly Collazo, Toya Tor-
rance and Julianne Watts.

Food - Breads Records -
Julianne Watts.

Woodworking Records -
Kelly Collazo, Amie Collazo
and Toya Torrance.

Julianne Watts. 5

Child Care and Develop-
ment Records - Kassandra
Cliff, Kelly Collazo and Toya
Torrance.

Sheep Records -
Driesel.

Dairy Goat Records - Aaron
Batt.

Leadership Records - Kerrie
Walker, Kelly Collazo, Amie
Collazo and Toya Torrance.

Performing Arts Records -
Toya Torrance, Vincent Flow,
Kelly Collazo and . Amie
Collazo.

Horticulture Records - Kas-
sandra Cliff and Julianne
Watts.

Natural Resources Records
- Vincent Flow. ‘

Dog Records - Kristen

Sally

young people and getting

Photography Records -

Ophardt, Jacklynn Gingerich

and Joli Sucy.
Cat Records - Vincent Flow,
Kerrie Walker, Scott Mar-

ciszewski and Julianne Watts.

Llama Records - Aaron Batt.

Parlimentary Procedure
Records - Amie Collazo and
Kelly Collazo.

Home Improvement -
Julianne Watts.

Also celebrated was the
1999-2000 Super Club, an
award given to a 4-H club
which not only participates in
many different events and
community service activities,
but also keeps track of their
participation. ~This year’s
Super Club is the Orleans
County Rabbit Raisers, led by
Neil, Joanne and Sarah
Johnson.
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as early as next month.

“This chair will fit in very, very
nicely,” said Edward Meyer, Rip-
ley’s vice president for publish-
ing, who negotiated the acquisi-
tion. '

A LOOK AHEAD

Look for the following item in
Friday’s editions:

* SENIOR LIVING: The
Home Visitors Program started
last fall with a handful of clients

and a $45,000 grant from the
Muriel H. Marchall Fund, A year

Orleans ma

By Tom Rivers
Daily News Staff Writer

CARLTON — Property owners
who want to be included in an agricul-
tural district in Kendall, Carlton and
Yates have until next week to notify
Orleans County officials.

The county will have a 7:30 p.m.
public hearing Wednesday on the dis-
trict at the Carlton Fire Department
Recreation Hall on Route 98,

“This is their last chance to say
whether they want to be in it,” said
James Bensley, the senior planner for

the county Department of Planning
and Development.

The district consolidates four agri-
cultural districts that stretched over
the three towns, as well as small por-
tions of Ridgeway and Gaines. Bens-
ley said combining the districts will
save the county administrative work
in overseeing the districts.

. The move does not reduce the pro-
tection the agricultural district gives
farmers, said Tom Nally, the director
of the Orleans County Cooperative
Extension. Farmeis will still be

* The Daily News Thursday, December 7, 2000

) combine agricultu

shielded from “nuisance suits,” where
neighbors and municipalities some-
times try to curb farming practices, he
said.

As long as farmers have their land
in an agricultural district, they don’t
have to worry about being sued over
normal farm practices, like noise from
machines, mud on the road from trac-
tors and strong smells from their farm
operations, Bensley said.

There are 25,370 acres currently
proposed for the consolidated district.
That’s about a 50 percent reduction

\

|
1

ral districts

from the four districts. Bensley said
it’s difficult to pinpoint the exact loss
because the consolidated district does-
n’t include the small portions of land
in Gaines and Ridgeway.

It is clear, however, that large
blocks of land haven’t been proposed
for the district. Nally said he’s con-
cerned about the loss.

He believes two factors are fueling
the reduction: water lines and confu-
sion.

See Orleans — page A-2
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The Gardener’s Column

Christmas tree selection time is right around the corner

By Rochelle Smith

For The Journal-Register

We have had quite a fall sea-
son! Now that we’ve already
had our first snow and Advent
is beginning it is time to think
about getting a tree. Some b2
neople are first week tree peo-
ple. As close to December first
as possible they have their
tree up and decorated. Others
hold back until closer to the
25th due to tradition, concern
for needle drop or just plain
busy schedules, What ever the
timing may be for live tree
homes choosing the right tree
can have dramatically differ-
ing opinions!

In my childhood, Norman
Rockwell style memories of
choosing a Christmas tree
always had snow. A batch of’
Mom’s famous chili sat on the
stove simmering, waiting for
our return while the whole
family loaded into the station
wagon to drive for hours to
the tree farm. Selection of the
specific tree had all the same
issues experienced by any
family with six opinions.
Height, density, branch
strength, areas to hide or dis-
play special ornaments, needle
sharpness all were discussed
with great emotions by the
various family members.
Upon selection and cutting -
that too had its traditional
comments - the youngest chil-
dren were allowed to ride on
the trunk while the older
members and Dad dragged
out prize back to the car. I
learned knots at an early age
too as we lived in fear of the
loss of our Christmas center-
piece to the long ride home.

The set up sequence has
additional memories since
Dad would never invest in a
tree stand. We would lash the
tree to permanent nails in the
wall using, as Mom annually
described, a ‘d_rope’ and a

divided into two groups for
those grown in New York

State: short-needled spruces

and firs and the long-needled
pines. The ideal Christmas
tree is more than needle
length, however. It must also

. have good needle holding =~

ability, attractive color; a full
or bushy appearance, a coni-
cal shape, a pleasing fra-
grance, branches sturdy
enough to hold ornaments
and reasonable fire resistance.
Hemlock, which is native to
New York State is unsuitable
as the needles start to drop as
soon as the tree is cut,

Pines do the best in dry sit-
uations; they tend to hold
their needles even when they
have been cut and out of
water for some time. Spruces
do not do well in dry situa-
tions and will readily drop
their needles as they dry out.
The firs, pines and Colorado
blue spruce are excellent at
needle retention when kept
moist. g

Fragrance is a preference
issue, I prefer the firs for their
scent, especially concolor or
white fir as the needles smell
of citrus when broken, Often
you can find sticky, resin blis-
ters on the trunk of a fir tree.
Pop them with your fingernail

for additional scent. Unfortu-

nately, the firs tend to have
softer branches so heavy orna-
ments don’t work well. Aus-

trian and Scots pine and Colo-

rado blue spruce have the
firmest branches.
Don’t let Colorado blue

__ spruce convince you that it’s
' the best Christmas tree, The |

color is great but it scores low
on fragrance and needles
holding in dry situations. Also,
it has the sharpest needles of
all the Christmas trees.

While personal preference
and family tradition have an
active part in selection of the
tree, it is fun to look at other
options. Choose New York
State grown trees whenever
possible. Not only will you be

- helping your neighbors but
‘since it hasn’t had to travel

across the country the tree
will have more internal mois-
ture. It will be ‘fresher’ and
less likely to drop its needles.
Giving the tree a fresh cut,
keeping it in water and keep-
ing the house temperature
down around it will also delay
needle drop. Tree water addi-
tives to preserve freshness
have some merit but none will
work better than daily moni-

. toring and refilling the stand

or bucket. Be careful to avoid
spills as the pitch in the water
€an cause permanent carpet

- THE IQ_URNAL—REGISTER
THURsDAY, DEcemBER 7, 2000

stains.

Interested in more detail?
Please give the Cooperative
Extension a call at 589-5561
and ask for bulletin 48 - Selec-
tion and Care of Your Christ-
mas Tree. Leave your name
and address and we'll send it
out to you so you can choose
your tree.

Rochelle Smith is an educator
for Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion

PE——
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By Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
An interesting discovery
happened last week! A friend
from Kendall called to say
there was an interesting bird
in her yard that did’s appear in
her bird book. Could we help
her to identify it
She had watched it for sev-

eral days and was able to give

“a detailed description of body,
head and beak size and shape,
feather colors and the unusual
markings of red legs, a red

ring around its eyes and dark
bars on the lower wings. This
was a largish bird but not as
big as a pheasant. ; -

She had also noted some of
its flight and eating habits and
commented that it looked
‘rather exotic!’

The search was on! A con-
firmed identification  ulti-
mately resulted with a
‘Chukar’ a pheasant family

bird native to the mountains
of the Northwestern United
States. “Dan,” as he is affec-
tionately called, was identi-
fied. Now our friend had a
better idea what feed to put
out to keep him healthy. He
should so fine since he is
native to our type of
environment. -

It's always fun to pull out
the books and binoculars to
watch the feeder on snowy
days. We don’t often run into
such unusual species on
which to practice the identifi-
cation process! When trying
to identify an unfamiliar bird
note the size and shape of
head, beak and tail, body color
patterns and behavioral items
like feeding and flight.
Remember that many birds
migrate into our area from
northern climates during this
time so some sightings may
only be for winter visitors.

Monitoring a specific kind
of feeder will allow you to
narrow the scope of initial
bird species to learn. Suet is
the choice feeder supply if
you are interested in drawing
woodpeckers, nuthatch, chick-
adee and tufted titmouse. Sev-
eral of these birds will feed in
an upside down position so if
you have had bird feeder
problems with squirrels, star-
lings or suet melt, hand the
suet with a protective cover
with the exposed portion fac-
ing down.

Both Downy and Hairy
woodpeckers will some to a
suet feeder and will also eat
sunflower seeds, fruit, peanut
butter and sometimes cheese.
Their main food is insects and
can be seen in summer work-
ing up and down a damaged
tree, looking under the bark
edges for a meal. They look
similar to each other in

coloring but not size. The
Hairy is a much larger bird
averaging over seven inches
long to the Downy’s average
five inches. Both male and
female of each have white
chests and strong black and
white bar markings. The male
of both has a red band across
the nape of his neck but the

male Hairy has a much

broader red band than the
Downy.

In future articles Tl
describe other birds that you

‘may see at your feeder and

landscape plants that will
draw some interesting bird
visitors all year long.

If you run into a plant or
animal question or problem
that you can’t quite solve,
please take some notes and
give the Cooperative Exten-
sion a call at 589-556.. We
have some additional
resources that can help you
identify your visitors.

ey e e———
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AGRICULTURE

Orleans farmers elected to state Farm Burea

By Tom Rivers
Daily News Staff Writer

UFFALO — Two

Orleans County fruit

growers, Bruce
Krenning and Karen Watt,
will help the state’s largest
agricultural advocacy group
revive an industry that they
say is in serious straits.

Krenning was elected vice
president of the 30,000-mem-
ber New York Farm Bureau
last week during the organiza-
tion’s annual meeting.

Watt was elected to fill
Krenning’s position on the
Farm Bureau board of direc-
tors, representing the counties
of Orleans, Genesee,
Wyoming, Niagara, Monroe
and Livingston.

“This district has unique
concerns that need to be on
the front burner,” Watt said
Saturday about Western New
York agriculture. “We’re

heavy on fruit and vegetable
production.”

The area also must contend
with crops that pour into the
country from Canada. Farm-
ers told U.S. Sen. Charles
Schumer last month that
Canadian farmers sell their
products in the U.S. for lower
prices than American farmers
can grow them.

Schumer, during a stop at
Watt Fruit Farm in Gaines,
said he’s willing to fight to
end any unfair trade practices
by Canadians. However, he
told farmers free trade likely
will not be abolished any time
soon.

The North American Free
Trade Agreement and the
opening of trade with China
threaten American farmers,
who must pay more in labor,

‘chemical and equipment costs

than their foreign competitors,
farmers told Schumer.

Bruce Krenning °

The influx of foreign food
has pushed wholesale prices
to 20-year lows for many
products. Krenning, during an
August interview, said the

Karen Watt'

industry is “under siege from
a variety of sources.”

The lack of a dependable
work foree, a move to cut
pesticide use, foul weather

and pressure to turn farmland
into residential development
also threaten the local agricul-
tural industry, said Krenning,
who was in Chicago over the
weekend to attend an Ameri-

* can Farm Bureau meeting on

apples.
The Farm Bureau has made
progress getting the ear of

politicians, telling them how

government policies are hurt-
ing farms, said Watt, who
owns a 250-acre orchard in
Gaines with her husband,
Chris. She praised Schumer
and U.S. Rep. John LaFalce

. for pushing agricultural issues

in Congress.

Krenning and his wife,
Diane, own a 350-acre fruit
farm and hog operation in the
town of Albion. Mrs. Kren-
ning in October was elected
Orleans County Farm Bureau
president. She replaced Mrs.
Watt, who didn’t seek re-elec-
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Cooperative Extension
sponsors 4-H Holiday Faire

The annual Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion sponsored 4-H Holiday
Faire was conducted Dec. 2.

The Faire provided an
opportunity to view some
- wonderful holiday decorating
' ideas and to see what some of
| the 4-H clubs in Orleans
County are doing.

Special recognition goes to
the Sheep Club, Back to
Basics, Almost Anything
Goes, Barn Buddies, Goat-
herders, Barre Bunch, Riches
Corners Revelers, Clarendon
. Rascals, = Rabbit  Raisers,

"'Orleans County Heelers and
for

the Senior Council
participating.

Santa Claus was also on hand
and was taking requests from
many young people. He even
brought his sleigh and photos
were available.

A total of 369 handmade
exhibits were on display
including items made by the
following 4-Hers who
received recognition in the
court of honors.

Participating this year at the
Cloverbud level were:

Handmade  Gift: Mike
McAllister, Dan Dodson,
Sheena Coon, Kasandra CIiff,
Joli Sucy, Shane Derry, Tim
O’Hearn, Rachel Preston,

Audrey Rath, Julianne Watts,

Bethany Coon.
Holiday Food: Kasandra
Cliff,  Tiffany Agugliaro,
Amber Dodson.

Centerpiece: Kerrie Walker,
Chad Kirby, Chelsea Cliff, Tif-
fany Agugliaro, Rachel Pre-
ston, Rhiannon Trolley.

Door Decorations: Rachel
Preston, Jessica Arno, Amanda
Vreeland, Ashley Morrison,
Aimee Shortridge, Shirley
Armer,

Wall Hanging: Kerrie Walk-
er, Shirley Armer, Bethany
Coon, Michele Sands, Stryker

‘Ostafew, Sheena Coon.” i«

Toy: Aimee Shortridge,
Rachel Preston, Jacob Preston,
Julianne Watts.

Tree Ornament: Kerrie
Walker, Emily Jean Dodson,
Toya Torrence, Ashton Watts,
Jacob Dunaway, Mitch Fannin,
Alina Larkin-Morales, Rhian-
non Trolley, Shirley Armer,
Joli Sucy, Bethany Coon.

Gift Wrapped Package:
Michelle Conrow, Doug Flow,
Kasandra Cliff, Kayla Sucy,

Amanda Vreeland.
Holiday = Card:  Stryker
Ostafew, Erica Callahan,

Kasandra Cliff, Scott Mar-
ciszewski, Kelliann Grolling.

Fresh Cut Evergreens: Carly
Wells.

Miscellaneous: Bethany

Coon, Kristina Kuellertz, Kris-
ten Marciszewski, Rachel
Penders, Alex Baleben, Katr-

lynn Grimes, Kealy Har-
graves, Courtney Hansler,
Makaila  Harmer, Steven
Kimerly, Harlee Ziegler,

Hanna Thiel, Nick Winkley,
Meaghan White, Mike Ben-
nett, Jenny McKenna, Nicho-
las Ostafew, Cody Arms.




BY STAFF-WRITER :
JAY TOKASZ

In the dead of winter, fair or-
ganizers from across New York
 state have gathered in Rochester
to discuss how they’ll improve
- upon a summer tradition.
. The county fair — one of the
state’s few remaining links to its
 agrarian roots — is the topic of a
 four-day convention that began
_yesterday at the Rochester
~ Riverside Convention Center,
~ The convention, expected to
draw more than 1,000 partici-
_ pants from most of the state’s 62
~ counties, is in its 13th year, The
 last six conventions have been
- held in Rochester.

e
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Fair organizers meet here

One of the topics of discus-
sion this year: how to attract
more young people. While fair
attendance is up nationwide, or-
ganizers must think of new ways
to incorporate technology into
the fair experience, as many
farmers have already done on
their farms, said Frances I.
Tepper, executive director of the
Monroe County Fair and
Recreation Association Inc,

“That means changing. Fairs
are very traditional and change
is sometimes very difficult,”
Tepper said.

The Monroe County Fair, for
example, has developed a space
education center and a com-
puter-generated game in which

kids have a chance to settle on a
space colony.

At the same time, people still
flock to fairs largely because
they can’t be exposed to agricul-
ture anywhere else, organizers
said.

“Without agriculture exhibits,
Wwe are no better than theme
parks,” said Jessica Gominiak,
competitive exhibit and agricul-
tural coordinator for the Erie
County Fair.

Gominiak was one of several
speakers leading workshops yes-
terday afternoon. Today’s events
include a trade show and a
keynote talk by motivational
speaker Dale Henry. The con-
vention concludes Tuesdgy. a

—_—
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Looking back and looklng ahead

By Marcia Tuohey
For The Journal-Register

As the county ended its

175th year of existence, we can

take pride in its fiscal stability,
and the service and economic
programs provided for the
benefit of its citizens.

As we enter 2001, the legis-
lature adopted a budget with a
decrease in the tax levy of
$100,000 and the average
property tax rate by 14 cents
per thousand. While inflation
has increased 24.4 percent
over the last nine years, the

property tax.
levy has
grown just
7.4 percent
for the same
period.

Our com-
mitment to
improving
our county
roads continued with the
establishment of a $600,000
infrastructure reserve
account.

last year’s major construc-
tion project, a fire training
tower, provides a state-of-the-
art facility for the fire service.

Also, the new slate roof on the

County Clerk’s building was
completed. Plans for the reno-
vation and addition to this
building and the Court House
are nearly complete, and will
be bid and construction com-
menced this year. Potential
repairs to the jail were also
identified in an engmeermg
study.

Two of the three empioyee
union contracts were success-

fully negotiated and amicably |

settled for three year terms.

Our County Marine Park
usage was increased by the
scheduling of concerts and
special events by groups such
as Veterans, Council of the
Arts, and Office for the aging,
attended by hundreds of indi-
viduals. This year we will
continue the physical
enhancement of this area with
picnie pavilions and plan for a
permanent band stand.

With County financial and
in-kind support, together with
local municipal and state
cooperation, our Industrial

- Development Agency is help-

ing business expand with the
development of a business
park in Holley in the town of
Murray.

The Mlcro—Enterpnse pro-
gram assisting new and exist-

. ing small businesses is suc-

- cessful and continuing.

Initiated last year with
implementation this year is

the new GLOW Workforce
Investment Program. Employ- |
ers, together with representa-
tives from education, service
agencies and county govern-
ments will play a major role in
the recruiting, training and
employment of individuals at

a one-stop site.

Through cooperation with
outside agencies and grant
funds, studies were approved
and are commencing on
county transportation needs
and the feasibility of a county
airport. ;

Realizing the inygﬂlance of
servzces provxaed by several

outside a cwsa thelr
contribution to the overall

welfare of the c1tlzenﬁft~he
county, ndlng 5 ingcreased
t'"ﬁ'fe 801 and MLt'er Agency
Qr ditching and also to Mercy
Elight, Cooperative Extension,
tﬁlbrarles 2Efounml'asi?'fhe
Arts and the Industrial Devel-
ogm ent Ag_{'""" i

It is interesting to note,
according to our election
commissioners, the November
elections in Orleans County -
were without any unusual -
problems or incidents.

We were pleased that
department heads continued
efforts to seek grants and
additional funding to supple-
ment the cost of new or exist-
ing programs, services or
equipment; for example, an
ddditional part-time assistant
district attorney and investiga-
tor.

While county cost for med-
icaid and handicapped educa-
tion programs is growing,
other areas have slightly
decreased.

We were saddened by the
sudden loss of Dick Clark, the
Emergency Management
Director, who will be remem-
bered for his contribution to
the construction of the Fire
Training Tower.

Overall, it was a successful
and satisfying year, and we !
look forward to the challenges
of the new year.
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Seed catalogs: A mental vacation from the snow

By Rochelle Smith
Education Educator

For gardeners, reading time
is one of the best parts about a
long winter with lots of snow.
The event of actually sitting
down on a dark, snowy
evening with no TV on and
no garden work to do and
really reading the seed and
plant catalogs can give you
- the mental break of a warm,
sunny day!

With a good catalog in
hands my gardens are
instantly in summer! No
weeds; each plant is given the
- space it needs, properly tend-
' ed, and in full bloom regard-
less of its bloom time. All of
the vegetables really get
planted and maintenance is a
casual walk through the gar-
dens with just a hand basket
for the harvest. I love these
little mental vacations!

As out mailman will con-
ﬁrm, I receive a lot of garden—
ing catalogs. They start in
very late summer with the
Christmas gifts followed in

fall - usually through the end °

| of the year - with the seed cat-
alogs. After the first of the
year the plant catalogs hit the
! mailbox and by late spring I'm
knee deep in fall bulb books.
. Of course the various maga-
. zine subscriptions continue
monthly each with their list of
“best of's” and “must have’s,”
Late spring through mid sum-
mer is hardware and ‘stuff.

I admit, I have a hard t1me
parting with the catalogs. I
like to use them for price ref-
erences, for gift ideas, for
design ideas and color combi-
nations, and some for enter-
tainment and recipes! True,
some of the catalogs I receive
i are for wholesale growers and
accept only large orders. The
small, homeowner order is
not accepted. But those are
actually the smaller

percentage of my catalogs;
most are for retail orders! This
is where those long, dark win-
ter evenings move from relax-
ing mental vacations towards
a more dangerous activity ..
making lists and ordering.
Control is easily lost when
reading gardening catalogs. It
is so easy to forget your real
soil type, hardiness zone and
weather exposure, actual
space available or the level of
maintenance you are willing
to tolerate when reading
about new and exciting plant
varieties. This is a common
problem for both flower and
vegetable growers! A high
quality, dependable, multicol-
ored, semi-bush type acorn

squash has as high marks with

some as a compact and bushy,
fuchia flowered, silver-green
foliage, zone 5 tolerant butter-

fly bush has no others! Receiv-

ing a quality recommendation
for the plant makes it even
more desirable.

Which brings me to my

point. How do you choose one

plant over another when given
so many to choose from? The
answer: ; quality
recommendations.

If the catalog you're using
has a good, reliable guarantee.
That's good for the health of
the plants and the security of
your order. But choosing the
right plant, the right variety,
means looking to a higher
source. The main objective of
the plant and seed catalogs is
to sell lots of plants and seeds,
not give objective reviews.
Each season the magazines
review and give recommenda-
tions for plants, that's a nice
source and an enjoyable read.
But, for real research go to the
higher level.

Each year the Department
of Horticulture at Cornell
University provides a list of

garden use in New York State,
This list is revised annually
from  observations and
research to test if the variety
is well adapted for New York
conditions, offers relatively
high quality, is dependable,
possesses disease and insect
resistance when possible and

has a relatively long harvest

period. the 2001 listing is six
pages long, starts with four
varieties of asparagus and
ends with seven varieties of
watermelons. (The five zuc-
chini varieties fall under the
‘summer squash’ heading.)

These plants aren’t just the
new varieties. You will find
those listings to be much dif-
ferent. These are the recom-
mended varieties in our state.
Other sources exist for other
types of plants. The American
Rose Society, American Hosta
Association, Perennial Plant
Association and American
Arborists Association are just
a few that promote special
lists. But, each of these is a
national list. So, you're back to
wondering: “How will that
rose, hosta, perennial or tree
do in Orleans County?”

That’s where we come in,
The Cooperative Extension
can be a great resource for
answers to these questions.
We can help the large scale
farmer, the hobby farmer, the
small gardener or the home-
owner with houseplants. Our
job is to help you obtain the
knowledge resources you
need to make good decisions.
So, as the snow continues to
blow, night falls ever so early
and the mailbox continues to
provide interesting mental
vacation - material, choose
your plants wisely and call the
Cooperative  Extension  to
request a specialty list of
plants in the category you re
looking for.

s

vegetable varieties for home
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Seed Catalogs: A Mental
Vacation from the Snow

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
- Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension

For gardeners, reading
time is one of the best partsg
about a long winter with lots
of snow. The event of ac-
tually sitting down on a dark, snowy evening with no TV
on and no garden work to do and-really reading the
seed and plant catalogs can give you the mental break
of a warm, sunny day!

With a good catalog in hands my gardens are in-
stantly in summer! No weeds, each plant given the
space it needs, properly tended, and in full bloom re- |
gardless of its bioom time. All of the vegetables really
get planted and maintenance is a casual walk through
the gardens with just a hand basket for the harvest. |
love these little vacations!

As our mailman will confirm, | receive a lot of gar-
dening catalogs. They start in very late summer with
the Christmas gifts followed in fall - usually starting be-
fore the end of the year - with the seed catalogs. After
the first of the year the plant catalogs hit the mailbox
and by late Spring I'm knee deep in fall bulb books. Of
course the various magazine subscriptions continue
monthly each with their list of “best of's” and "must
have’s.” Late spring through mid summer is hardware
and ‘stuff.’

| admit, | have a hard time parting with the cata-
logs. | like to use them for price references, for gift
ideas, for design ideas and color combinations, and
some for entertainment and recipes! True, some of the
catalogs | receive are for wholesale to growers and
accept only large orders. The small, homeowner order
is not accepted. But those are actually the smaller per-
centage of my catalogs; most are for retail orders! This
is where those long, dark, winter evenings move from
relaxing mental vacations towards a more dangerous
activity...making lists and ordering.

Control is easily lost when reading gardening cata—
logs. It is so easy to forget your real soil type, hardi-
ness zone and weather exposure, actual space avail-
able, or the level of maintenance you are willing to tol-
erate when reading about new and exciting plant vari-
eties. This is a common problem for both flower and
vegetable growers! A high quality, dependable, multi-
colored, semi-bush type acorn squash has as high
marks with some as a compact and bushy, fuchsia flow-
ered, silver-green foliage, zone 5 tolerant butterfly bush
has to others! Receiving a quality recommendation for
the plant makes it even more desirable!

Which brings me to my point. How do you choose
one plant over another when given so many to choose
from? The answer: quality recommendations.

Ifthe catalog you're using has a good, reliable guar-
antee. That's'good for the health of the plants and the
security of your order. But choosing the right plant, the
right variety, means looking to a higher source. The
plant & seed catalogs want to sell lots of plants.and
seeds! Each season the magazines review and give
recommendations for plants, that’s a nice source and
iem enjoyable read. But, for real research goto the higher

evel.

Each year the Department of Horticulture at Cornell
University provides a list of vegetable varieties for home
garden use in New York State. This list is revised an-
nually from observations and research to test if the va-
riety is well adapted for New York conditions, offers rela-
tively high quality, is dependable, possesses disease
and insect resistance when possible, and has a rela-
tively long harvest period. The 2001 listing is six pages
long, starts with four varieties of asparagus, and ends
with seven varieties of watermelon. (The five zucchini
varieties fall under the ‘summer squash’ heading.)

These plants aren't just the new varieties. You will
find those listing to be much different. These are the
recommended variéties for our state. Other sources
exist for other types of plants. The American Rose so-
ciety, American Hosta Association, Perennial Plant As-
sociation, and American Arborists Association are just
a few that promote special lists. But, each of these is a
national list. So, you're back to wondering: “How will
that rose, hosta, perennial, or tree do in Orleans
County?”

That's where we come in. The cooperative exten-
sion can be a great resource for answers to these ques-
tions. We can help the large scale farmer, the hobby
farmer, the small gardener, and the homeowner with

- some house plants. Our job is to help you with the
knowledge resources so you can make good decisions.
So, as the snow continues to blow, night falls ever so
early, and the mailbox continues to provide interesting
mental vacation material, choose your plants wisely and
call the cooperative extension to request a specialty list
of plants in the category you're looking fort



4-H Fairgrounds to

By Michael Zwelling
For the Albion Advertiser

RIDGEWAY — Construc-
tion on Ridgeway Water Dis-
trict No. 4 recently began, and
it will include the installation
of a pipeline that will bring
water to the Orleans County
4-H Junior Fairgrounds.

A work crew from Sergi
Construction of West Falls
worked last ‘week near the
intersection of Route 31 and
the south side of Bates Road.

“We’re going to be here for
a while,” said Frank Sergi,
supervising the construction.
“We have 63,000 feet of pipe
so it won’t be something that
will happen quickly.” .

The construction is planned

to be completed in scheduled

. increments.

“The canal crossing is to be
completed by March 1 and the
water along Route 31, from
Bates Road to Wood Road, is
scheduled to be ready by June
1” said Ridgeway Town
Supervisor J.T. Gidley. “The
rest of the water main project
is scheduled to be done by
Aug. 1” ;

Water District No. 4 will go

"in on Telegraph Road from

the village of Medina to Route
3L, on Route 31 to Knowles-
ville Road and down Taylor
Hill Road. An extension from
Taylor Hill Road will supply
water to the fairgrounds.
District No. 4 also includes
Knowlesville Road, through
the hamlet of Knowlesville, to
Route 104 where it will tie

. into Water District No. 3.

To extend the water to the
fairgrounds, a $25,000 grant
was obtained through the
Community Enhancement
Program, said State Sen.
George D. Maziarz (R-Glst

Dist.) who spearheaded the

effort.. : :
_All fairgrounds throughout
the state have been under
administrative orders from
the New York State Depart-
ment of Health to improve
water supplies.

- The fairgrounds have been
serviced by three wells to pro-
vide water for toilets and
hand washing, but due to the
high sulfur content fair orga-
nizers have been forced to
haul truckloads of municipal
water for drinking, cooking
and watering livestock.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2001
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Contractors working on Water District No. 4 are from left; Tom Rosenhahn, Joe Szafranski Jr., Frank Sergi. Joe Szafra
ing the bulldozer dumping the fill.
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The Gardener’s Column

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2000

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

This is the time of the year
when colorful plants can
really revive the spirit.

This December the area has
been surrounded by a sea of
snow drifts that at first
enhance the holiday mood
nice and early only to become
a source of worry with each
additional snowfall. We need
the bright cheerfulness of holi-
day greenery, plants and deco-
rations to help put us into the
mood.

Poinsettias are the number
one purchased houseplant on
the holiday decorating list.
Their bright, contrasting col-
ors liven up our snowy season
with a variety of vibrant col-
ors. This plant grows native in
Central America and Mexico
where it was ‘discovered’ in
1828 by J.R. Poinett, an Ameri-
can minister. Legend has it
that the first poinsettia
appeared from a poor child’s
generosity. A little girl laid a
humble bouquet of weeds at
the feet of the Christ child.
Suddenly, the bouquet burst
into brilliant red blooms.

It is ironic that a plant with
legendary child-centered ori-
gins is often seen as danger-
ous to children and pets.
Research shows that this is
not true, in fact, the Poisindex
Information Service, an on-
line research listing states that
a 50-pound child could eat 500
poinsettia leaves and not dem-
onstrate toxicity. The child
would not be well due to al! of
the volume of roughage from

- those leaves, but would not
be poisoned. Of course, poin-
settias, like all ornamental

Perfect poinsettia practices

plants, aren’t intended as
food.

Available in reds, whites,
pinks, marbled and now
orange, burgundy and a crin-
kled pinwheel called “Winter
Roses;” poinsettias fit just
about any decor. Choose
plants with completely col-
ored and expanded bracts -
the colorful portion of a poin-
settia. The true flowers are
the ‘'small yellow centers.
Watch for those true flowers
to be tightly closed to know
the freshest plants. Plants
should be about two and a
half times larger than their pot
and their stems should be
strong and stiff, not wilting.

Your local farm market or
garden center is the best
source to purchase a poinset-
tia for two reasons. First,
you're buying directly from
the grower so the plants are
freshest and haven’t had to
withstand the stress of ship-
ment. Second, greenhouse-
grown poinsettias will adapt
easily to homes heated for
winter. Area greenhouse own-
ers acclimate their plants as
much as possible - decreasing
fertilizer, lowering green-
house temperatures - so the
plants will survive without
being babied. Your plant will
probably be put into a paper
or plastic sleeve for transport-
ing but it should not be
grown or left inside the
sleeve. The wrapping will
reduce airflow to the plant
and provide good fungal habi-
tat and result in sick plants.

Size doesn’t matter when
choosing the plant, only that it
fits your space, needs and
budget. Small, four-inch pots

~ are nice party favors, great

gifts for shut-ins and look ter-
rific nestled in a basket or
container mixed with trailing
ivy. Larger plants that burst
with 30 to 40 blooms are glori-
ous and can completely fill a
¢ornét or nook. Tree forms
are poinsettias that have been
pruned into a treé shape and
have grown four to six feet
tall. The poinsettia trees have
a single stem and can take
three or four months of care
and pruning to develop their
shape. :

Poinsettias also work well in
flower arrangements if the
stems are properly condi-
tioned. Place the fresh cut end
of a stem (even a somewhat
wilted stem) into boiling
water and place the whole
group, cup and stem, in a cool
place overnight. Your cut
poinsettia will last 10-14 days
in an arrangement if it doesn’t
get too warm or dry out. Start-
ing to wilt again? Repeat the
process.

Keeping your poinsettia
plant happy during its holiday
stay isn’t hard but there are a
few things to remember. Poin-
settias need indirect sunlight
for at least six hours a day and
do best in room temperatures
between 68 and 70 degrees.
Avoid chilly drafts and exces-
sive heat. Water the plant
thoroughly when the soil is
dry to the touch, but don’t let
it sit in standing water. Fertil-
ize with an all-purpose fertil-

~ izer after all the blooms have

dropped. The newer varieties
have greater longevity, and
some will bloom until Easter,
so be patient.

- You have several options

for your poinsettia following
its flowering period. Poinset-

tias are great as foliage plants
in annual beds once warm
temperatures have returned.
Or, if you want to attempt a
poinsettia comeback, try the
following: when the colored
bracts begin to fall, cut the
plant back, leaving four to six
leaf buds. Place the plant near
a sunny window, water and
fertilize regularly. By the end
of May you should see healthy
new growth. Keep caring for
your plants until autumn.
Poinsettias set buds and pro-
duce flowers as the nights get
longer. Starting Oct. 1, the
plants will need 14 hours of
total darkness. You can meet .
this requirement by placing a
box over your plants at night.
During the day give them six
to eight hours of bright sun-
shine. Do this for eight to 10
weeks and your poinsettias
should develop bright blooms
just in time for the holidays.
Your third option, stop by
your local garden center or
farm market for a fresh supply
of holiday color next year.

So, as you are decorating
your home or giving gifts this
holiday season, remember to
keep these handsome, bright
plants on your list. My thanks
to Sally Cunningham, exten-
sion educator in Erie County,
American Nursery and Land-
scape Association and Bill
Palmer of Harvest and Gar-
dens, Maryland for sharing
information on poinsettia.
Happy holidays to you from
the Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension.

Smith is an educator at the.
Orleans County Cornell Coop-
erative Extension.
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4-H H.O.R.S.E.

Club news

By Jessica Arno
For The Journal-Register

At our last meeting, held
Dec. 17, 2000, the H.O.R.S.E.
club talked about different
breeds of horses, how horses
communicate with people and
other horses, parts of a saddle,
parasites that live on horses
and pieces of tack.

We are studying such things
in our meetings because we -

| are preparing for a5 Star test

March 10. We are also review-
ing needed material for a pre-
sentation we must give in- -
February. St

Coming up Jan. 20, we will
be having a mail-o-gram for
U.S. servicemen. -

Our next meeting will be

, Jan.2L

Be .

The Gardener’s Column

By Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
It has snowed again and the
bird feeders and bath in my
yard have become a center of
activity for the feathered
bunch.

The suet feeder is a favorite’
-"“of the woodpeckers and sev-

eral other birds as I've men-
tioned in a previous article.
I've made my own suet cakes
in the past using bacon grease,
peanut butter, mixed seeds
and chunk beef fat. Melt is all
down, pour it into plastic
forms, refrigerate and warn
the family not to eat it because
‘it’s for the birds! It’s not a
hard process and only some-
what messy. And since home-
making uses up things that
would otherwise find their
way to the trash it’s good for
the environment. Prepackaged
suet cakes are great too, the
seed and feed stores stock a
variety of brands and styles
including some that ‘won’t
melt in summer.’ That’s con-
venient when the feeder hangs
close to the house.

The hardest part about
hanging a suet feeder in my
yard is: it gets stolen! Squirrels
and raccoons will heft it off
the tree branch and drag the
holder and cake out to the
woods, never to be seen again.
I've tried lashing it to the
branch, they cut the lashing.
I've tried haneine it an on
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A holiday that's for the birds

gets left alone now. If you
can’t beat them, fexd them.
My squirrel feeder is a much

larger cake of whole seeds

with less fat between. It is eas-
ier for me to store buy this
larger cake but it would also
be quick and simple to make
up. Use whole kernel corn,
sunflower seeds, a mix of
other seeds, peanut butter and
bacon grease and a much big-
ger mold. The squirrels love it
and will leave the other feed-
ers alone.

The thistle feeder is for the
finches - especially the gold
finches. They are in their win-
ter colors right now so the
males don't display that dra-
matic yellow with a black cap
that I so love. That will come
back in the spring. In all hon-
esty, there are two finch feed-
ers ... The traditional one is a
tube that they empty almost
daily. I've placed a pre-formed
dish on the bottom. The dish
is supposed to catch the seed
hulls as the birds crack them
but instead I fill it with sun-
flower mix for the cardinals,
jays, chickadees and sparrows.
The second finch feeder is
much more selective. The
birds must hang upside down
to reach the seed holes. Since
finches seem quite comfort-
able with this arrangement I
regularly have a long tube of
purple, gold and house

B

and juncos that prefer to eat
from the ground, to an
inverted soda bottle. With all
of my mixed seed feeders I
use a standardized bag mix
seed with plenty of sunflower
seeds, millet and thistle. I pre-
fer the mixes that have very
little cracked corn to limit the
interest of grackles, cowbirds
and starlings have in the feed-
ers. That tends to reduce the
mess those particular birds
make. for these aggressive,
noisy, messy birds I put out
old bread and crumbs in an
open area away from the
house and seed feeders.

I have planted some small
trees and shrubs in the area of
my feeders to encourage the
little birds to linger in the
area. They have more protec-
tion from the weather, a place
to cling in the wind and some
screening from predators,
including the cats. The vibur-
num there is the ‘Korean spice
bush’ that is resistant to the
viburnum leaf beetle, can tol-
erate some shade and has an
excellent spring fragrance to
its blooms. I have planted it
relatively close to the house, a
window and the birdbath.
This makes a great viewing
point, provides some cover for
the birds and also screens the

‘birdbath from heavy winds.

The bath is heated with a little
electric wand to give tha oirdc

gets closed down for the win-
ter. Only the birdbath stays

‘open all year round.

Several years ago we pur-
chased a fresh cut tree on
Christmas Eve, we had waited
until the last minute and had a
very limited selection. When
the tree was set up we found
that it had an extremely bent
trunk as it broke the tree
stand into pieces. In frustra-
tion the tree went out the
door onto the back patio
which is very close to the bird
feeders and bath. That winter
was cold and snowy but I
received more joy from that
poor, damaged tree lying on
the patio than I would have
for the few weeks it would
have been indoors. The little
birds took it as a gift and
spent the winter in it. T had a
tree full of chirping colorful
birds right outside of the door
straight through ‘il spring.

Winter gifts can come in
many forms. The feeders, bath
and evergreen screenings that
have been placed in good van-
tage points for the birds to use
are gifts for my family as well
as the birds. If your live
Christmas tree normally goes
out to the trash following its
holiday usefulness, you may

want to consider leaving it fo
the hirde A littla kalta... e




By Joanne Beck
Daily News Staff Writer

ALBION — Valentine’s Day is near-
ly a month away, but Orleans County
4-H members were up to their elbows
in heart-themed cards Saturday as they
busily prepared for their annual Mail-

* gram program.

The members, aged 6 to 18, used
their artistic skills to assemble, draw,
color and decorate -the cards at the
Trolley Building on Route 31. Margo
Bowerman, Cornell Cooperative Ex-
tension educator for Orleans County,
was one of a dozen group leaders and
supervisors that helped with the pro-
ject.

Bowerman said the cards will be
sent to military personnel throughout
the world.

“It’s a history lesson and community
service,” Bowerman said. “They (the
members) get to learn what people do
in the military.”

Sisters Debi and Aimee Shortridge,
up to their elbows in cut-outs, con-

LOCAL

Orleans 4-H sends greetin

A

- Valentine’s Day cards will be mailed
to military personnel throughout world |

struction paper and stickers, made 85
cards between them.

“It’s pretty cool,” Debi said, “I got to
hear about them.”

Debi received two cards back last
year from people who had received
one of her homemade cards. One reply
came from a man serving in the Army
and stationed in Asia, and another from
a woman in the Navy who was on a
ship near Africa.

“They thanked me for the card, and
told me what they do (in the service),”
she said.

Aimee received a reply from a man
serving in the Navy on a ship near
Japan.

“He sent me pictures of where he
was,” she said.

Six-year-old Katlynn Grimes made
more than 25 cards. She said she got
involved in the 4-H project so she
could “give cards to the Army,” since
her uncle is serving in the Army in
Honduras.

By noon the cards were almost fin-

The Daily News * Monday, January 22,2001 «

ished, and Bowerman said they would
be packed and shipped to a central
location in North Carolina, before
being sent worldwide to military per-
sonnel.

4-H Senior Council President Kerrie
Walker said that her group pays for the

gs Overseas

: P
4 : Joanne Beck/Daily News
HEARTS GOING OUT: Sisters Aimee, left, and Debi, create Valentine’s
Day cards Saturday as part of the 4-H Mailgram program that supplies
holiday greetings to military personnel throughout the world. :

supplies and postage from a fund col-
lected through various fund-raisers.
The kids and adults celebrated their
efforts with cupcakes and chocolates,
and many hope to get replies from the
men and women who get a Valentine’s
card from Orleans County this year.
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By Rochelle Smith

Extension Educator
Since November we have
been under the full impact of
winter weather in the form of
snow, freezing rain, high
‘winds and penetratingly cold
temperatures. All of this can
have a negative effect on
human moods and well-being
but it also has an impact on
landscape plantings.
To start with the good news
... Even with our January thaw
we have good snow cover
around the base of our woody

plants and in many places

snow still completely covers
our herbaceous perennials.
Snow is an excellent insulator,
and depths of now, like this,
will keep these plants from
being damaged by low tem-
perature extremes. While the
air can be below zero and well
below zero with wind chill,
the soil beneath the snow may
be a comparatively balmy +20

The winter takes its toll on landscape plants

to +25 degrees. This is a big
difference when cold hardi-
ness is a concern. When a
plant dies from low tempera-
ture, it is usually because the
root system has been dam-
aged. Some flower bud and
leaf bud damage may occur
above the snow line due to
' extreme cold, but this is
unlikely to be lethal to the
species that are well adapted
' to our region.
Now the bad news .... Too
much of a good thing is not
good. Snow that has been
wind driven, shoveled,
plowed or fallen from a roof
onto landscape plants can
cause considerable damage.
The weight of snow varies
greatly. Light fluffy snow may
weigh about seven pounds per
cubic foot. More average
snow may weight 15 pounds
per cubic foot and drifted,
wind compacted snow may
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weigh 20 pounds or more. Ice
buildup adds weight rapidly.
This January thaw can actu-
ally cause more damage to
plants in areas that have heavy
snow cover by forming a more
dense and heavier snow cover.
Unfortunately, there is very
little that can be done at this
time, Be mentally prepared for
some breakage and be physi-
cally prepared with pruning
tools to give the plant a clean
cut at a node near the break-
age. This is a damage mini-
mizing prune not a shaping or
development prune.

Still more bad news .... There
are many areas emerging with

temperature damages if we
" don’t have more light, fallen
snow. In open ground areas,
on the wind ward side of
evergreens - both trees and
shrubs - this can be most dam-
aging. Evergreens will con-
tinue to transpire, draw water
from the soil and move it
through the plants to the
leaves or needles, even in cold
weather. These are the plants
that will dry out, brown out,
and sometimes die if we have
a very cold, windy, open win-
ter. This same danger pattern
also applies for open areas.
For evergreens in this situa-
tion the best way to protect

without damaging the plant.
Snow falling from a roof is a
large cause of damage to foun-
dation plants. This can be
addressed during the land-
scape design phase for new
plants. That is, plan to plant a
little bit out from the roofline
to minimize snow falling dam-
age. For existing plants the
best defense is protection! A

small “A-frame” structure -

" from lattice or scrap lumber
will deflect the falling snow
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Orleans County 4-H leader orientation slat

Orleans ~ County Cornell existing 4-H leaders from 9  This orientation is also open learning more about 4-H. information  to help leaders expenenced Orle:
Cooperative  Extension is am. to 12 noon Jan. 27 at the * to community members inter- Topics to be covered orgamize successful 4-H clubs. = 4-H leaders.
holding a leader training and Extension Office, 20 South ested in becoming a 4-H include the history and philos- Speakers include Orleans Interested = pe
orientation for all new and Main St. - leader or just interested in ‘ophy behind 4-H as well as. County 4-H staff as twell"ac acked to R.S.V.P. af
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By Rochelie Smith
-For The Joumnal-Register

Just when everything seems
to get quieter, the holidays are
over, the kids are back to
school, and we haven’t had a
stressful snowfall in weeks,
we notice what an eventful
time of year it is. January’s are
full of historical inauguration
moments. With a new presi- |
dential inauguration just past,
history and looking nostalgi-
cally back at the old days can
be interesting and entertain-
ing. History has its place in so
many areas, not the least of
which is the garden.

The development of the
Cobblestone Museum Kitchen
Garden in Childs is a great
example of how historic gar-
dening can be both interesting
and entertaining. Last January,
a small group of the then
newly trained master gar-
dener volunteers were
researching the plants that
would be appropriate in a late
1800's kitchen garden. They
had already spent time the

History in the garden

previous summer in Mumford
at the Genesee Country Vil-
lage viewing period gardens,

- taking notes and pictures and

asking questions. By March
they were ready to start draw-
ing up a plan.

There are a lot of things to
think about when planning an
historic garden. First is: What
types of gardens were made
during the time period? Foun-
dation plantings are a modern
gardening technique - devel-
oped to hide mass production
masonry. Flowerbeds usually
were only for the very rich as
they had servants to tend
them. So, many gardens, espe-
cially those in the rural land-
scape, fell into the kitchen

' garden category.

The second issue to con-
sider is: What plants were
needed? Historic gardening
tended to follow the ‘form fol-
lows function’ rule. Herb gar-
dens were grown for the
medicinal effects of those
herbs. Dying gardens, like that
at the Amherst Museum, grew
the plants needed to dve varn.

A household kitchen garden
would have had fruits and
vegetables but may also have
included specialty plants to fit
the needs of that particular
household.

The third issue is: What
plants were available then and
can we get them now? It is
surprising to us now to learn
how many plants were
shipped, sold, traded or avail-
able from remote areas of the
world back in the late 1800's..
Western and Central New
York State played an impor-
tant role in horticulture dur-
ing that time frame as there
were several seed and plant
growers located here. Now,
there are modern catalog
companies that provide his-
toric seed sources and can
help with time frame informa-
tion and availability by geo-
graphic location.

By this past April, the mas-
ter gardener volunteers were
working on soliciting plants
from local garden club mem-
bers and searching their own
oardens. And, as the spring

and later early summer pro-
gressed, they completed
ground preparation, installed
the plants and created paths
with hand collected stones.
Plant names placed on signs

_in the garden and drawing a

plan for visitors to see give
the garden additional infor-
mation and educational ele-
ments. With these added
pieces new visitors and others
interested in late 1800's
kitchen gardens have an addi-
tional resource to learn from.

~ As with all gardens, this is

* not the end of the volunteer’s

work. Regular maintenance
will insure good establish-
ment of their plantings as it
will be another two years
before the perennials are

.~ really settled in. But the his-

toric research aspect is over
with and now they can just
garden and have the satisfac-
tion of having provided a real
resource to Orleans County.
Rochelle'Smith is an educa-
tor for Cornell Cooperative
Extension. ~
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Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

You have prob-
ably seen orchid
plants somewhere
- looking colorful,
frilly, and fragile.
You may have even
thought, “I wish | could grow those.” And the fun part s,
you can! Orchids have a bad reputation of being diffi-
cult to grow. They are thought of being fussy and unfor-
giving plants that need special care and conditions. You
may think you need misting systems in a temperature-
controlled greenhouse, maybe with piped in music and

PR

custom potting soil. Not sol |

The orchid family is composed of an estimated
25,000 - 30,000 species worldwide. That is a huge group
of plants. And as with all large groups there are differ-
ent needs for different sub groups. So it is true that while
the majority of orchids are tropical, this large family of
plants has members that can be found growing from
the Arctic Circle to an area about 1,000 miles from Ant-
arctica. Don't let the word ‘tropical’ fool you, not all of
the tropics are warm, humid environments! Environmen-
tal conditions will vary greatly due to elevation differ-
ences. So while some plants will require special treat-
ment, others can be treated just like an African violet
and placed on a windowsill.

In a nutshell, if you want to succeed with an orchid,
be a smart shopper. Choose a plant that suits your grow-
ing conditions. Plants of the hybrid genus Odontida
- (Cochlioda x Odontoglossum) are cool-growing as are
both parents. The same is true for Odontionia
(Odontogiossum x Miltonia) and Vuylstekeara (Miltonia
x Cochlioda x Odontoglossum). There will be help for
all of these Latin names later in the article. )

The second factor in successful orchid growing is
the actual growing. Orchids do best with neglect and
regular monitoring — think of it as quality time with your
plants. That means you can regularly ook at the plants
for signs of leaf-spotting or scale insects, yellowingail- |
ure to flower, or gradual decline, but you don't always |
need to water and feed them! Most orchid novices love |
their plants to death by over watering. I

Since light, temperature, watering, and humidity
needs of these diverse plants varies choose your plant
by the conditions you have in the area you plan to grow
it. The species may have grown naturally in dim light
like on the forest floor among the leaf litter or high up in
the canopy of cloud forests. Phalaenopsis will accept
low light situations such as windowsills or trays under
florescent lights. Most orchids fall somewhere in the
middle of light needs. In our Northern Hemisphere :
homes a southern or an eastern window with strong -
morning sun is best. Western gets too warm and north-
ern is too dark. As for temperature, orchids are catego-
rized as warm, intermediate, or cool-growing plants. This |
refers to the minimum night temperature. The interme- |
diate range is most appropriate at 56° — 66°F. For plants
to flower a differential of about 10° is needed. Watering
is the most difficult aspect because there are so many
factors involved. The relative humidity; type of potting
medium, the type of pot, light intensity, temperature, and
air circulation all play a part. In general, water only when -
the plants are in active growth, usually when new roots
and shoots are starting. Regular misting with plain wa-
ter or setting the plant in a gravel and water filled tray
can address their humidity needs. When misting, never
spray at night to avoid fungal growth. When using a
tray, keep the water level below the stones so the plants
dor't get root rot. 2

Yes, this sounds like a lot, but a single article about *
all of the different types of lawn grasses would sound
complicated too. Remember to choose a plant that fits
your environment!

Where do you go to see lots of different orchids,
talk to people who know all about them, and purchase
one or two for your own? An orchid show! The Niagara -
Frontier Orchid Society will present an Orchid Display |
and Sale on Sunday, February 25 from 9:00 am to 4:00 |
pm at the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical Gardens. |
This is a fun show and a great group of people. In addi- |
tion to information on and displays of orchids they will
have plant sales and hourly plant raffles! For more in-
formation call me in the Orleans County Cooperative
Extension Office at 589-5561 or Delores Galbo at 693-
0376. You won't need to know all of those Latin names
or which species does better in which lighting condi-
tion, all you need is an interest in orchids and a south-
em or eastern window to put them in. The people at the
show will help you select the best orchid for your space
and help you understand how to care for it! Please, take

_a picture and let me know how vou do!
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o Barn Buddies
: This past month for the Barn Buddies 4-H Club has been
usy.

The club has been practicing for the 5-Star Test in March. We
are also holding a candy sale as a fund-raiser.

The big event that our club participated in January was the
Military Mailgram. At the Military Mailgram many 4-H clubs
from Orleans County made Valentine cards for the military
members. In the year 2000, Orleans County 4-H clubs were
first in the state and third in the nation for the amount of cards
made. Our club has participated in this event for the past two
years, ever since our club was organized. Military Mailgram is
an event that our 4-H clubs look forward to every year. We plan
to keep participating in this event for many years to come.

: Submitted by
Stephanie Boyle
~_ H.O.R.S.E.Club :

Jan. 1 HORSE Club had a meeting on practicing for public -
presentations. When we practices, we had presentations on the
parts of the saddle, foaling, horse treats, grooming utensils and
the names of the horses moving abilities as in walking, trotting,

~ cantering and galloping. Donna Scharping took notes and gave

thexq to us, so that we would know whether we were going too
fast, if we needed to speak up and/or if we left anything out.

On Jan. 20th we went to the Trolley Building between 10 a.m.
and 12 p.m. and made Valentine cards for the servicemen and
women. Our club probably made well over 300 cards. Some of
the 4-Hers will get responses from the service people. But even
it we don’t, you can be sure we put smiles on their faces.

Submitted by
Amber Dodson
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By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

... You make everythin
groovy, Wild Thing!” With
true apologies to ‘The Trogs’,
I wasn’t singing about the
same ‘wild thing’ My
thoughts, and often songs, are
directed most often toward
those two, four, six and
(sometimes) eight legged
creatures that frequent my
garden. These wild things are
fleeting, beautiful and some-
times, a nuisance.

Wildlife tends to come in
two categories for gardeners -
those that are desirable like
butterflies, songbirds, lady-
bugs, earthworms and honey-
bees. And, those that are less
desirable - usually because of
the damage they inflict on our
hard work and investments -
like squirrels, rabbits, moles,
slugs, white grubs and deer.
For any gardener the first are
ajoy to see in the garden. We
strive to arrange the right
combination of plants to give
us a visual benefit to match
the habitat or food benefits
received by the wildlife. When
it comes to the second group
it becomes hard to remember
that they have a place in the

garden too.

So what do you do? You
spend time and money on
books, classes and plants to
draw in humming birds or
butterflies and then two rab-
bits and a deer just level it.
Here comes the hard part ...
the space you so painstakingly
designed and planted provide
the same - maybe even better
- wildlife habitat and food for
the destroyers. Part of what
the pretty books on butterflies
don’t tell you is that the deer
will love this garden too. And
if they don’t the mice and
moles will.

So, let’s try and easy one.
Slugs. This past spring was so
wet that the slugs had a field
day. We had multiple genera-
tions of slugs on single plants
at the same time. And these
were not your average, garden
variety slugs. These were
slugs that ranged from tiny,
pinhead babies to mammoth
slugs bigger than my thumb.
Now, I have a group of gar-
dening friends who have
spent much time discussing

_the various methods for effi-

cient slug disposal. This
group, who I will refer to as
my ‘Soil Sisters’ find that their

"Wild Thing, You Make My Heart Sing”

need for these various meth-
ods does not depend on the
size or quantity of slugs but
instead on their personal and
individual preference for
revenge. One of my Soil Sis-
ters stalks the night garden
armed with a flashlight and
salt shaker - follow the slime
trail and TAKE THAT!
Another carries a bucket of
soapy water (flammable lig-
uids are NOT necessary) and
gently shakes each creature
into the suds. Still another
raids her husband’s beer sup-
ply to pour shallow bowls of
brew to be set out in high slug
population areas. And another

collects them in a bucket and

feeds them to the gold fish in

‘the pond. all of these methods

work and for each of my Sis-
ters they provide a stress out-
let, but they don’t solve the
problem.

The problem is: slugs love
moist, dense foliage. Reduce

‘that environment a little, open

it up or intersperse more
diversity in foliage by using
plants with needles, narrow
leaves, etc. and the slugs won’t
have that wonderful space to
place in. Reducing the mois-
ture level in the garden will

THE ]OURNAL-REGISTER
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also reduce that environment
but that is only possible if we
aren’t experiencing super

spring rains. Don’t water gar-

. dens in the evening or at
. night. A moist, nighttime gar-

den will provide a great place
for slugs and several other

_ insects and diseases to thrive.

Please don’t let these wild-
life challenges discourage you
from striving to plant gardens.
Instead, take my class called
‘Wildlife - The Good, The Bad
& The Slimy.’ It will be held
in several libraries and
schools around Orleans
County this February, March
and April. During the class I
discuss the wildlife problems -
faced in garden management,
review the tools and tech-
niques that do and don’t work,
and introduce the resources
used to find more informa-
tion. We'll talk about slugs
and the other undesirables but
we’ll also talk about the good
wild things too. My foal is to
help you make your garden
make your heart sing.

Rochelle Smith is an Exten-
sion Educator with the Orleans
County Cooperative Extension.
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By Rochelle Smith
.+ Extension Educator
“.The past few weeks have
“really started us on our winter
snow tally. The meteorolo-
:'E_i'sgts are predicting the possi-
,bility of a ‘snowier than nor-
- mal winter’ and with that our
driving surfaces could be
.exposed to 40 to 80 tons of
-road salt over the course of
~-this winter season. This can
.really impact the plants that
~grow to those roads.
*%Salt injury occurs in plants

two ways: build up in the soil .

in the plant root zone and
spray onto stems, buds, and, in
the case .of evergreens,
-needles.

_Salt in the soil will interfere
with nutrient availability and
‘uptake and branch tips and
young plant tissues will
out and die at high salt levels.
“The wvisual effect called
switches broom’ is common
evidence of tissue damage to
twigs of deciduous trees. A
cluster of twigs will grow
from the damaged branch end

and form a broom-like appear- -

ance. Salt had killed the tissue
in the tip of the original twig
and the tree responded by
promoting many new twigs to

The Gardener’s Column

Reducing salt damage to roadside plants

grow. Ultimately, these new
twigs are too close together
and not well attached to the
branch so poor growth and

_breakage will occur. Red and

sugar maples are two trees
that are highly sensitive to salt
damage and will form witches
broom branches.

Salt spray will sometimes
only effect the roadside of a
tree but, open branched plants
and smaller shrubs can be
totally engulfed. Damage is
most severe within 60 feet of
an at-grade road. It can extend
much further away from ele-
vated highways and overpass-
es. Brown needles in ever-
greens, lead margin scorch or
complete  defoliation  can
occur from salt spray.iI have
assisted homeowners with lit-
tle leaf linden trees that were
completely bare of leaves
from eight feet to about 15 feet.
off the ground. The trees were
planted next to an eight-foot
tall stockade fence with a 45
mph road 15 feet beyond the
fence. The salt spray from the
road killed the branches
above the fence up to 15 feet
off of the ground. The trees
were live and well leafed out
above and below this dead

area but the screening effect
was lost. :

Often salt damage will not
become immediately evident.
During periods of hot, dry
weather in the following sum-
mer symptoms can start to
show. Abnormal foliage color,
needle tip burn, reduction in
leaf, flower and fruit size
stunting, premature fall ¢olori-
zation and defoliation and a
general decline in tree health
can be from soil or spray salt
damage. This is important to
remember when diagnosing
plant health problems or, in
the terms of an average tree
owner, “What’s wrong with
this tree?”

If you have observed these
symptoms in your landscape
there are several options
available to you., You can
minimize potential salt dam-
age by protection, flushing
and drainage.

Burlap barriers will block
some of the salt spray and can
help protect lower branches in
the short term. If you have
more space between the road
and the tree, snow fencing will
also slow down damage by

‘both being a barrier and

allowing more snow to cover

and insulate the lowest
branches. Just as when you
are wrapping for wind protec-
tion, don’t let the burlap actu-
ally touch the plants, have it

instead be free standing a few -

inches away from the branch-
es.  Flushing the soil with
water in the spring will help
to leach out residual salt. In
weather like we had in spring
2000, that was done by
nature. For drier springs a
hose will be needed, remem-
ber to wash off the branches

of evergreens as well as flush

the soil. Adding organic mat-
ter, activated charcoal, or gyp-
sum can help to reduce
sodium in the soil. This can be
expensive and time consum-
ing but may be necessary for
trees in parking lot tree pits
that have limited root zones.
Changing the slope, and
therefore the drainage, of the
soil surrounding a sensitive
tree or shrub can go a long
way in protection. Salty melt,
rain or flush water will move
farther away from the plant’s
root zone.

New plantings for high salt
areas would best be done with
tolerant  species. Tolerance
does not mean the plants

prefer salt, it means they
won'’t die as quickly as sensi-
tive plants. Plants that natu-
rally occur in ocean salt spray
settings are good examples of
tolerant species. Rugosa rose
bush, green ash tree, winter-
berry, some juniper shrubs,
Douglas fir, Pine, burning
brush shrubs and Norway
maple trees all fall into the tol-
erant or very tolerant catego-
ries. Remember, however, not
all of these plants are tolerant
of the same soil, wind and
water conditions so other fac-
tors can be at work. Practice
good planting planning crite-
ria when selecting any new
plants. Also remember that
new, young plants of even tol-
erant species will have limited
root systems and will be sensi-
tive until they are established.
Interested in more detail?
Please give the Cooperative
Extension a call at 589-5561
and ask for ‘Plant Tolerance to
De-Icing Salt = Spray.” Or,
watch for the Landscape Prob-

lem Solving course I will hold

at various local continuing
education classes this winter
and spring.
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By Tom Rivers
Daily News Staff Writer

ALBION — New York state seemed

to play Santa Claus for Tom Nally
when he was recently offered an early
i retirement.
. Nally, 53, ended a 29-year career
Friday with Cornell Cooperative
Extension, including the past 18
months as executive director of the
Extension’s efforts in Orleans County.
He credited a retirement incentive by
the state for prodding him to end his
career at least a year earlier than he
expected. :

Nally said he accepted the retirement
offer mainly because he wanted to
spend more time with his wife, Linda,
and their two grown children. He said
his job with the Extension often
involved meetings in the evenings and
on weekends.

“The ways things have been going
I’ve had to schedule an appointment to
have dinner with my wife,” he said Fri-
day during a telephone interview at his
Albion office.
| Nally, a resident of Chili in Monroe
County, joined the Extension 'in
Orleans after most recently working as
an agricultural program leader for
Monroe, Seneca, Ontario and Orleans
counties. He also worked as a veg-
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etable agent for Monroe, Genesee and
Orleans counties. He started his career
working for the Extension in Westch-
ester County.

“It will be a challenge to find some-
one with his back-
ground and experi-
ence,” said Bill
Gerling, the gener-
al manager of
Lake Ontario Fruit
in Gaines, an apple
storage and pack-
aging facility.

Gerling, a for-
mer  Extension
specialist, said
Nally proved to be an advocate for
Orleans farmers.

Nally was busy the past several
weeks visited farmers in Kendall, Carl-
ton and Yates, reminding them about
an upcoming review for an agricultural
district covering the three towns. Nally
went to the farms personally because
the county had not received many sur-
veys from farmers indicating if they
wanted to be in the agricultural district.

The district provides important pro-
tections for farmers from so-called nui-
sance suits, where some neighbors and
municipalities try to reduce byproducts
of farming, such as noise, odor and

Nay

mud on the road, Nally said.

Although he’s retired, he said he will
continue to be a proponent for farm-
land protection. He knows first hand
about how fast prime farmland can dis-
appear. He remembers leaving for col-
lege when nearby Greece was rural.
When he visited his home after earning
a master’s degree from Cornell Uni-
versity, he didn’t recognize his home
town.

“I saw Greece grow up around me,”
he said ruefully.

“Some of the finest vegetable crop
land in the world now has houses on
it.”

Orleans County is becoming more
attractive to developers as suburbs
spread and public waterlines are
installed along rural roads, he said.
Orleans towns and other municipalities
need to identify farmland that should
be retained and then work with farmers
to devise farm protection laws, Nally
said.

Despite a short stint in Orleans
County, Nally made an impression,
said Karen Watt, a Gaines fruit grower
and past Orleans County Farm Bureau
president.

“He will certainly be missed,” she
said. “He brought a lot of experience

working with government entities.”

nsion executive director retires

Nally called a joint project to install
waterlines to the fairgrounds in
Knowlesville “one of the most exciting
things in my career.” The state, town of
Ridgeway and federal government all
are pooling resources to run waterlines
to the hamlet of Knowlesville and the
fairgrounds. The water should be in
place by next year’s fair, Nally said.

He hopes the fairgrounds will soon
be home to the Extension’s headquar-
ters. Nally and Greg Dale, president of
the Extension’s board of directors, told
county legislators in October the
Extension is seeking grant funds to
build a new office in Knowlesville.

Nally said the current 150-year-old
setup at 20 South Main St. is cramped,
antiquated and energy inefficient. He
believes moving the center to
Knowlesville will also make better
year-round use of the fairgrounds.

“I wish I had more time,” he said
about his Orleans ambitions. “I’ve just
got started here.”

The Extension has formed a search
committee and will likely pick Nally’s
successor in about three months, he
said. :

The agency will be in good hands,
Nally said, because of an “excellent”
staff of agricultural specialists and
educational agents.
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4-H’ers send Valentines to soldiers

By Heather Beach
The Journal-Register

Members of the 4-H Club of Orleans
County sent out a little love ‘this Valentine’s
Day by making cards for soldiers away from
home.

‘The 4-H, which consist of boys and girls,
ages 8 to 18, started making the Valentine’s
Day cards for service men and women back in
December, said Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion Educator Margo Bowerman.

The cards will be sent to members of the
armed forces around the the United States
and the world via Friends Of Our Troops, the

organization which will distribute the cards.

Approximately 40--lgaders. and 4-H'ers. .
recently gathered at the Trolley building at
4-H Fairgrounds and got creative for the final
day of card making.

Bowerman said everyone involved enjoyed
the day and the cards were really original.

“The kids really get into it,” she said.

The 4-H organization has been making
cards for the past four years and the event
grows in size every year, said 4-H leader and
teen advisor Pauline Lanning.

Please see CARDS page 6A

Last year, Orleans County

4-H members shipped approx-

imately 1,600 to the soldiers.
This year, that number has
increased to more than 2,000
cards, Lanning said.

Jane Read, leader of the
Barre bunch of 4-Hers, said
her group made more than
540 cards this year. That’s
approximately 150 cards per
person, she said.

This is the third year the
Barre bunch has participated
in the event and Read said the
program is great for the kids
because they get a chance to
interact with people. Many of
the soldiers who get cards
write back to thank the 4-
H’ers, she said.

“Tt cheers up both the mili-
tary and the kids and they
have a ball making them,”
Read said.

Because the recipients often
write back to the 4-Her’s, they
get a chance to learn about
other places and cultures,
Bowerman said.

“It helps them understand
the force the United States has
in the world and also helps
them appreciate life in the
United States,” she said.

© Read said the kids cut up
pictures from old Christmas
or Birthday cards for the Val-
entines and also used the old
cards as examples. Anyone

wishing to contribute old
cards for the event next year
is asked to drop them off at
the Cornell Cooperative
Extension office in Albion.

——
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Medina H.O.R.S.E. Club

practices public speaking

MEDINA — The H.O.R.S.E. Club had a
meetmg on Jan. 1, practicing for public pre-
sentations, There were presentations on the
parts of the saddle, foaling, horse treats, |
grooming utensils, and the names of the hors- |
es moving abilities as in walking, trotting, can-
tering, and galloping. Donna Scharpmg took
notes on whether the riders were going too ’
fast, if we needed to speak up, and/or if we left |

anything out.

On Jan. 20, the club went to the Trolley '

- men and women. The club made well over 300

Building and made Valentine cards for service !

cards.

The Gardener’s Column /™%

By Rochelle Smith

For The Journal-Register

You have probably seen
orchid plants somewhere
looking colorful, frilly and
fragile. You may have even
thought, “I wish I could grow
those.” And the fun part is,
you can.

Orchids have a bad reputa-
tion of being difficult to grow.
They are thought of as being
fussy and unforgiving plants
that need special care and
conditions. You may think
you need misting systems in a

‘ temperature controlled green-
house, maybe with piped in
music and custom pott’ing soil.
Not so.

The orchid family is com-
posed of an estimated 25,000 -
30,000 species worldwide.
That is a huge group of plants.
And as with all large groups
there are different needs for
different sub groups. So it is
true that while the majority of
orchids are tropical, this large
family of plants has members
that can be found growing
from the Arctic Circle to an
area about 1,000 miles from
Antarctica. Don'’t let the word
‘tropical’ tool you, not all of
the tropics are warm, humid
environments. Environmental

conditions will vary greatly.

due to elevation differences.
So while some plants will
require special treatment, oth-
ers can be treated just like an
African violet and placed on a

Orchids - not so hard to grow

windowsill.

In a nutshell, if you want to
succeed with an orchid be a
smart shopper. Choose a plant
that suits your growing condi-
tions. Plants of the hybrid
genus Odontida (Cochlioda x
Odontoglossum) are  cool
growing as are both parents.

The same is true for Odon-

tionia  (Odontogiossum  x
Miltonia) and Vuylstekeara
(Miltonia . x Cochlioda x
Odontoglossum). There will
be help for all of these Latin
names later in the article.

The second factor in suc-
cessful orchid growing is the
actual growing. Orchids do
best with neglect and regular
monitoring - think of it as
quality time with your plants.
That means you can regularly
look at the plants for signs of
leaf-spotting or scale insects,
yellowing, failure to flower or
gradual decline, but you don’t
always need to water and feed
them. Most orchid novices
love their plants to death by
over watering,

Since light, temperature,
watering and humidity needs
of these diverse plants varies
choose your plant by the con-
dition you have in the area
you plan to grow it. The spe-
cies may have grown natu-
rally in dim light like on the
forest floor among the leaf lit-
ter or high up in the canopy of
cloud forests. Phalaenopsis
will  accept low light

situations such as windowsills

or trays under . florescent

lights.

Most orchids fall some-
where in the middle of light =
needs. In our Northern Hemi-

sphere homes a southern or
an eastern window with
strong morning sun is best.

Western gets too Waﬁﬂ and;; for your

~ show. The Nlagara Frontler'

northern is too dark.
As for temperature, orchids
are categorized as warm,

intermediate or cool growing

plants. This refers to the mini-

mum night temperature, The -

intermediate range is most
appropriate at 56-66 degrees.
For plants to flower a differen-

tial of about 10 degrees is

needed.

Watering is ‘the most diffi-
cult aspect because there are
so many factors involved. The
relative humidity, type of pot-
ting medium, the type of pot,

light intensity, temperature
and air circulation all play a .

part. In general, water only
when the plants are in active
growth, usually when new
roots and shoots are starting.
Regular misting with plain
water or setting the plant in a

gravel and water filled ‘tray

can address their humidity
needs. When misting, never
spray at night to avoid fungal

growth. When using a tray, -

keep the water level below the
stones so the plants don’t get
root rot.

Yes, this sounds like a lot,

THURSDAY FEBRUARYJS, 209_1 i

but a single article about all of
the different types of lawn

~grasses would sound comph-

cated too. Remember
choose a plant that ﬂts your

environment.

Where doe you go to see

lots of different orchids, talk |.
to people who know all about

them and

Orchid Society will present an
Orchid Display and Sale from

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Feb. 25 at the

Buffalo and Erie County
Botanical Gardens. This is a

fun show and a great group of

people. In addition to infor-
mation on and displays of
orchids they will have. rﬁlant

* sales and hourly plant ra

- For more information call
me in the Orleans County
‘Cooperative Extension office

at 589-5561 or Delores Galbo

at 693-0376. :
You won't need to know all

of those Latin names or which
species does better in which

lighting condition, all you
need is an interest in orchids -
‘and a southern or eastern

window to put them in. The

you select the best orchid for
your space ‘and help you
understand how to care for it.
Please take a picture and Iet
me know how you do.

Rochelle Smith is the Exten-
sion Educator with Orleans
County Cornell Cooperatwe
Extenmon.

- people at the show will help




The Gardener’s Column

By Rochelle Smith

For The Journal-Register

Have you ever noticed the
differences between two sides
of a coin? One side has an
image of a person on it the
other has something com-
pletely different. Sometimes
the ‘tails side’ is a building or
animal, often it relates to a
state or specific time in histo-
ry. In any case the two sides of
any given coin rarely relate to
each other aside from having
the same denomination and
type of metal. But you can not
have just one side of a coin;
you always have to have both.

In my observations I've
noticed that people’s attitudes
about pest control are as dif-
ferent as two sides of a coin.
Some people see that without
careful monitoring and timely
pesticide treatments their
products are not as market-
able. There are many custom-
ers that will not buy a blem-
ished apple. There also also
those people on the other side
of the coin who feel that we
are already exposed to too
many chemicals and addi-
tional spraying is just making
things worse.,
- I-do not propose to settle -
these differences. In Orleans
- County we have growers,
markets and consumers who
fall on both sides of the coin.
Each of these groups has the
option to choose the level of

Workshops and re-certification training

treatment they prefer on their
fruits and vegetables and -
grow, sell or buy accordingly.
It is important to remember
that the farmer’s goal is to
produce a product that can go
to market without costing him
more than he can charge. It
makes no sense to sell an
apple for fifty cents it it costs
the farmer sixty cents to pro-
duce it. How can it cost that
much when the trees are
already there, they give lots of

fruit and Mother Nature does

the watering?

~ Well, remember, not every-
thing that looks free really is.
It takes money and time to
buy, grow, feed and prune the

~ trees. It takes money and time
~ to monitor the blossoms,

leaves, and fruit for insects

.and diseases. Money and time

figure heavily in the treatment
of any insects or diseases that
are found - using the recom-
mended minimum amount of
treatment to keep those costs
down and still control the
problem. Mother Nature may
provide water but, like last
spring, it’s not always in the
quantity or timing desired.
And, of course, harvesting,
storage and hauling also take
money and time. We won’t
even talk about the taxes on
‘the land.

The other thing to know is
that agricultural pest treat-
ment is a highly monitored

process. The Environmental
Protection Agency and the
Department of Environmental
Conservation both actively
participate in pesticide recom-
mendations, labeling, treat-
ments and applicator licens-
ing.

These agencies authorize

- products for use in specific

circumstances - the label on
the pesticide. The rule is sim-
Ple - the label is the law. If the
label doesn’t cover the plant,

'Crop, situation (greenhouse or

field), or pest, it can not be
used. , i
Parts of these agencies also
oversee certain aspects of
applicator licensing. This has
two effects, it insures the
applicator is knowledgeable in
the handling and application
of the products for his, and his
surrounding’s safety. And, -
through re-certification, it
insures the community that
the applicator is learning
about new techniques, prod-
ucts and tools to stay on top of
developments in pest treat-
ment=Siicis

At the Cooperative Exten-
sion we are educators, we
teach people as much as possi-
ble about both sides of the
coin while helping them to
still meet their goals. To that
end we will be providing pes-
ticide core training and a re-

certification workshop March

15 and 16.

THE ]QURNAL-RE{;ISTER
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The core training class is
designed for new applicators -
people who have worked
under their supervisor’s
license and, with the new
laws, need to get their own

_ license in order to apply pesti-

cides. This class is eight
intense hours of basics: care,
handling, safety, ground water
and wildlife protection, equip-
ment management and ‘The
Label.

When this class is com-
bined with reading the rather
large core manual the appli-
cant has a great resource
under his belt. To become and
applicator he must then past a
written test given by the DEC,

The 16th is a re-certification
workshop. Here both private
and commercial agricultural
pesticide applicators will hear
a variety of speakers present
new information about pest
treatment and control as well
as potential ways to reduce
pesticide usage and need. For
these applicators their liveli-
hood is on the pesticide treat-
ment side of the coin. Under-
standing the best and newest
methods for control and
safety will give them more
options for providing blemish
free products to our markets.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative |
Extension.

=i



es get connected |

said one of
year 2000 was
bile computer
Is. A

w deputies to
spartment of

1 Albany and
aformation

during traffic stops.
The computers also allow
deputies to contact each other and

dispatchers without using radios,

providing privacy and security,
Maha said. j

The computers were paid for
from a U.S. Department Q_f J_usuce

Harrison

tapped by
Extension

By Tom Rivers
Daily News Staff Writer

ALBION — Orleans County Coop-
erative Extension tapped its former
board of directors chairman to lead the
agency while officials seek a new full-
time director.

Roger Harrison, a retired Yates
farmer and agriculture teacher at Bark-
er Central School, expects to coordi-
nate the Extension’s g
efforts in Orleans
County for the next [
five or six months. r

“Whatever time it (B8
takes, I can help them |[g
out,”” he said this
week. _

Harrison finished a
six-year stint on the Harrison
board a year ago. His familiarity with

_the Extension staff and operations will

help him as interim director, Extension
officials said.

“He knows how the Extension sys-
tem works,” said -Mike Zelazny, the
Extension’s board treasurer. “He’s
very familiar with the administrative
function and we thought he would fit

" in well.”

Zelazny called Harrison “an enthu-
siastic Extension supporter.”

Harrison, a 68-year-old town of
Yates resident, will only work part-

- time until a full-time director is hired.
‘Tom Nally retired in December after
18 months as Orleans director and 29
years with Cornell Cooperative Exten-
' sion,
' As director Harrison will oversee
the Extension’s 4-H Fairgrounds in
| Knowlesville, the Extension’s budget

See Orleans — page A-2
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4-Hers give public presentat1ons

.« The 2001 Orleans County
4-H Public Presentations were
held Feb. 10 with the makeup
being held Feb. 20.

Public Presentations - pro-
| vide 4-Hers the opportunity
to practice public speaking
skills in a friendly environ-
ment. Although most of the 4-
H’ers do not relish participat-
ing in the program, alumni of
the program state that it was
one of the most beneficial
programs they had partici-
pated in.

This year 53 4-H’ers partici-
pated with a wide variety of
topics, ranging from Terrific
Trombones to Hofse Groom-
ing to Super Sonic Splits. All
presenters were treated to an
ice cream sundae following
‘their presentation.

This year, a statewide Pub-
lic Presentations competition
will be held June 25 for senior
4-H members (13 years and
older). Lyanne Fousse, Lisa
Hansen, Michelle Sands, Ker-
rie Walker, Brittany Williams

and Amanda Vreeland partici-
pated in the qualifying event.
Each county is eligible to send
one representative for each
type of Public Presentation
(demonstration or illustrated
talk, speech or public address
and recitation). Sands was

selected to represent Orleans

County for her presentation
“Caring for an infant in need”.
Vreeland was selected as an
alternate for her presentation
on “Fine dining” and Williams

was selected as second alter-

nate for her presentation on
“Grooming a horse.”

In the County Horse Com-
munications event, eight 4-
H'ers gave presentations
meeting strict standards of cri-
teria. - Jessica Arno, Audrey
Rath and Carly Wells are eligi-
ble to go to the Western Dis-
trict Regional Horse Commu-
nications event in Genesee
County March 31.

This year Six Flags Darien
Lake provided four compli-

‘mentary all-day admission

tickets to distribute to 4-H’ ers
that participated in Publlc
Presentations.

Orleans County 4-Hers
who participated in the Public
Presentations, in addition to
those already mentioned are
Anne and Michael Halstead,
Carly and Dustin Ferguson,
Kelliann  Grolling, Amber
Dodson, Kelly Walsh, Hans
Rosentreter, Stephanie Boyle,
Mitchell and Alex Van-
Lieshout, Dan Dodson, Emily
Culbertson, Aimee, Russell
and Deborah  Shortridge,
Mitchell and Leia Fannin,
Robert, Heather and Scott
Carr, Stryker Ostafew, Mitch-
ell Hansler, Danielle Erway,
Julia Southcott, Jesse Smith,
Kasandra and Chelsie CIiff,
Amie and Kelly Collazo,
Danielle Bannister, Nicole
Brown, Erica Callahan, Toya
Torrance, Julia Hansen, Lau-
ren Rogers, Brandi Kurzows-
ki, Rachel and Jacob Preston,
Andrew and Mark Logan,
Tegan Leach and Kim Vocco.
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The Gardener’s Column

Duck into Spring

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register
What is it that makes you
feel like spring is nearly here?
Is it the first robin? Maybe it’s
that smell of warm, damp
earth on a sunny day? Some
people tell me that the snow-
drops, crocus and early daffo-
dils put them in the spring
spirit but by then it seems that
spring has arrived already.
For me the robins seem to
be staying all winter - wildlife
- planting has been working
very well. We have had four in
‘ the hawthorn tree on and off
all winter. So, it's not the rob-
ins for me. I truly love that
smell of warm, damp earth
and when I lived in a different
area it really generated those
first wonderful feelings of
spring. But, now we live close
to the river and with its small
microclimate we don’t warm
up at the house as fast as
inland. I don’t get those same
warming breezes early in
spring, not until all of the ice
melts. So, it’s not the smell of
the earth that makes we think
spring is right around the cor-
ner. -
For me, it is ducks. We, in
western New York State have
the benefit of living near open
water that is used in the
migratory paths. Once these
ducks start to show up - small
groups first then larger flocks
- I know spring is getting real
close.
The diving sucks were the
first to catch my attention that
late winter many years ago.

These ducks completely sub-
merge to eat fish and small
mollusks, Since I grew up
watching mallards drift down-
stream with heads underwa-
ter and tails in the air I was
surprised to see a duck com-
pletely submerge. The ‘buffle-
head’ was the first diving duck
on my identification list. with
a large white patch on the side
of it’s head, unusual head
shape and low profile in the
water it is easily identified.
Buffleheads are a sea duck
that winter in salt water on
the coast and summer in
Canadian wooded lakes and

. rivers. Later I noticed the

‘Canvasback’ ducks, with their
long bills; red heads (male),
long flattened head profile
and that light, canvas colored
back. These are bay ducks
that swim under water and
run along the water’s surface
to take off. They migrate from
U.S. coastlines in the winter
to northwestern Canadian
lakes in the Rockies and high
prairies.

Early one.spring several
years ago we had several
Common Merganser ducks in
the river. These are fresh
water diving ducks that sit .
low in the water like a loon
but have much sleeker bodies.
The males have a dark green
head like our familiar mal-
lards but their white chest and
under bellies, long think bill
and white back markings
make it distinctly different.
The females have rusty red
heads often with a crest. The
tests say that the Common
Merganser will summer in our

area too but I have yet to see
them other than in late winter
or very early spring.

When on the water these
ducks will flock together,
sometimes in mixed species,
often in flocks of the same
species. When we have wind,
like we have this past week,
the flocks trail out over the
water’s surface like a splash of
texture that is drifting on the
current, If you have some time
to spend looking at our water-
ways, you will see some of
these migratory visitors. All
you need is a book, your bin-
oculars and some interest in
identifying them but, before
you knot it, spring will be here
and they will be gone again
for the season.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.
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4-H members to converge on capital

ALBION — Thousands of 4-H members from New York State
will expand their knowledge of state government when they
travel to Albany Menday and Tuesday for the 66th annual 4-H
Capital Days event. The 120 teens represent 4-H members from
every county in the state and borough in New York City.

During this year’s event, 4-H members, leaders and staff will
meet with elected officials, members of the court system and
representatives from a variety of state agencies.

Assemblywoman Elizabeth Little will discuss the legislative
process. Assemblyman Paul Tonko will review how a bill
becomes a law. :

Delegates will learn about career opportunities in government
as they tour state agencies, participate in discussion sessions and
visit with their legislators.

Representing Orleans County will be Kelly Collazo of Albion
and Scott Marciszewski of Medina. Kelly is a member of the
Hindsburg Hilltop and Towpath 4-H Club and Scott is a member

of the New Kids on the Block 4-H Club. i

The 4-H Capital Days program is sponsored by the New York
State Association of Cornell Cooperative Extension 4-H Educa-
tors. Local financial support for the trip is provided by the
Orleans County 4-H Leaders’ Association and the Orleans Coun-
ty 4-H Senior Council. For more information regarding 4-H, call
Orleans County Cornell Cooperative Extension at 589-5561 or
write P.O. Box 150, Albion, N.Y. 14411. i \
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Members of the Barn Buddies 4-H Club recently visited Kateland Miniature Farms in Holley.

o

4-H Club News

On Feb. 18, the Barn Bud-
dies 4-H Club went to Kate-
land Miniature Farms in Hol-
ley.

Kateland Farms is owned an
run by Ted and Joy Jenney.

This is the second year we
have visited the farm. Each
year, Mr. Jenny tacked up a
mini to a buggy and we were
allowed to drive it.

We also toured the foaling
barn and the other different
barns for the horses. We got
to see a lot of the yearlings
and four foals that were
recently born. At the farm

there are about 70 miniatures
and Mr. Jenny is expecting
around 15 foals.

We also learned many new

things about minis. One thing

we learned is that the parents

of the miniatures a long time
ago were very small Shetland
Ponies. When a miniature is
going to have a foal it has to
be supervised because compli-
cations occur in miniatures
quite often during foaling. In
the foaling barn there is a bed-
room so when the owner is
expecting a foal he will sleep
in that room in the barn. He

also has a camera placed in
the stalls which you can see i
the room on the monitors.
Mr. Jenney also gave us a
video which he made that -
shows the birthing and deliv-:
ery of a miniature horse.
Ted and Joy Jenney have
scheduled many events and
shows at Kateland Farms and*
also compete in many events -
outside his farm. - 5
Our club looks forward to
going to Kateland Miniature -
Farm again next year. .
Submitted by
Stephanie Boyle
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The Gardener’s Column

By Rochelle Smith

For The Journal-Register

‘“Zones’ come in all sorts of
forms. There are specialized
sports zones that are in our
common language. Zones
where the points are higher
due to location in the field or
court. We're all familiar with
the twilight zone that seems to
affect people at the oddest
moments and when you travel
you hear that ‘the white zone
is for loading and unloading
only.” Gardeners have zones
too, but our zones don’t
always have clear edges.

When gardeners travel the
question they are most often
asked is: what zone are you in?

The correct answer should be -

a number or, in some cases, a
number and a letter. So, what
is this zone stuff, what is the
correct answer for our area,
and how useful is it?
‘Hardiness zone’ is the quick
answer to the first part of that
question. North America is
broken into eleven geographi-
cal zones based on average
annual minimum tempera-
tures. For modern maps these
temperatures were recorded
. for the years 1974 t0 1986. In

Zone in on your garden

older references you will you
will find a wide range of
sources and time frames as
well as different zone num-
bers. If you are looking at a
plant description that is from

_ an older book try to find out

what hardiness zone time
frame and numbers were used
as the references could be
very misleading. :
The correct hardiness zone
answer for our area is ... “It
depends.” In general our area
is a zone 6 due to the modifi-

- cation effects from Lakes

Ontario and Erie. That means
that, in general, our average
minimum temperature is -10
to O F. Some texts will further

divide that into ‘a-b’ sub cate-

gories where ‘b’ is warmer
than ‘a’. In that case we are
both 6b near to the lake and
6a further inland. That is ‘by
the book.

The important thing to

notice from that information

is “average minimum.” We all
know that once Lake Erie
freezes over all bets are off for
how cold it can get around |
here. We have had colder
temperatures just this past
seasomn.

So, how useful is hardiness
zone information? It is still a

great guideline. Zone numbers

are found accompanying plant
descriptions in books and
often at the garden centers.
Knowing that a plant can tol-
erate average winter tempera-
tures in zone 5 or colder
pretty much insures surviv-
ability from a cold hardiness
point of view. Our recommen-
dation at the Cooperative
Extension is: choose a plant
that is zone 5 hardy for our
area. ;

When you choose a plant
that is listed for zone 6, our
zone, you’ll have to take into
consideration other risk fac-
tors. Since these zone listings
are averages, we can have
much colder weather and
zone 6 hardy plants may be
damaged or killed in a ‘normal
winter.” Plants in sites exposed
to winter wind and weather
will experience much colder
temperatures. On the other
hand, plants in protected
areas, out of the wind or near
a warm sun reflecting brick

-wall, can see the opposite

effect. I have seen zone 7

plants survive, even thrive, in
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a protected area in Western

New York. There are some
trees in Lyndonville that are
in a perfect microclimate,
where they have flourished in
a protected area.

A microclimate is where the
weather is different in small
areas due to a localized effect.
That warm, brick wall can
block the wind and hold the
sun’s heat longer into the day,
that forms a microclimate. We
experience a microclimate

. from the buffering effects of

Lake Ontario. That, combined
with the hills and elevation
changes as you move south
from the lake, forms other
microclimates.

For your planting site,
choose a plant that is right for
the zone site conditions and

* that plant will have an easier

time getting established and
be less prone to insects or dis-
ease. So, just as in sports,
know your zone and enjoy
your gardening,

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County CornelliCooperative
Extension.
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Orleans County 4-H mem-
bers Kelly Collazo of Albion
and Scott Marciszewski of
Medina are part of a delega-
tion representing thousands of
New York State 4-Hers who

are expanding their knowl-

edge of state government by
participating in the 66th

event in Albany this week.
Collazo is a member of the
Hindsburg Hilltop and Tow-
path 4-H Club and Marcisze-
wski a member of the New
Kids on the Block 4-H Club.
During this year’s even the
participating 4-H members,

‘THt;RSDAY, MA__I;E:H 8, 2001

Local 4-Hers take part in 2001 4

annual 4-H Capital Days

‘cies. In

volunteer leaders and staff
will meet with leaders in state
government, members of the
court system and officials
from a variety of state agen-
addition, they
observed a working session of
the state legislature and talked
with their representatives.

Member of the Assembly
Elizabeth Little will set the
stage by discussing the legis-
lative process and Assembly-
man Paul Tonko will review
how a bill becomes a law.
Delegates will learn about
career opportunities in gov-
ernment as they tour state

-H Capital

agencies, participate in discus-
sion 'sessions and visit with
their legislators.

The 4-H Capital Days pro-
.gram is sponsored by the New
York State Association of Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension
4-H Educators. Local financial
support for the trip is

provide
County
tion an

4-H Se
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By Karen Canning, Go Art!

For The Journal-Register

Looking for a reason to cel-
ebrate the coming of spring to
Orleans County? Look no fur-
! ther than April 1 at the 4-H
Fairgrounds, Route 31,
Knowlesville. There you'll
- find the Family Folk Fair, an
" afternoon of music, dancing,
storytelling, food and crafts
for all to enjoy. Between 12:30
and 5 p.m. attendees can stop
in to see and try a variety of
our region’s arts and tradi-
tions, including demonstra-
tions of Mexican basket weay-
ing, fly tying, wood carving
and water witching. The
admission is free, so bring
family, friends, everyone.

The day’s musical entertain-
ment will kick off at 1 p.m.
with Grupo Tikal, a quartet
based in Orleans County.
Playing a mix of traditional
Mexican and familiar Latin
musical styles, the group
enjoys performing for local
clubs and events and has
played for the annual “bien-
venida” celebration in Brock-
port, which welcomes migrant
workers to the area every
June. ;

Next on the bill at 2 p.m. is
Brass Magic, offering Polish
polka and standards sure to
get you up on your feet (an
area for dancing will be
available).

At 3 p.m., Ted McGraw and
Friends will bring the sounds
of Irish jigs, reels and ballads
to the stage, accompanied by
a demonstration of Irish step
dancing and “ceili” or group
dancing.

Finally, the Geneseo Strong
Band will round out the after-
noon at 4 p.m. where audi-
ence members will enjoy old
time fiddle music and have a

chance to join in on a square ;

dance or two.
~Audience members will also

Family Folk Fair offers

enjoy storytelling by student
Hans Rosentreter of Medina,
who will entertain between
musical acts with well known
fairy tales and other comic
stories for all ages,

Concurrently with the musi-
cal entertainment, a number
of local artisans and commu-
nity members will hold dem-
onstrations and workshops in
traditional arts and crafts.

You can try your hand at
creating lures or “flies” for
Great Lakes fishing from a
master fly tier, courtesy of
Orleans Outdoor, Inc. of
Albion.

Stop in at the Family Tradi-
tions Quilt table and create

your own quilt square with art-

teacher Darlene Devine and
students from Albion Elemen-
tary School.

Learn about the tradition of
water witching from Clayton
Marting and others who will
demonstrate their techniques
of locating water sources on
the grounds.

Talk to wood carver Donald
Rowe and see his work and
brows through crocheted and
knitted items crafted by
Bosnian war refugees.

And at Ip.m,, artisan Augus-
tina Salazar of Albion will
offer a class in Mexican basket
weaving.  This  workshop
requires a couple of hours and
proceeds in consecutive steps,

, S0 be sure to join in at the
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fun for all

beginning to learn this beauti-
ful craft,

Interested in our local agri-
culture, natural resources and
history? Come and see dem-
onstrations by wildlife reha-
bilitation expert Gail Culver
who will have help from her
animal friend.

Check out Orleans County
4-H Shepherds Club and Goat
Club, who will give sheep and
wool demonstrations  and
offer goat mild cheese and
fudge to sample.

Children will enjoy learning
pioneer games led by the
Helping Hands 4-H Club,

Mark’s Pizza and the
Medina Lions Club will also
be on hand selling pizza, ham-
burgers, hots and drinks.

The event is jointly spon-
sored by the Genesee-Orleans
Youth Bureau, Cornell Coop-
erative Extension of Orleans
County and the Genesee-
Orleans Regional Arts Coun-
cil (Go Artl). The organiza-
tions are grateful for pattial
funding of the Family Folk
Fair from the New York State
Office of Children and Family
Services, and the New York
State Council on the Arts Folk
Arts Program. il

For more information
please call Go Art! at 343-9313
or 1-800-774-7372, the Gene-
see Orleans Youth Bureau at
344-3960 or 1-800-724-8388 or
the  Cornell Cooperative
Extension at 589-5561.
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So Sew Saturday continues
on April 14 from 2'to 4 p.m. at
Cooperatiye Extension Cen-
ter’s basement, 20 South Main
St., Albion,

Sponsored by the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperatiye
Extension, So Saturdays are
coordinated to teach simple
sewing techniques to anyone,
These classes have been well
attended and are sti]] open to
anyone,

There is no fee for the
instruction, To cover the cost
of materials, participants are
asked to bring $2,

Items will be made during
the class and individuals wil]
be able to take the finished
product home, If possible,
participants are asked to bring
their own scissors/shears but
this is not necessary,

Sponsored by ‘the Orleans
County Cornel] Cooperative
Extension, the annyal 4-H
clothing revue will take place |
April 28. This year the theme |
is 2001 ... Fashion Odyssey,

Participants will pe judged |
earlier in the day on the con-
struction of the garment. The
evening portion is g fashion
show of the garments made
and final selection of those
who will represent Orleans
County in the District and
State 4-H clothing revyes.

Marcia Tuohey, chairman
of the Orleans County Legis-
lature, will Present briefly on
the history and fashion of the
hat. :

The public is welcome to

attend this event, Door prizes
- will be given away.

For  more information
please contact Marlene Seiel-
stad at the Orleans Cornell
Cooperative Extension at 589-
5561 0L e-mail
miszzﬁ@cornell.edu.

The Daily News « Tuesday, March 20, 2001 .
4-H Kids Forum Saturday

ALDEN —_ A total of 152 members from ﬁve
counties wijl] Participate Saturday in the eighth
annual 4-H Kijds Forum,

tors will share theijr knowledge with 4.4 youth
and other adyt volunteers, -
ucational Workshops wil] include making a

terrarium, a fipsy aid ki
learning aboyt the life cycle of bees. Food

' classes wi]] include making a Pyramid of

snacks, cooking around the world, and making
herb vinegars and mustards,

The forum wijy include 4-H members from
Genesee, Orleans, Wyoming, Erie and Niagara
counties. For more information contact area

'Col‘n_él] Cooperatiye Extension offices, -
R as L] . - m - -
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‘By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

Where were you 10 years
agor - ¢

Do you remember what you
were doing, or not doing, in
early March 19917

We had a storm then too.
We didn’t receive inch upon
inch of snow during that
storm - that storm was ice!

March 3, 1991 is a vivid
memory in my life. They say
that one person’s problem is
another person’s opportunity.
For the ice storm of 1991, I pre-
fer to think that I was able to
make lemonade out of a lot of
lemons.

The ice had already begun
to make roads slick and cause
. weak tree branches to fall
when my husband and I drove
home to Irondequoit, a north-
ern suburb of Rochester, from
a concert in Geneva. That
itself is a hair-raising story.
Arriving home, we found
everything covered in a grow-
ing layer of glistening ice with
more freezing rain falling.

We awoke with the morning
sun to a splendid sight. Every-
thing was covered in ice an
inch thick! Homes, cars, lights,
trees, the sun came up and the
world glistened like a polished
diamond.

Sure, we could hear the
trees creaking around us and
the TV told us that there were
many without power and the
city had put on a driving ban.
But we had power ... until 8
a.m.

- As the last of the big feeder
lines bringing electricity to
Rochester and the surround-
ing communities gave out
under the weight of'the ice,
we fell into the same survival
issues the rest of the area was
in. Basics: shelter, warmth,
food. We were pretty lucky, I

A look at trees a decade Iater |

have friends that were with-
out power for nearly three
weeks, but we were only out

- for six days. A full pantry, lots

of firewood and propane in
the gas grill took care of the
rest.

But, you see that was only
the delivery of the lemons, I
hadn’t started to make lemon-
ade yet.

Once people were safe and
the streets were passable, the
City of Rochester was able to
assess the other damage that
was inflicted during one
night’s coating of one inch of
ice. Massive piles of brush
lined most streets and many
trees had been uprooted, split
to their core or pealed back
almost like a banana.

Then there were the hidden
hazards - internal damage
from excessive bending had
caused the centers of branch-
€s, or, in some cases, trunks to
rupture. When the ice melted
these trees flexed back to a
‘normal’ position hiding the
threat.

Woody plants don’t heal in
the sense that we think of.
When a person breaks a bone
that bone can be set and will
‘knit’ and be as strong as
before. Trees don't do that.
They define the edges of the
damage, form a compartment
of sorts and seal that area off.
But the damage is still there
and doesn’t help the tree be
strong,

That’s why these hidden,
internal damages were so
threatening. The trees had no
strength and no way to put on
more wood to give them
strength before the spring
winds started to blow. A tree
that is planted along a street
has many vulnerable sur-
roundings like people, homes,
cars and wires so the city had
to find these damaged trees,
evaluate their condition and

remove those that were a haz-
ard, :

The city lost nearly 20% of
its street trees with that storm
and the following cleanup of
hazardous trees. Some streets
had light losses, some streets
lost every tree.

Rochester had lost many of
its trees because it had
repeated its own mistakes.
The city had lost thousands of
street and park trees to Dutch
Elm disease because, like
many cities, they had planted
the same tree over and over
again forming a monoculture.
The insect that carries the dis-
ease was able to move from
elm tree to elm tree spreading
the disease.

Rochester repeated this pro-
cess when the elms were
removed by again planting
whole streets with the same
tree, That is why some streets
lost all of their trees - the trees
were all the same species and,
in many cases, the same ages
so equally vulnerable to the
ice.

This is where I come in.
Through a series of coinci-
dences I was in the right place

at the right time. I had been
looking for a project or topic
to finish my master’s degree
and Rochester needed some-
one to develop replanting
guidelines to meet Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) funding
requirements and be able to
replant the lost trees.

I spent the next four years
working with the city. First,
developing the guidelines for
a city street tree master plan

_that fit the visual needs of the

community while still meeting
the maintenance needs of the
city. Later, reviewing every
block of every street develop-
ing and assigning pallets of
street trees designed to fit the
needs of that block.

My recommendations
called for diversity in tree
species along a street. Because

- no two streets in Rochester

are identical, each street, even
each block, would need to be
reviewed for the correct
choice of trees. No one tree
would be planted alone on a
street in a monoculture,
Instead, one tree would be
selected as the primary tree to
be planted in 40% of all the
planting sites. There would be
six additional trees for that
street, or block, that would
also be planted but none of

them would exceed 10%. This

would allow for a certain
amount of individual tree
selection in the future.

During initial FEMA funded
replanting there wasn't
enough time to allow for indi-
vidual selection, Just finding
enough trees in the right sizes
and species was a huge task.

So, now it is 10 years later.
The City Forestry Depart-
ment worked hard to insure |
proper planting, watering and
care of new trees. Ultimately
they planted over 11,500 new
street trees.

They also managed to start
the city on a regular pruning
program and prune every
remaining street tree within
the city.

‘When ever I go into Roch-
ester, I look at the smaller
trees, those new ones that I
selected and said “you go
here.” I feel like I've touched
the earth a little, left a good
mark on it and given some-
thing long lasting to the resi-
dents of Rochester.

Happy Anniversary. Any-
one want lemonade.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension. :
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“Good Night, Sleep
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HORSE Club meets

ALBION — The 4-H
HORSE Club met Feb. 25 at
Dona Scharping’s house. Mem-
bers talked about the 5-star test
on March 10 and discussed
some of the different questions
and levels. We discussed the
club’s Public Presentations
which were Feb. 10 at the
Albion Cooperative Extension
Building. Three club members
are able to participate in Batavia
for Regional Presentations.
They are Jessica Arno on Deliv-
ery and Care of a Newborn
Foal, Carly Wells on Umm
Good (making horse treats) and
Audrey Rath on Stepping Out,
Gaits of a Horse.

Tight, Don’t let the
Bed Bugs Bite!”

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension

My memories of
childhood are full of
little phrases. At the
end of a (rip we never
just got back into
town, we were always
‘home again, home
again, jiggity jig!”
The boy who cried wolf was a regular discussion topic and
children who didn’t behave always heard about ‘there was a
little girl, who had a little curl, right in the middle of her fore-
head,...’ you know the rest. Unfinished meals would be ac-
companied by comments of starving children in selected far
off countries and bed time kisses were followed by ‘good night,
sleep tight, don’t let the bed bugs bite!”

: So many of our little children’s phrases
and tales have shreds of truth in them. The ‘ring
around the rosy, pocket full of posy,..." thyme that

g during the plague outbreaks of the middle ages.

. The pocket full of posies was to distract the wearer from the

¢ scentaround him (I won’t go into details.) While *good night,
sleep tight, don’t let the bed bugs bite’ was a wish for an un-
disturbed rest. In the past, bed bugs were a frequent problem
in straw mattresses and in situations where many people used
the same bed. Today we see them mostly in situations where
people are using old or recycled mattresses or have stopped
regular mattress maintenance. ;

What is a bed bug? It is a small, reddish-brown insect

about 3/8 inch long that has a round body and six legs. It has
a small, sharp beak that it uses to pierce the skin of its host
and, very niuch like a mosquito, drinks blood. These little
creatures are flat when they haven’t eaten in a while but will
balloon up after a meal. They are nocturnal, that is, they feed
at night, often biting people who are asleep but people aren’t
their only source of food. Bed bugs are also know to feed on
bats, rabbits, rats, guinea pigs, and domestic fowl. A bite site
is also like a mosquito’s in that the skin will swell up and itch.
These insects hide during the day and come out at night. The
easiest way to minimize occurrences of bed bugs is regular
maintenance of mattresses and bed linen. Vacuum the mat-
tress regularly, once a month is good if you don’t have an
insect problem, weekly if you see signs of these bugs. Espe-
cially focus on the seams of the mattress and tufts where stitch-
ing is close, that is where they hide during the day. Thor-
oughly vacuum the surrounding area, crevices in the bed frame,
baseboards, and.floorboards as well. This will reduce any
eggs that may also be in those areas. THROW OUT THE BAG
when you are done vacuuming and before storing the machine!
There is no need to help these insects move around the house.
Bed linens only need regular laundering with normal, hot,
soapy water and placement in a hot dryer for 20 minutes to
kill bed bugs. Although there are chemicals that are labeled
for use in the treatment and control of bed bugs do not treat
bedding or mattresses with chemicals. These chemical treat-
ments are for the bed frame and surrounding area baseboards,
walls, and floors only.

What do you do if you find them in another place other
than the bed? Used furniture can often be a source of bed
bugs. Use the same vacuuming procedures for sofas, chairs,
and hide-a-beds as you would for mattresses. Launder or re-
place slip covers. Do not use chemical treatments to the cush-
ions or upholstery, as that would expose people to long term

| high levels of chemicals. It is OK to use labeled chemical

treatments to the metal and functional working parts of a hide-

cal treatment. :

Remember that these insects like to hide during the day
so it is hard to get all of them in one cleaning or treatment.
You may still see living bed bugs for a week to 10 days after

treatment, that is normal. Start on a regular vacuuming pro-
TRt e niana TR Rad hinc are cean after 2 weeks

a-bed. Follow the label directions when applying any chemi- |

“\\
==y \ children learn at an early age actually originated -




Fun at the 4-H Family Folk Fair

RIGHT: Nicole Bensley breaks up
some pizza for her 1-year-old son,
Jacob, at the 4-H Family Folk Fair
at the fairgrounds in Knowlesville
Sunday. :

BELOW: lan Sleetz plays the

“djaamba” drum in the musical
group Tikal at the Family Folk
Fair.

BELOW RIGHT: Carla
Woodworth sews on a quilt frame
against a backdrop of a quilt
created by students at the Albion
Central School District called
“Celebrating Family Traditions.”
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The Gardener’s Column

This grass doesn't need to be any greener

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

When I work with people
who want to landscape an
area of their home I often hear
how they want to “get rid of
all this grass” to make room
for trees, shrubs and flowers.
But, there are often cases,
where special ornamental
grasses can be a great addition
to the garden. L

The Perennial Plant Associ-
ation has awarded the title of
Perennial Plant of the Year
2001 to an ornamental grass,
Calamagrostis x acutiflora
‘Karl Foerster’ is the botanical
name for this versatile, attrac-
tive and low maintenance
plant, but most garden centers
will know what you mean if
you just call it ‘Karl Foerster.’

This is a cool season grass -
just like our lawn grasses are -
that develops deep green,
shiny foliage in the early
spring that lasts until early
winter. The outstanding part
is the feather reed flower and
seed stems that appear in
June. Initially these stems are
a light pink or purplish color
that become very narrow with
a golden tan color as the seed
heads mature. This lasts
through the fall season.

The overall form of the
plant is an upright and fairly
narrow clump that has been
. often described as a perpetual
motion grass. Each light -
breeze puts the plant in grace-
ful motion. Since the grass
blades grow to be about two
to three feet tall and the
flower stems can grow to five

feet in height; this can be quite
a dramatic effect in.the land-
scape. As a clumping plant it
will grow to about 18 inches
wide and stay fairly tight.
Because of its clumping habit
this is not a grass that will
send runners to invade into
your lawn and the rest of the
garden.

When you are planning its
use in the garden remember
that it can provide a number
of effects. It is an excellent
specimen plant for drawing
attention - even better if the
sun shines from behind the
plant toward the viewer as the
seed stems will appear to
glow. It is also very good for
providing a vertical accent in
an area where there are many
low plants, or to step the
viewers eye upward toward a
taller item like a tree or deco-
rative item in the garden or on
the house. Because ‘Karl Foer-
ster’ is a fast grower it is very
useful as a screen in the sum-
mer months. It is hardy in
zones 4-9 so it will survive
well in most winters without
protection both in the ground
and in patio pot containers.
Floral designers appreciate
‘Karl Foerster’ for its use in
fresh or dried arrangements.
Stems that are cut before the
flowers mature will last for
months in an arrangement
while maintaining that golden .
tan color.

‘Karl Foerster’ is also fairly

_€easy to add to a garden

because it is not too fussy
about the site requirements.
This grass grows best in full
sun to part shade - that means
it still gets two to three hours

of direct sun - and in well
drained fertile soil that stays
somewhat moist but not wet.
Most plants like this perfect
kind of soil but this grass will |
also tolerate somewhat i
heavier clay soils and drier
sites. You may find in these
heavier or drier sites thatit
takes the plant a little longer -
to get settled in and reach it’s -
full size. In low fertility soils |
your ‘Karl Forester’ will be
smaller and shorter but by
adding organics to the soil or -
regular light fertilizing you
can help it reach full height.

In general there are no
insect or disease pest prob- -
lems with ‘Karl Foerster’ but -
in wet summers with poor air 3
circulation it can develop a lit=
tler foliar rust on the leaves.
The rust will not re-appear =
the next summer if the 4
weather conditions are differ-
ent so no treatment is needed;:
The only maintenance it 7
requires is to be nipped to
about six inches tall in very
late winter or early spring.
Divisions either in spring or -
fall for propagation. The seeds
are sterile so thereareno
worries of it seeding through-+
out the garden or into natural |
areas.

Allin all Calamagrostis x
acutiflors ‘Karl Foerster’ is an -
excellent addition to almost
any landscape planting. No
wonder it has made plant of
the year!
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Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator for the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension. :




Lake Country Pennysaver April 1, 2001

Vote for America s
National_ 'l'a

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative

- Extension -

Have you ever
wondered how the
bald eagle became
our national emblem,
or the “Star Spangled ;
Banner” our national anthem? In general, a long time ago
our forefathers chose these symbols. For the first time, the
American public has the opportunity to vote for a national
symbol. The National Arbor Day Foundation is hosting a
process that makes it possible for people to vote for America’s
National Tree.

We have a national emblem, the bald eagle, a national
anthem, the “Star Spangled Banner,” a national motto, “In
God We Trust,” a national flower, the rose, even a national
march, “Stars and Stripes Forever.” But a national tree has
not yet been designated,

There is, however, a ballot established with 21 broad types
of tree names, or “genera.” These frees were selected as

" potential representatives for our country because they not

only incorporate all of the individual state trees but they also
suggest the wealth of tree species found across the United
States. :

Some of the candidates have only one common Vvariety
baldcypress, douglasfir, or the Hawaiian tree, kukui, Other
trees, like pine, oak, maple, and poplar have many, many
common varieties. When ‘You vote they’re not asking for
Yyou to choose bur oak over amur maple but oak or maple or
pine or baldeypress,

You can see descriptions of each tree or vote in several
places. The fastest way is from internet access. If you don’t

- have access we have |ist of tree names, the description of the

trees as well as ballots at the Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension, You can mail your vote directly to
America’s National Tree, The National Arbor Day
Foundation, Nebraska City, NE 68410, :

_ For internet users you can see the list of tree names as
well as descriptions of each and vote at the National Arbor
Day Foundation’s web site www.arborday.ore.

But you have to hurry! Internet voting will take place
only through midnight before National Arbor Day, the last
Friday in April, April 27, 2001. Mail in ballots must be sent
by April 14! There js another option for mail in voters. [If
you do not have internet access and have missed the April |
deadline come into our offices at 20 South Main Street in
Albion no later than Thursday, April 26 and fill out a ballot!
We will send it for you via the internet!

Trees have long represented strength, beauty, honor, and
the triumphant struggle to survive. Trees have stood over
the meeting places where great moments in our country’s
history were shaped. Now You can help shape history by

participation in this vote for America’s National Tree.

i
|
|
|




Each session will begin at
6:30 p.m. in the library’s meet-

ing room. The programs are
free and refreshments will be
served. To reserve a space

and Perennials” on April 25.
call 589-4246.

ng” on April 18

“Mostly Flowers - Gar-’
dening with annuals, Biennials
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topics will include “Seasonal
g Balance - Perennials, Trees
and Shrubs” on April 11; “Or-

ganic Gardeni
y . and

y,4 Extension.
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ALBION — Swan Librar
North Main St., will host three

Swan to host garden talks with Rochelle Smith
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"Good night; sleep ﬁght, don'’t let the be

By Rochelle Smith

For The Journal-Register

My memories of childhood
are full of little phrases. At the
end of a trip we never just got
back into town, we were
always ‘home again, home
again, jiggity, jig.’ The boy
who cried wolf was a regular
discussion topic and children
who didn’t behave always
heard about ‘there was a little
girl, who had a little curl, right
in the middle of her forehead
...’ you know the rest. Unfin-
ished meals would be accom-
panied by comments of stary-
ing children in selected far off
countries and bed time kisses
were followed by ‘good night,

sleep tight, don’t let the bed
bugs bite.’

- S0 many of our little chil-
dren’s phrases and tales have
shreds of truth in them. The
‘ring around the rosy, pocket
full of posy ...’ rhyme that chil-
dren learn at an early age
actually originated during the
plague outbreaks of the mid-
dle ages. The pocket full of
Pposies was to distract the
wearer from the scent around
him (I won’t go into details).
While ‘good night, sleep tight,
don’t let the bed bugs bite’
was a wish for an undisturbed
rest. Bed bugs were a frequent

problem in the past. Straw
mattresses and in situations
where many people shared
the same bed provided habitat
for these insects. We see them
mostly in situations today
where people are using old or
recycled mattresses or are not
providing regular mattress
maintenance.

What is a bed bug? It is a
small, reddish-brown insect
about 3/8 inch long that has a
round body and six legs. It has
a small sharp beak that it uses *
to pierce the skin of its host
and very much like a mosqui-
to, drinks blood. They are
nocturnal, that is, they feed at'
night, often bitting people
who are asleep but people
aren’t their only source of
food. Bed bugs are also known
to feed on bats, rabbits, rats,
guinea pigs and domestic
fowl. When bitten by a bed
big the person’s skin will
swell up and itch at the bite
site similar to a mosquito bite.

These insects hide during
the day and come out at night.
The easiest way to minimize

- occurrences of bed bugs is

regular maintenance of mat-
tresses and bed linen. Vacuum
the mattress regularly, once a
month is good if you don’t
have an insect problem,
weekly if you see signs of
these bugs. Especially focus

on the seams of the mattress
and tufts where stitching is
close, that is where they hide
during the day. Thoroughly
vacuum the surrounding area
too, crevices in the bed frame,
baseboards and floorboards
are hiding sites. This will

reduce any eggs that may also -

be in those areas. THROW

OUT THE BAG when you are
~done vacuuming and before

storing the machine. There is
no need to help these insects
move around the house.

Bed linens only need regular
laundering with normal, hot,
soapy water and placement in
a hot dryer for 20 minutes to
kill bed bigs. Although there
are chemicals that are labeled
for use in the treatment and
control of bed bigs do not
treat bedding or mattresses
with chemicals. These chemi-
cal treatments are for the bed
frame and surrounding area
baseboards, walls and floors
only. :

What do you do if you find

‘them in another place other

than the bed? Used furniture
can often be a source of bed
bugs. Use the same vacuum-
ing procedures for sofas,

‘chairs and hide-a-beds as you

would for mattresses. Launder
or replace slip covers. Do not

use chemical treatments to the
cushions or upholstery, as that

RNAL-REGISTER |
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d bugs bitel”

would expose people to long ‘
term high levels of chemicals.

It is OK to use labeled chemi-
cal treatments to the metal

and functional working parts

of a hide-a-bed. Follow the

label directions when apply- |
ing any chemical treatment. |

Remember that these
insects like to hide during the
day so it is hard to get all of 1
them in one cleaning or treat- |
ment. It is normal to still see a !
few living bed bugs for a week |
to 10 days after treatment.

Start on a regular vacuuming
process and monitor for signs.
If bed bugs are seen after two
weeks it is recommended to
follow the label instructions
for retreatment.

Don'’t let them make you
squeamish. Bed bugs are a lot
like mosquitos, if you see one
or get bit by one that means it
is time to change your mainte-
nance process. In the mean
time, sleep tight.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.
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to be Any Greener

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County Cornell
‘Cooperative Extension

When [ work with
people who want to
landscape an area of
their home I often hear
how they want to *“get
rid of all this grass™ to
make room for trees,
shrubs, and flowers. But, there are often cases, where spe-
cial, ornamental grasses can be a great addition to the garden.
The Perennial Plant Association has awarded the title of Pe-
rennial Plant of the Year 2001 to an ornamental grass.
Calamagrostis x acutiflora *Karl Foerster’ is the botanical
name for this versatile, attractive, and low maintenance plant,
but most garden centers will know what you mean if you just
call it ‘Karl Foerster.’ 3

This is a cool season grass —just like our lawn grasses are
— that develops deep green, shiny foliage in the early spring
that lasts until early winter. The outstanding part is the feather
reed flower and seed stems that appear in June. Initially these
stems are a light pink or purplish color that become very nar-
row with a golden tan color as the seed heads mature. This
lasts through the fall season.

The overall form of the plant is an upright and fairly nar-
row clump that has been often described as a perpetual mo-
tion grass. Each light breeze puts the plant in graceful mo-
tion. Since the grass blades grow to be about 2-3 feet tall and
the flower stems can grow to 5 feet in height; this can be quite
dramatic effect in the landscape! Asa clumping plant it will
_grow to about 18-inches wide and stay fairly tight. Beeause
of its clumping habit this is not a grass that will send runners
to invade into your lawn and the rest of the garden.

When you are planning its use in the garden remember
that it can provide a number of effects. Itis an excellent speci-
men plant for drawing attention —even better if the sun shines
from behind the plant toward the viewer as the seed stems
will appear to glow! Itis also very good for providing a ver-
tical accent in an area where there are many low plants, or to
step the viewers eye upward toward a taller item like a tree or
decorative item in the garden or on the house. Because “Karl

summer months. It is hardy in zones 4-9 so it will survive
well in most winters without protection both in the ground
and in patio pot containers. Floral designers appreciate ‘Karl
Forester’ for its use in fresh or dried arrangements. Stems
that are cut before the flowers mature will last for months in
an arrangement while maintaining that golden tan color.
“Karl Foerster is also fairly easy to add to a garden be-
cause it is not too fussy aboul the site requirements. This
grass grows best in full sun to part shade — that means it still
gets 2-3 hours of direct sun — and in well drained fertile soil
that stays somewhat moist but not wet. Most plants like this
perfect kind of soil but this grass will also tolerate somewhat
heavier clay soils and drier sites. You may find in these heavier
or drier sites that it takes the plant a little longer to get settled
in-and reach its full size. In low fertility soils your ‘Karl For-
ester’ will be smaller and shorter but by adding organics to
the soil or regular, light fertilizing you can help it reach full
height. AN ;

This Grass Doesn’t Need

Foerster’ is a fast grower it is very useful as a screen in the |

In general there are no insect or disease pest problems
with ‘Karl Foerster’ but in wet summers with poor air circula- |
tion it can develop a little foliar rust on the leaves. The rust |
will not re-appear the next summer if the weather conditions |
are different so no treatment is needed. The only maintenance
it requires is to be-nipped to about 6 inches tall invery late
winter or early spring. Divisions either in spring or fall for
propagation. The seeds are sterile so there are no worries of it
seeding throughout the garden or into natural areas.

All'in all Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster” is an
excellent addition to almost any landscape planting! No won-
der it has made plant of the year!

) g 2
ﬁrﬁa E’s‘ééﬁmﬁgfm”g%é
gpFasldgiESns >
g B s RS T o B
S Fl-‘ ® mp‘mma g L
SQEgusoEn “%%‘%‘o
a2 0o w =
SEAER L T
GE EfcmagratatERg
o 0o n E‘
S kB G588 BT
T FRggipl B e s BRaD
E)jr':‘. mé ‘U’E‘a<aE-_1mm
s:2 <:f°*<gmmm~-°§ms:&
3 oo @ .‘:SQr-rn'.FF Fiiac]
8= cagAﬂmQ... Q‘gn-h = i®]
5L & "*%9’ B SB &9 =
9% 8888 uHlaPedy
S S :mo bl e M)
2= 05' zg—‘(ﬁ OGQ,E'(D e, @
=U =] G.?,n D‘<m6m<_g‘0
SY 28 GpIEEaSmed
B5 22p3@ AR _BRREQ
S g 2.e ., HRSdapa
S5 B2 T@83EHB ng
) gy oe o s e Jo0
% Do Bmby Lo RRiEo
me BEEZEO=RE LB
S0 'E;"‘(DD_‘ D)D)Qu:"-]:srrn
38 Be gf@ah g8 o0
59 83 " faaopobdin
38 BB BRALSEz R
. (0] ~ ]
= s o
R 2 Fo=RbeRYTET

.
e

jo Aqrured YL

ANOg1V 4 Hd4SO

xvandgd

1002 ‘€ BTN

-

(FHL

ausxbaa—wnuno




——

Do deer affect your rural
woodlands? Are there too
many or too few deer in
woodlots? How can hunters,
landowners and land manag-
ers work cooperatively to
reduce the impacts that deer
have on forests? :

From 9 a.m. to noon April 21
at the Trolley Building on the
4-H Fairgrounds, Knowles-
ville, Cornell University, Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension
and its partners will present

solutions. to these issues

THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2001—

ideo conterence slated on deer in ru

through a regional satellite
videoconference. :

Regional and national
experts will guide private for-
est landowners, hunters and
land managers towards the
variety of tools available to
help resolve deer problems in
rural wooded landscapes.
Indeed, many people often
recognize the problems asso-
ciated with overly abundant
deer populations, but don’t
know what - management

options exist, who they should

THE JOURNAL-REGISTE

.

work with or how to coordi-
nate their efforts with others
in their community.

Deer have long been a part
of rural and wooded land-
scapes. The videoconference

will provide introductory pre-

sentations documenting the
role that deer have played his-
torically and their impacts,
both positive and negative, to
forests and communities.
Because of the complexity of
deer - woodlot issues, land-
owners and researchers have

<

developed a  suite  of
approaches to resolving prob-
lems. These approaches will
be covered in presentations
on silviculture and forest
management, building rela-
tionships between landown-
ers and hunters and a need to
understand the relationship
among all stakeholders espe-
cially the changing demo-
graphics of hunters and their
role in the solution.

This conference is open to
all persons that own or

ural woodlands |

manage woodlots or wooded
areas, hunters, nursery owners
and managers and park or golf
course managers. Live ques-
tions to the on-air presenters
via telephone or fax will be
invited.

Entry fee is $2 and a conti-

nental breakfast will be pro-

vided. Telephone pre-
registration is requested by
calling the Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion offices at 589-5561.
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Vote for America’s National Tree

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

Have you ever wondered
how the bald eagle became
out national emblem, or the
Star Spangled Banner our
national anthem? In general, a
long time ago our forefathers
chose these symbols. For the
first time, the American pub-
lic has the opportunity to vote
for a national symbol. The
National Arbor Day Founda-
tion is hosting a process that
makes it possible for people to
vote for America’s National
Tree.

We have a national emblem,
the bald eagle, a national
anthem, the Star Spangled
Banner, a national motto, “In
God We Trust”, a national
flower, the rose, even a
national march, Stars And
Stripes Forever. But a national
tree has not yet been desig-
nated.

“There is, however, a ballot
. established with 21 broad
types of tree names, or “gen-
era.” These trees were
selected as potential represen-

tatives for our country
because they not only incor-
porate all of the individual
state trees but they also sug- .
gest the wealth of tree species
found across the United
States.

Some of the candidates have
only one common variety
baldcypress, douglas fir or the
Hawaiian tree, kukui. Other
trees, like pine, oak, maple and
poplar have many, many com-
mon varieties. When you vote
they’re not asking for you to
choose bur oak over amur oak
or maple or pine or baldcy-
press.

You can see descriptions of
each tree or vote in several
places. The fastest way is from
internet access. If you don’t
have access we have a list of
tree names, the description of
the trees as well as ballots at
the Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension. You
can mail your vote directly to
America’s National Tree, The
National Arbor Day Founda-
tion, Nebraska City, Ne. 68410.

For internet users you can
see the list of tree names as
well as descriptions of each

and vote at the National
Arbor Day Foundation’s web-
site www.arborday.org.

But you have to hurry.
Internet voting will take place
only through midnight before
National Arbor Day, the last
Friday in April, April 27. Mail
in ballots had to be sent by
April 1. There is another
option for mail in voters. If
you do not have internet
access and have missed the
April 1 deadline come to our
offices at 20 South Main St. in
Albion no later than Thurs-
day, April 26 and fill out a bal-
lot. We will send it for you via
the internet.

Trees have long repre-
sented strength, beauty, honor
and the triumphant struggle
to survive. Trees have stood
over the meeting places
where great moments in our
country’s history were
shaped. Now you can help
shape history by participation
in this vote for America’s
National Tree.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator at the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.




May 12, 2001 — Batavia, Ny

Genesee County

qu 19, 2001 — Rock Glen, NY

Wyoming County

9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

Acceptable Materials
Oil base paint & stain
Vehicle fluids & lead acid batteries
Household cleaning products
Resins & adhesives, Polishes & Waxes
Pool chemicals
Driveway sealer
Pesticides/insecticides

1# propane cylinders

Tires accepted for small fee

Open t i i ivi
pen to residents in Genesee, Livingston, Orleans & Wyoming Counti
es

Pre-Registration is Required.
First come, first serve.

Call (800) 836-1154 or (716) 344-4035 for local callers

Sponsored by the

GLOW Region Solid Waste Management Committee "ﬁ
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4-H News TﬁUI&SDAY, APRIL 19 2001

"' BarnBuddies ;
“ March was a very busy
month for our horse club.
- Stephanie, Ashley, Jeanna,
Laura and Nick all partici-
pated in the 5 Star Test pro-
gram and did wonderfully.
The 5 Star is a program which
helps the kids learn all about
horse knowledge. Each year
they take a different level test
and by their fifth year in 4-H
will have become very
Enowledgeable in all parts of

horse knowledge.

We had our monthly busi-
ness meeting and also held
two float meetings in which
we are preparing a float to
enter in a few of the area
parades this summer.

April will also be a busy

month for our club. We will
be having a joint horseback
riding clinic with another
club, the HO.R.S.E. Club; and
will go bowling as our group
fun activity for the month.

L OO
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Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

I- am always
amazed at the size of
certain plant families
and the genus “clema-
tis” is no exception!
This is-a huge group of plants! What makes them most inter-
esting is that they are not all the same, they differ in many of
their physical attributes like flower color and size, bloom time,
and leaf type. They also differ greatly in the soil and condi-
tions they like and the care they need!

Clematis are climbing vines that use their stem and the “peti-
ole” (pronounced pet’-ee-ol) - the thin part of the leaf that |
connects to the stem - to cling to trellises, fences, rock walls |
or any other structure. They grow in a wide variety of flower
color and sizes so you can pretty much choose the plant you
want by the color and size of the flowers. In general, most
clematis follow the warm top - cool bottom rule. That is, they
do best with their leaves in 4-6 hours of direct sun while their
roots are shaded by something like another plant. Also, in
general, it is best to avoid direct sun during the hottest part of
the day 3pm-5pm. Clematis paniculata, the Sweetautumn
Clematis can take quite a bit of shade, we’ll cover that later in
this article.

Choosing between the different clematis is a matter of per-
sonal choice. Look for the flower color, timing, and shape
that fits the needs of the garden you are planning. For a larger,
bold flowering effect look toward Clematis x jackmanii and
its hybrids. Jackmanii ‘Alba’ is a large 4-5" diameter single
white flower with a bluish tinge. Jackmanii ‘Rubra’ is deep
red and is sometimes a double flower on old wood. *Nelly
Moser’ is a large pale mauve-pink with a deep pink bar in the
center. There are many more! These plants will flower on
new and old growth so a selective pruning in the early spring
to remove some of the oldest wood to the ground but still leave
a percentage of the younger stems 2-4' tall will significantly
extend the flowering season. In some cases you will receive
the added bonus of doubles from some of the older stems.

The Clematis viticella group is a summer flowering group,
that can be pruned back hard in the spring for the best bloom.
Their flowers differ from plant to plant, some larger, some
smaller and in a wide variety of colors. “Ascotiensis’ is a heavy
bloomer with bright blue pointed petals. “Margot Koster’ has
abundant small, rosy pink flowers.

For ground covers the Clematis integrifolia group is excel-
lent. These non-climbing, herbaceous plants will die to the
ground and should be pruned hard in early spring. The group
generally has 1-inch, solitary, bell-shaped flowers from mid-
June to August and will grow easily on any moist, average-
fertility soil. The cultivar ‘Hendersonii” is lavender-blue with
a somewhat longer flowering period. For best flower viewing
some staking or training the plant to climb over another plant
will lift it from ground level. :

Clematis recta is another ground clemaus that forms sprays
of starry, 1-inch, fragrant florets on the tips of branches. Like
Clematis imegn'fo!ia it will ramble on the ground and will show
its flowers best if lifted a bit. For care and placement it is
again very similar to Clematis integrifolia.

And for that somewhat shady spot that only gets 1-3 hours
of direct sun or lots and lots of dappled sun/shade there is
Clematis paniculata the Sweetautumn Clematis. This is named
appropriately in that it flowers quite heavily late in the year -
August through September or October - and has a light, sweet
scent. This is an aggressive growth plant so give it its own
trellis or fence to climb. Since it flowers on new growth only
you don’t have to look at those dead branches, they can be
pruned off hard in early spring. This is probably the easiest
clematis to grow and an excellent screening plant to hide a
fence or create a privacy screen because it grows so quickly.
This is not an invasive or destructive plant like wisteria! Since
the flowers will point towards the sun, you won’t be able to
see much of them on an arbor unless you can look down on
the top!

Remember that any plant you choose for your garden needs
to like your soil and environmental conditions and has to be
tolerant of zone 5 or colder. All of the rest is up to you! Land-
scape design can be a lot of fun!
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The Gardener’s Column

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

Have you seen them? Those
new and improved eggs on
the grocer’s shelf? How about
the new and improved milk?
Have you seen that? Not just
in new colors and flavors, but
carbonated too.

Thad heard about the new
milk promotions. The “Got
Milk” promotions didn’t moti-
vate purchases to the level the
marketing people - and dairy
producers - had hoped for and
they were looking for a new
approach. The actual milk
production in New York State
was down 1% in 2000 and

‘from the 1999 statistics

according to the New York

Agricultural Statistics Service,
~ So the marketing people were

looking for new ways to
increase sales.

They're trying everything.
New packing with snazzy car-
tons and curvy shaped pints.
New flavors are on the market
that go way beyond chocolate
or strawberry like coffee,
mocha, banana and chai (pro-
nounced ch-i) that is a spiced

- tea flavor. New vending

machine formats - not so new,

-since I can remember walking

down to the corner to buy a
quart from a vending machine
- that are placed next to soda
vending machines. They're
even trying to place these new
style milk vending machines
in new locations, like high
school lunchrooms. And the
latest thing? E-Moo. This is a
carbonated milk beverage that
has been developed by food
science researchers at Cornell
Unjversity. E-Moo is a tasty
and nutritious alternative to

New and improved

the sports drinks and carbon-
ated soft drinks.

Not to stop at just carbon-
ation, e-Moo will be available
in three initial flavors: Orange
Cremecicle, Cookies and
Cream and Fudge Brownie.
This product contains all the
nutrition of non-fat milk with
added calcium and only half
the sodium found in other fla-
vored milks. The marketing
people hope that the internet
sounding name, fun flavors
and carbonation will get kids
to drink more milk and less
soft drinks. Good for the kids,
good for the dairy industry.

The eggs are another mat-
ter. I first saw them about
April 1this year. They were
packages of a half dozen,

- already colored, hard-boiled

eggs. Now what's this? Well,
here’s the scoop. Less people
are picking up an extra dozen
to make colored eggs at Easter
time so, the marketing people
said “let’s do the boiling and
coloring for them!” This is
purely a convenience thing.
New York Agricultural Statis-
tics Service has reported that
egg production is up in New
York State from last year - 5%
from February 2000 to Febru-
ary 2001. That's pretty good
for our farmers. If the market-
ing people can help busy peo-
ple, or those whose household
is smaller so they don’t really |
need to hard boil and color a
dozen, to have a festive holi-
day by providing pre-boiled
and colored eggs, that’s good.
But all of this specialized
marketing can have a local
effect and the underlying
story is one of survival. Our
county and the surrounding
areas of Western New York
are primarily agricultural
communities. It doesn’t matter
whether your line of work is

education or journalism, auto
or real estate sales, grocery or
restauranting, mechanical or
office work, government or
law, DBA or corporation. Our
farmers are our base for par-
ticipants, customers, sales and
the ever present taxes.

But everyone can help. By
choosing products that were
grown in New York State
over other locations - how our
local markets can even carry
Washington State apples baf-
fles me! The New York State
counties that make up the
Lake Plains Fruit Growers are
the second largest producers
(Washington State is No. 1) of
apples in the free world. It
makes me angry to see such
heavy promotion of ‘foreign’
products - like Washington
apples and Idaho potatoes -
when we ask our farmers, our
neighbors, to support our pro-
grams, businesses and com-
munities.

The marketing people are
right - we need to drink more
milk, eat more eggs, apples,
potatoes and cabbages. But,
we also need to be smart con-
sumers and not let the mar-
keting people influence us to
make un-wise decisions.
When the demonstration in
the store is for our-of-state
produce that we grow right
here, we should not just walk
by. We should stop and tell
them “No thank you, my
friends and neighbors are
farmers!” Read the stickers
and labels; see where that pro-
duce comes from. Help to
support our communities by
purchasing products grown in
our state, local region and
county.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.




Orleans Team: A mission to serve

By Michael Zweiling
The Journal-Register

With a mission to serve the
agricultural needs of Orleans
County, Rochelle Smith and

Kim Hazel work to educate by-

either providing answers or
giving direction on  where
answers may be found.

“We may not know the
answer, but we can use the
university to help someone
find the help they’re looking
for,” said Hazel, a seven year
veteran of the extension. “We
really are an arm of the
university.”

In an effort to reach as
many people with as much

 information as possible, the

two-page agriculture publica-
tion Garden Scout was
replaced by The New Orleans

1 Gardener.

The first 16-page issue was
released in February, with 10
issues per year planned for
distribution.

“There’s more to it and it’s
the same price,” Smith said.
“It will cover Master Gardner
volunteer and local horticul-
ture events as well as other
programs to inform the
community.” /

The two-person department
also  provides newsletters,

workshops and presentations °

at libraries throughout the
county.
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Partlofa
5-part series

“Some people want to put
chemicals in small private
ponds, golf courses or camp-
grounds, but they still must be
licensed,” Hazel said. “To

- help, we offer two-day pesti-

cide workshops for small
commercial and private use.”

One aspect

According to Smith, a large
part of their horticulture work
is with ornamental groups.

“We work with the person
or group that's working on
growing for their own use, or
on a small parcel of land,” she
said. “We also train the Mas-
ter Gardeners.”

The Master Gardner’s are
people interested in farming
and gardening who work as

volunteers to help others, |

Smith said. : ]
Both Smith and Hazel said

helping is what their job at the

extension is all about.

“We help people gain the
knowledge they need and pro-
vide the different information
available to help everyone
make better decisions,” Hazel
said. !

Part 2 will appear April 26
and will focus on the 4-H pro-
gram of Orleans County

agricultural needs

i

| Pho'fo"graphe.r’s. name/The Jéﬁmal;ﬁégi.ster
Horticulture/Agriculture Educator Rochelle Smith, left, and Agricultural Secretary Kim Hazel, both head the
Agriculture Team at Orleans County Cornell Coopertative Extension.
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New and Improved!

Rochelle Smith :
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

Have you seen
them? Those new and
improved eggs on the
grocer’s shelf? How
about the new and im- R
proved milk? Have youseen that? Not just in new colors and
flavors, but carbonated too!

I had heard about the new milk promotions. The “Got
Milk™ promotions didn’t motivate purchases to the level the
marketing people - and dairy producers - had hoped for and
they were looking for a new approach. The annual milk pro-
duction in New York State was down 1% in 2000 from the
1999 statistics according to the New York Agricultural Statis-
tics Service. So the marketing people were looking for new
ways to increase sales.

They’re trying everything. New packing with snazzy car-
tons and curvy shaped pints. New flavors are on the market
that go way beyond chocolate or strawberry like coffee, mo-
cha, banana, and chai (pronounced ch-i) that is a spiced tea
flavor. New vending machine formats - not so new, since I
can remember walking down to the corner to buy a quart from
a vending machine - that are placed next to soda vending ma-
chines. Theyre even trying to place these new style milk vend-
ing machines in new locations, like high school lunchrooms!
And the latest thing? E-Moo. This is a carbonated milk bev-
erage that has been developed by food science researchers at
Cornell University. E-Moo is a tasty and nutritious alternative |
to the sports drinks and carbonated soft drinks.

Not to stop at just carbonation, e-Moo will be available in
three initial flavors: Orange Cremecicle, Cookies and Cream
and Fudge Brownie. This product contains all the nutrition of
non-fat milk with added calcium and only half the sodium
found in other flavored milks. The marketing people hope
that the internet sounding name, fun flavors and carbonation
will get kids to drink more milk and less soft drinks. Good for |
the kids, good for the dairy industry!

The eggs are another matter. I first saw them about April
Ist this year. They were packages of a half dozen, already
colored, hard-boiled eggs! Now what’s this? We'll, here’s the
scoop. Less people are picking up an extra dozen to make
colored eggs at Easter time so, the marketing people said “lets
do the boiling and coloring for them!™ This is purely a conve-
nience thing. New York Agricultural Statistics Service has
reported that egg production is up in New York State from last
year - 5% from February 2000 to February 2001! That’s pretty
good for our farmers! If the marketing people can help busy
people, or those whose household is smaller so they don’t re-
ally need to hard boil and color a dozen, to have a festive holi-

_day by providing pre boiled and colored eggs, that’s good!

But all of this specialized marketing can have a local ef-
fect and the underlying story is one of survival. Our county
and the surrounding areas of Western New York are primarily
agricultural communities. It doesn’t matter whether your line
of work is education or journalism, auto or real estate sales,
grocery. or restauranting, mechanical or office work, govern-
ment or law, DBA or corporation. Our farmers are our base

for participants, customers, sales, and the ever-present taxes.

But every one can help! By choosing products that were
grown in New York State over other locations - how our local
markets can even carry Washington State apples baffles me!
The NYS counties that make up the Lake-Plains Fruit Grow-
ers are the second largest producers (Washington State is Ist)
of apples in the free world! It makes me angry to see such |
heavy promotion of *foreign’ products - like Washington apples
and Idaho potatoes - when we ask our farmers, our neighbors,
to support our programs, businesses, and communities.

The marketing people are right - we need to drink more
milk, eat more eggs, apples, potatoes, and cabbages. But, we
also need to be smart consumers and not let the marketing
people influence us to make un-wise decisions! When the |
demonstration in the store is for out-of-state produce that we
grow right here, we should not just walk by. We should stop
and tell them “No thank you, my friends and neighbors are
farmers!” Read the stickers and labels: see where that pro-
duce comes from. Help to support our communities by pur-

chasing products grown in our state, local region, and county. |



Horticulture expert can handle

By Joanne Beck
Daily News Staff Writer

ALBION — Plastic flowers.

That’s what local horticulture expert
Rochelle Smith once suggested to
someone requesting a “no mainte-
nance” garden.

“You’ve got to know what you’re
willing to do,” Smith said recently
from her Orleans County Cooperative
Extension office on South Main Street.
“There is no such thing as a no mainte-
nance garden, plants need some type of
maintenance,” she said. :

Smith has been horticulture and agri-
culture director at Cooperative Exten-
sion since October, and her schedule is,
as they say, in full bloom.

Smith conducts gardening related
seminars at Swan Library and at
Albion Central School, and receives
numerous phone calls from people
wondering about things like soil quali-
ty, sunlight versus shade, or if a Col-
orado Blue Spruce is a good choice to
plant in Western New York.

“There’s a reason they’re called the
Colorado Blue Spruce,” Smith said,
slowly enunciating Colorado.

Smith also oversees the brand new
Master Gardener program, which
- offers gardening enthusiasts 80 hours
of training to become a certified Mas-
ter Gardener.

Smith said a gardening library is
gradually being filled in the new Mas-
| ter Gardener office housed in the

Cooperative Extension building. The
program features seven newly-trained
master gardeners who will help area
homeowners and organizations to
beautify their surroundings with horti-
culture.

“A Master Gardener is someone who
has a love of horticulture and is willing
- to volunteer,” Smith said.

Starting Monday, a Master Gardener
will be available one day each week to
respond to any gardening questions
and crises, from mid-April to mid-Sep-
tember.

“People can call and leave a mes-
sage, and the Master Gardener will call
them back with an answer,” Smith
said. “They may have ants, want to
grow an apple tree or try to grow
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IT’S PRUNING TIME: Rochelle Smith

Joanne Beck/Daily News
,» horticulture and agriculture edu-

cator at the Orleans County Cooperative Extension, has plenty of tips
and suggestions for getting your garden in shape.

mums ...
respond.”

“They are not to be worker bees, but
arms of extension, to go out and edu-
cate, to help inform and help people be
better gardeners in their own right,”

the Master Gardener will

% Smith:saidices TS ys S e

So what should a gardener be con-
cerned about right now?

“From a woody point of view, you
want to make sure that things are
healthy,” Smith said.

Woody point of view?

“Pruning trees and shrubs, primari-
ly,” she said. “This is the perfect time
to get in there and clean up the winter
damage.”

Smith said another thing to think
about now is to place your orders for
flowers, trees and shrubs. She sug-
gests trying the bigger farm markets,
any of the many nurseries within
Orleans, Genesee, Monroe and Nia-
gara counties, or ordering plant materi-
als from a mail order company.

Why does gardening seem so popu-

lar now?

“We’re seeing more home and gar-
dening programs, there’s even a TV
channel dedicated just to gardening,”
Smith said. “I look at it that a lot of
people have two things: a little more
time and more disposable income.” -

But Smith also said many people get
into “FUD,” which is her acronym for
fear, uncertainty and doubt.

“Don’t get into FUD ... do the diag-
nostic end, to find out why something
didn’t grow,” she said, adding that
local libraries have a good selection of
gardening resource materials.

“The best way (to diagnose your gar-
den) is to do a pH (percent Hydrogen)
test. We can do that for them,” Smith
said. “In different soil pHs, different
nutrients are available at different lev-
els, and because of that, certain plants
that need lots of acid do better in a
more acidic soil.”

Smith said that one type of soil isn’t
necessarily better than another.

“Just so long as you know ... is what

prickly subje(:ts

I buy going to live here?”

Fully equipped with a master’s
degree in landscape architecture from
Syracuse University, Smith said she
has discovered her gift at diagnosing
horticultural diseases, pests and proper
treatments for them. :

“I discovered that I had an aptitude
for this stuff, I could remember those
things,” she said, recalling an early
childhood memory of climbing up a
tree and finding a bug’s skeleton. Her
first inclination was to shriek and go
back down.

“But then I climbed back up and
studied it,” she said with a smile.

Cooperative Extension can test soil
in two ways: a cup full of soil can be
tested free of charge for pH levels,
which determine if the soil is acid or
basic, or for $12 one can get a soil test
kit that is sent directly to the Cornell
Nutrient Analysis Laboratories at Cor-
nell University for a more thorough
soil review. | »

Ready to start planting? Smith said
you really need two crucial elements
for having the garden of your dreams,
concept and design.

The concept is what you’re really
looking for in your garden, and Smith
suggested the following questions to
ask yourself: What colors and what
shapes do I like? Do I want shrubs and
trees, or just flowers? Are there over-
head power lines where I want that
tree? What is it about a picture that I
really like? That bridge over a small
pond?

“Makes notes of what you like, the
color combinations, heights and sizes
of the plants and trees,” Smith said,
suggesting horticulture magazines and
calendars as good resources to look at.

“Then, once you know everything
you want, you need to design the con-
cept,” Smith said. “To, actually imple-
ment your ideas.”

Smith offers gardening talks at Swan
Library for the next two Wednesdays.
She and two Master Gardeners will
each be teaching a gardening related
course in May.

For more information about Cooper-
ative Extension’s programs, or to ask
gardening questions, call 589-5561.




Lake Country Pennysaver March 11, 2001

A Look at Trees
a Decade Later

Rochelle Smith '
‘Extension Educator H
Orleans County Cornell o
Cooperative Extension

Where were you
ten yearsago? Doyou
remember what you
were doing, or not do-
ing, in early March
1991? We had a storm
then, too. We didn’t
receive inch upon inch of snow during that storm - that storm
was ice! March 3, 1991 is a vivid memory in my life. They
say that one person’s problem is another person’s opportu-
nity. For the ice storm of 1991, [ prefer to think that T was
able to make lemonade out of a lot of lemons.

The ice had already begun to make roads slick and cause
weak tree branches to fall when my husband and I drove home
to Irondequoit, a northern suburb of Rochester, from a con-
cert in Geneva. That in itself is a hair-raising story! Arriving
home, we found everything covered in a growing layer of glis-
tening ice with more freezing rain falling. :

We awoke with the morning sun to a splendid sight. Every-
thing was covered in ice an inch thick! Homes, cars, lights,
trees, the sun came up and the world glistened like a polished
diamond. Sure, we could hear the trees creaking around us
and the TV told us that there were many without power and
the city had put on a driving ban. But we had power... until
8:00am. As the last of the big feeder lines bringing electricity
to Rochester and the surrounding communities gave out un-
der the weight of the ice, we fell into the same survival issues
the rest of the area was in. Basics: shelter, warmth, food. We
were pretty lucky, I have friends that were without power for
nearly 3 weeks, but we were only out for six days. A full
pantry, lots of firewood, and propane in the gas grill took care
of the rest.

~ But, you see that was only the delivery of the lemons, I
hadn’t started to make lemonade yet.

_Once people were safe and the streets were passable the
City of Rochester was able to assess the other damage that
was inflicted during one night’s coating of one inch of ice.
Massive piles of brush lined most streets and many trees had
been up-rooted, split to their core, or pealed back almost like
a banana. Then there were the hidden hazards - where inter-
nal damage from excessive bending had caused the centers of
branches or, in some cases, trunks to rupture. ‘When the ice
melted these trees flexed back to a ‘normal’ position hiding
the threat.

Woody plants don’t heal in the sense that we think of.
When a person breaks a bone that bone can be set and will
“knit’ and be as strong as before. Trees don’t do that. They
define the edges of the damage, form a compartment of sorts,
and seal that area off. But the damage is still there and doesn’t
help the tree be strong. That’s why these hidden, internal dam-
ages were so threatening. The trees had no strength and no
way to put on more wood to give them more strength before
the spring winds started to blow. A tree that is planted along
a street has many vulnerable surroundings like people, homes,
cars, and wires so the City had to find these damaged trees,
evaluate their condition, and remove those that were a hazard.
The City lost nearly 20% of its street trees with that storm and
the following clean up of hazardous trees. Some streets had
light losses; some streets lost every tree.

Rochester had lost many of its trees because it had re-
peated its own mistakes. The City had lost thousands of street
and park trees to Dutch Elm Disease because, like many cit-
ies, they had planted the same tree over and over again form-
ing a monoculture. The insect that carries the disease was
able to move from tree to tree spreading the disease. Roches-
ter repeated this process when the elms were removed by again
planting whole streets with the same tree. That is why some
streets lost all of their trees - the trees were all the same spe-
cies and, in many cases, the same ages so equally vulnerable
to the ice. :

This is where I come in. Through a series of coincidences
[ was in the right place at the right time. T had been looking
for a project or topic to finish my master’s degree and Roch-
ester needed someone to'develop replanting guidelines to meet
FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) funding
requirements and be able to replant the lost trees. I spent the
next four years working with the City. First, developing the
guidelines for a city street tree master plan that fit the visual
needs of the community while still meeting the maintenance
needs of the city. Later, reviewing every block of every street
developing and assigning pallets of street trees designed to fit
the needs of that block.

My recommendations called for diversity in tree species

along a street. Because no two streets in Rochester are iden-
tical, each street, even each block, would need to be reviewed
for the correct choice of trees. No one tree would be planted
alone on a street in a monoculture. Instead, one tree would be
selected as the primary tree to be planted in 40% of all the
planting sites. There would be six additional trees for that
street, or block, that would also be planted but none of them
would exceed 10%. This would allow for a certain amount of
individual tree selection in the future. During initial FEMA "
funded replanting there wasn’t time to allow for individual
selection. Just finding enough trees in the right sizes and spe-
cies was a huge task!
" So, now it is ten years later. The City Forestry Depart-
ment worked hard to insure proper planting, watering, and
care of new trees. Ultimately they planted over 11,500 new
street trees. They also managed to start the city on a regular
pruning program and prune every remaining street tree within
the city. Whenever I go into Rochester, I look at the smaller
trees, those new ones that I selected and said, “you go here.” |
feel like I’ve touched the earth a little, left a good mark on it,
and given something long lasting to the residents of Roches-
ter. Happy Anniversary. Anyone want lemonade?
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By Joanne Beck
Daily News Staff Writer

KNOWLESVILLE — Bees were
buzzing, fish were flying and a barn
owl was flapping its wings as the 33rd
annual Conservation Field Days con-
tinued its two-day event Wednesday at
the 4-H fairgrounds.

Two groups of 350 sixth-graders
from Albion, Medina, Lyndonville,
Kendall and Holley each visited the
Orleans County Cooperative Exten-
sion event on either Tuesday or
Wednesday. ¢

Students visited each of the 20 sta-
tions that involved everything from
aquatic nuisance species in the Great
Lakes to beekeeping to captive care
and breeding of reptiles.

A group of Lyndonville students
started their day-long journey in the
livestock barn at station 15: Wildlife
Rehabilitation. Gail Spann, from Tri-
county Wildlife, gave information to
the students before bringing out the
main attraction. :

“This is a barn owl, someone just left
it for me to take care of,” Spann said.

Spann talked about her work and the
goals of wildlife rehab.

“We want to get the animals back
where they belong,” she said. “And
this is a volunteer position, you don’t
get paid for doing this.” :

- Brittany Schumer, 11, said she liked
the presentation.

“T wish I could raise a barn owl,” she
said.

Meanwhile, Ginny Klick’s sixth-
grade Kendall students listened to vol-
unteer Jack Seedorf talk about hunting
and trapping as tools of wildlife man-
agement at station 18.

“People think Mother Nature is a
kindly old woman in the kitchen bak-

Outdoors is classroom for

e e i

WHAT A CATCH: Lyndonville sixth-g
and Fly Fishing, during Orleans County

Aimee’s right are Christian Johnson and Amy Schutt.

ing pies,” Seedorf said.

“But she’s not ... she’s tough as
nails,” he said, explaining how human
management techniques to thin out
wildlife benefit both animals and
humans. '

Students listened and watched See-
dorf from behind a rope that stood
between them and several stuffed
wildlife animals, including a deer
whose head rotated back and forth.

But Lyndonville students Katie Abt,
Aimee Holland and Kayla Kent
weren’t involved in the harshness of
Mother Nature, as they were busy at
station 14 learning about lake ecosys-
tems and fly fishing. Or more accu-
rately, they were working hard to snag
a neon-colored plastic fish with their

fishing poles and a hook.

“Be careful, look behind you before
you cast your line,” said George Devo-
los of Sportfishing and Aquatic
Resources Education Program.

“That was fun,” Holland said, admir-
ing her bright orange catch of the day.

Abt went so far as to say it was
astounding.

“Because they teach us how to fish,”
she said.

Teacher Lisa Tower said the station
was interesting and very creative.

“I learned that you use a bright lure
on bright sunny days, and a darker lure
on dark days,” Tower said.

Each student received a booklet that
included descriptions of the 20 sta-
tions, and one or more words to

Conservation Field Days

Joanne Beck/Daily News

rader Aimee Holland, reels in a big one at Station 14, Lake Ecosystems
Cooperative Extension’s Conservation Field Days Wednesday. To

increase their vocabulary skills. For
example, Orleans County Soil and
Water Conservation District represen-
tative Nichelle Billhardt talked about
porosity and agronomy at station 16,
Soil filtration.

Sarah Leach, a 4-H member and
junior at Holley High School, was one
of the 15 volunteer guides who helped
shuttle the sixth-graders around the
fairgrounds.

“You learn a lot here,” Leach said.
“It’s a great day being outside.”

Volunteer and 4-H member Mike
Morris, a senior at Holley High
School, said he first came to the event
when he was in sixth grade.

“It’s fun, you do learn things here ...
I can still remember some of it.”
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4-H clothing revue features pajamas and evemng gowns

By Joanne Beck
Daily News Staff Writer

MEDINA — It was Saturday night,
so perhaps wearing pajamas or an
evening gown shouldn’t have seemed
all that unique. But for the 30 partici-
pants in the annual 4-H Fashion
Odyssey clothing revue, each finished
product was unique indeed.

One by one, the clothing makers
from one of eight 4-H groups modeled
and strolled down the lit runway. Mas-
ter of Ceremonies Barry Flansburg
read detailed descriptions of each
ensemble as the models turned and dis-
played special features of their outfits
at the Trolley Building.

Pajamas, complete with teddy bear

accessories and slippers, were a popu-

lar clothing choice, as were floor-
length gowns for an upcoming prom.

“They really pushed the envelope

this year,” 4-H Program Associate
| Marlene Seielstad said after the show.
Seielstad said one example of “push-
ing” was to create improvements to the
clothing patterns, such as adding a
liner to dresses with uncomfortable
material, or using extra material for a
. matching drawstring purse, hair bow
and potholders.

After the 40-minute revue, County
legislator Marcia Tuohey entertained
the crowd with her hats — not all of
her estimated 100 casual, dinner, party,
and meeting hats, but some of her

« favorite selections.
*“I get kidded about my hats all the

Joanne Beck/Daily News

AND THE WINNERS ARE.. From left, Jamie Kurtz, who won Western Dis-
trict and State Clothing Revue; Mlchelle Sands, who won district and
state; Kasandra Cliff, district and state; Amanda Vreeland, district and
state; Chelsie CIiff, state; ToyaTorrance, state; Scott Marciszewskl state
and dlstrlct alternate Kerﬂe Walker, state and district alternate.

time,” Tuohey said.

She raised a large brimmed black hat
and said “This is my election hat,”
adding that she’s worn it since first
elected to the county legislature in
1979. ;

“People ask me when I'll stop run-

ning for legislator, and I tell them, ‘I’11

stop running when the hat wears out,’”
she said.

Tuohey ended by showing her most
important hat, a red and white baseball
cap displaying her legislator status.

“The county legislature is the most
important hat I wear now ... it’s fun and
I enjoy doing it,” she said.

The program ended with the judges’
selections for Western District Cloth-

ing Revue and State Clothing Revue.

The district winners will participate

in a larger event in Cuba, N.Y., and the
state winners will compete at this
year’'s New York State Fair in Syra-
cuse.

Western District winners from
Almost Anything Goes were:

M Kasandra Cliff, wearing a black

_ bustier and patterned long skirt and
" jacket

M Chelsie Cliff, wearing flared jeans
and a jacket top.

From Hmdsburg Hllltop & Tow-
path:

M Toya Torrance wearing a capped
sleeve top with dual-patterned flared
pants

From Moonlight Dreamers:

M Amanda Vreeland, wearing a long
old-time gown that she is donating to
the Genesee Country Museum in
Mumford.

B Michelle Sands, wearing a floor-
length sparkled pink gown with shoul-
der wrap.

From Senior Council:

M Jaime Kurtz, wearing a long blue
patterned gown with a blue wrap, and
long white gloves.

State winners were:

M Kasandra CIiff

B Amanda Vreeland

B Michelle Sands

M Jaime Kurtz

M Alternates Kerrie Walker, wearing
a two-piece floor-length navy blue
gown, and Scott Marciszewski, wear-
ing khaki pocketed shorts and coordi-
nating short-sleeve buttoned shirt.
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Field Days get

under way today

KNOWLESVILLE — The
33rd annual Conservation
Field Days are today and
Wednesday at the Orleans
County Fairgrounds on Route
31.

The Field Days, coordinat-
ed by the Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion, provides sixth-grade stu-
dents of Orleans County the
opportunity to learn about
environmental conservation
outside the classroom.

Every year, Orleans Coun-
ty’s five school districts bring
their sixth-grade classes to
participate in this program. A
total of 20 different ‘“‘sta-
tions” will be showcased by *
local professionals and volun-
teers involved in environmen-
tal/conservation science.

Each of the classes will
attend nine “‘stations,”” partic-
ipating in hands-on activities
designed to teach students
about an aspect of local envi-
ronmental/conservation
issues.

This year’s stations include
Wildlife Rehabilitation,
Rabies Alert, The Otter Pro-
ject, Wetland Wildlife, Nui-
sance Aquatic Species of the
Great Lakes, Trumpeter Swan
Project, Conserving Energy at
‘Home and many more.
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Boxelder Bugs

L]

Bugging You?
Rochelle Smith i iR
Extension Educator

Orleans County

Cornell Cooperative
Extension

What is black and
red and a real nuisance
in any numbers in the
house? Boxelder bugs! 5 B

When they invade homes this half-inch black with red
stripes pest will congregateé on floors, walls, in doorways and
on windowsills in astounding quantities. These large masses
of bugs are unpleasant and unsightly, although the cause no

harm to the house or household. #

The boxelder bug spends the winter in larger groups as
adults in dry sheltered places and often chooses buildings or
houses to overwinter. In homes they are frequently found hi-
bernating between the walls ot in attics. As the weather warms
up in the spring the bugs Jeave their hibernation places (o fly
10 boxelder trees where they deposit their eggs. The eggs are
laid in bark crevices and hatch in 11 10 14 days. The nymphs
feed by inserting their beaks into the leaves and soft seeds and :
sucking the plant juices. This feeding continues throughout
the summer and the nymphs gradually mature becoming adults
as cold weather approaches in fall. In some areas there may
be two broods of this insect, one reaching maturity in mid-.
summer and the second one in early fall. As the days get shorter
and the nights get colder the adults again seek out dry, shel-
tered places to hibernate and the circle continues,

If your home is invaded by boxelder bugs there are several
things you can do. First, close the entry routes into your home
and eliminate the hibernation sites inside. Caulking, screen-
ing, and closing the entries at door. windows, roof soffits, and
vent or pipe cuts through the walls can accomplish this. In
addition, adding insulation to walls and attics will reduce avail-
able hibernation spaces making your home unwelcome for the
bugs. 3
When you are experiencing spring or fall invasions of
boxelder bug inside your living space your best control is vacu-
uming up the bugs and discarding the contents of the vacuum
bag when you're finished. If the bugs are left inside the vacuum -
they may crawl out into the storage space. There is no spray
labeled for use in homes against boxelder bug.

Outside you can take away the boxelder bug’s preferred
food and habitat by removing boxelder trees. Although itis a
member of the maple family the leaves look quite different.
The boxelder trees are invasive, week wooded, messy trecs
that are prone to several damaging insects and diseases. They
are not recommended for planting as ornamentals or screen-
ing trees. Outdoor insecticides have been used effectively on
the trees to control the nymphs while they are actively feed-
ing. The insecticide carbaryl (sevin) is currently labeled in
New York State for homeowner use on boxelder bug nymphs
on boxelder trees. BE SURE TO FOLLOW THE MANU-
FACTURERS LABEL DIRECTIONS ACCURATELY
WHEN USING ANY PESTICIDE. Large trees and large
groups of trees are difficult for the homeowner Lo spray safely.
It is recommended that a certified pesticide applicator be hired
in this situation.

PR

Quite often the bugs will cling to the outside of homes. '

This is most likely in light or bright colored homes. In early

spring they are just emerging and warming up for flight to the

boxelder trees to lay eggs. In late fall they are looking for
entrance for a dry, sheltered place to hibernate. In either case
this is a good time to wash them off with a hose and crush or

shovel them up and discard them. Do not spray the outside of |

your home with pesticides.

So, if you are invaded by boxelder bugs, don’t let it get
you down! Remember that they are there because you have a
warm, dry house that they can get into, then get your vacuum

out!
-~ T e—
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'The Gardener’s Column

Getting to know Clematis

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

I am always amazed at the
' size of certain plant families
and the genus “clematis” is no
exception. This is a huge
group of plants. What makes
them most interesting is that
they are not all the same, they
differ in many of their physi-
cal attributes like flower color
and size, bloom time and leaf
type. They also differ greatly
in the soil conditions they like
and the care they need.

Clematis are climbing vines
that use their stem and the
“petiole” (pronounced pet-ee-
ol) - the thin part of the leaf
that connects to the stem - to
cling to trellises, fences, rock
walls or any other structure.
They grow in a wide variety
of flower color and sizes so
you can pretty much choose
the plant you want by the
color and size of the flowers.
In general, most clematis fol-
low the warm top - cool bot-
tom rule. That is, they do best
with their leaves in 4-6 hours
of direct sun while their roots
are shaded by something like
another plant. Also, in general,
it is best to avoid direct sun
during the hottest part of the
day 3 p.m. - 5 p.m. Clematis
paniculata, the Sweetautumn .
Clematis can take quite a bit
of shade, I'll cover that later in
this article.

Choosing between the dif-
ferent clematis is a matter of
personal choice. Look for the
flower color, shape and timing
that fits the needs of the gar-
den you are planning. For a
larger, bold flowering effect

look toward Clematis x jack-
manii and its hybrids. Jackma-
nii ‘Alba’ is a large 4-5 inch -
diameter single white flower
with a bluish tinge. Jackmanii
‘Rubra’ is deep red and is
sometimes a double flower on
old wood. ‘Nelly Moser’ will

. flower on new or old growth

so a selective pruning in the
early spring to remove some
of the oldest wood to the
ground but still leave a per-
centage of the younger stems
2-4' tall will significantly
extend the flowering season.
In some cases you will receive
the added bonus of doubles
from some of the older stems.
The Clematis viticella group
is a summer flowering group
that can be pruned back hard
in the spring for the best
bloom. Their flowers differ
from plant to plant, some larg-
er, some smaller and in a wide

.- variety of colors. ‘Ascotiensis’

is a heavy bloomer with bright
blue pointed petals. ‘Margot
Koster’” has abundant small,
rosy pink flowers.

For ground covers the Clemn-
atis integrifolia group is excel-
lent. These non-climbing, her-
baceous plants will die to the
ground and should be pruned
hard in early spring. The
group generally has one inch,
solitary bell-shaped flowers
from mid June to August and
will grow easily on any moist,
average fertility soil. The cul-
tivar ‘Hendersonii’ is lavender
blue with a somewhat longer
flowering period. For best
flower viewing some staking
or training the plant to climb
over another plant will lift is
from ground level.

Clematis recta is apother

ground clematis that forms
sprays of starry, one inch fra--
grant florets on the tips of
branches. Like Clematis inte- -
grifolia it will ramble on the
ground and will show its flow-
ers best if lifted a bit. for care -
and placement it is again very-
similar to Clematis 1ntegrlf0- <
lia. .
And for that somewhat 3
shady spot that only gets one -
to three hours of direct sun or-
lots and lots of dappled sun/
shade there is Clematis panic--
ulata the Sweetautumn :
Clematis. ‘This is named
appropriately in that it flow- -
ers quite heavily late in the -
year - August through Sep- =
tember or October - and has a®
light, sweet scent. Thisis an -
aggressive growth plantso -
give it it’s own trellis or fence -
to climb. Since it flowerson
new growth only you don't
have to look at those dead
branches, they can be pruned
off hard in early spnng This
is probably the easiest clema-
tis to grow and an excellent
screening plant to hide a
fence or create a privacy
screen because it grows so
quickly. This is not an inva-
sive or destructive plant like

' wisteria.

Remember that any plant
you choose for your garden
needs to like your soil and
environmental conditions and
has to be tolerant of zone 5 or
colder. All of the rest is up to
you. Landscape design can be
a lot of fun.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.
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% 4-H to have
clothing revue

Orleans County 4-h’ers have
been busy constructing
garments to be judged in the ,
annual 4-H clothing revue.

The event is sponsored by
the Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension.

The annual 4-H clothing
revue will be conducted
Saturday. _

This year, the theme is
“2001: Fashion Odyssey.”

Participants will be judged
earlier in the day on the
construction of the garment.
The evening portion will
consist of a fashion show of
the garments made and final
selection of those who will
represent Orleans County in
the district and state 4-H
clothing revues.

Chairperson of the Orleans
County Legislature, Marcia
Tuohey, will present briefly
on the history and fashion of
the hat.

The public is welcome to
attend. Door prizes will be
awarded.

For more information,
contact Marlene Seielstad at
the Orleans County Cornell

- Cooperative Ext., at 589-5561
or email at
m15226@cornell edu.
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Fair is the showcase [
for Orleans County ==

By Michael Zwelling
The Journal-Register

With spring finally sprung,

the center-piece activity for

! the 4-H club is on its way to
| Orleans County.

“The county fair is our
chance to show off what we
do,” said Marlene Seielstad,
{1 4-H Family and Consumer
| Science director. ;
| The FCS is one of two
{ departments within the 4-H,
an organization which allows
1 children from 8- to 19-years-
1 old to learn rural life skills.
| “We teach them how to
= sew, cook, show livestock and
rocketry,” she said of FCS.

Seielstad — who said she
‘was a previous 4-H member

e

Another difference is the
hazing of gender lines when
taking part in activities,

“It use to be that only girls
would be in the FCS classes,”
she said. “Now we have boys
in our programs and girls in
the agricultural section.” .

According to Agriculture
and Natural Resources Direc-
tor Margo Bowerman, she has
noticed the same trend and
the ANR program offers

activities for all skill levels as
well.

~

Part 2 of 'd_
5-part series

and now a 4-H mom — said
there have been a number_of
changes over the years, with
the most noticeable,

echnology.
: “WhengYI was in 4-H we
didn’t have microwave ovens
and the sewing machines, for
example, didn’t have all of thg
options . of today’s models,
Seielstad said. 4
Because of technological
advances, students learn more
and they learn more quickly,
she said. S _
Please see 4-H FAIR page 3A

“We have a back to basics
club’ that deals with a wide
range of animals and then we
have some very strong a.mx!al
clubs,” she said. “We have
both  boy’s  and girls
participating.”

According to both Seielstad
and Bowerman, a by-product
of teaching children of various
ages is the development of
leadership skills as partici-
pants move through the
program.

“All of the children interact

|

and some of the older kids
take on junior-leadership
roles,” Seielstad said.
“Joining 4-H is an opportu-
nity to interact with peers and
kids of different ages,” Bower-

‘man said.

According toSeielstad, chil-
dren can take part in 4-H style
programs between 5- and 8-
years-old as Clover Buds,

Part 3 will appear May 3 in
The Journal-Register and will
focus on multi-county teams.

James Neiss/The Journal-Register

4;H slaffrnembersexpmnthe significance of the symbol.
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Teams work to help agriculture in Orleans County

By Michael Zwelling

The Journal-Register

While Cornell Cooperative
Extension programs such as

4-H and the agricultural team .

work to improve farm life and

_ agricultural knowledge in

Orleans County, the Area
Extension Specialists assist
people throughout six West-
ern New York counties.

“We travel around the

Western New York area and
see what problems there are,”
said Fruit and Pest Manage-
ment Specialist Deborah
Breth from her Albion office.
Breth is a member of the
WNY Fruit Industry Program
Pest Management Team, one

" of three teams in the region.

The other teams include the
Dairy, Livestock and Field

' Crops Team based in Niagara

County and the Lake Plains
Vegetable Program Team
based in Monroe County.
Breth said the division is
both useful and necessary.
“Agriculture is becoming so
technical and there is so much
science involved with it today,
that no one county agent can
know enough to serve the

entire. agricultural

Part 3of a

5-part series

community,” she said. “But it’s
important to know that while
my office is in Orleans Coun-
ty, I have the same responsi-
bilities throughout the West-

. ern New York area.”

The challenges faced by the
three teams include inspec-
tions and getting information
to farmers.

Because of their duties,
team members are on the road
regularly during peak agricul-
tural seasons.

“I was on my way back in
from setting some insect traps
in Niagara - County and
stopped to check things here,”
she said, while stopping at
Robert’s Farm Market on
Route 31 in Shelby.

Breth said she was prepared
for the hours that her job

‘would require, having studied

as a pre-medical student.

“I absolutely enjoy it,” she
said of her work. “When you
deal with bio systems you
can’t say you'll work 9 a.m. to
Spm.”

Michael Zwellin/The Journal-Register

Debbie Breth, fruit and pest management specialist for Comell Cooperative Extension, inspects a fruit tree at

Robert's Farm Market, in the town of Shelby.

2T
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Orleans County4-H Fair has new web address

KNOWLESVILLE
4-H Fair has new

web address

The Orleans County 4-H
Fair has a new web address.

Visitors to the site at
. www.orleans4-hfair.com will
find judging and event sched-
ules, fair history, volunteer
opportunities and 4-H pro-
gram related information such
as finding 2 club, projects and
community service.

The site is intended to
showcase the variety of
events that will take place
during the week-long fair to

be conducted July 23-28.

The site also offers detailed
information for businesses
and individuals who may be

interested in setting up a

commercial exhibit, donating
to the fair auction, sponsor-
ship or contacts.

The site includes photo-
graphs from past fairs, an

alumni registry and fair trivia.

Kids will find links where
they can learn more about
agriculture-related topics like
composting.




port that the people
have selected the oak
as their choice for
Amica'sNalinnalecinlhmﬁonwidemhmdbyThe
NaﬁomlArburDayFomdaﬁononitsWebsik,mbmdaymg.
From the first day of voting. oak was the popular choice of the
wood, was the second place finisher.

Over 444,600 votes were placed. The oak received over
101,000 and the redwood over 80,800. The rest of the top five
were dogwood, maple, and pine. You have a Jot of choices if
you would like to place an oak tree in your yard to commemo-
rate this event. Because of the modifying weather we receive
due to our closeness to Lake Omntario, nine oaks are native to
the area and significantly more that will grow well here!

Quercus alba is the white cak. This tree’s large (80-100ft.)
fo:mandwidc,spradingbmmhmemaksitannjmic
sight in all seasons. Its lecaves have rounded tips and deep
lobesorcuusandilsacomsaulﬂmlisxhkmgwiﬂnhetop
quarter in a little cup cap. This is a slow growing free that is
bestplamndwbenﬂﬁzﬂ(l-hchcaliperorless)mmmmsa
wide range of soil conditions but dislikes having its roots dis-
turbed.

Querusbiaﬂorisﬂtswmpwllincoakmd,asis
implies, prefers a bottomland or wet site. Once established
this can be a very drought resistant tree but does not do well in
high pH soils (basic or alkaline soils.) As with all white oaks,
the leaves have rounded tips but the swamp white’s do not
have the deep cuts and form “teardrop” shaped leaves that are
wider at the end than the stem. The acorms are a little larger -
inlhcl-ind:mng-and!hecapmrsalmoslll?aoflhcend.
A good identifier is the long stalk left on the acom cap.

Oncmlsnnnucmpaisﬂtburormossycupoak_m
large(?ﬂ-&)ﬁ.)uee,lhisfmmsabmﬂlymmduwnnfsmut
branches.

This trees natural habitat is dry ridges to upland -

mmdedﬁpgsmnecmandﬂnmupshape,theendis
wil:rdmlhesmmdismlysoliiwithshﬂowcm_ﬂ
distinctive past of this tree are the acoms. Rounded, and grow-
ing up to 2-inches in overall size the top 1/2 to 3/4 is enclosed
in a deep, hairy, cup that looks like a tiny bird’s nest!

Quercus ii is the chinkapin or chestnut oak.
Tbisismhahge(?l)—&ﬂft.)tmeﬂmpm&us&yslopes.
Thmmmwmdiﬁermﬁmmemmin
dm!bcya:eashinydarkgreenwiﬂ!mosﬂymundededgm,
they are wider in the middle than at the ends and at the end of
each Jobe is a tiny “tooth™ The acoms are under I-inch and
malwﬁhzaplhatmvmtbc!oplBofﬂlcﬁ'lﬁL

Quercus palustris is the pin or swamp oak. This is 2 me-
dium: (60-80 ft.) sized tree that is native to wet clay soils and
does not like high pH (basic or alkaline) soils. The leaves are
unusual in that they have very deep and wide cuts and the
acoms are very small, less than 1/2 inch. with a saucer cap.
This tree’s most distinctive element is its overall branch struc-
ture. The branches “fan” away from the trunk - the lower
branches point down and out. the middle branches are almost
hoﬁzonlal,andtbenpperbmndlespoimupandmumakingit
easy to identify from a distance!

Quercus prinus is the chestnut or rock oak. This is also a
medium (50-70 ft.)size,mundedshapeduaellmlikesdry,
rocky slopes. Its leaves are a shiny yellow-green wider in the
middlethanatﬂleembwithwav}',mmded,ﬂwwothedges.
The acoms are 1-11/2 inches and oval with almost 1/2 cov-
ered by adeepcap. : .

Quercus rubra is the northern red oak. This is 2 medium
(ﬁﬂm&)siad,poinmdlafedoakma:fmmsammded,sym—
accent the points on the tips. The acorns are under 11/2 inches
andmbax:e!shapedwhﬂeghecapsaresamsﬁatmsily
makes an excellent shade tree on most average sites. -

Quercus velutina is the black oak. Another medivm (50-
60 ft.) sized tree that forms a roughly oval crown. It gets its
name from the bark that is black with deep furrows that forms
bloctyridges.Thcmareagainlobedandhavebristleﬁps,
but the center lobes are thicker and wider than the rest. The
aoomsa:esmall—under3f4inch—wiﬂnhelopll3apped-
Although slow to establish this oak will tolerate the driest sites.

Aﬂoabhavehighm]dlifcvalueduemmemﬂabﬂityof
acoms on fairly young trees. There are additional, ornamental
trees that can also be planted in our area but these nine are the

oaksﬂlatamnaﬁvewourateaandarewmthmainminingwhem ;
they naturally occur! For more information on these and other |

oaks contact the cooperative extension and see the June New |
Orleans

Gardener newsletter. .
JohnRosenow,meicbmot’lheNalionalArborDayFom—
Mon'muedane—milmwlhankcveryoneﬂmvmedor
encouraged others to take part in this historic process. This
had been able to state their pick for  national emblem.
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Are boxelder bugs bugging you?

By Rochelie Smith
For The Journal-Register
What is black and red and a
real nuisance in any numbers
in the house? Boxelder bugs!
When they invade homes
this half-inch black with red
stripes pest will congregate
on floors, walls, in doorways
and on windowsills in
astounding quantities. These
large masses of bugs are
unpleasant and unsightly,
although they cause no harm
to the house or household.
The boxelder bug spends
the winter in larger groups as
adults in dry sheltered places
and often chooses buildings
or houses to overwinter. In
homes they are frequently
found hibernating between
. the walls or in attics. As the
weather warms up in the
spring the bugs leave their
hibernation places to fly to
boxelder trees where they
deposit their eggs. The eggs
are laid in bark crevices and
hatch in 11 to 14 days. The
nymphs feed by inserting
their beaks into the leaves and
soft seeds and sucking the
plant juices. The feeding con-
tinues throughout the summer
and the nymphs gradually
mature becoming adults as
cold weather approaches in
fall. In some areas there may
be two broods of this insect,
one reaching maturity in mid-
. summer and the second one
in early fall. As the days get
shorter and the nights get
colder, the adults again seek
our dry, sheltered places to
hibernate and the cycle con-
tinues.

If your home is invaded by
boxelder bugs there are sey-
eral things you can do. First,
close the entry routes into
your home and eliminate the .

carding the contents of the
vacuum bag when you're fin-
ished. If the bugs are left
inside the vacuum they may
crawl out into the storage

_ space. There is no spray

labeled for use in homes
against boxelder bugs.
Outside you can take away
the boxelder bug’s preferred
food and habitat by removing
boxelder trees. Although it is a
meinber of the maple family
the leaves look quite different.
The boxelder trees are inva-
sive, week wooded, messy
trees that are prone to several
damaging insects and diseas-
es. They are not recom-
mended for planting as orna-
mentals or screening trees.
Outdoor insecticides have
been used effectively on the
trees to control the nymphs
while they are actively feed-
ing. The insecticide carbaryl
(sevin) is currently labeled in
New York State for home-
owner use on boxelder bug
nymphs on boxelder trees. Be
sure to follow the manufactur-
ers label directions accurately
when using any pesticide.

= ol 3 e
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Large trees and large groups -
of trees are difficult for the
homeowner to spray safely. It
is recommended that a certi-
fied pesticide applicator be -
hired in this situation.

Quite often the bugs will __l
cling to the outside of homes.
This is most likely in light or -
bright colored homes. In early
spring they are just emerging -
and warming up for flight to
the boxelder trees to lay eggs. -
In late fall they are looking for
entrance for a dry, sheltered -
place to hibernate. In either -
case this is a good time to
wash them off with a hose and
crush or shovel them up and -
discard them. Do not spray -
the outside of your home wtth.
pesticides. il

So, if you are invaded by -
boxelder bugs, don’t let them .
get you down. Remember that
they are there because you
have a warm, dry house that
they can get into, then get
your vacuum-out.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans .
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.
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Pest

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

There is a super vil-
lain among us. This
terror is ageressive and pushes out desirable visitors to our yards
and gardens; it can convert our chosen participants to its evi]
Ways; and, it hides itself in beauty. Purple Loostrife is this
menace and we all need to work together to rid this pest from
our midst. :

Lythrum salicaria, purple loostrife, looks innocent enough.
It produces pretty purple flowers in the summer and early fal]
on upright stems that look a Jot like purple candles, It 8rows in
ditches, pond edges, damp meadows, and wetland margins
where we find it hard o mow or plant other things. But, don’t
let those pretty purple flowers fool you, they are purple
loostrifes only redeeming element.

 This is an aggressive perennial, it wil] grow again from the
Sdme root mass season after season. In addition it is a hea
self-seeder, each mature plant can produce up to 2.7 million
seeds every year! These seeds are casily spread by water. wind,
wildlife, and humans and although they may germinate the fol-
lowing growing season, they can also lay dormant for severa]
years before sprouting. Which means that if you have had purple
loostrife before, you will have it again, It won’t just go away,
it will have to be removed!

This plant is so ageressive that it truly will push-out the de-
sirable plants in our yards, gardens, fields, ponds, meadows,
and wetlands. The way it can do this is two-fold. First, purple
loostrife will out compete many more desirable plants due to

Managing the Purple
T

has no predators; no wildlife eats any part. So where some
form of wildlife uses every part of the cattails, the purple
loostrife doesn’t have to worry. Even to the extent of forming
habitat where fish and wildlife feed, seek shelter, reproduce
and rear young, the purple loostrife can quickly choke out most,
if not all, beneficial Plants, An estimated 190,000 hectares of
wetlands, marshes, Pastutes and riparian meadows are affected
in North America each year. with an economic impact of mil-
lions of dollars,

A biological control has been deve]oped and is being used
in areas of severe purple loostrife infestation where manual
and chemical contro] etforts are ineffective, This biological

There are several garden varieties of [oostrife which were
e thought to be sterile and have been proven to €ross polli-
nate with wild purple loostrife and produce viable seed. Gar-
deners can help to control the spread of this plant and protect
our environment by not planting purple loostrife, Lythrum
salicaria, or any of its cultjvas,
To achieve a similar look there are several other options to
choose for your garden. Look for the following plants. ‘Gay

spikes, several are native to North America, Delpinium will
give you that upright spike (up 10 6') in full sun and grows in a
variety of colors including nearly true blue, be cautious in windy
areas as the stems can break! Astilbe are shade Jovers and
range in color and flower form, the late summer blooming
Astilbe chinensis wil] produce a purple upright candle of blooms
OVer a groundcover of foliage. Foxglove, Digitalis purpurea,
is a 3-4' ta]] group of perennials that 8row in a variety of co-
ors. Lupine also has a large color range of flowers that grow
on 2' spikes and prefer full sun. Lobelia cardinalis is a wild-
flower of wetlands and has scarlet-red flower spikes in sum-
T, Salvia is a hardy, drought resistant perennial that is some-

| zeoe-seL ]
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The Gardener’s Column

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

I’'m happy to report that the
people have selected the oak
as their choice for America’s
National Tree in the nation-
wide vote hosted by The
National Arbor Day Founda-

-tion on its website,

arborday.org, For the first day
of voting, oak was the popular
choice of the American peo-
ple. Another magnificent -
American tree, the redwood,
was the second place finisher.
Over 444,600 votes were
placed. The oak received over
101,000 and the redwood over
80,800. The rest of the top
five were dogwood, maple
and pine. You have a lot of
choices if you would like to
place an oak tree in your yard
to commemorate this event.
Because of the modifying

weather we receive due to our

closeness to Lake Ontario,
nine oaks are native to the
area and significantly more
that will grow well here.
Quercus alba is the white
oak. This tree’s large (80-100
foot) forma a wide, spreading
branch structure makes it a
majestic sight in all seasons.
Its leaves have rounded tips
and deep lobes or cuts and its
acorns are '/2-1 inch long with
the top quarter in a little cup
cap. This is a slow growing
tree that is best planted when
small (I-inch caliper or less)

soil conditions but dislikes
having its roots disturbed.
Quercus bicolor is the
swamp white oak and, as its
name implies, prefers a bot-
tomland or wet site. Once
established this can be a very
drought resistant tree but
does not do well in high pH
soils (basic or alkaline soils.)
As with all white oaks, the |
leaves have rounded tips but

[ 1) R S S IS VS L £ PRSI
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- that tolerates a wide range of -

The results are in!

on the acorn cap.

Quercus macrocarpa is the
bur or mossycup oak. Another
large (70-80 foot) tree, this
forms a broadly round crown
of stout branches. This trees
natural habitat is dry ridges to
upland depressions. The
leaves have the traditional oak
shape with rounded tips, some
cuts and the teardrop shape,
the end is wider than the stem
and is mostly solid with shal-
low cuts. A distinctive part of
this tree are the acorns.
Rounded, and growing up to
two inches in overall size the
top one-half to three-quarter
is enclosed in a deep, hairy
cup that looks like a tiny bird’s
nest,

Quercus muehlenbergii is
the chinkapin or chestnut oak.
This is another large (70-80
foot) tree that prefers dry
slopes. The leaves are some-
what different from the previ-
ous trees in that they are a
shiny dark green with mostly
rounded edges. They are
wider in the middle than at
the ends and at the end of
each lobe is a tiny ‘tooth’. The
acorns are under one inch and
oval with a cap that covers the
top one-third of the fruit.

Quercus palustris is the pin
or swamp oak. This is a
medium (60-80 foot) sized
tree that is native to wet clay
soils and does not like high pH
(basic or alkaline) soils. The
leaves are unusual in that they
have very deep and wide cuts

and the acorns are very small, -

less than one-half inch, with a
saucer cap. This tree’s most
distinctive element is its over-
all branch structure. The
branches ‘fan’ away from the
trunk - the lower branches
point down and out, the mid-
dle branches are almost hori-
zontal, and the upper

branches point up and out
making it easy to identify from
a distance.

.

are 1-1//2 inches and oval with
almost one-half covered by a
deep cap.

Quercus rubra is the north-
ern red oak. This is a medium
(60-70 foot) sized pointed
leafed oak that forms a ;
rounded symmetrical crown.
The leaves also have medmm
sized cuts that accent the :
points on the tips. The acorns.
are under 1Y% inches and are .
barrel shaped while the caps

are saucers that easily pop

from the top. This tree prefers
moist, upland soils and makes
and excellent shade tree on
most average sites.

Quercus velutina is the :
black oak. Another medium -
(50-60 foot) sized tree that

forms a roughly oval crown. It

gets its name from the bark
that is black with deep fur-
rows that forms blocky ridges:.
The leaves are again lobed
and have bristle tips, but the
center lobes are thicker and
wider than the rest. The
acorns are small - under
three-quarter inch - with the -
top one-third capped.
Although slow to establish
this oak will tolerate the drlesti
sites. ;
All oaks have high wildlife -
value due to the availability of -
acorns on fairly young trees. .-
There are additional orna-
mental trees that can also be
planted in our area but these .
nine are the oaks that are
native to our area and are
worth maintaining where they.
naturally occur. For more
information on these and
other oaks contact the Coop-
erative Extension and see the .
June New Orleans Gardener
newsletter. ‘
John Rosenow, president of !
the National Arbor Day Foun-
dation issued an e-mail note
to than everyone that voted or.
encouraged others to take
part in this historic process.
This Eroject marked the first
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David Lonnen, an Albion Middle School sixth-grader, watches a demonstration of groundwater flow.

Students
learn about
nature

By Michael Zwelling

The Journal-Register

Approximately 600 sixth-grade
students from Orleans County
schools spent a day outside in the
spring time sun to take part in the

2001 Conservation * Field Days
recently at the 4-H County Fair-
' grounds in Knowlesville.

“It gives kids a chance to get out
and exposes them to different
careers and shows them how they
are*performed at a local level,” said
Margo Bowerman of the Cornell
Cooperative Extension.

Among the areas covered are diag-
nosing tree and shrub problems, con-
serving energy at home, beekeeping
and aquatic nuisance species in the
Great Lakes.

“We give them an introduction to
nuisance species in and around the
Great Lakes and explain what kind of
damage they can do,” said U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Fishery Biolo-
gist Michael Weimer.

A display gave the school kids a
chance to see the creatures being

Dennis Stierer/The Jouml,-egmtéf

Michael Zwelling/The Journal-Register

Charles A. Augrom, of Batavia, shows students honey bees.

presented.

Students also had a chance to have
a taste of honey while sitting through
a lesson on beekeeping.

“Everybody has something they
advocate,” said Charles Augrom, of
Batavia. “Mine is bees.”

Augrom said beekeeping is a
hobby he began about 27 years ago,
and that it’s not as dangerous as
some may believe.

“Bees only sting when they feel

' threatened,” he said. “I move slowly

and don’t threaten them.”

He also said the pain from a bee
sting is mostly mental.

_“It only hurts for a couple of min-
utes, then it goes away,” he said.

The 33rd Annual Conservation
Field Days were conducted by the
Cornell Cooperative Extension with
donations and assistance from vari-
ous  local companies and
organizations.



‘Cooperative Extension

By Michael Zwelling

The Journal-Register

With different ,departments
within the Cornell Coopera-
tive  Extension  working
throughout the county, a sup-
i port team is behind the scenes
‘helping to keep everything
running, :

“We take care of the basic
needs of the organization,”
said Finance Administrator
Nancy Thering.

Included among the duties
of the support team are
directing clients of the exten-
sion to the right departments,
managing the finances and
maintenance and improve-
ments of extension properties,
including the 4-H
Fairgrounds.

“We set up the fairgrounds
for the fair, weddings, gradua-
tions and different shows
throughout the year,” said
Facilities Manager Bill Logan.

While the three-member
{ support team — which
includes Logan, Thering and a
receptionist, Tammy Chilcote
— work in different fields,
cooperation is  necessary,
Logan said.

“Although our jobs are very

different within the
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support team back county effos

Part 4 of a
5-part series

framework of the support |

staff, there are times when all
of us work together on one
project,” Logan said.

One type of project the

three must work together on .

is renting the fairgrounds to
users, Thering said.

While Chilcote’s title is
receptionist, she does* more
than answer phones and
direct extension users, said
Director Roger Harrison.

“She really helps us support
the educators and other teams
by doing whatever is neces-
sary to help them out,” Harri-
son said. “Since we are a small
extension compared to the
size of our county, it’s neces-
sary she cross-trains to be able
to do other jobs, and she’s
really been positive about it.”

According to Harrison, the
support team may not be visi-
ble, but the results of their
labor is.

The conclusion of the series
will run May 17 and will focus on
an overview of Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension

James Neiss/The Journal-Hegister

Orleans County Cornell Codperative Extension support staff includes, from left, Receptionis:t Tammy Chil-
cote, Faciliies Manager Bill Logan and Finance Administrator Nancy Thering.
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Hey, Kids! Do You

Know What Tlme itls?

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative

Extension .

For some of you
the answer may be
“It’s Howdy Doody
Time!” Others may
respond “Does anyone
really know what time it is, does anyone really care?” Some
others may still wonder “Standard or Daylight Savings Time?”
Although all of those answers are correct in certain circum-
stances, my thought is “It’s time to start GARDENING!” Here
is a list of outside and inside gardening projects for April!

Clean up - Yard and garden clean up starts with raking to
remove old plant material, leaves, and broken branches. If left
in the garden they can be a source for diseases to develop or,
in the case of apple scab on fruit or ornamental trees, can hold
the spores of the disease in the area of its preferred tree. Use
caution around bulbs that are starting to come up and watch
for snowdrops and helebores that will already be in bloom if
you planted them last year! Don’t rake out the old organic
mulch, it’s OK to leave that in the garden and just add a new
layer later this year. Raking out the.lawn will remove old
grass blades from last season - this is not thatch at this point
but can become thatch if left on the lawn. Use a widely spaced
leaf rake for both lawn and garden.

Repairs - Check both the garden and woody plants like
trees and shrubs for damage. Watch for plants that may have
heaved out of the ground over the winter in the garden. They
will need gentle replanting and light mulching. Woody plants
will need light pruning to remove torn branches from winter
damage. Cut them cleanly at a branch node - where another
branch attaches. There are many plants that can be pruned at

« this time for shaping and health. Check with your texts or

come in and check with the Master Gardeners for confirma-
tion if your plants can be pruned at this time.

Planting - There are things you can plant! Peas are tradi-
tionally planted in early April and can be poked one inch into
the soil as soon as the ground is unfrozen. Raised beds will
provide the best drainage. Place a trellis over the seeds for
climbing peas. Lettuce and spinach, in fact, most leafy salad
greens like cool weather. They can be seeded outside later this
month or in early May. You can try sowing them thickly for a
“cut-and-come-again” style harvest. Onions “sets” can be plant

outside a month before last frost (usually the end of May.) |

Plant onion sets about one inch deep, 3-4 inches apart!

Start measuring GDD - Growing Degree Days (GDD) are
used to know when insect pests are emerging and the best time
to control. They are measured by checking the average tem-
perature for the day. If the average is over 50° F, add the amount
over 50° to the tally. For instance, if our low is 40° and our
high is 64° (don’t you just wish?) the average would be 52,
that is 2° over 50 so add two to the tally. There are severa]
references that tie GDD to insect control. This is so you can
use cultural, mechanical, biological, or chemical controls with

the best control for the least cost in time or money! Call into |

the Master Gardeners for help with your plants and GDD!
Don’t’s - Don’t till the soil yet - it is too cold and too wet,
you'll probably just make bricks. Don’t put tender plants out

yet, it is too cold at night. (Unless you use a cold frame - that !

is another whole article!) Don't fertilize your lawn with nitro-
gen (the first number of the 3 on the bag.) It is OK to put
down crabgrass control but avoid nitrogen fertilizers. The ni-
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trogen will cause the grass to put up lots of new blades but this -
will be at the expense of root development which is what grass

naturally does at this time of the year! You’ll end up with a
green but weak lawn.

Inside - Start flower and vegetable seeds! We are less than
eight weeks away from Memorial Day planting! If you like to
do a few plants on a window sill or have a light system in the
basement growing from seed is a fun project. If starting doesn’t
interest you, make your lists and place your orders with grow-
ers here in the county or the 4-H’ers.

Easter & Christmas Plants - keep those Easter potted plants
watered and in the bright light until Memorial Day when they
can be planted outside. For amaryllis and poinsettia, don’t
stop watering! Keep both evenly moist and well lit. The ama-
ryllis will grow leaves to put life and vitality back into the
bulb for next winter. When the leaves start to brown (August
or s0), cut them off, let the bulb go dormant. You can restart in
October. Poinsettia makes a great leafy plant in the summer
garden. They can be forced indoors again in the fall but it will
take effort. Check with the Master Gardeners for the informa-
tion sheet on poinsettia.

Ask the Master Gardeners - The Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension has established a special office for the
Master Gardeners. Although it is not yet staffed every day, the
Master Gardener Volunteers will be in on a regular basis. This
is an opportunity for you to call in with questions or leave
samples for analysis. Your answer will be mailed out! (To get
fully staffed we will need more Master Gardener Volunteers,
but that is also another article!)

So, it doesn’t matter whether your clock is a dial or digits,
either way April is the time to garden!
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4-H Club News

The H.O.RS.E. had their
monthly meeting on March 18.
It started promptly at 3 p.m. as
we had a busy meeting
planned.

First we worked with craft
clay making Easter pins. After
finishing our craft we dis-

" cussed the results of the 5 Star
test that the 4-H members had
taken early this month.

We also had some exciting
news to share about the
mailagram. Two of our mem-
bers received a response from
a gentleman stationed by the
Army in Bosnia.

Next we shared information
about upcoming events, for
example in April the 4-H

members will start taking
orders for the fruit, vegetable Lake Country Pennysaver April 8, 2001

and flower plants sale. On
LU "iinjs“

May 12 is the 4-H Prom.
.t SWAN LIBRARY

We concluded our meeting
| with a homemade snack and

4 North Main Street, Albion
Call 589-4246 to register

juice. L.
: Submitted by
Kelliann and Sue Grolling

APRIL 11th - Seasonal Balance
Perennials, Trees & Shrubs

APRIL 18th - Organic Gardening

. APRIL 25TH - Mostly Flowers -
Gardening with Annuals, Biennials

e ~ & Perennials
2 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

* FREE PROGRAM
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The Gardener S Column

By Rochelie Smith
For The Journal-Register

Everything in our lives
involves some amount of risk.
Some are easy to see and plan
for like the risks you can
encounter when crossing the
street or planning an outdoor
i activity. With obvious risks

like these we can make our

decisions about traffic or
weather with a little observa-
tion and common sense.
Then there are those risks

| we know about but they tend
to be far away, not here near
us. and they tend to happen to
other people, not our friends,
neighbors and relatives. So,
why worry? Why make
changes that may not really be
necessary after all? West Nile

Virus is a risk like that. But,

just because we don’t have
~ large numbers of cases or
birds falling from the sky
doesn’t mean we as individu-
als should skip some simple
opportunities to minimize our
risk.

West Nile is a virus that
causes encephalitis, an inflam-
. mation of the brain. It has
. been found in various places
around the world and in the
' counties in and around New

York City. The virus is trans-

mitted by mosquitos that

acquire it from infected birds.

The virus may infect both
- humans and horses, but there

is no documentation that

infected horses can spread the
virus to uninfected horses or
other animals, Migrating birds
may play a role in spreading

! the disease.

According to the USDA
Veterinary Services, because
mosquitos transmit this virus,
it has the potential to affect
livestock and poultry. As of
Anril 2000. 25 New York State

—sed with-

[}

Minimizing a risk

encephalitis caused by West
Nile Virus, all were in the
New York City area. Clinical
signs of West Nile virus infec-
tion in the New York horses
incladed listlessness, stum-
bling and lack of coordination,
weakness of limbs, ataxia and
partial paralysis. Fever was
not generally observed.

‘The role of commercial
poultry in maintaining or
transmitting the virus is not
thoroughly understood.
According to scientific litera-
ture, chickens can develop a
short-lived infection, but clini-
cal signs are not seen.

Since we cannot stop bird
migrations, the best way we
can protect against a spread
into our area is to reduce local
sounces of mosquito breeding.
Of the 65 different species of
mosquito found in New York
State the common house mos-
quito, Culex pipiens, is the one
most commonly associated
with West Nile Virus. There
are persistent biters. They
feed at disk, night and dawn.
They prefer birds as hosts, but
because they are frequently
found in homes, they bite
humans and can transmit the
virus. These mosquitos breed
in small pools of stagnant
water that contains organic
debris and they don’t move far
from breeding sites. This dis-
tance from home flight range
usually does not extend more
than 300 feet. :

In general, if you can reduce

.or eliminate breeding sites for

about 300 feet from around
your home you can signifi-
cantly reduce the risk of West
Nile Virus in your area. Dump
out standing water, A bottle
cap is enough water for eggs
to be laid. All those mosquitos
need is seven days to reach
maturity. Bird baths and pet
water dishes are prime loca-
tions for breeding as are pud-

dles and ponds. If the slope -
into your pond is very gradu-.
al, the fish cannot get into the -
shallows to eat the larvaso -~
changing the initial edge to -
have a 6-8 inch depth that
then gradually slope off will
help. Clean, filter and treat
swimming pools. Empty chil-
dren’s pools and turn them
over when they are not in use.
Remember to keep your pooIf_'
cover clean by propping it up ¥
to drain rainwater.

Old tires are used for a vari-!
ety of reasons on the farm but
these are prime sources of .
mosquito breeding since you
can’t really get out to dump
every one following each rain.,
Rubberworks, Inc. of Quarry
Road in Niagara Falls has
offered to supply farmers with
sliced tires free of charge.
Sliced tires will not hold _
water but will still hold down
atarp or cover. If youare ¢
using tires to cover your silo. -
bunks or for any other reason;
this is a great opportunity for
reducing the work involved in
controlling mosquitos. There
is a delivery fee or the farmer
can pick them up at their yard -
at no charge. For more infor-
mation about Rubberworks,
Inc. please call the Coopera-- -

' tive Extension at 589-5561.

Minimizing a risk like West:
Nile Virus has additional ben-,
efits, less mosquitos means
less mosquito bites. Look at
the area around your home
and workplace. Were there
places where the water stood
for several days after the
recent rains. Remember flow-
ing and running water is not a
problem, just those stagnant
puddles. By working together -
we can all make a difference.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans .
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.
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Deadhn proaches for 4-H Fai air horse re

As May is drawing to a
close, so too is the opportu-
nity for youth to participate in
the Horse Show of the
Orleans County 4-H Fair. All
pre-registration papers,
including the 4-H Horse Cer-
tificate and Horse Entry Form
are due by the close of busi-
! ness June 1.

Copies of a current (2000-
2001) Coggins test (Equine

Infectious anemia test) must

also be submitted with the
registration papers. Proof of a
rabies  vaccination being
administered no later than
June 30 must also be provided
before the horse will be

- allowed on the fairgrounds.

According to Extension
Educator Margo Bowerman,
there is a misconception
among some residents. that to
participate in the 4-H Fair
youth must be in 4H.

However, the 4-H Falr is open
to all youth, as long as they
are not participating in as
youth fair in another county.

In some cases, the age of the
youth affects what they an

and cannot participate in.
There are, however, advan-
tages to being officially
enrolled as a 4-H member. For
example, youth who are
enrolled in 4-H receive a
monthly Orleans County 4-H

News which provides infor-
mation regarding -workshops,
projects and other educational
opportunities, as well as infor-
mation relevant to the fair.
Families enrolled in 4-H
receive one Fairbook free of
charge. Non-enrolled families,
or families that would 'like
more than one Fairbook must

pay $2 to help defray the costs _

of the Fairbook.

Youth who are enrolled in a

gistration

4-H club also have opportuni-
ties * to develop assets,
character-building traits and
life skills that are not readily
available in other venues.

for more information
regarding Orleans County 4-H
or the Orleans County 4-H
Fair contact the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension, 20 South Main St.,
Albion at 589-5561.
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Sunflowers are happy plants

By Rochelie Smith
For The Journal-Register

Picture yourself driving
over a hill and seeing before
you a field of nodding, sunny,
bright yellow sunflower
heads. They all point in the
same direction and look like a
pleasant, cager crowd of faces
that stretch back to the ends
of the field. I saw just that in
Europe several years ago and
have planted a few sunflowers
every year since. They just
seem like such a happy plant.

Sunflower plants make a
great plant whether you farm
or garden. For farmers their
oil has become the world’s
second most important vege-
table oil and a mainstay of the
birdseed industry. They toler-
ate conditions similar to that
of corn but don’t have the
same high fertility require-
ments. They have only one
real disease to be concerned
about (sclerotinia head blight
- the same fungus as white
mold in beans), can be har-
vested with existing equip-
ment that only needs to be
somewhat modified from corn
harvesting and the stems can
be chopped for a reasonable
silage. Although there are no
oil processors for sunflower
in New York, the seed is ship-
pable to other locations, Bird
seed production is primarily
for local use.

For gardeners there are the
sed varieties that the farmer
will grow and a multitude of
ornamental options for cut-
ting and arrangements or
resale. If you are growing a
small crop (less than an acre
or two) for seed remember
that they need a fairly long
growing season. A few variet-
ies for seed are Mammoth,

Mennonite, Advance and
Commander.

Seeds can be planted now
with our dry spring this year
and should all be in the
ground by or before June 15 as
they will take 80-90 days to
mature. Keep the squirrels and
birds away as you reach har-
vest time and check the sun-
flower florets to determine
when they are ready. If the
center of the head is shriveled,
the back of the head is turning
yellow and the entire head has
developed it is time to cut the
head from the stalk. Hang the
heads in a warm, dry, well-
ventilated place where the
seeds will ripen fully and dry.
A paper bag with ventilation.
holes in it, cheese cloth or
nylon net can be used over the
drying heads to catch the
seeds as they fall. Heads can
be left on the stalk to dry but
the squirrels and the birds will
race you to them.

The seeds make a good,
nutritious snack when roasted
and contain vitamin B, cal-
cium and protein. To dry roast
spread the seeds in a single
layer on a cookie sheet or
other shallow tray and place
in a preheated 350 degree

oven for 10-15 minutes. When °

the seeds begin to swell and
the seedcoats crack, they are
ready to eat.

To do salted roasted seeds

- immerse four cups of sun-
flower seeds in one gallon of -
warm water that has had one- -

quarter cup of salt stirred in.
Soak overnight, drain and
spread to dry. For each two
cups of seed, coat a baking
sheet with two tablespoons of
salad oil, add the seeds and
sprinkle with two teaspoons
of salt. Bake in a preheated
over at 400 degrees for 15 min-

(utes, stirring occasionally.

‘Remove from the oven and

spread on paper towelsto -
drain the excess oil. Dry over-
night and store in airtight con-
tainers. : ¥
. Your options for ornamen-
tal sunflowers are huge. One i
catalog lists 26 different vari- -
eties. They range from a tradi-
tional yellow, six footer, with "
a broad head (Full Sun’) toa
dainty, branching variety that
grows to two and a half feet
and puts out multiple bouquet
sizedheads in a variety of col-
ors ranging from dark bronze-
red to clear golden yellow
("Music Box Mixed’). :
As you are planning orna- '
mental sunflower harvests =
remember that not all develop
at the same rate so your har- -
vest will be staggered over the
season. ‘Sunrays’ is among the
earliest and will bloom in full -

sun in about 42 days witha - -

good cut flower length stem.
Many of the branching types
will continue to bloom on
upper branches after you have
started cutting the lower
branches which can also
extend your harvest.

As an annual plant in the -
garden the branching types of «
sunflowers make excellent
additions. They have a fairly :
long bloom period (late July- .«
through September) and = _ -
come in a variety of heights
and colors, Place the taller
plants toward the back of the
bed. Take into consideration
that they will turn towards the:
sun so plan accordingly if you?
view them from the North,
you don’t really want to see
the backs of their heads.

Happy planting with some
happy plants.
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Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans *
County Cornell Cooperative = *
Extension.
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Medina 4-H’er is top finisher i 1n_
state communications contest

Carly Wells, a member of
the H.O.RSE. Club, an
Orleans County 4-H Club,
was among the top junior fin-
ishers in the New York State
4-H Horse Communications
contest held at Cornell Uni-
versity on May 12.

Her placement qualifies her
to participate in the New
York State Fair 4-H Horse
Communications Invitational
on August 27. :

The Horse Communica-
tions contest is a special divi-
sion of the 4-H Public Presen-
tations program. This
program provides youth -with
an opportunity to learn and
improve public speaking skills
in a friendly environment.

Participants in the Horse
Communications division
present topics related to
horses and are ]udged on
much stricter criteria than
Public Presentations.

Wells’ presentation, entitled
“Umm  Good,” discussed
horse “treats.” A seventh
grader in Medina, she is
already a seasoned public
speaker. To get to the state

. contest, she first had to qual-
ify in Orleans County and
then at a District contest. Last

year she also qualified for Dis-

trict and State Horse Commu-
nications events.

According to Margo Bower-
man, extension educator for

Orleans  County  Cornell

Cooperative Extension, partic-
ipants in Horse Communica-
tion events have substantial
time requirements that neces-
sitate the youth to practice

their  speech ' extensively.
Youth are also judged on their
organization, stage presence,
delivery, content and
accuracy.
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Sunflowers are Happy
Plants

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

Picture yourself
dnvmg over a hill and :
seeing before you a field of nOddma sunny, brlghl yellow sun-
flower heads. They all point in the same direction and look
like a pleasant, eager crowd of faces that stretch back to the
ends of the field. I saw just that in Europe several years ago
and have planted a few sunflowers every year since. They just
seem like such a happy plant!

Sunflower plants make a great plant whether you farm or
garden. For farmers their oil has become the world’s second
most important vegetable oil and a mainstay of the birdseed
industry. They tolerate conditions similar to that of corn but
don’t have the same high fertility requirements. They have
only one real disease to be concerned about (sclerotinia head
blight - the same fungus as white mold in beans), can be har-
vested with existing equipment that only needs to be some-
what modified from corn harvesting, and the stems can be
chopped for a reasonable silage. Although there are no oil pro-

 cessors for sunflower in New York, the seed is shippable to

other locations. Bird seed production is primarily for local
use.

For gardeners there are the seed varieties that the farmer,

will grow and a multitude of ornamental options for cutting
and arrangements or resale. If you are growing a small crop
(less than an acre or two) for seed remember that they need a
fairly long growing season. A few varieties for seed are Mam-
moth, Mennonite, Advance and Commander. Seeds can be
planted now with our dry spring this year and should all be in
the ground by or before June 15 as they will take 80-90 days to
mature. Keep the squirrles and birds away as you reach har-
vest time and check the sunflower florets to determine when
they are ready. If the center of the head is shriveled, the back
of the head is turning yellow and the entire head has developed
it is time to cut the head from the stalk. Hang the heads in a
warm, dry, well-ventilated place where the seeds will ripen fully
and dry. A paper bag with ventilation holes in it, cheese cloth
or nylon net can be used over the drying heads to catch the

seeds as they fall.-Heads can be left on the stalk to dry but the |

squirrles and the birds will race you to them.
‘The seeds make a good, nutritious snack when roasted and

: contain vitamin B, calcium and protein. To dry roast spread

the seeds in a single layer on a cookie sheet or other shallow
tray and place in a preheated 350° oven for 10-15 minutes.
When the seeds begin to swell and the seedcoats crack, they
are ready to eat. To do salted roasted seeds immerse 4 cups of

sunflower seeds in one gallon of warm wafer that has had 1/4

cup of salt stirred in. Soak overnight, drain, and spread to dry.
For each 2 cups of seed, coat a baking sheet with 2 tablespoons
of salad oil, add the seeds and sprinkle with 2 teaspoons of
salt. Bake in a preheated oven at 400° for 15 minutes, stirring
occasionally. Remove from the oven and spread on paper tow-
els to drain the excess oil. Dry overnight and store in-airtight
containers.

Your options for ornamental sunflowers are huge! One |

catalog lists 26 different varieties. They range from a tradi- |

tional yellow, 6 footer, with a broad head (*Full Sun’) to a dainty,
branching variety that grows to 2 1/2 féet and puts out multiple
bouquet sized heads in a variety of colors ranging from dark
bronze-red to clear golden yellow (*Music Box Mixed’.) As
you are planning ornamental sunflower harvests remember that
not all develop at the same rate so your harvest will be stag-
gered over the season. ‘Sunrays’is among the earliest and will
bloom in full sun in about 42 days with a good, cut flower
length stem. Many of the branching types will continue to
bloom on upper branches after you have started cutting the lower
branches which can also extend your harvest.

As an annual plant in the garden the branching types of
sunflowers make excellent additions. They have a fairly long
bloom period (late July through September) and come in a va-
riety of heights and colors. Place the taller plants toward the
back of the bed. Take into consideration that they will turn
towards the sun so plan accordingly if you view them from the
North, you don’t really want to see the backs of their heads!
Happy planting with some happy plants!
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Committee seeking items
for 4-H Benefit Auction

ALBION — Quality items are needed for the
2001 4-H Fair Benefit Auction. The 4-H auction
committee, headed by Pete Toenniessen of
Albion, is seeking donations of items such as
new animal equipment, a free round of golf,
restaurant or service gift certificates, sports
memorabilia and handmade items. The auction
supports 4-H youth programs.

Free pick up service is available. Individuals
with large items, such as furniture or appliances
in good condition, are encouraged to store the
items until after July 1.

The auction will be 7:30 p.m. July 26 during
the Orleans County Fair. Kip Garris of Kip Gar-
ris Auction Service of Middleport will be the
auctioneer.

All donations are tax deductible and a receipt
will be provided. Call 589-9504 for more infor- -
mation or to arrange a pick up (preferably after
6 p.m.)., or call the 4-H office at 589-5561.
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StraWberry Dessert Contest slated

ALBION — The second
annual Strawberry Dessert
Contest is being offered again
this year as part of the Straw-
berry Festival. ‘

The' contest is open to any-
one and features four catego-
ries of entries: Pies, Short-
cakes, Toppings and
Miscellaneous.

- New to this year’s contest is
the creation of youth (up to

and including age 19) and

adult divisions.

The contest will be judged
by Orleans County 4-H Senior
Council members based on
the following criteria: a com-
plete and easy to follow reci-
pe, the appearance of finished
product, the taste and flavor
and the consistency and/or
texture.

Pre-registration is required
and forms can be picked up at
Orleans  County  Cornell
Cooperative Extension,
Orleans. County Chamber of

Commerce, Brown's Berry

* Patch, Partykh Farm Market,
Roberts Farm Market, Smith’s

Family Farm Market, Watt
Farms Country Market and
Yates Community Library. |
This year entries are limited
to one per person. ‘
For more information con-
tact the Orleans County Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension, 20
South Main St. in Albion
(589-5561).
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| Managing the Purple Pest
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By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

There is a super villain
among us. This terror is
aggressive and pushes out
desirable visitors to our yards
and gardens; it can convert
our chosen participants to its
evil ways; and it hides itself in
beauty. Purple Loostrife is this
menace and we all need to
work together to rid this pest
from our midst.

Lutheran psalteria , purple
loostrife, looks innocent
enough. It produces pretty
purple flowers in the summer
and early fall on upright stems
that look a lot like purple can-
dles. It grows in ditches, pond
edges, damp meadows and
wetland margins where we =
find it hard to mow or plant
other things. But, don’t let
those pretty purple flowers
fool you, they are purple loos-

| trife’s only redeeming ele-

ment.
This is an aggressive peren-

. nial, it will grow again from

the same root mass season
after season. In addition it is a
heavy self-seeder, each
mature plant can produce up
to 2.7 million seeds every
year! These seeds are easily
spread by water, wind, wild-
life and humans and although
they may germinate the fol-
lowing growing season, they
can also lay dormant for sev-
eral years before sprouting. -
‘Which means that if you have
had purple loostrife before,
you will have it again. It won’t
just go away, it will have to be
removed. )

This plant is so aggressive
that it truly will push out the
desirable plants in our yards,

. garden, fields, ponds, mead-

ows and wetlands. The way it
can do this is two-fold. First,
purple loostrife will out com-
pete many more desirable
plants due to its perennial and
prolific self seeding features.
And second, it has no preda-
tors; no wildlife eats any part.
So where some form of wild-
life uses every part of the cat-

doesn’t have to worry. Even to
the extent of forming habitat
where fish and wildlife feed,
seek shelter, reproduce and
rear young, the purple loof-
strife can quickly choke out
most, if not all, beneficial
plants. An estimated 190,000
hectares of wetlands, marsh-
es, pastures and riparian
meadows are affected in
North America each year,
with an economic impact of
millions of dollars. '

If you have had purple loos-

trife before the best way to get:

rid of it depends on the num-
ber of plants you have to deal
with. For a relatively low den-
sity of plants, less than 25%
coverage, digging them out or
cutting them down (especially
the flower stalks to avoid new
seed sources) are your best
options.

As the density increases up
to 75% coverage, digging is
really only an option for
smaller spaces and cutting is
your next best option even for
up to four acres. Chemical
controls are available but are

‘limited to dry upland areas

that are on your own property
only. Selective hand spraying
of an approved herbicide to
individual plants can signifi-

cantly reduce the plant popu-

lation. Broadcast spraying will
kill all broad-leaved plants and
leave the area open to further
invasion from nearby sources
of purple loostrife. You can
not spray purple loostrife near
to or in the water without a
pesticide applicator’s license
for ponds and waterways,
even on your own property!

A biological control has
been developed and is being
used in areas of severe purple
loostrife infestation where
manual and chemical control
efforts are ineffective. This
biological control is a beetle
from Europe that eats purple
loostrife and has no negative
impacts on native North
American plants. The beetle
has been studied since the mid
1980's and used in wildlife ref-
uges in New York State where
the purple loostrife infesta-

and imposes a severe threat to
desired wildlife habitat.

There are several garden
varieties of loostrife which

" were once thought to be ster-

ile and have been proven to
cross pollinate with wild pur-
ple loostrife and produce via-
ble seed. Gardeners can help
to control the spread of this
plant and protect our environ-
ment by not planting purple
loostrife, Lythrum salicaria,,
or any of its cultivars.

- To achieve a similar look
there are several other
options to choose for your
garden. Look for the following
plants. ‘Gay feather’ in the Li-
atris family for several spe-
cies of flowers with spikes,
several are native to North
America. Delpinium will give
you that upright spike (up to
six foot) in full sun and grows
in a variety of colors including
nearly true blue. Be cautious
in windy areas as the stems
can break. Astilbe are shade
lovers and range in color and
flower form, the late summer
blooming Astilbe chinensis
will produce a purple upright
candle of blooms over a
groundcover of foliage. Fox-
glove, Digitalis purpurea , is a
three to four foot tall group of
perennials that grow in a vari~
ety of colors. Lupine also has
a large color range of flowers
that grow on two foot spikes
and prefer full sun. Lobelia
cardinalis is a wildflower of
wetlands and has scarlet-red
flower spikes in summer.

. Salvia is a hardy, drought
' resistant perennial that is

somewhat bug-proof. It has
blue to violet flowers June -
August on two foot tall spikes.
Speedwell, Veronica spicata,,
is an excellent edging peren-
nial in full sun when you are
looking for blue or pink flow-
ers in dense spikes of color.
Don’t help this menace take

" over our wetlands and wild-

life habitats.! Stamp out pur-
ple loostrife where ever it

' ETOWS ON yOUT Property.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative



| ‘creates . an

Director: There always w1ll bea:

By Michael Zwelling
The Journal-Register

With the
Orleans County based on agri-
culture, the Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension always will
have a role within the county.

“We’ll always have some
1 level of agriculture,” said
| Roger Harrison, Extension
executive ; i.director. ¢ “The
unfortunate part is we’re
going through an agriculture
recession now with often low
| prices. What that does is it
awful price
1 squeeze that puts farmers at a
|| terrible disadvantage. Even
/| though agriculture may be cut
11 back some, it will always be a
i| bigindustry.”

According to Harrison, a

{ retired agricultural teacher of
| 33 years with the Barker Cen-
tral School District, Exten-
sions throughout the state
offer  various  programs,
including adult nutrition and
financial  planning.  The
Orleans County Extension,
however, concentrates on two

| areas.

“The Extension has evolved

-economy of

Conclusmn of
a 5-part series

into a lot of different areas,
but were a relatively small
county in terms of popula-
tion,” he said. “The two areas
we emphasize [in Orleans

County] are agriculture and.

youth development through
4-H.Il

Harrison said the Extension

staff continues to focus its
attention on helping the peo-
ple of Orleans County, but the
community itself helps to
make it all come together.

“The great thing is the num-
ber of people who volunteer,”

he said. “Margo Bowerman
[4-H agriculture and natural
resources director] told me
the other day that she has 250
families involved in our 4-H
educational program. Isn’t that
wonderful? Two-hundred fifty
families helping kids. Isn’t that
what life is all about, helping
kids? Because they’re the next
generation and it’s just a won-

derful situation.”

need for Cooperatwe Fxtensmn
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James Neiss/The Journal-Register’

Cornell Cooperatlve Extensmn Executwe Director Roger Harrison poses in front of his headquarters shortly
after he toek the position in February

s




Holly studen_t;”
win in ag contest

HOLLEY — Several stu-
dents were among the win-
ners of this year’s “Be Aware

of NY Agriculture” contest,

an awards program designed
to highlight the importance
of agriculture in New York
State.

Students in pre-kinder-
garten through sixth grade
drew pictures or wrote
poems, slogans and essays
that focus on New York agri-
culture.

Winning entries are dis-
played at the Department of
Education at cornell Univer-
sity, the New York State Fair
and may appear in NY Agri-
culture in the Classroom
publlcatlons presentanons
and Web site.

Orleans County entries
were submitted by the Chil-
dren’s Home Workshop.
Winners were: first place,
second grade, Zackary Laf-
fin, My Favorite Food and
Where It Comes From; first
place, sixth grade, Tabitha
Sugar, Products of New
York Agriculture; second
place, sixth grade, Brittany
Ramos, Products of New
York Agriculture; third
place, third grade, Ian
LaCroix, New York Agricul-
ture; and honorable mention,
third grade, Emily Villam,
New York Agriculture.

1002 °S eunf ‘epsent « SmaN Alreq SuL
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Strawherry Festival set this weekend

8y William J. Pettine
For The Journal-Register

Tearing May off of the calender means one
thing for Albion, it’s time for the Strawberry
Festival.

The 15th Annual Albion Strawberry Festival
kicks off at 11 am. Friday and runs until 5 p.m.
Saturday. :

This year brings back some familiar per-
formers and events and welcomes some new
ones. It will offer plenty to eat and some exer-
cise too.

““The theme this year is ‘Mardi Gras,” said
Shelia Foote, special events planner for the
Orleans County Chamber of Commerce which
coordinates the event.

In keeping with the theme, LeeRon Zydeco
& the Hot Tamales will perform Mardi Gras
style music at the festival Saturday.

Other musical acts include Chad Slayton,
Bart Dentino and Kevin Huber, Bar Room Buz-
zards and Jonesie and the Cruisers. They all
will perform Friday in either the food court on
East Bank Street or on the Courthouse steps,
Foote said. ;

Saturday music acts include Nightengael, in
front of the Legislature building and The
Boomers on the courthouse steps.

Other performers will offer family entertain-
ment, Foote said. These include “Just Fooling
Around,” who juggle, and the Boomerang Club,
who provide interactive children’s

entertainment, she said.

Arts and crafts booths will be set up around
the courthouse starting at 11 am. Friday. A
strawberry dessert contest will be conducted at

the Cornell Cooperative Extension front porch
beginning at § p.m. Friday. ~

The Ecumenical Group at the Presbyterian
Church will sponsor a strawberry social at the
church from 5 to 9 p.m. Friday and from noon
to 5 p.m. Saturday. They will be serving ice
cream and strawberries, and strawberry short-
cake, Foote said.

Saturday will begin with the Strawberry

Festival/Phoenix Fitness 5k/8k Run-Walk at 8 |

a.m. Registration will be from 7 to 8 a.m. at the
courthouse steps.

The Giant Festival Parade begins at 10 a.m.
from the Ames Plaza and proceeds east on
Route 31 to Route 98 and north to East Bank
Street, Foote said.

“The parade will feature 10 bands , one from
as far away as Toronto,” she said.

Later in the day Saturday, a “3-on-3" basket-
ball tournament will be played in the village

‘parking lot at the south end of Platt Street,

Foote said. It will start at 1 p.m. and is spon-
sored by the Albion Rotary Club.

An Antique and Classic Car show will will
take place from 1 to 4 p.m. around Courthouse
Square. Pre-registration can be done at the
Chamber office in Albion until the end of busi-
ness Wednesday or on the day of the event
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Foote said.
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| Roberts beglns as nederector of Cornell Extensmn
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Deb Roberts recently began duties as executive director of the Orleans County Comell Coopor "'-

continued from page 1A

“T think 'l benefit most
from my experience on the
school board and family man-
agement experience,”  she
said.

School district Superinten-
dent' Judith Staples said she

By Michael Zwelling
The Journal-Register

Deb Roberts, of Medina, is
finishing her first week on the
job as the new executive
director of the Orleans
County chapter of the Cornell
Cooperative Extension.

“I'm really pleased she
accepted the position,” said
Roger Harrison, interim exec-
utive director of the exten-
sion. “Deb will really be a big
plus for our extension.”

Harrison served on an

" interim basis since Feb. 1,

while the extension searched
for a full-time replacement
following the retirement of
Thomas Nally.

Roberts said she’s excited
about her new position, but

-there are adjustments to be

adjustment for my entire fam-
ily, but they have all been
very supportive.”

Roberts assumed the job
June 1, following a two-month
interview process, and said
she’s looking forward to the
new challenges of re-entering
the full-time work place.

“Pm at a point in my life
where I'm ready for a full-
time career again,” said the
mother of four.

She has, however, raised
three sons and a daughter
while working at the family
business, Roberts Farm Mar-
ket. Her background also
includes three years as a
member of the Medina Cen-
tral School System Board of
Education, approximately
three years of management

the school board.

“We’ll certainly miss her
Staples said. “I'm very excited
and sure she’ll do a wonderful
job, agnculture is very much a
part of her.”

Roberts said she will meet

'made. experience and six years as an
“m getting to know the owner of her own business,
- staff right now and trying to Discovery Toys.
connect with the community,” :
she said. “It will be a major Please see ROBERTS page 6A
will miss Roberts’ presence on with the board of directors for

goal setting meetings. One
priority on the top of the list
will be making people aware
of the extension and encour-
aging participation.

“I think were in good

hands,” Harrison said.
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Try Pinching Your Petunias

By Rochelie Smith
For The Joumal-Register

As you sat on your patio
during hot, humid summer
afternoons, have you ever
looked at a bed of petunias 16
inches tall with a few flowers
perched atop “leggy” almost
leafless stems? What hap-
pened to those beautiful, com-
pact, leafy plants you bought
in the spring?

The petunia is one of the °
most popular bedding plants;
just walk any street and you’ll
find it planted in a variety of
ways. But few enjoy a lush,
full flowerbed all summer
long. Most gardeners buy
| their petunias in early spring,
plant them and enjoy a flow-
ering garden until mid-
summer when the plants
become very leggy, fall over
and remain an unattractive
spectacle until frost.

* afew simple tips can turn
that brown thumb green and
your garden into a flowering
delight all summer. Petunias
are “thermophotoperiodic.”
That is, their growth habit
responds according to the
temperature and the amount
of daylight. at 62 degrees, the
plant will always be branched,
bushy, compact and multi-
flowered. From 62 to 75
degrees, the growth habit will

vary depending on day length.
Under short days (fewer than
12 hours of daylight) the plant
will grow single-stemmed

with only one flower. At tem-

peratures above 75 degrees,
whether under short or long
days, the plant will always be
tall and leggy with a single
flower. This is why hot
weather takes its toll on petu-
nias, and now is the perfect
time to pinch.

There are ways to combat
the effect of long, hot, humid
days will have on petunias.

~ Many Gardeners plant petu-

nias when it’s cool and pinch
(cut off) all the flowers so that
new growth efforts will be
directed into branching and
vegetative growth.

Planting before the temper-
atures get too warm will
encourage the petunia to
branch naturally and get the
plant off to a healthy start.

If you must plant when the
temperatures are in the 70's,
the flower stem will tend to
shoot straight up and should
be pinched frequently.

By the second week in July
they are ready to be pinched
(again) whether or not the
plants were pinched at plant-
ing. Snip each stem about
three to four inches above
ground level. And don’t
mourn those lost blooms in

about two weeks you will

have a much fuller, more
beautiful display to enjoy.
With the petunias pinched

back, this also is a good time

to weed the beds, fertilize and

clean up dead or dying leaves.

The third pinch should be

made late in the season, with -

the fourth at the end of Sep-

tember if a heavy frost has not

yet occurred. Since petunias

like cooler temperatures, you

can have a massive bed of
flowers until the first killing
frost. Pinching forces the

plant to branch, and when it §

re-flowers, each branch will
produce a bud.

It is important to remember

that petunias don't like water

- on their flowers. Note that,

after a rain, petunias close up

and appear to be wilted. So,

when you water, use a water-
ing wand or soaker to hose so
the plants are watered well at

ground level. Once water has -

touched the flower, it will
take several days before it is
fully open again.

Proper pinching and water-
ing are green thumb tips to
successful petunia beds. '
Those gardeners willing to
spend a little time will reap
the beauty of massive flower-
ing beds all season long.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.

T
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What'’s going on with the Arborvitae?

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

Do you have arborvitae in
your landscape plantings? Do
they look green and lush or
are you able to see right
through their dry, brown nee-
dles? Here are the clues to
look for to identify the prob-
lem with your arborvitae
plantings.

The American or Eastern
Arborvitae and White Cedar
are all the same plant, Thuja
occidentalis. In its native, spe-
cies form it is an evergreen
‘shrub’> that grows as an
upright, narrow column
approximately 10-15 feet wide
by 40-60 feet tall!l Most com-
monly we see one of the many
cultivars available at the nurs-
ery and planted in our land-
scapes. These cultivars have a
huge range of colors, sizes,
and shapes that include col-
umns, pyramids, globes, and
irregular forms, The column

and pyramid shaped plants

are often used as hedges and
screening and these are the
plants that are having the
most noticeable problems.

The plants look brown and
dead in their middle section,
sometimes nearly to the top.
Often the very tops of the
plants are still green and look
like “pom-poms.” There are
two problems that will cause
arborvitae plants to develop
this look, One is deer damage,
the other is arborvitae
leafminer.

Deer damage is easy to rule
out. Go and look at the plants
in question. Are the branches
nipped off with little to no
needles left on them? If your
answer is “Yes” then you have
had hungry deer in your
neighborhood and you now
the lucky owner ‘of “topiary,”
exotic pruned shrubs. There is
no way to grow those dead
branches back.

If your plants instead have
branches with live and dead
needles on them, and the dead
needles start at the tips and
work their way back into the
center ' of the shrub, then

‘group plantings.

arborvitae leafminer is quite
likely. There are four species
of arborvitae leafminer in the
northeast, although one, Argy-
resthia thuiella, is the most
common in New York State.
Its major food plant is arborvi-
tae, Thuja, all varieties and
cultivars. The adults are tiny
white or gray moths with 3/8-
inch wingspans. They are
active from late May through -
early June. The larvae are 1/8-
inch long caterpillars with a
light green body and a shiny
black head, It is unlikely you
will see the caterpillars as
they mine, or excavate.
between  the leaf surfaces.
Mines start near the end of a
branchlet in the arborvitae’s
scale-like leaves and extend
down the branch and into
other ~ branchlets, Injury
begins in the summer and
reaches a climax, in the fall.
Death of mined branchlets
often occurs which give the
plant a brown, sickly
appearance.

Individual arborvitae can
show signs of this damage but
the greatest injury occurs to
hedge rows and ornamental
FRhiSHiTS
because so many of the same
plants are available for the
insect, a habitat has been
formed. Just as the elm bark
beetle was able to pass Dutch
Elm Disease from tree to tree
along almost any street in the
Northeast back in the 1950s,
‘60s and ‘70s, arborvitae leaf-
miner will fly to a group of
plants and feast.

There are a few options
available to you to rid your
plants of this pest. First, you
need to help them be the
healthiest they can. We have
had three poor growing years
the past three summers, two
of drought followed by one of
drowning. Your arborvitae
will need fertilization, prefera-
bly with a fertilizer that has
10-15 as it’s first number, for
nitrogen. This will help the
plants put out new leaves on
any vita! branchlets.

Second, regular water will
make a big difference. If we go ¢

into a dry period in the sum-
mer, your plants will need to
be watered every 7-10 days
with about inch of water to
the root zone. . ;

Third, you will need to
check the arborvitae regularly
for signs of new infestation. It
is much easier to get rid of a
problem when it is on one of
two branchlets of one or two
plants! A quick walk around
with the flippers and a gar;
bage bag, pruning off the dead
tips and getting rid of them
will save you time and money
later. ;

For those much larger prob-
lems there are treatment solu-
tions for ridding this pest
from a group of plant. Call oz
stop by the Cooperative
Extension office for our free
fact sheet with all of thej
chemical names and spray
timing. You will want to spray
in late May or early June to
get the adults, once the larva
start mining they arc inside
the needles and are much
harder to remove.

Don’t let this stop you from
using arborvitae in you plant-
ings! The world is dynamic,

~ everything  eats something,

but spread out your planting
and make them more diverse
with different species. For a
screen planting, use the arbor-
vitae in the narrow spaces but
choose other  evergreen
shrubs, or even deciduous
plants for color and texture in
other areas. Create a diverse
habjtat of many plants that
can not be easily damaged by
one insect.

If youre arborvitae doesn’t
look like either of these
descriptions, there are several
other possibilities your plains
are not healthy. Give me a call
at 589-5561 or stop into the
Cooperative Extension offices
and we can work on identify-
ing your arborvitae problems.
Don’t let a sick plant get you
down, we can help you fix
your landscape!

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion coordinator with the
Orleans County Cornell Coop-
erative Extension.
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Try Pinching Your Petunias

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County .
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

As you sat on your
patio during hot, humid
summer afternoons,
have you ever looked at a bed of petunias 16 inches tall with a
few flowers perched atop “leggy™ almost leafless stems? What
happened to those beautiful. compact. leafy plants you bought
in the spring? ;

The petunia is one of the most popular bedding plants;
just walk any street and you'll find it planted in a variety of
ways. But few enjoy a lush, full flowerbed all summer long.
Most gardeners buy their petunias in early spring, plant them,
and enjoy a flowering garden until mid-summer when the plants
become very leggy, fall over, and remain an unattractive spec-
tacle until frost.

" A few simple tips can turn that brown thumb green and
your garden into a flowering delight all summer. Petunias are
“thermophotoperiodic.” That is, their growth habit responds
according to the temperature and the amount of daylight. At
62°F, the plant will always be branched, bushy, compact and
multi-flowered.

From 62°F to 75°F, the growth habit will vary depending
on day length. Under short days (fewer than 12 hours of day-
light), the plant will grow single-stemmed with only one flower.
Al temperatures above 75°F, whether under short or long days,
the plant will always be tall and leggy with a single flower.
This is why hot weather takes its toll on petunias, and now is
the perfect time to pinch.

There are ways to combat the effect long, hot, humid days
will have on petunias. Many gardeners plant petunias when it’s
cool, and pinch (cut off) all the flowers so that new growth
efforts will be directed into branching and vegetative growth.

Planting before the.temperatures get too warm will en-
courage the petunia to branch naturally and get the plant off to
a healthy start, If you must plant when the temperatures are in
the 70’s, the flower stem will tend to shoot straight up and
should be pinched frequently. ¥

By the second week in July they are ready to be pinched
(again) whether or not the plants were pinched at planting. Snip
each stem aboul three to four inches above ground level. And
don’t mourn those lost blooms... in about two weeks you will
have a much fuller, more beautiful display to enjoy. With the
petunias pinched back, this also is a good time to weed the
beds, fertilize, and clean up dead or dying leaves.

The third pinch should be made late in the season, with
the fourth at the end of September if a heayy frost has not yet
occurred. Since petunias like cooler temperatures, you can have
a massive bed of flowers until the first killing frost. Pinching
forces the plant to branch, and when it re-flowers, each branch
will produce a bud.

It is important to remember that petunias don’t like water
on their flowers. Note that, after a rain, petunias close up and
appear to be wilted. So, when you water, use a watering wand
or soaker hose so the plants are watered well at ground level.
Once water has touched the flower, it will take several days
before it is fully open again.

Proper pinching and watering are green thumb tips to suc-
cessful petunia beds. Those gardeners willing to spend a little
time will reap the beauty of massive flowering beds all season
long!




How sweet it is

Strawberry Festival
draws hundreds

By Heather Beach ~
The Joumal-Register

For the past 15 years, summer in Albion has been
kicked-off with the Strawberry Festival. "

This year was no exception and with good tunes, good
food and good weather, Friday and Saturdays festival was
indeed a success.

According to festival Co-Coordinator Sheﬂa Foote,
attendance to the festival on both days was very high.

“Friday was deﬁnitely higher than in past years as was
Saturdays,” Foote said. “There’s been a lot of people and
we couldn’t have asked for better weather.”

The two-day festival was coordinated through the
Orleans County Chamber of Commerce.

East Bank Street was designated the food court area,
where wvisitors could find everything from strawberry
shortcake to fried pickles.

« Ella and Jim Criswell said they came from Point Breeze
to enjoy the festival.

When asked what they had enjoyed the most, both said
the chicken barbecue, which was conducted at the First
Presbyterian church was delicious.

“We’ve been coming for about the last 10 years or so,”
Ella Criswell said. “It’s always very nice.”

The festival also brought many crafters, whose booths
were set up around court house square.

Jewelry maker Patty Puffer, of Rochester said this was
her first year at Albion festival and that business had been
a little slow, but was steady.

“I do all the festivals,” she said. “This is certainly a
beautiful setting.”

2 Some of the booths offered crafts for kids like the Cor-
nell Cooperative Exten51on./4—H ‘booth, who helped kids
“roll their name in grass.”

Maﬂe.n.e_SeLelggEih said the 4-H has been providing
information about the organization and area agriculture

at the festival for the past four years. /

The 4-H also sold strawberry smoothies and were so
busy they ran out of strawberries Friday night before the
festival ended, she said.

Entertainment was provided -by various bands and
musical groups who played throughout both days in the
food court and in front of the court house.

Special events included a strawberry dessert contest, a
strawberry social, a fitness 5K/8K run/walk, the festival
parade, a classic car show and more.

Visitors also could treat themselves to a carriage ride
down Main Street or watch the Hospice duck race on the
canal.

Jean Shervin, of the Catholic Daughters of Albion said
the weather cooperated to make the festival a success.

Shervin said the Catholic Daughtérs have manned the
information booth at the festival every year for the past
five years.

“There’s a good crowd, a variety of entertainment and

* delicious food,” she said.

“The festival went very smoothly and we felt it was a

huge success,” Foote said.

——
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Michael Zwellmnghe Journal- Reglster

TOP: From left: Norman Anderson, Alan Miller and David Kelly,
of the Barre Recreation Hall marinade some chicken. CEN-
TER: Jocelyn Yockel, of Carlton, left, gives a free blood pres-
sure check to Cathy Massaro, of Medina. ABOVE: Apryl Fox, of
Kent, picnics with daughter Carly Fox, 2, on the Courthouse
lawn during the festival.
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Barn Buddies have been busy
By Stephanie Boyle
the Share the Fun had a blast.

Barn Buddies 4-H Club ie b

Int t et t
During the past few months ﬂrnle Biflflag%zﬁ o

our club has been very busy. We also look forward to

We recently participated in f ;
.the Memorial Day parade. We having a fun time at the horse
shows that we are going to

had a blast with our float, /

decorating it and throwing atte’nd dyrmg tl}e summer. We
candy to the crowd. We plan can’t wait for fair time to

to do more parades, like the ~ come at the end of July. We
Strawberry Festival on June 9, ~are all anxious for school to
and the July 4 parade. Our get out in the next few weeks.

members who participated in
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Card Of Thanks

BREITSMAN

up year The Family. of

By Jessica Arno
H.O.R.S.E. 4-H Club

The H.O.RS.E. club’s last *
4-H meeting was May 20. At
‘this meeting, the club was
notified one of its members,
Carley Wells, won third place
at the state competition for
public speaking and demon-
strations. ‘

The activity at this meeting
was to clean up a flower bed
on the fairgrounds. We
weeded the flower bed and
mixed the soil so new flowers
can be planted and grown for
the upcoming fair in July.

On May 21 there was a
“clean up” event at the fair-
grounds, when the prepara-
tions were made for the Lead-
ers’ horse show, which will be
conducted on June 10. We also
had a very successful plant
sale this year.

Robert W. Breitsman would

like to extend our deep
ratitude and thanks to Dr.
tahl, Dr. Misiti for all their

care. Second floor nurses and

LPN’s at Medina Memorial

Health Care who did such a
reat job caring for Bob.

im Cooper for his exceptional
help at a time when it was
ﬂeatly needed. Rev. James

axwell for his service at
Cooper Funeral Home and
Cemetery. American Legion &
Veterans of Foreign Wars for
their wonderful tribute at
Boxwood. All the neighbors
and friends and those at

McDonald’s for cards, flowers, ;

food and memorials.
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Brieflies

Orleans County 4-H Fair

We are “Sewing the Seeds
of Excellence” and educating
the public on “Agriculture in
the New Millennium” at this
year’s county fair,

The Orleans County 4-H
Fair is an annual event spon-
sored by the Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion. The fair is planned and
executed by several very tal-
ented and dedicated volun-
teers each year.

Daily entertainment is free
and several exciting things are
being planned. The event is a
chance to see all of the excit-
ing things that our county’s

-H members have been

working on throughout the
year.
. For more information about
the 4-H program or the fair,
call Marlene Seielstad at
589-5561,

'N_iasi




The Gardener’s Column

Lions and Tigers and ...

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

Yes, we have a bear in our
midst! A fairly young, male
black bear has been sighted
along the wooded edges of
southern Orleans County. The
conservation officer for our
area has recommended keep-
ing your distance, being smart,
and especially, don’t feed the
bear. :

So what do you need to
know about black bears? First,
they are not all black. While
they were named for their col-

or, they can also be brown,

" cinnamon and black with
white patches on their chest.
In eastern North America,
mest black bears are, in fact,
black, such is not the case as
one moves westward across
the continent.

The American black bear is
the most widespread and
numerous bear in North
America. It is estimated that
there are somewhere between
400,000 and 750,000 black
bears throughout North
America. Its range extends
from the northern tree limit of

“the Arctic far to the south
through most of Canada and
the United States. It is found
as far south as the range of the
Sierra Madre Mountains
which are located in north-
western Mazaca. . '

The American black bear is
one of eight species of bears
found throughout the world.
Bears are found on every con-
tinent except Australia and
Antarctica. The other seven
species of bears are: the spec-

tacled bear, the Asiatic black
bear, the brown bear (includ-
ing grizzlies), the polar bear,
the sun bear, the sloth bear
and the giant panda. Koalas
are sometimes referred to as
‘koala bears,’ but they are
marsupials, not bears.

The polar bear is the largest
of the bears and sometimes
weighs over 2,000 pounds.
The smallest species is the
sun bear, which often weighs
less than 100 pounds. The
black bear is the smallest bear
in North America, the average
adult weighs 300-400 pounds.
The largest known black bear
weighed 802.5 ponds. The old-
est known black bear was 30
years old.

Black bears move around in

a home range. The size of the

home range of an individual
black bear will vary with the
concentration of high energy -
food sources in that area. The
more concentrated the food
sources, the smaller the range
necessary to maintain an ani-
mal. In general, females will
have a home range which is
21/2 to 10 square miles while
males will normally have a
home range which is four
times larger at 10 to 40 square
miles. The range of every
adult bear is composed of an
individual territory part of
which constitutes its exclu-
sive domain while the rest it
co-habits with other bears.
The home range of a mature
male bear will often overlap
the home range of several
female bears.
Characteristically, 2 home
range does not constitute one

large area but rather is com-

" posed of several smaller food

source areas connected by
travel lanes. Open areas are
usually avoided by black bears
as they prefer wooded cover.
Stream and creek beds are
often used as travel lanes
because of the thick under-
growth and a barrier-free
escape route. This is particu-
larly true in areas where there
is heavy urban build-up.
What do you do if you run
into a black bear? Don’t run,
don’t lay down, and don’t
climb a tree. Black bears can
run as fast as 25 miles per
hour while they chase prey so
you'll never outrun it. They
are skillful tree climbers and

. start out as cubs hiding up in

the branches while mom
searches for food, so you'll
never outclimb it. The Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources
recommends that you “DO
NOT PLAY DEAD WITH A
BLACK BEAR. It is curious,
and will rip you open just to
see “what’s inside!”
Avoidance is your best
option when living and walk-
ing in areas that have black
bears. First and foremost don’t
feed the bear. Containerize
and cover your trash and don’t
leave pet foods out overnight.
Black bears will eat virtually
anything edible. It was been
determined that more than
75% of their diet consists of
vegetable matter including
berries, flowers, grasses and
sedges, herbs, tubers and roots
and nuts of all kids. For the
remaining portion of their
diet, animal matter such as
decaying animal carcasses,
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fish, small marine animals,
ants and other insects, honey,
deer, elk and moose calves
and a variety of other small
mammals (e.g. ground squir-
rels, marmots, etc.) are con-
sumed. Black bears like to

feed in the cool of the evening

or in the early morning. Dur-
ing the heat of the day, they
will often seek shade in the
dense underbrush.

If you want to completely
avoid black bears when you
are walking, talk continuously
or make loud, unnatural noise
(’Bear Bells’ are small bells
tied to your shoe laces). This
will scare off most black

- bears. If a black bear DOES

come uncomfortably close, or
if it starts approaching you,
back away SLOWLY, always
watching the bear. The article
author from the Ontario Min-
istry of Natural Resources
recommends that you “speak
in a LOUD, DEEP voice” (It
doesn’t matter what you say.
He uses GO AWAY BEAR” as
it also serves to inform others
around him of his situation).

Since the sited bear is a
young male, he is probably
just out looking for love. Once
he discovers that he’s pretty
much alone it is predicted that
he will mosey further south.
In the mean time it is nice to
know that our forests and
habitats are large and healthy
enough to support diverse
wildlife. .

Rochelle Smith is:an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.
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By Matt Surtel
Daily News Staff Writer

series of common-
sense precautions
will be enacted at

county fairs this year follow-
ing the spread of foot-and-
mouth disease in the United
Kingdom.

No outbreak of the disease
has occurred in the United
States since 1929. But the
United Kingdom’s problems
have highlighted the impor-
tance of taking precautionary
steps in this country as well,
officials said.

“I believe we’ll probably
have the same number of ani-
mals we’ve had in the past,”
said Deb Roberts of the
Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension.
“We’ve met with our barn
superintendents to see what
precautions we would be tak-
ing.”

The precautions are not just
intended for foot-and-mouth
disease, according to a
release issued by the Exten-
sion. They can also help pre-
vent exposure to contagious
mastitis, respiratory diseases,
and other problems.

Most fairs are talking to 4-
H clubs about the importance
of biosecurity, said Extension
Educator Margo Bowerman.
Precautions such as not shar-
ing equipment can be a diffi-
cult concept for youngsters
who like to pitch in and help
out, she said.

The measures offer a teach-
ing opportunity, she said.
Biosecurity is becoming more
of an issue with the develop-
ing global economy, whose
effects can reach even rural °

AGRICULTUI

Local county fairs taking steps
to keep foot-and-mouth away

preventmg ammal d:seases

ITHACA — The Cornéll Cooperative Extensm -has=
offered information to prevent animal dlseases before dur— -

ing and after county fairs.
Recommendations include: ‘ e
W Advice before the fair includes vaccmatmg animals,_'
and not bringing visibly sick examples for show. People

~should test complete health tests for bowne vrra| drau‘rhea_"=

~and contagious mastitis.

A clean, dry and comfortablé enwronment should be pro-- _

vided for animals, along with plenty of water and the same
feed used at the falr Animals should be transported to the

fair in clean trallers and commerc.'lal trailers should be |

avoided.

W Adequate bedding and fans should keep animafs com— ;

fortable during the fair. Younger and older animals should

 be separated, and nose-to-nose contact with animals from '

other farms or species should be avoided.

People should not share equipment whlch mlght get con-
taminated with blood, manure, saliva or urine. People
should not allow others to use their milking unit, and pre-
sent a good image to the public through proper personal
hygiene. .

B When taking animals home, people should have a des- :
ignated area to unload them away from the home herd.
Show animals should be kept in a separate facility for three
to four weeks after returning.

Separate equipment should be used for returmng ani-
mals. Those creatures should also be monitored for signs
of disease such as fever, diarrhea, skin abnormalities, mas-
titis or abortions.

ra. The information details
steps to take before, during
and after the fair.

“The biggest thing is trying
to educate young people for
ways they can protect them-
selves so families can make
up their minds,” Waligora
said. “I would imagine that
we’ll be talking about this
and thinking about it a lot
more now and then.”

Waligora said biosecurity is
mostly common-sense mat-

areas.

Bowerman said Orleans
County Fair officials are
probably going to provide
disinfecting solutions such as
soap and water for people
showing animals. Other rec-
ommended precautions will
be taken, she said.

Wyoming County Exten-
sion officials have given
information sheets to families
of 4-H members, said pro-
gram director Angela Waligo-

ters such as keeping clean.
The situation presents a
“teachable moment” — a
really big opportunity to
teach youngsters.

People will probably see a
lot more biosecurity at county
fairs in general, said Dr.
Cricket Johnson-Seward, one
of 11 state veterinarians serv-
ing as a foreign animal dis-
ease diagnostician.

Many fairs have a protocol
in case disease is detected,
she said.

“This has been a good thing
for them because they have
all looked at their plans,” she
said.

“That has been a good
thing because it’s probably
something that needs to be
looked at, and all of them
have done that.”

Many of the precautions are
meant to make the public
more aware of common sense
issues, Johnson-Seward said.
Typical advice includes not

* letting animals suck a per-

son’s fingers — especially if
they’re eating cotton candy or
other snack foods.

Youths who have grown up
around livestock have a
greater deal of immunity to
the bacteria that live around
animals, she said. ¥

That is not the case for the
public which is more
removed from agriculture in
general.

Waligora said the farm and
public health issues tie
together nicely.

“It’s a great opportunity not
only to educate our 4-Hers
about safety issues but for the
public to keep themselves
safe,” she said.
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4-H Club cleans up fairgrounds

KNOWLESVILLE — The HORSE 4-H
Club’s last meeting was May 20, when mem-
bers were notified Carley Wells had won third
place at the state competition for public speak-
ing and demonstrations,

Also, during the meeting, the club cleaned up
a flower bed on the fairgrounds, weeding and
tilling the soil so new flowers could be planted
for the upcoming fair in July.

On May 21, a cleanup event took place at the

fairgrounds, where preparations were made for
the leaders’ horse show June 10, i
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Lions and Tigers and ...

Rochelle Smith ]
Extension Educator &
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

Yes, we have a
bear in our midst! A
fairly young, male
black bear has been sighted along the woods edges of south-
ern Orleans County. The conservation officer for our area has
recommended keeping your distance, being smart, and, espe-
cially, don’t feed the bear!

So what do you need to know about black bears? First,
they are not all black! While they were named for their color,
they can also be brown, cinnamon; and black with white patches
on their chest. In eastern North America, most black bears are,
in fact, black, such is not the case as one moves westward
across the continent.

The American black bear is the most widespread and nu-

1 merous bear in North America. It is estimated that there are
somewhere between 400,000 and 750.000 black bears through-,
out North America. Its range extends from the northern tree
limit of the Arctic far to the south through most of Canada and
the United States. It is found as far south as the range of the
Sierra Madre Mountains which are located in north-western
Mexico. The American black bear is one of eight species of
bears found throughout the world. Bears are found on every

| continent except Australia and Antarctica. The other seven
species of bears are: the spectacled bear, the Asiatic black bear,
the brown bear (including grizzlies), the polar bear, the sun
bear, the sloth bear, and the giant panda. Koalas are some-
times referred to.as ‘koala bears’, but they-are marsupials, not
bears. . .

The polar bear is the largest of the bears and sometimes”
weighs over 2,000 pounds. The smallest species is the sun bear,
which often weighs less than 100 pounds. The black bear is
the smallest bear in North America, the average adult weighs
300-400 pounds. The largest known black bear weighed 802.5
pounds. The oldest known black bear was 30 yearsold.
Black bears move around in a home range. The size of the |
home range of an individual black bear will vary with the con- |
centration of high energy food sources in that area. The more
concentrated the food sources, the smaller the range neces-
sary to maintain an animal. In general, females will have a
home range which is 21/2 to 10 square miles while males will
normally have a home range which is four times larger at 10t
40 square miles. The range of every adult bear is composed of
an individual territory part of which constitutes its exclusive
domain while therest it co-habits with other bears. The home
range of a mature male bear will often overlap the home range
of several female bears.

Characteristically, a home range does not constitute one
large area but rather is composed of several smaller food source |
areas connected by travel lanes. Open areas are usually avoided
by black bears as they prefer wooded cover. Stream and creek
beds are often used as travel lanes-because of the thick under-
growth and a barrier-free escape route. This is particularly true
in areas where there is heavy urban build-up.

What do you do if you run into a black bear? Don’t run,
don’t lay down, and don’t climb a tree! Black bears can run as
fast as 25 miles per hour while they chase prey SO you’ll never
outrun it. They are skillful tree climbers and start out as cubs
hiding up in the branches while mom searches for food, so
you’ll never out climb it. The Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources recommends that you «pO. NOT PLAY DEAD
WITH A BLACK BEAR. It is curious,-and will rip you open
just to see “what’s inside™!” :

Avoidance is your best option when living and walking in
areas that have black bears. First and foremost, don’t feed the
bear! Containerize and cover your trash and don’t leave pet
foods out overnight. Black bears will eat virtually anything
edible, it has been determined that more than 75% of their diet
consists of vegetable matter including, berries, flowers, grasses
and sedges, herbs, tubers and roots, and nuts of all kinds. For
the remaining portion of their diet, animal matter such as de-
caying animal carcasses, fish, small marine animals, ants and |
other insects, honey, deer, elk and moose calves and a variety
of other small mammals (e.g., ground squirrels, marmots, etc.)
are consumed. Black bears like to feed in the cool of the
evening or in the early morning. During the heat of the day,
they will often seck shade in the dense underbrush.

If you want to completely avoid black bears when you aré
walking, talk continuously or make loud, unnatural noise (‘Bear
Bells” are small bells tied to your shoe laces). This will scare
off most black bears. Ifa black bear DOES come uncomfort-
ably close, orif itstarts approaching you. back away SLOWLY,
always watching the bear. The article author from the Ontario '
Ministry of Natural Resources ;ecommends that you “speak
in a LOUD, DEEP voice” (It doesn’t matter what you say. He
uses “GO AWAY BEAR” as it also serves to inform others
around him of his situation). -

Since the sited bear is a young male, he’s probably just
out looking for love. Once he discovers that he’s pretty much
alone it is predicted that he will mosey further south. In the
mean time it is nice t0 know that our forests and habitats are
large and healthy enough to support diverse wildlife!
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‘Do you l{now Hosta?

Hochelle Smilh
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

Just the word
‘hosta® brings up so-
many different visions
in my mind’s eye! The
earliest is my great grandmomer s dnveway edges with tall
green nameless corrugated leaves that felt like soft plant cor-
duroy and put up entertaining ‘sticks’ that held purple bal-
loons of flowers perfect for popping if you found them at the
right time! This was a mass planting along what seems now
as an incredibly narrow driveway in the Black Rock neighbor-
hood of Buffalo. Great Grandmother is gone, but I drove past
last summer and the hosta are still there.

One of my favorite hosta memories is the edging plants
my mother tended along a hot driveway edge. These were the
variegated, wavy leaves that are known as ‘Hosta undulata,
Variegata’ (you may notice how appropriate that name is!) and
 these were hosta planted with a purpose. They looked great as
an edging plant. The first had been a gift of a few plants and
since they easily spread and divided up into more plants they
could be used along the length of the garden. They hid the
dying leaves of the daffodils planted in the same location for
spring bloom. And they protected Mom'’s rose garden from
casual kid trauma since the driveway was an important play
area for neighbor kids and us! Because they were in full sun
they needed to be watered more frequently than the same hosta
that were eventually spread to the front side of the house, but
I think that gave Mom a reason to spend a few quiet minutes in
the garden...

Since those early days I have become a passionate hosta
gardener myself. I find that I love the variety of the leaves, the
textures they add to the garden, and the way they are so easily
divided into more plants!

Hosta are a long-lived perennial that are hardy to zone 3
and prefer partial to deep shade and moist, rich soil with added
organic matter, Hosta do not like to dry out! That is where
similarities end and this group of plants begins to show its
diversity!

When not in flower plant size will range from dainty 3-
inch tall plants to 4-foot tall masses. The flowers are held
above the leaves and can be an additional 3 feet over the leaves
for larger varieties.

Leaf color is as varied as plant size. Blue, green, gold,
creamy white, and many variegations of the abnve colors make
for a huge palene of planting options. You have another di-
mension when leaf textures are added with color. From smooth,
to glossy, dull, seersucker, puckered, twisted, and leathery.
Whole garden designs have been made using hosta alone!

Flowers become a matter of choice. For many, the arch-
ing spires (scapes) of lilac, purple, or white flowers that rise
above the foliage help the make a statement. For others they
look untidy. Prune or keep to your pleasure. I tend to leave
my hosta flowers. First because of the wonderful scent some
of them have (aside from “Fragrant Bouquet” I can not re-
member which they are.) And second, the hummingbirds will
frequent the hosta flowers! So I leave them all up. As the .
flowers fade [ remove the scapes to below the leaf line.

Do you have some shady areas of your yard? Don’t try
to grow grass...plant hosta instead! There are over 400 hy-
brids, eultivars, and species from which to choose. Then - no
_more rqowmg, Just hosta enjoyment.
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The Gardener S Column

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

Just the word ‘hosta’ brings
up so many different visions
in my mind’s eye! The earliest
is my great grandmother’s
driveway edges with tall
green nameless corrugated
leaves that felt like soft plant
corduroy and put up enter-
taining ‘sticks’ that held pur-
ple balloons of flowers perfect

for popping if you found them

at the right time. This was a
mass planting along what
seems now as an incredibly
narrow driveway in the Black
Rock neighborhood of Buffa-
lo. Great grandmother is gone,
but I drove past last summer
and the hosta are still there.
One of my favorite hostd
memories is the edging plants
my mother tended along a hot
driveway edge. These were
the variegated, wavy leaves
that are known as ‘Hosta
undulanta, Variegata’ (you
may notice how appropriate
that name is) and these were
hosta planted with a purpose.
They looked great as an edg-
ing plant. The first had been a
gift of a few plants and since
i they easily spread and divided
up into more plants they
could be used along the length
of the garden. They hid the
dying leaves of the daffodils
planted in the same location

Do you know hosta?

for spring bloom. And they
protected Mom’s rose garden

" from casual kid trauma since

the driveway was an impor-
tant play area for neighbor-
hood kids and us. Because
they were in full sun they
needed to be watered more
frequently than the same
hosta that were eventually

spread to the front side of the -

house, but T think that gave -
Mom a reason to spend a few
quiet minutes in the garden ...

Since those early days I
have become a passionate
hosta gardener myself. I find
that I love the variety of the
leaves, the textures they add
to the garden, and the way
they are so easily divided into
more plants.

Hosta are a long-lived
perennial that are hardy to
zone 3 and prefer partial to
deep shade and moist rich soil
with added organic matter.
Hosta do not like to dry out.
That is where similarities end
and this group of plants begins
to show its diversity.

When not in flower plant
size will range from dainty 3-'
inch tall plants to 4-foot tall
masses. The flowers are held
above the leaves and can be an
additional three feet over the
leaves for larger varieties.

Leaf color is as varied as
plant size. Blue, green, gold,
creamy white and many varie-
gations of the above colors

make for a huge palette of
planting options. You have
another dimension when leaf
textures are added with color.

From smooth to glossy, dull,

seersucker, puckered, twisted -
and leathery. Whole garden
designs have been made usmg
hosta alone.

Flowers become a matter of
choice. For many, the arching
spires (scapes) of lilac, purple
or white flowers that rise
above the foliage help make a
statement. For others they
look untidy. Prune or keep to
your pleasure. I tend to leave |
my hosta flowers. First
because of the wonderful |
scent some of them have |
(aside from “Fragrant Bou-
quet” I can not remember
which they are.) And second

_the hummingbirds will fre-

quent the hosta flowers.So I |
leave them all up. As the flow-
ers fade I remove the scapes
to below the leaf line.

Do you have some shady |
areas of your yard? Don’t try
to grow grass ... plant hosta '
instead. There are over 400
hybrids, cultivars and species
from which to choose. Then -
no more mowing, just hosta |
enjoyment.

Rochelle Smith is an exten-
sion educator with the Orleans
County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.




Members of the Barn Buddies 4-H Club on their float at t

is Nicki Maryjanowski. In the second row are Kelly Ashton, Liz Silkowski,

Tiffany Vanille, Gabriella Vanille and Ashley Boyle. In the back row is Bra

with the club mascot “Sparky”.
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he recent Albion Strawberry Festival parade. In front
Stephanie Boyle, Katelynn Grimes, ;"
ndy McDonald and Jeanna Vanille

T
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‘ Barn Buddies We are also busy fundra'isi holding such a fundraiser. Toﬁi;

Recently the Barn Buddies
. 4-H Horse Club participated
- in the annual Strawberry Fes-
. tival parade in Albion.

at the parade all the floats
were judged. Barn Buddies
came in second place for the
best float. All of our members
would like to congratulate the
first and third place finishers
and everyone else who partic-
ipated in the parade.

ing for our Heifer Project. The
Heifer Project is where we
raise enough money to buy an
animal and the animal will get
sent to a poor family who lives
overseas. Our club is saving to
buy a Water Buffalo which
will get sent to a family in
Nepal, Cambodia or the Phil-
ippines. The family will use it
to plow the fields and sell it’s
milk for a profit.

Our club is proud to be

(8

‘we will be collecting Tops

-

help us reach our goal of $250 :
receipts at the Orleans

County Fair from July 23-28.
Please put your receipts in
this box if you wish to help us
reach our goal. Imagine how

P S

L

T

happy our family will be when "
they receive their Water Buf-
falo and how you helped to E
change a poor family’s life.
Submitted by i
Stephanie Boyle i,#'




A month on the job,
Deb Roberts ready for

Orleans County fair

By Virginia Kropf
Daily News Staff Writer

ALBION — Orleans County Coop-
erative Extension’s new executive
director is little more than a month on
the job, and finding it much to her lik-
ing.
Deb Roberts, 42, of Medina assumed
duties June 1, just in time to jump in
. with both feet in preparations for the
2001 Orleans County 4-H Fair, which
begins Monday.

“I'm grateful I had the month of June
| to get oriented,” said Roberts, the
. mother of four and wife of Todd
. Roberts. “I grew up in 4-H and Todd
has been on the State Program Com-
mittee for Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion. We have participated in test plots
for research for Cornell, so I had an
overview of what it was all about.
Now, I’m learning the nitty, gritty
details.”

As executive director, Roberts is
responsible for overseeing all pro-
gramming and management for Coop-
erative Extension, acts as a liaison with
the legislature and community and is
agricultural program leader. She also
serves on the Farm Protection Agency.

“This is a multi-faceted job, which
keeps it very interesting,” Roberts said.

Roberts decided to apply for the
position after her three-year term on
the Medina School Board ended.

“ had been working on and off at
volunteer positions for the last few
years, and when my term on the board
was finished, it was time to look at

I o ‘ A l The Daily News ¢ Friday, July 20, 2001
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ENJOYING HER JOB: Going to work is reason to smile for Deb Roberts
of Medina, the new executive director of Orleans County Cornell Coop-
erative Extension in Albion. She assumed duties June 1, just in time to
be part of preparations for the Orleans County 4-H Fair.

other options,” she said. “I didn’t want
to travel any distance to work, and this
job at Cooperative Extension came up
at my back door. They wanted some-
one with a master’s degree and I have
my master’s in agricultural econom-
ics.”

The last director, Tom Nally, left
Dec. 31, 2000, and Roger Harrison of
Lyndonville had been serving as inter-
im director.

Roberts grew up in Ohio, and
although she lived!in the suburbs, she
was looking at a career as a veterinari-
an when a friend! of her father con-

vinced her an agriculture course at
Ohio State was the best choice.

“Ag economics seemed the best way
to go — you’ve always got to eat,”
Roberts said.

She graduated in 1980 and came to
work in Agway’s management training
program in Knowlesville.

“Todd had graduated from Cornell
and was home working on the farm,
when he came into Agway, where [
was weighing anhydrous ammonia
tanks,” Roberts said. “That’s how we
met.”

Both later went to Ohio State for

Extensio irector returns to the field

graduate school, but not together.

Roberts next took an internship with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
Washington, D.C.

“That was my dream job, and had I
stayed I’d be in China now,” she said.

But she and Todd had become
engaged and married in 1984.

“He was working in South Dakota
for Continental Grain Company and
we chose to follow his career,” Roberts
said. “When he decided to come home
to the family farm in 1986, we moved
back to Medina.”

In the midst of raising four children
— Adam, now 15, Lizbeth, 13, Derek,
10, and Mason, 6 — Roberts worked
part time at Kennedy Brothers, then
was an adjunct professor at Brockport
State College for seven years.

“But we had bought an old house to
remodel and with four kids, I decided
to stay home,” Roberts said.

She sold Discovery Toys for almost
five years and helped found the Parent-
Teacher-Student Association in Medi-
na about 10 years ago. A member of
the First Presbyterian Church in Medi-
na, she taught Sunday School, led a
book study group, belonged fo the
Christian Education Committee and
has been involved in the Presbyterian
Women’s Organization.She was also a
coach for the American Youth Soccer
Association for several years and was
fund-raising chairwoman for Boy
Scout Troop 28, she said. She now
helps with the bookkeeping for the
family farm.

Roberts said she has a very commit-
ted staff at Cooperative Extension,
which has been very helpful as she
learns the ropes.

“They have all been very coopera-
tive,” she said.
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Something’s Cookin’
at the Fair!

B, o

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

Ahh, fair time!
You know it, the sights,
sounds, events, and .
food! This is a summer time event to go out, see your friends
and neighbors, see the projects the 4-Hers have been working
on and see what’s new! Well, this year you're in for an addi-
tional treat!

As you enter the fair parking each car will be given a flier
with a list of 20 questions and a map of the fairgrounds. The
answers o these questions can be found at the fair! Some may
be along the ‘Agri-mile’ others may be in the Kids Ag Tent
where there are interactive activities. Each animal area will
also have a display. There will be youth exhibits in sewing,
baking, canning, photography, creative arts & crafts, and horti-
culture for you to look for these answers.

-The purpose is two-fold. First, this is a fun way to see
many areas of the fair, maybe even some you hadn’t seen be-
fore!” And second, this year the Orleans County 4-Hers are par-
ticipating in a statewide program called “Ag Awareness.” The
program is designed to help educate the public about the agri-
culture in the community. Instead of just doing a display our 4-
Hers, leaders, and fair board wanted you lo have some fun in
the process. The theme for this year is “Agriculture in the New
Millennium™ and the displays and questions will focus on the
innovations in agriculture.

We are in a rather unique position here in Orleans County
in that our fair is a youth fair. New York State has 56 counties
and also 5 boroughs in New York City metro. For this year
there are 53 county fairs scheduled for 2001 plus the state fair
in Syracuse (some counties, like Albany and Schenectady, do
joint fairs.) Even New York City metro does a fair event. Of all
of those fairs only 9 are “Youth Fairs’ where kids do the exhib-
its through their projects, 4-H clubs and organizations. Orleans
County 4-H fair is among the nine. This is the opportunity to
show not only the traditional things that they have learned and
worked on over the season but to also show some of the new
research and innovations that the kids are learning about,

Sure, there will still be commercial exhibits and demon-
strations like the controlled atmosphere apple storage, re-use of
waste wood products and animal nutrition. The rides and food

- will be there too! But don’t miss the incubation display to pos-
sibly see a chick hatch or the hydroponics display where plants
grow without any soil, or the worms composting garbage and
pick up a gummy worm! This year’s 4-H fair will give you a
chance to check out fun and new items and learn new informa-
tion too! 3P g

So when you go to the fair this year you can do all of the
fun things you remember about a traditional county fair plus

+ have some fun looking for 20 answers! When you complete
your questions, submit your entry form in the Trolley Building.
Not only will you see these new things but there will be prizes
given out daily during the course of the fair! See you there!




Barn Buddies horse club

’ By Virginia Kropf
+ Daily News Staff Writer
KNOWLESVILLE — The Bamn
Buddies 4-H Horse Club is asking fair-
~ goers to help them with a new project
to help a needy family in an impover-
ished country.
The club is collecting Tops Friendly
Markets’ register tapes in hopes of
| raising $250 to buy a water buffalo for
a poor Indian or Filipino family, said
club leader Maxine Boyle of Medina.
The project is part of Heifer Project
International, a mission which has
helped more than 4 million families in
- Deed since 1944, according to Boyle.
The Heifer Project provides more than
20 types of food and income-produc-
ing animals and intensive training in
animal management, environmentally
sound farming and community devel-
opment in more than 125 countries.
Since adopting the project, the Barn
. Buddies have raised $110 toward their
goal, mostly by collecting the register
tapes. For every $600 in tapes, Tops
gives the club $1.
“We hope everyone will bring us
their tapes,” said Boyle’s daughter,
- Stephanie, 14. “We hope to have
‘ enough by the end of the fair to buy the
! buffalo.” :

* The Daily News « Wednesday, July 25, 2001

The Barn Buddies first got the idea
for the project from the grandmother of
one of the club members.

The water buffalo can lead a hungry
family out of poverty by providing
milk, draft power for planting rice and
potatoes and manure for fertilizer and
fuel. It will also haul heavy loads to the
market, where sales of extra produce
bring in income for clothing, medicine
and schooling.

‘The water buffalo’s first calf is then
passed to another family, helping them
to fight hunger and poverty.

Anyone with Tops receipts can bring

them to the Orleans County Fair and

deposit them in a box which will be
near the horse barn by the Barn Bud-

dies display. Anyone who cannot

attend the fair, but would like to con-
tribute to the project, can send their
tapes to the Orleans County Cornell
Cooperative Extension Office, 20
South Main St., Albion, marked for the
Barn Buddies. _

While helping others is a major
focus of the 4-H club, they also learn
about horsemanship and plan fun
events for themselves. ;

“We march in parades, 80 bowling
and roller skating,” said Stephanie’s
sister, Ashley, 10.

e e—

‘There are now 13 members of the
Bamn Buddies 4-H Horse Club, who
meet at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of the
month at the Trolley Building on the
fairgrounds.

Mrs. Boyle started the horse club
two years ago, as her daughters’ inter-

hoping to help a family

: y it Virginia Kropf/Daily News
4-H PROJECT: Stephanie Boyle, 14, and her sister, Ashley, 10, pose in
the Barn Buddies 4-H Club booth at the Orleans County Fair, where they
are collecting Tops Friendly Markets’ register tapes to buy a water bui-
falo for Heifer Project International,

est in horses grew. Both girls are par-
ticipating in horse events this year.
Ashley won Grand Championship
Monday in the Western Walk/Trot-
Pleasure Class, and Stephanie had
third-, fourth- and fifth-place finishes
in her events. ‘
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The Gardener’s Column

. By Rochelle Smith
- For The Journal-Register

No, not the scary ghosts from an old movie,
the problem we have is much worse! The adult
viburnum leaf beetles have hatched and are
hungry and laying eggs. We had a fairly easy
spring with only a light infestation of the larva

in mid to late May but, because the adults can

fly, that doesn’t mean we're home free,

The viburnum leaf beetle is a fairly new pest.
It is native to Europe and was first found in the -

Niagara Peninsula of Ontario, Canada in 1947.
It was not found in New York State until 1996
when it was discovered in Fair Haven State
- Park in Cayuga County. This is a small bug
with a big appetite for all viburnum species. It
is only about one-quarter inch long and is gen-
erally brownish in color. If you walk past or
throw a shadow over the plant they are eating
they will roll and drop to the ground where
-they are almost impossible to find. So look for
both the insect and signs of the damage.
Almost any viburnum shrubs are vulnerable
to attack but their favorite is cranberrybush
viburnum (V. opulus). A small group of insects
can eat all of the leaves on a good size shrub in
‘aday or two. All that will remain will be some
dry, brown skeletons of leaves. At that point
spraying won't work. The adults will be gone
and only the eggs for next year’s larva will
remain. If that is your situation, prune the
plant, fertilize and water deeply and regularly.
The eggs are laid inside the outer branches
usually in this year’s growth. By pruning off
the outside branches, especially those with a
row of small bumps on the bottom edge, and
then burning or throwing away the pruning
pieces you can significantly reduce the popula-
tion of next season’s larva. Don’t compost the

They're Baa_aack!

branches, the insects will live to eat again in

the spring.

If, instead of a leafless shrub, you find the
beetle eating away and making lace shapes
with your plant leaves, you have time to treat.
There are several sprays that are being tried
for viburnum leaf beetle but because it is so
new we don’t have too many options labeled
for homeowner use in New York State. Call
the Cooperative Extension office at 589-5561 -
and we can go over options that are available 3
to you. : Ao o

As I said before, almost all viburnum shrubs.
are vulnerable, that includes the natives as =
well. This leaf beetle only feeds on species of
viburnum but it has strong preferences within
that family. Arrowwood viburnums (V. den-
tatum) and Cranberrybush viburnums are
among their favorites. They tend to prefer the -
smooth leafed viburnums over those with

. fuzzy leaves so Koreanspice (V. carlesii) and ‘

Burkwood viburnums (V. burkwood) are more
resistant. At home'my leatherleaf viburnum (V
rhtidiophyllum) will get a few holes here and
here but by doublefile snowball (V. plicatum
var. tomentosum) is usually a first indicator of
the presence of leaf beetles. Its leaves will be
gone in a day if I don’t watch carefully during
the season. 2
So. please take a walk through your garden -
or woods, and look for this small hungry insect
that can cause so much damage, Remember -
that even if you didn’t have larva damage this -
spring, the adults are back and hungry. Maybe i
this is more like a scary ghost story, at least is -
is for the shrubs.
Rochelle Smith is an extension educator with
the Orleans County Cornell Cooperative Exten- :
ston. j Ml paLeL
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The Summer Lawn Blues

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

It has been a dry
summer. Just ask any-
one with a crop, gar-
den, or lawn. Unless
you are actively water-
ing on a regular basis your plants are turning a questionable
brown color. But is that so bad if you're looking at the lawn?
In general, the answer is no, that’s not really so bad!

Your vision for your lawn may be that lush emerald green
golf course look that has trees popping out of a perfectly trimmed
turf. If you have access to unlimited free water you may have
the ability to reach that vision. If you pay for your water (does
that include sewer too?)or you are on a well that has to supply
the home needs too, the vision of a lush green lawn may be
quite far down the priority list. That’s OK too because our lawns
were actually meant to dry out and turn brown in the summer.

The grasses that are typically used for our northern cool-hu-
mid region must be perennial, winter hardy, able to withstand
frequent mowing, and be relatively disease free. These will
include mixes of Kentucky bluegrass, fine leaf fescue, peren-
nial ryegrass, and/or tall fescue depending on the soil, water,
and sunlight conditions coupled with the traffic on the lawn.
There are many variations on the seed mixes that can be used.
The seeds best for your.lawn depends on all of these factors! In
any case all of these grasses are considered cool-season grasses.
Cool-season grasses show their most active grow at tempera-
tures between 60 and 75°F with the peak growth periods in the
spring and fall. They show greatly reduced growth during the
summer and winter months.

In the summer months most cool-season grasses go into a
dormant stage to reduce water loss which will help maintain a
healthy crown. When the cooler fall weather arrives with addi-
tional rainfall, these grasses naturally respond by putting out
new growth. That translates to: the lawn brown’s out in the
summer and green’s up in the fall! You actually help your lawn
maintain it’s natural pattern by not watering during the heat of
the summer. If you lightly water you can hurt the lawn by giv-
ing it the signal to green up when the weather is still hot and
dry! Even lightly watering daily is very bad because that tells
the grass plants that the only water available is near the surface,
so the deep roots die and new root grow close to ground level.
This will make the grass plants very vulnerable to heat stress or
a missed watering should you go away and the potential for
crown loss, or death of the grass plants, is much higher!

If you can water you are best to water once every five to nine
days and to put down an inch of water at that time. This type of
watering schedule will soak down deeply into the soil and will
encourage deep roots to develop. This will give you healthier
grass plants and a more lush lawn. My yard is mostly clay and
I find a once a week, one inch watering runs off before it can
soak in. So, I spilt the watering over 2 mornings back-to-back,
each is 1/2 inch of water.

I'm often asked how long to water to achieve one inch of
watering... the answer depends on a lot of factors like what type
of sprinkler are you using? What is your water pressure? Is it
constant? And, what time of day are you watering? Instead of
responding and analyzing these answers [ have an easy way to
measure. Place an empty tuna or cat food can (about one inch
tall with straight sides) in the area of your sprinkler. Water the
lawn at the time you would normally sprinkle (the best time is
very early morning to reduce fungal growth and evaporation
waste.) Time how long it takes to fill the can. There's your
answer! The time will be longer on windy days since less wa-
ter will get to the lawn or the can. Once you know how long to
run the water you don’t need to leave the can out.

There are several things that are normally done to lawns that
make it harder for the grass plants to survive summer dormancy.
Incorrect watering is one but rolling the lawn and mowing short
are two others that will cause grass plant death.

Rolling the lawn is the concept of placing a heavy drum over
the lawn to push out the lumps. Unfortunately, most of those
lumps are there because your lawn is trying to communicate
with you to STOP ROLLING THE LAWN! Lumps are formed
for a variety of reasons, frost heave of rocks, tree roots growing
and swelling, old digging sites that have compacted and settled,
and animal or insect damage. The perfect lawn soil would be
50% mineral and organic matter and 50% open space for air
and water infiltration and it would be soft to walk on. Every
time you walk on the soft lawn or roll it you push out the open
space for air and water, this makes it harder for the grass plants
to grow, be dense and survive through the summer dormant
period. In addition you make the soil much more appealing to
a variety of weeds that prefer compacted soil but that is another
article at another time!

Mowing height is a difficult subject. Many people will look
at a lawn that is 3 inches tall and declare that “It’s time to mow!”
when in fact that is the desired finished mowing height! Itis a
simple rule, short grass, short roots, long grass, long roots. If
you set your mower to 3 inches finished height you will achieve
several things. First, you will have a healthier lawn because the
grass will be able to support a bigger root structure. Second,
you will have fewer weeds because the grass will be denser and
the taller grass blades will shade the soil and reduce the germi-
nation sites for weed seeds. Third, you will need to water less
often again because the grass blades will shade the soil and
reduce evaporation. Fourth, you will have to mow less often.
Grass that is cut very short will first go into shock for a day then |
grow at almost twice its normal rate in order to put on blades
for photosynthesis! By cutting the lawn short you actually in-
crease the growth rate of your lawn!

So, it’s August, the grass is brown and dormant, you don’t
need to pull out the mower or a hose. It’s OK. Use that time to
enjoy family, friends, a good book, fishing, anything else but
¢ don’t worry about the lawn, it will come back later!
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Equine
etiquette

RIGHT: Jennalinn Teel,
16, of Barneveld, N.Y.,
waits in the doorway of
the “warm-up” barn
atop “Best LiI' Horse in
Texas” at the Orleans
County Fairgrounds
before heading into the
main ring for the quar-
terhorse show this
weekend.
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By Rochelle Smith ST

For The Journal-Register

It has been a dry summer. Just ask anyone
with a crop, garden or lawn. Unless you are
actively watering on a regular basis your plants
are turning a questionable brown color. But is
that so bad if you're looking at the lawn? In
general, the answer is no, that’s not really so
bad.

Your vision for your lawn may be that lush
emerald green golf course look that hés trees
popping out of a perfectly trimmed turf. If you

-have access to unlimited free water you may
have the ability to reach that vision. If you pay
for your water (does that include sewer too?)
or you are on a well that has to supply the
home needs too, the vision of a lush green
lawn may be quite far down the priority list.
That’s OK too because our lawns were actually

. meant to dry out and turn brown in the sum-

mer.

" The grasses that are typically used for out
northern cool-humid region must be perennial,
winter hardy, able to withstand frequent mow-
ing and be relatively disease free. These will
include mixes of Kentucky bluegrass, fine leaf
fescue, perennial ryegrass and/or tall fescue
depending on the soil, water and sunlight con-
ditions coupled with the traffic on the lawn.
There are many variations on the seed mixes
that can be used. The seeds best for your lawn
depends on all of these factors. In any case all
of these grasses are considered cool-season
grasses. Cool-season grasses show their most
active growth at temperatures between 60 and
75F with the peak growth periods in the spring
and fall. They show greatly reduced growth
during the summer and winter months.

In the summer months most cool-season
grasses go into a dormant stage to reduce
water loss which will help maintain a healthy
crown. When the cooler fall weather arrives
with additional rainfall, these grasses naturally
respond by putting out new growth. That
translates to: the lawn brown’s out in the sum-
mer and green’s up in the fall. You actually
help your lawn maintain it’s natural pattern by
not watering during the heat of the summer. If

.you lightly water you can hurt the lawn by giv-
ing it the signal to green up when the weather
is still hot and dry. Even lightly watering daily
is'very bad because that tells the grass plants
that the only water available is near the sur-
face, so the deep roots die and new roots grow
close to ground level. This will made the grass
plants very vulnerable to heat stress or a.
missed watering should you go away and the
potential for crown loss, or death of the grass
plants is much higher.

If you can water you are best to water once
every five to nine days and to put down an
inch of water at a time. This type of watering
schedule will soak down deeply into the soil
and will encourage deep roots to develop. This
will give you healthier grass plants and a more
lush lawn. My yard is mostly clay and I find a
once a'week, one inch watering runs off before
it can soak in. So, I split the watering over two
mornings back-to-back, each is /2 inch of water.

I'm often asked how long to water to achieve
one inch of watering ... the answer depends on
a lot of factors like what type of sprinkler are
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you using? What is your water pressure? Is it _
constant? And, what time of day are you water-
ing? Instead of responding and analyzing these
answers I have an easy way to measure. Place
an empty tuna or cat food can (about one inch.
tall with straight sides) in the area of your :
sprinkler. Water the lawn at the time you
would normally sprinkle (the best time is very
early morning to reduce fungal growth and ..

~ evaporation waste). Time how long it takes to.

fill the can. There’s your answer. The time will
be longer on windy days since less water will .
get to the lawn or the can. Once you know how
long to run the water you don’t need to leave

“the can out.

There are several things that are normally
done to lawns that make it harder for the grass
plants to survive summer dormancy. Incorrect
watering is one but rolling the lawn and mow-
ing short are two others that will cause grass -
plant death.

Rolling the lawn is the concept of placing a -
heavy drum over the lawn topush out the =
lumps. Unfortunately, most of those lumps are
there because your lawn is trying to communi~
cate with you to STOP ROLLING THE .
LAWN! Lumps are formed for a variety of rea~
sons, frost heave of rocks, tree roots growing
and swelling, old digging sites that have com-
pacted and settled and animal or insect dam- .
age. The perfect lawn soil would by 50% min- -
eral and organic matter and 50% open space
for air and water infiltration and it would be -

 soft to walk on. Everytime you walk on the soft

lawn or roll it you push out the open space for:
air and water and makes it harder for the grass:
plants to grow, be dense and survive through
the summer dormant period. In addition you -
make the soil much more appealing to a vari- -
ety of weeds that prefer compacted soil but
that is another article at another time.

Mowing height is a difficult subject. Many
people will look at a lawn that is three inches '«
tall and declare that “It’s time to mow!” when |
in fact that is the desired finished mowing ?
height. It is a simple rule, short grass, short
roots, long grass, long roots. If yousetyour -
mower to three inches finished height you will
achieve several things. First, you will havea '«
healthier lawn because the grass will be able to
support a bigger root structure. Second, you .
will have fewer weeds because the grass will -
be denser and the taller grass blades will shade
the soil and reduce the germination sites for
weed seeds. Third, you will need to water less
often again because the grass blades will shade
the soil and reduce evaporation. Fourth, you
will have to mow less often. Grass that is cut
very short will first go into shock for a day
then grow at almost twice its normal rate in
order to put on blades for photosynthesis. By

_ cutting the lawn short you actually increase

the growth rate of your lawn.

So, it’s August, the grass is brown and dor-
mant, you don’t need to pull out the mower or
a hose. It’s OK. Use that time to enjoy family,
friends, a good book, fishing, anything else but
don’t worry about the lawn, it will come back
later. '

Rochelle Smith is an extension educator with
the Orleans County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.




Kathy Miller and her horse “Boo.”
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By Brian M. Bannister
The Journal-Register

The Western New York
Quarter Horse Association
will sponsor the American
Quarter Horse Association

- Candy Apple Classic Horse

Show at the Orleans County
4-H Fairgrounds Saturday and

~ Sunday:., i

More than 200 horses will

_ compete. as riders and horses

try to accumulate points to
qualify for the  national
championships. -
“Some people come just to
up the value of their horses,”

said Medina resident Linda

Logan. “The more points a
horse accumulates, theoreti-

| _cally, the more it’s worth.”

Barn superintendent Lynn
Hill has prepared 129 stalls, but
was asked for 14 more. He said

space simply wasn’t available.
He estimated 50 to 70 hdrsés_

horse show

would “trailer-in” each day.

“You should ‘see the rigs
some of these people have,”
Hill said. “The saddles go
from $2,500 to $10,000.”

The events are divided into
96 classes. Some require
English style riding and others
Western style riding.

The English events will take
place indoors, the attire will
be formal and in some classes
the horses will be required to
jump. The Western events
will be conducted in the out-
door ring.

Hill said he was glad to see
the fair grounds so busy.

“We really only use the
property to its full extent once

- ayear,” Hill said.

. Rental revenue for the event
is paid to the Orleans Cornell
Cooperative Extension, which
eventually funnels back to the
Orleans County,4-H Club.




- Tuespay, AugusT 7, 2001

~ Dan Cappellazzo
The Journal-
Register

- :Hoisetrainer
- Bonnie Dvoronak, of
~ Leroy, works out “Play
- Miss Chip”inthe barn -
~ for the competition. For

- more photos of the
horse show, please °




_Equine efiquette

TOP: Horse handler Peggy Miller, of Clarence, washes “Major” at the Orleans County Fairground juarter-
horse show this weekend. “Major’ is owned by Lynette Nisbet. ABOVE: Whitney Kimble, left, of Birmingham, -
Ala., rides “Lots of Chocolate” as Lindsay Dimberger, of Tonawanda, rides “Dexter Bee Cash”inthe 1410 18
hunter under saddle division of the show. o

{
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The Gardener’s Column

Time To Think Of Fall Garden Classes

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

This heat has been hard on everything. Peo-
ple talk about it, the animals rest in the shade,
Jawns have browned out and plants are droop-
ing. If you garden and are the type of person
that likes to find new solutions to reoccurring
problems, than maybe fall garden classes are
for you.

Nurseries, garden centers and farm markets
host a variety of programs.

Kirby’s Farm Market will host an Apple Fes-
tival the weekend of Aug. 25 and 26. This will
include talks, presentations, demonstrations
and food (716-637-2600).

Amy Machamer, CO-OWner of Hurd's
Orchards, will be featured at a celebration of
heirloom gardens and historic foodways called
«“From Plate to Palate” at Genesee Country Vil-
lage and Museum, Mumford, Aug. 26 (716-538-
6822). :

Continuing education programs at the
schools will have their listings out in the mail
soon. The local libraries will be hosting a vari-
ety of classes this fall. The three that I will be
teaching at Swan Library in Albion are Sept. 12,
19 and 26.

The Sept. 12 class is “Seasonal Balance - Lay-
ering and Bulbs.” This is a fun class that covers
using the same piece of earth for multiple sea-
sons of color.

The Sept. 19 class is “Try It.” In this class we
will cover new and different plants to think
about for your garden.

The Sept. 26 class is “Wildlife - The Good,
the Bad and the Slimy.” This class looks at both
the desirable wildlife like birds and butterflies
as well as those less desirable visitors like slugs
and deer. We will talk about the elements that
draw wildlife into your garden and how to
control these elements to meet your needs.

For those of you who are interested in
extended training, Master Gardener basic core
training will start in Orleans County on Sept.
11 The classes will consist of 18 three-hour lec-
tures by a number of different speakers and
will cover a large variety of topics including
Soils, Fertilizers and Ground Water; Garden
Botany; Entomology (insects) and Pathology

(diseases); Organic Gardening and Compost-
ing; Basic Landscape Planning; Woody Plant
materials, Annuals and Bedding Plants; Peren-
nials, Ornamental Grasses, Herbs and Bulbs;
Vegetables; Ecological Lawn Care and much
more. Classes will be held on Tuesday eve-
nings September-November and January-
March.

The Master Gardener Volunteer basic core
training covered in the 18 classes is an intro-
duction to the Master Gardener Experience
where the focus is on volunteering on behalf of
Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Consumer
and Community Gardening program.

This program opens many channels for the

- gardener’s interests and provides them with

many new gardening insights. The Master Gar-
dener Volunteer shares these interests and
insights with the community through projects
that are developed by the Cooperative Exten-
sion’s Master Gardener Coordinator. beeic
Master Gardeners all over the U.S. d Can-
ada carry out a range of similar projects. In
New York State there are about 1,800 Master
Gardener Volunteers in about 49 counties.
Each county’s Master Gardener
Coordinator/Program Leader selects the
projects where educated volunteers are most °
needed. Projects must have an educational
component and reflect the values of Cornell
Cooperative Extension. Those projects done
by Master Gardeners in New York State repre-
sent Cornell University and must promote
Cornell-approved (science-based) teachings.
There are many fall class options available
for you if you are interested in learning more
about gardening. Attending a class or work-
shop may fit your needs and lifestyle better, or-
you may want to become a Master Gardener
Volunteer. Either way you will learn about
new innovations and products that are avail-
able today. ; :
For more information about the Master Gar-
dener program - either taking the training or
participating in a program - contact the
Orleans County Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion at 589-5561.
Rochelle Smith is an extension educator with
the Orleans County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.
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They're Baaaack! i

Rochelle Smith T
Extension Educator. e
Orleans County
Comell Cooperative
Extension

No, not the scary
ghosts from an old
movie, the problem we
have is much worse! i 3
The adult viburnum leaf beetles have hatched and are hungry
and laying eggs. We had a fairly easy spring with only a light
infestation of the larva in mid- to late-May but, because the

-~ adults can fly that doesn’t mean we're home free,

The viburnum leaf beetle is a fairly new pest. It is native to
Europe and was first found in the Niagara Peninsula of Ontario,
Canada in 1947. It was not found in New York State until 1996
when it was discovered in Fair Haven State Park in Cayuga
County. This is a small bug with a big appetite for all viburnum
species. It is only about 1/4 inch long and is generally brown- |
ish in color. If you walk past or throw a shadow over the plant |
they are eating they will roll and drop to the ground where they
are almost impossible to find, So look for both the insect and |
signs of the damage.

Almost any viburnum shrubs are vulnerable to attack but
their favorite is cranberrybush viburnum (V. opulus.) A small
group of insects can eat all of the leaves on 4 good size shrub in
a day or two! All that will remain will be some dry, brown
skeletons of leaves. At that point spraying won't work., The
adults will be gone and only the eggs for next year's larva will
remain, If that is your situation, prune the plant, fertilize, and
water deeply and regularly. The cggs are laid inside the outer
branches usually in this year's growth. By pruning off the out-
side branches, especially those with a row of small bumps on
the bottom edge, and then burning or throwing away the prun-
ing pieces you can significantly reduce the population of next
season’s larva! Don’t compost the branches, the insects will
live to eat again in the spring!

If, instead of a leafless shrub, you find the beetle eating
away and making lace shapes with your plant leaves, you have
time to treat. There are several sprays that are being tried for
viburnum leaf beetle but because it s so new we don’t have too
many options labeled for homeowner use in New York State.
Call the Cooperative Extension office at 589-5561 and we can .
80 over options that are available to you.

As I said before, almost all viburnum shrubs are vulner-
able, that includes the natives as well. This leaf beetle only
feeds on species of viburnum but it has strong preferences within
that family.  Arrowwood viburnums. (V. dentatum), and
Cranberrybush viburnums are among their favorites. They tend
to prefer the smooth leafed viburnums over those with fuzzy
leaves so Koreanspice (V. carlesii) and Burkwood viburnums
(V. burkwoodii) are more resistant. At home my leatherleaf
viburnum (V. rhtidiophyllum) will get a few holes here and there
but my doublefile snowball (V. plicatum var. tomentosum) is
usually a first indicator of the presence of leaf beetles, Its leaves
will be gone in a day if I don’t watch carefully during the sea-
son.

So, please take a walk through your garden or woods, and
look for this small, hungry insect that can cause so much dam-
age. Remember that even if you didn’t have larva damage this
spring, the adults are back and hungry. Maybe this is more like
a scary ghost story, at least it is for the shrubs!




Christy Hoepting has filled
a vacancy for the Cornell
Cooperative Extension Lake
Plains Vegetable Program in
the area of muck vegetable
production and post-harvest
storage. With her office
located at Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension of Orleans

Area Cooperative Exten

County in Albion, she com-
pletes a three-person team
that addresses vegetable pro-
duction in Orleans, Genesee,
Monroe, Niagara, Erie and
Chautauqua counties.

“While much (organic soils)
vegetables ~are  primarily
grown in the Elba and Elma

areas of Western New York,
Hoepting will work with
growers of storage cabbage,
onions, potatoes and other
vegetables . throughout the
region and cooperate in carry-
ing out team responsibilities.
Hoepting recently com-
pleted her Master’s of Science

degree in plant pathology and
applied entomology at the
University of Guelph, Ontario,
where she also obtained her
undergraduate degree in envi-
ronmental toxicology.
Hoepting’s experience in
the industry includes working
as an agricultural research

sion specialist begins work

and development assistant for
herbicide studies in field corn
and soybeans at DuPont in
Canada and as a summer stu-
dent at the Muck Crop
Research Station in the Hol-
land Marsh located in Ontario.
She also served as a teaching
assistant in plant pathology

and weed science.

Hoepting welcomes
requests that will familiarize "
her with WNY agriculture
and looks forward to receiv-
ing questions regarding vege-
table production. She can be
reached at 589-5561 or e-mail
at cah59@cornell.edu. ¢
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The Gardener’s Column

‘Japanese beetles, the colorful pest

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

Sometimes I find it amazing to see the
amount of damage that one one-half inch bee-
tle can do. These are the times when I find
leaves turned into lace, only the veins remain,
and can only find one pest. I don’t wait too
long to stop the destruction that this shiny,
metallic green bug has caused while he had
had his fill on my plants. :

I vividly remember my first Japanesé beetle
sighting. I was seven and playing in our yard
near a Niagara grapevine that had been planted
on a chain link fence. It was the lacy leaves and
the brightness of the big that caught my eye.
Being naturally inquisitive and not squeamish
about bugs I got closer to look. In my memory
it was huge. Bigger than my thumb, very color-
ful and quite aggressive as it lifted its legs to
appear even bigger. The gentleman that lived
next door was an accomplished gardener and
happened to be home. He identified it as a Jap-
anese beetle and a pest. Then we squished it.

As its name implies, the Japanese beetle is

native to Japan, where natural enemies keep its

population in check. This insect is not a seri-
ous plant pest in Japan. It was first found in the
United States in a nursery in southern New
Jersey nearly 80 years ago. The beetle entered
the United States without its natura] enemies
and found a favorable climate and an abundant
food supply. Beetle infestations had been
reported in 22 states east of the Mississippi
River and also in Iowa and Missouri by 1972.
The pest has continued to disperse south and
west since then.

Japanese beetles are destructive plant pests
both as adults and as grubs (the larval stage).
Adults feed on the foliage and fruits of several
hundred species of fruit trees, ornamental
trees, shrubs, vines and field and vegetable

- crops. The grubs develop in the soil, feeding
on the roots of various plants and grasses and
often destroying turf in lawns, parks, golf
courses and pastures.

Today, the Japanese beetle is the most wide-
spread turf-grass pest in the United States.
Efforts to control the larval and adult stages
are estimated to cost more than $460 million a
year. Losses attributable to the larval stage
alone have been estimated at $234 million per
year - $78 million for control costs and an addi-
tiort}al $156 million for replacement of damaged
turf. :

The feeding period for adult Japanese bee-
tles is usually late spring or early summer.
During this time the females will leave plants,
burrow about three inches into the ground -
usually into turf - and lay a few eggs then go
back to feeding. This cycle is repeated until the

 female lays 40 to 60 eggs. The eggs will hatch
by midsummer and the young grubs will begin
to feed. Each grub is about an inch long when
fully grown and lies in a curled position. In late

| autumn, the grubs burrow four to eight inches

into the soil and remain inactive all winter.
This insect spends about 10 months of the year
in the ground in the larval stage. The grubs
return to the turf root zone in early spring and
. continue to feed on roots until late spring,
when they change into pupae. After about two
weeks the pupae become adult beetles and
emerge from the ground. The Japanese beetle

only has one life cycle per year.

Getting rid of Japanese beetles depends on a
few factors. Are you having problems with
larva or adults? How large is the population or
the area of damage? What kinds of plants are
getting damaged?

Right now the adults are causing the damage.
For reasonably small sized populations and
smaller sized plants like grape vines, roses and
crabapple trees the best method is handpicking
the bugs or knocking them into a bucket of
warm sudsy water (regular dish soap is OK).
Squishing is OK too if you’re not squeamish. If
you have a larger population or cannot reach
up into a tree to knock them down there are
several chemicals registered in New York
State that are labeled for Japanese beetles.
They include carbaryl and methoxychlor.
Always follow label directions when handling
and applying chemicals.

“Beetle bag” traps were developed to tell the
farmers when the adults had emerged so they
could accurately treat. Millions of beetles are
captured annually in “beetle bag” traps. This
method is an easy and inexpensive way to
reduce beetle populations and curtail egg lay-
ing. Unfortunately, even under favorable con-
ditions, a trap will capture only about 75 per-
cent of the beetles that approach it. And the
rest will be in or near to your yard. Traps are
not recommended for small yards. Put traps at
the borders of your property, away from plants
the beetles may damage. The traps are most
effective when many of them are spread over
an entire community so working with your
neighbors to hang traps is good. The inexpen-
sive traps only capture male beetles so, if you
are going to set traps purchase the more
expensive male and female pheromone traps
and remember you will get about 75 percent.

The top ten plants that adult Japanese bee-
tles prefer to eat are: American linden, crabap-
ple, apple, Japanese maple, Norway maple,
rose, crape myrtle, pin oak, birch and the pru-
nus trees like apricot, cherry, plum and peach
(grapes come in at number 13). The top ten
that they avoid are: magnolia, redbud, dog-
wood, red maple, northern red oak, burning
bush, holly, boxwood, hemlock and ash.

Later in the summer the grubs will hatch and
begin feeding. Before starting treatment, ask
the following questions. Is the damage defi-
nitely caused by grubs? Many other turf prob-
lems look similar to grub damage. Are the
grubs still present? If they are gone treatment
time, money and product will be wasted. Is this
the best time to treat for grubs? You'll get the
best control when the grubs are young and
actively feeding close to the soil surface. Gen-
erally that is mid August to late September in
our area. Are there enough grubs to need treat-
ment? A good rule of thumb: you should treat
is there are more than eight grubs per square
foot. Lastly, are there alternatives to synthetic
soil insecticides available? Parasitic nematodes
and milky spore are two bio-controls available
for white grubs.

Watch for adults on your plants now and
larva in the lawn later in the summer. The
adults are a colorful pest than can cause a great
deal of damage. gt 3

Rochelle Smith is an extension educator with
the Orleans County Cornell Cooperative
Extension. ;
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The Gardener’s Column

Something’s cookin’

By Rochelle Smith
For The Journal-Register

Ahh, fair time! You know it,
the sights, sounds, events, and
food! - ‘

This is a summer time event
to go out, see your friends and
neighbors, see the projects the
4-H'ers have been working on
and see what’s new! Well, this
year you're in for an addi-
tional treat!

As you enter the fair park-
ing, each car will be given a
flier with a list of 20 questions
and a map of the fairgounds.
The answers to these ques-
tions can be found at the fair!
Some may be along the “Agri-
mile.” Others may be in the
Kids Ag Tent, where there are
interactive activities.

Each animal area will also
have a display. There will be
youth exhibits in sewing, bak-

ing, canning, photography,
creative arts and crafts, and
horticulture for you to look
for these answers.
The purpose is two-fold.
First, this is a fun way to see
many areas of the fair, maybe
even some you hadn’t seen
before! And second, this year
the Orleans County 4-H'ers
are participating in a state-
wide program called ‘Ag

Awareness.”

The program is designed to
help educate the public about
the agriculture in the commu-
nity. Instead of just doing a
display, our 4-Hers, leaders,
and fair board wanted you to
have some fun in the process.
The theme for this year is
“Agriculture in the New Mil-
lennium” and the displays and
questions will focus on the
innovations in agriculture.

We are in a rather unique
position here in Orleans
County in that our fair is a
youth fair. New York state has
56 counties and also five bor-

oughs in New York City

metro. For this year, there are
53 county fairs scheduled for
2001 plus the state fair in Syra-
cuse. Some counties, like
Albany and Schenectady, do
joint fairs. :

Even New York City metro

‘does a fair event. Of all of

those fairs, only nine are
“Youth Fairs” where kids do
the exhibits through their

projects, 4-H clubs and
organizations. :
Orleans County 4-H fair is

among the nine. This is the
opportunity to show not only

the traditional things that they

have learned and worked on
over the season, but to also

at the fair

show some of the new
research and innovations that
the kids are learning about.
Sure, there will still be com-
mercial exhibits and demon-
strations like the controlled
atmosphere apple storage, re-
use of waste wood products
and animal nutrition. The
rides and food will be there
too! ;
But don’t miss the incuba-
tion display to possibly see a
chick hatch or the hydropon-
ics display where plants grow
without any soil, or the
worms composting garbage
and pick up a gummy worm!
This year’s 4-H fair will give
you a chance to cheek out fun
and new items and learn new
information tool. So when you
go to the fair this year you can

- do all of the fun things you

remember about a traditional
county fair, plus have some
fun looking for 20 answers!

When you complete your
questions, submit your entry
form in the Trolley Building.
Not only will you see these
new things, but there will be
prizes given out daily during
the course of the fair! See you
there!

Smith is an educator at t
Orleans County Cornell Coop-
erative Extension. -
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AGRICULTURE BRIEFS

old Award winne

Sally Driesel, 16, of Lyndonville, seen above, organized a
kindergarten “Animal Fun Day” for her Girl Scout Gold
Award. Sally transported her Tunis ewe and lamb, her
brothers’ Black Angus beef heifer and a borrowed dairy
Holstein calf from the Lavarne Eick and Sons dairy farm
to the event at Lyndonville Central School. Sally talked
to the kindergarten classes about the animals and also
made a coloring book to give each child to take home
and a puzzle for each classroom to keep. The Girl Scout
Gold Award is the highest award given in Girl Scouts.
Sally is a junior at Lyndonville Central School, president
of the Orleans County 4-H Sheep Club and an active
member of Girl Scout Troop 2094. She plans to continue
her studies in college to be a veterinary technician.
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By Karen Sampson
For The Joumnal-Register

When a small child is chok-
ing, many people become

| frightened because they dont

" know what to do.

Michelle Sands, of Medma,‘

does know and she presented

‘that knowledge before a panel

of public speaking evaluators

- recently.

Sands was one of 42 partici-
pants from 25 counties in the
third annual 4-H State Public

| Presentations Event June 25.

Of a possible 180 points for
her presentation, she received
159 points.

She has been part of the

| Public Presentation program

for seven years and was
selected to represent Orleans
County at the event.

“Is to help individuals
become public speakers and
have more confidence when
they’re speaking in public,”

Sands said. “Anybody can par-

ticipate at the county level.”
While junior members of
4-H are encouraged to present

| at the county level, the state
level

is open to selected
senior members, Sands said.
Sands’ speech was in the

] “Demonstratlon/IIIustrated

~— ~ ol 53

me B PR PR PR

. before it was her turn.

Medma 4-H’er takes

“Tve had training in rescue
breathing and CPR in Girl
Scouts,” she said. “I had just
recently gone for CPR train-
ing. I thought I'd teach CPR
and rescue breathing, but I'd
specialize it for infants.”

The experience of present-
ing before members of the
Cornell University community
was an_exciting one Sands
sdid. 8
“It was fun,” she said.
“There’s a room of 12 present-
ers and I was the last one.”

Sands said she heard about
four hours’ worth of presenta-
tions from other 4-Hlers

“It was interesting,” she said.
“I think it’s a very good experi- |
ence. You meet people and
realize other people 'around
the state do it, too. It’s a great
learning experience.”

Sands belongs to the Moon-
light Dreamers 4-H Club, led
by Marje Davis. i

Her projects in 4-H have
included arts and crafts, foods
and nutrition and clothing and
textiles. She has been one of

. the Orleans County represen- -

tatives for an eight-county dis-
trict Clothing Revue.
Sands said Davis has helped

FriDAY, J:_ULY 0, 20.01 |
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Never Ask a Gardener
| this Question
: o b

1 Rochelle Smith

i Extension Educator

{ _ Orleans County

{ Cornell Cooperative
Extension

My husband asked
‘the question.” It
wasn’t his fault; he
wasn’t a gardener and
wouldn’t know.

We had been standing on the neighbor’s lawn, looking at
the freshly mulched garden bed that backs up.to the small re-
taining wall we installed years ago on the property line. Our
black & white cat, Tuxedo, had draped his long, sleek form
across a top row of timbers in a small sunny spot that squeezed
through between the new magnolia and white flowering lilac.
The magnolia had been the focus of attention that day, it was a
replacement for a similar tree that had been new to the garden
one season before a traditional Buffalo, New York winter. The
little tree had not survived and the design had not felt Tight
without that particular tree. So, several seasons later, a new
tree had been planted.

This particular garden has been a true study in evolution.
There is a change in elevation between the houses. The previ-
ous owners of our home had left it in grass but that proved to
be a level of maintenance that was higher than we wanted. [t
was too steep for our rider lawnmower - necessary for the re-
maining three-quarters acre of lawn when we first moved into
the house. The space was a multi hour job with a string trim-
mer and a physics class with the push mower. We had consid-
ered a long narrow meadow but felt good neighbor relations
were a higher priority. Goats were discussed...briefly. So, a !
retaining wall was designed one snowy winter day and installed
in the summer. i 7

_ Since the land slopes both toward the street and toward
the neighbor’s yard we were able to build a stepping timber
wall where the faces of only three timbers are exposed at any
one time. Poor sighting of the first section angled the wall off
of the property line so a smaller offset garden area was built to |
bring it back in line. We liked that look so much that we re-
peated the effect for the next sections and an angled set of
steps leads from one yard to the other and joins the sections.
The steps were not only for good neighbor relations but would
help to avoid a lawsuit as we live in an area where the meter
reader still walks from house to house.

The original neighborhood had been woods and many of
the neighbor’s trees had been removed during the building pro-
cess. We prefer a more wooded setting so planned the plantings
accordingly. This would accent the sense of enclosure and
increase the number of trees. By working with a general mas-
ter plan and planting 3-5 new trees each year we have been
able to cut down the winter wind and snow drift, channel
breezes, and keep some sun spaces in the areas we want. That
particular wall was planted with a mix_ of trees and shrubs-
‘both deciduous and evergreen- perennials, and, for splashes
of color, some annuals. [ think my husband’s need to know if
it was “done’ comes from the process for placing the trees...
There were things to hide and views to keep along this edge.
So, before any holes were dug the final location would be cho-
sen by one of us standing in the garden holding a 10-foot pole!
That would help the other move through the house checking
for screening and views. (You can guess who got the outside
job!) :
The development of a garden can be quick or slow de-
pending on the size of the project, time you have available,
and amount you want to spend on it! Most of my gardens tend
to “evolve.” I know what I want them to look like, at least in
general terms of screening, big or small plants, and areas of
color but that doesn’t mean that they’re done in one season!
So, for longer timed projects part of it sometimes includes
managing the expectations of the other people who live there,
look at it and are asked to invest time or money into it.

My husband’s question “Is it done now?” is a fair ques-
tion from a development point of view but no garden worth its
salt is ever really done! As the plants grow and fill in it will
require less labor, less audience participation, and less finan-
cial input, but it is never done!. I truly look forward to future
seasons of light mulching and weeding, occasional dead head-
ing and pruning, and happily shared divisions of perennials to
friends, neighbars, and visitors. I think my husband is just
beginning to understand the concept of *done’...
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Never ask a gardener this question

By Rochelie Smith
For The Journal-Register

My husband asked ‘the question.’ It wasn’t
his fault; he wasn’t a gardener and wouldn’t
know. We had been standing on the neighbor’s
lawn, looking at the freshly mulched garden
bed that backs up to the small retaining wall -
we installed years ago on the property line.
Our black and white cat, Tuxedo, had draped
his long, sleek form across a top row of timbers
in a small sunny spot that squeezed through
between the new magnolia and white flower-
ing lilac. The magnolia had been the focus of
attention that day, it was a replacement for a
similar tree that had been new to the garden .
one season before a traditional Buffalo, New
York winter. The little tree had not survived
and the design had not felt right without that -
particular tree. So, several seasons later, a new

tree had been planted. :
| This particular garden has been a true study
in evolution. There is a change in elevation
between the houses. The previous owners of
our home had left it in grass but that proved to
be a level of maintenance that was higher than
we wanted. It was too steep for our rider lawn-
mower - necessary for the remaining three-
quarters acre of lawn when we first moved
into the house. The space was a multi hour job
with a string trimmer and a physics class with
a push mower. We had considered a long nar-
row meadow but felt good neighbor relations

were a higher priority. Goats were discussed ... -

briefly. So, a retaining wall was designed one
snowy winter day and installed in the summer.

Since the land slopes both toward the street
and toward the neighbor’s yard we were able
to build a stepping timber wall where the faces
of only three timbers are exposed at any one
time. Poor sighting of the first section angled
the wall off of the property line so a smaller
offset garden area was built to bring it back in
line. We liked that look so much that we
repeated the effect for the next sections and an
angled set of steps leads from one yard to the
other and joins the sections, The steps were
not only for good neighbor relations but would
help to avoid a lawsuit as we live in an area
where the meter reader still walks from house
to house.

>

The original neighborhood had been woods
and many of the neighbor’s trees had been
removed during the building process. We pre-
fer a more wooded setting so planned the

- plantings accordingly. This would accent the

sense of enclosure and increase the number of -
trees. By working with a general master plan
and planting 3-5 new trees each year we have
been able to cut down the winter wind and

- snow drift, channel breezes and keep some sun

spaces in the areas we want. That particular
wall was planted with a mix of trees and
shrubs - both deciduous and evergreen -
perennials, and, for splashes of color, some
annuals, I think my husband’s need to know if
it was ‘done’ comes from the process for plac-
ing the trees ... There were things to hide and
views to keep along with edge. So, before any
holes were dug the final location would be
chosen by one of-us standing in the garden
holding a 10-foot pole. That would help the
other move through the house checking for
screening and views (You can guess who got
the outside job!) g 3!
The development of a garden can be quick
or slow depending on the size of the project,
time you have available and amount you want
to spend on it. Most of my gardens tend to
‘evolve.’ I know what I want them to look like,
at least in general terms of screening, big or.
small plants and areas of color but that doesn’t -
mean that they’re sone in one season. So, for
longer timed projects part of it sometimes
includes managing the expectations of the
other people who live there, look at it and are
asked to invest time or money into it.
~ My husband’s question “Is it done now?” is a
fair question from a development point of view
but no garden worth its salt is ever really done.
As the plants grow and fill in it will require less
labor, less audience participation and less
financial input, but it is never done. I truly look
forward to future seasons of light mulching
and weeding, occasional dead heading and
pruning and happily shared divisions of peren-
nials to friends, neighbors and visitors. I think
my husband is just beginning to understand
the concept of ‘done’...
Rochelle Smith is an extension educator with
the Orleans County Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion.
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% ime to Think of Fall
Garden Glass?s-

Rochelle Smith
Extension Educator
Orleans County
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

This heat has been
hard on everything.
People talk about it, the : :
animals rest in the shade, lawns have browned out and plants
are drooping. If you garden and are the type of person that
likes to find new solutions to reoccurring problems, than maybe
fall garden classes are for you! e

Nurseries, garden centers and farm markets host a variety of
programs. Kirby’s Farm Market will host an Apple Festival the
weekend of August 25 & 26. This will include talks, presenta-
tions, demonstrations, and food! (716)637-2600. Amy
Machamer, co-owner of Hurd’s Orchards, will be featured at a
celebration of heirloom gardens and historic foodways called
“From Plate to Palate™ at Genesee Country Village & Museum,
Mum(ford, Sunday, August 26 (716)538-6822. Continuing edu-
cation programs at the schools will have their listings out in the
mail soon. The local libraries will be.hosting a variety of classes
this fall. The three that I will be teaching at Swan Library in
Albion are September 12, 19, and 26. ;

The September 12 class is “Seasonal Balance - Layering &
Bulbs.” This is a fun class that covers using the same piece of
earth for multiple seasons of color. The September 19 class is
“Try It!" In this class we will cover new and different plants to
think about for your garden. The September 26 class is “Wild-
life - The Good, the Bad, & the Slimy.” This class looks at both
the desirable wildlife like birds and butterflies as well as those
less desirable visitors like slugs and deer. We will talk about
‘he elements that draw wildlife into your garden and how to
control these elements to meet your needs! .

For those of you who are interested in extended training,
Master Gardener basic core training will start in Orleans County
on September 11. The classes will consist of 18 three-hour
lectures by a number of different speakers and will covera large
variety of topics to including Soils, Fertilizers, & Ground Wa-
ter; Garden Botany; Entomology (insects) & Pathology (dis-
eases); Organic Gardening & Composting; Basic Landscape

Perennials, Ornamental Grasses, Herbs & Bulbs; Vegetables;

on Tuesday evenings September - November and January -
March.

The Master Gardener Volunteer basic core training covered
in the 18 classes is an introduction to the Master Gardener Ex-
perience where the focus is on volunteering on behalf of Comell
Cooperative Extension’s Consumer and Community Garden-
ing program. This program opens many channels for the
gardener’s interests and provides them with many new garden-

Coordinator.

range of similar projects. In New York State there are about
1,800 Master Gardener Volunteers in about 49 counties. Each
county’s Master Gardener Coordinator / Program Leader se-
lects the projects where educated volunteers are most needed.
Projects must have an educational component and reflect the
values of Cornell Cooperative Extension. Those projects done
by Master Gardeners in New York State represent Cornell Uni-
versity and must promote Cornell-approved (science-based)
teachings.

There are many fall class options available for you if you
are interested in learning more about gardening. Attending a
class or workshop may fit your needs and lifestyle better, or
you may want to become a Master Gardener Volunteer. Either
way you will learn about new innovations and products that are
available today! For more information about the Master Gar-
dener program - either taking the training or participating in a
nnnnnnn & mtact the Orleans County Cornell Cooperative Ex-

[

Planning; Woody Plant materials, Annuals & Bedding Plants;

Ecological Lawn Care; and much more! Classes will be held

ing insights. The Master Gardener Volunteer shares these inter-
ests and insights with the community through projects that are |
developed by the Cooperative Extension’s Master Gardener |

Master Gardeners all over the U.S. and Canada carry out a ‘
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Tomatoes. What do you see in your mind’s
eye when you hear that word? Do ripe, red,
juicy fruits ready for slicing and dicing linger
in your imagination? Do you dream of sauces,
sandwiches and salads? Maybe you’re a canner
and your nose can smell warm skins slipping
off robust round and oval jewels. Or perhaps
you're a gardener, watching and waiting for the
first hints of color from plants heavy with fruit,
stealing a green one now and then because you
just can’t wait. I met an Orleans County man
who is all of these and more. He is growing
one hundred and five different varieties of
tomatoes in his garden - two or three plants of.
each - just for the fun and experience.

The tomato plant is now the most widely
grown “vegetable” (it’s really a fruit) in the
United States. It originated in South America
and was domesticated by the Incas. They bred

 the tomato so it had many ruffles and ridges.

Spanish monks cultivated the tomato, although
it was not widely accepted by Europeans as an
edible fruit. During the nineteenth century, the
tomato was affectionately called the love
apple, or in French, le pomme d’amour. At the
turn of the century, a gardener decided that he
didn’t like the ridges and ruffles of the Incan
tomato. He spent twenty years breeding them
out and produced the Paragon, the first formal

variety of the tomato.

There are myriad varieties of tomato, and
not all of them are red when ripe. Tomatoes
run from yellow to deep purple in color. For
example, the Lemon Boy variety is yellow, and
the Cherokee Purple is, well, purple. Although
the original tomatoes were vine plants, today’s
tomatoes grow in both vine and bush types.
These are technically called indeterminate
(vine) and determinant (bush). Determinate
tomatoes tend to have compact plants and the
fruit ripens more closely together. Indetermi-
nate plants continue to grow and the fruits
keep setting until frost. ‘

Beefsteaks are the very biggest tomatoes.
Their pulp cavity is generally relatively small,

- and always compressed and distorted by the

| extensive wall, giving the ‘marbled’ appearance
- of a steak. Because of the compressed pulp

| cavity and networking of the fruit wall, beef-

steaks hold together well when sliced, and
together with their large size, make them the
ideal for sandwiches. They also cook down
well for sauces. There is a lot of variation
between varieties in the density of the flesh, its
juiciness (ie. firm or very soft when ripe), and
in the size and softness of the central ‘core.” -
Flavor can also vary from tomato to tomato.
This is usually due to the ratio of sugars to
acids, and changes according to the relative
amount of sugar or acid present in the fruit.
Plum tomatoes often have fine thick flesh
and reduced amounts of pulp. This makes
them good for holding shape when canned,
and it means they also slice quite well. Because
they have less pulp they cook down for sauces

— THURSDAY, AUGUST 16, D00t
- 105 different ways to eat tomatoes
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‘By Rochelle Smith REQIS

faster than some. A good tasting cultivar may
be the only tomato you need.

The seed pulp tends to fall out of salad toma-
toes if they are sliced but that is what makes | -
them great for salads. Abundant seed pulp
makes them a slow reducer if they are being
used for sauces. But their smaller size makes
them ideal for cutting in half or in quarters to
toss with fresh greens or slice with mozzarella
cheese and fresh basil. L

Cherry tomatoes are tiny tomatoes for put-
ting whole in salads or snacking. These toma-
toes vary from pea sized up to where they tip
over into small ‘salad’ type. They are usually
very prolific, and some have been bred for high

_sugars as a snacking ‘fruit.” They are very col- |

orful as a whole tomato in a salad, and their
size makes them ideally suited to this purpose.
At this time of the year we are starting to see
one predominant problem in tomatoes in the
Master Gardener Diagnostic Lab. Blossom-End
Rot (BER) is characterized by a large, leathery
brown or black spot on the bottom of the fruit.
BER is caused by a lack of calcium in the fruit
which caused the fruit to die back creating the
characteristic spot. What can you do to pre-
vent it? Have your soil tested to make sure cal-
cium is present in adequate amounts. Chances
are the calcium level will be fine but if it is not,
add limestone (for acid soils with a PH below
6), or gypsum when the soil pH is in the 6 to 7
range. If calcium levels are okay, the next most
important control is to maintain optimum soil

‘moisture. When tomatoes experience the

slightest bit of drought, BER may result. Using
mulches will usually significantly decrease

-BER as excessive evaporation from soil is

reduced. Varieties will vary in their suscepti-
bility so if you have a problem with a particu-
lar variety, choose a new one next year.

So, you may be asking about the man with
105 different tomatoes. Many are heirloom
varieties chosen because of their fruit or foli-
age character. Heirlooms are old varieties that
have been maintained either because they have
appealing attributes like extra large size,
unusual coloring, special connoisseur qualities
or because of family sentimental reasons.
Because heirloom tomatoes haven’t been
‘worked on’ by plant breeders, they don’t usu-
ally have much disease resistance. Our Orleans
County grower has addressed this problem by
mulching well to avoid moisture loss and to

- prevent disease spores in the soil splashing up

and infecting the young plants. He has col-
lected his seeds from all over the world and
says “tomatoes grow everywhere except Ant-
arctica!” I hope he will be able to give future
talks about his experience both with the toma-

toes, finding diverse seed sources and growing

a huge trial. Watch the paper for gardening
talks and eat locally grown tomatoes. The one
you choose may not be an Inca Indian heir-

. loom but it will be super fresh and tasty!

Rochelle Smith is an extension educator with
the Orleans County Cornell Cooperative
Extension.



Lake Cbup_try Pennysaver August 26, 2001

e =

Basil - A Great
- Companion in the
Garden & On the Table
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Rochelle Smith B
Extension Educator e i
Orleans County -
Cornell Cooperative
Extension

I have a bunch of
basil stems and leaves
on my desk; the scent
is fabulous! This bunch was a gift from a fellow basil admirer;
she had more than she could use so shared this spicy scented
bunch with me. It won’t go to waste... basil is one on my most
favorite of all herbs because it’s such a greatcompanion to both
the garden and the table!

The basil that we know best, Ocimum basilicum, is one of
about 65 species of highly aromatic annuals and evergreen pe-
rennials and shrubs. The leaves hold both the flavor and scent
and are best when added to hot dishes at the end of the cooking
period since the flavor is volatile and will “boil off." It is con-
sidered an herb because the leaves are used, not the seeds (us-
ing the seeds would make it a spice!)

In the garden basil has many uses. It is quite acceptable to
use food plants in your ornamental garden. Since basil has such
a variety of colors and textures available in addition to scent it
is a natural! The traditional green leafed, sweet basil is a great
edger especially if you pinch it back regularly to keep a bushy
habit. O. basilicum ‘Red Rubin’ is an upright, bushy, well-
branched annual that holds scented. oval purple-black leaves
with a crinkled edge. How better to add color to the garden
than with colored leaves? When placed near the garden path
where it will be brushed against this plant will add scent to your
garden as well as color. O. basilicum *Cinnamon’ has bright
green leaves in the traditional shape but the cinnamon-clove
scent of the leaves is a nice change. In addition, it has rose-
pink flowers. But, since we don't like to let our basil flower (it
tends to get quite leggy once it starts to flower) you many not
see these. O. basilicum ‘Green Ruffles’ lives up to its name
with bright, almost lime-green ruffled leaves. ‘Dark Opal™ is
another deep red. This is a strongly scented plant that is almost
pepper tasting for those who like it spicy!  For small spaces
look toward O. basilicum “Spicy Globe. This is a rounded,
déense, compact annual with small, bright green leaves, great
for containers or edging.

In any case grow your basil in light, well-drained soil that is
slightly acidic to slightly alkaline in a warm, sheltered site in
full sun. Keep it well-watered during dry spells in summer, and
pinch out the growing tips as plants reach about 6-inches to
promote a bushy habit. Removing the flower spikes as they
appear will prolong leaf production. Basil will grow indoors
and in greenhouses as well but, a temperature of 50-59°F is
required for good growth.

Another great place to plant basil is in the vegetable bed.
Destructive insects often locate their food by smell. Many plants,
especially culinary herbs, produce strong scents which may
confuse insect pests looking for a host to feed on. Garden veg-
etable plants such as garlic, onions, chives, and herbs such as ;
catnip, horehound, wormwood, basil. tansy, and mints all pro- |
duce scents which seem to repel insects or mask the scents which

attract insects. A certain level of insect protection can be
achieved by carefully interplanting some of these as compan-
ions to vegetables. - ~

Try some combinations that folklore says are effective com-
panions like basil planted dmong tomatoes may repel tomato
hornworms; Chives could be planted at the base of roses (o re-
pel aphids; and tomatoes planted among asparagus may repel
asparagus beetles. Since scientists have not spent much time
looking at these relationships among plants and their commu-
nity we don’t have hard facts for these but it never hurts to try!

Basil on the table has many different options as well! Try
adding. fresh basil leaves to your leaf salad, or layering them
with sliced tomatoes and mozzarella (drizzle that with your fa-
vorite Italian dressing for a fantastic salad.) I add sprigs of
fresh basil to my flower arrangements, they add an additional
spicy scent to the bouquet! And don't forget pesto and drying
options! Whichever way you cut it, basil is an all around great !

plant for the garden!
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Basil - a great companion ih_ the garden and on the table

By Rochelie Smith
For The Journal-Register

I have a bunch of basil stems and leaves on
my desk; the scent is fabulous. This bunch was
a gift from a fellow basil admirer; she had more
than she could use so shared this spicy scented
bunch with me. It won’t go to waste ... basil is
one of my most favorite of all herbs because
it’s such a great companijon to both the garden
and the table. :

The basil that we know best, Ocimum basili-
cum, is one of about 65 species of highly aro-
matic annuals and evergreen perennials and
shrubs. The leaves hold both the flavor and
scent and are best when added to hot dishes at
the end of the cooking period since the flavor
is volatile and will “boil off.” It is considered an
herb because the leaves are used, not the seeds
(using the seeds would make it a spice).

In the garden basil has many uses. It is quite
acceptable to use food plants in your ornamen-
tal garden. Since basil has such variety of col-
ors and textures available in addition to scent
it is a natural. The traditional green leafed,
sweet basil is a great edger especially id you
pinch it back regularly to keep a bushy habit.
O. basilicumn ‘Red Rubin’ is an upright, bushy
well-branched annual that holds scented, oval
purple-black leaves with a crinkled edge. How

better to add color to the garden than with

colored leaves? When placed near the garden
path where it will be brushed against this plant
will add scent to your garden as well as color.
O. basilicun ‘Cinnamon’ has bright green
leaves in the traditional shape but the
cinnamon-clove scent of the leaves is a nice
change. In addition, it has rose-pink flowers.
But, since we don’t like to let our basil flower
(it tends to get quite leggy once it starts to
flower) you may not see these. O. basilicum
‘Green Ruffles’ lives up to its name with
bright, almost lime-green ruffled leaves. ‘Dark
Opal’ is another deep red. This is a strongly
scented plant that is almost pepper tasting for
those who like it spicy. For small spaces look
toward O. basilicum ‘Spicy Globe. This is a
rounded, dense compact annual with smiall,

bright green leaves great for containers or
edging.

In any case grow your basil in light, Well— :
drained soil that is slightly acidic to slightly
alkaline in a warm, sheltered site in full sun:
Keep it well watered during dry spells in sum-
mer, and pinch out the growing tips as plants
reach about six inches to promote a bushy hab-
it. Removing the flower spikes as they appear
will prolong leaf production. Basil will grow
indoors and in greenhouses, as well but, a tem-
perature of 50-59 is required for good growth. -

Another great place to plant basil is in the
vegetable bed. Destructive insects often locate

‘their food by smell. Many plants, especially

culinary herbs, produce strong scents which
may confuse insect pests looking for a host to
feed on. Garden vegetable plants such as garlic,
onions, chives and herbs such as catnip, hore-
hound, wormwood, basil, tansy and mints all
produce scents which seem to repel insects or

. mask the scents which attract insects. A cer-

tain level of insect protection can be achieved
by carefully interplanting some of these as
companions to vegetables.

Try some combinations that folklore says
are effective companions like basil planted
among tomatoes may repel tomato horn:
worms. Chives could be planted at the base of
roses to repel aphids and tomatoes planted
among asparagus may repel asparagus beetles,
Since scientists have not spent much time
looking at these relatldnshlps among plants
and their community we don’t have hard facts
for these but it never hurts to try. :

Basil on the table has many different optlonq
as well. Try adding fresh basil leaves to your
leaf salad, or layering them with sliced toma-
toes and mozzarella (drizzle that with your
favorite Italian dressing for a fantastic salad). I
add sprigs of fresh basil to my flower arrange-
ments. They add an additional spicy scent to
the bouquet. And don’t forget pesto and drying
options. Whichever way you cut it, basil is an
all around great plant for the garden.

Rochelle Smith is an extension educator with
the Orleans County Cornell Cooperauve Exten-
sion.
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Horse group saddles kids with learning

By Virginia Kropf
Daily News Staff Writer

LBION — If Orleans County has one

of the best horse programs around, it

could be because of the Horse Pro-
gram Development Committee.

“We have a really committed horse group,”
said Orleans County Cornell Cooperative
Extension’s director, Deb Roberts.

Linda Reville and Dona Scharping of Lyn-
donville lead the group, which meets the first
Monday of each month at Cooperative Exten-
sion, 20 South Main St.

“Through Cooperative Extension, this pro-
gram educates and gives kids an opportunity to
experience the many facets of the equine,”

_ Scharping said.

Among other things, the youths learn public
presentation, physical riding and showman-
ship, Roberts Rules of Order and horse judg-
ing. They also get to participate in hippology
competitions and a Horse Bowl with other
counties.

HPDC plans its horse program for a year in
advance.

An annual open horse show the second Sun-
day in June is a major fund-raiser for the group,
Scharping said. Last year, members earned
enough money to build the warmup arena at the
fairgrounds. Two years ago, they funded a
bleacher cover. Next year’s project is to scrape
and remove the sod in the warmup arena and
add sand to provide safe footing for the horses.

In the future, the group hopes to raise money
for a timer system for games and a bulletin

board to post events, classes, etc.

Scharping has been involved with horses
since she was a little girl, growing up on a
farm in Holley. She has been a 4-H leader for
five years and HPDC leader going on three
years.

“I felt I learned a lot from the Orleans Coun-
ty 4-H program and I wanted to give some-
thing back,” she said. “I already had a love of
horses, but this program gave me the opportu-
nity to better myself and progress in the horse
industry.”

Scharping breeds and trains horses and gives
riding lessons at her farm on Route 18,
Lakewind Equine Center.

The other HPDC leaders also have a long
involvement with horses. President Reville
owns a hunter/jumper and is very committed
to the program, Scharping said.

Vice President Sue DePalma shows quarter
horses and is the parent of several 4-H’ers.

Eileen Voak of Medina, treasurer, owns and
shows quarter horses and now her daughter
Lindsey, 11, is doing it also.

Secretary Bruce Heard and his wife Dorothy
of Waterport own quarterhorses and are the
parents of 4-H’ers. Dorothy is a 4-H leader
with Scharping.

“HPDC is made up of interested and con-
cerned parents who want to see the horse pro-
gram progress,” Scharping said. “They want to
help youth participate in as many equine
events as possible.”

Any interested person is welcome to attend
any of the meetings or events, Scharping said.

HORSE CLUBDISPLAY Dona Scharplng and Horse Club members set up a display
during last month’s Orleans County Fair. With her are Reed Heidemann, 13, of
Kendall; Katie Schlehuber, 12, of Kendall; and Carly Wells, 12, of Medlna
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