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The 205th Jefferson County Fair is July 12-17, 2022 at the 
Watertown Fairgrounds on Coffeen Street in Watertown, New 
York. We have the distinct honor to be involved in the longest 
continuous operating county fair in the USA. It is a privilege to 
know that Jefferson County 4-H played a pivotal role in this 
remarkable achievement. In 2020, when our country faced the 
COVID-19 pandemic and so many activities, events, and 
businesses closed and were not active, our 4-H team wanted 
something that felt sort of “normal” for our youth in the 
summer. We decided to hold a full virtual 4-H Youth County 
Fair. We knew participation would be smaller, but we decided we would offer as much of the 4-H County Fair 
experience as we possibly could virtually. And with the help of the Jefferson County Agricultural Society and 
our 4-H volunteers and families, we did it! We learned that together and with positive attitudes we could 
surpass the challenges and obstacles.  

Was it perfect?  No.  

Was it without obstacles?  No.  

Was it smaller than it would have been if in person?  Yes.  

Did we learn a lot?  Yes.  

Did it provide a positive youth development experience?  Yes. 

2021 proved too to be a smaller 4-H County Fair and there were a few COVID-19 pandemic procedures to 
follow to maintain safety protocols, but it was in-person! 4-H youth were able to fully participate in all that a 
4-H County Fair had to offer. We did not even know we would be able to have an in-person fair until the 
decision came from NYS. We had less than 45 days to prepare. Once again with the help of everyone and the 
positive attitudes and humor sprinkled in, we did it together!  

 Was it perfect?  No. 

 Was it without obstacles?  No. 

 Was it smaller than it would have been from previous in-person fairs?  Yes. 

 Did we learn a lot?  Yes. 

 Did it provide a positive youth development experience?  Yes. 

Fast forward to 2022. We began preparations for the 4-H County Fair in January 2022 – with our 4-H Animal 
Science Programs - Dairy, Livestock, Peeps & Squeaks, and the Dog program. 4-H Clubs are starting to meet 
again and to work on projects. This feels “normal”, and it feels like positive youth development – the whole 
entire package! 

4-H County Fair is a safe place to exhibit local hobbies and talents. This is one of the most recognizable 
elements of 4-H. Fair is a culmination of many weeks, months, and in many cases a culmination of a year’s 
worth of learning, creating, discovering, and mentoring through multiple 4-H experiences. County fair is not 
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just a one-week experience for our youth but represents the totality of all the hands-on learning experiences 
that take place along the way. An example is photography. A youth starts taking pictures, learning about 
lighting, back drops, framing, matting, and much more over the years. Perhaps this youth starts entering their 
photos in county fair as a 6–8 year-old 4-H Cloverbud. As the youth grows, so does their passion, developing 
into a startling talent when, as a 12-year-old, their photography goes to the State Fair and that youth brings 
home a blue ribbon! Facing the best of the best across the state.  

Are these types of experiences important to youth development? Is it important to teach someone to take 
good photographs, or how to raise an animal? Positive youth development research demonstrates that 
engaging with a caring adult (mentor), learning life skills, having purpose, and engaging in the world around 
us is exactly what is needed to prepare our youth for the future. This is exactly what positive youth 
development is! 

This year when you visit the Jefferson County 4-H Fair look a little more closely at what the projects and the 
animal shows are all about. Think about what they mean and the path the youth took to be able to showcase 
what they are learning. Maybe you too will begin to visualize the extraordinary Jefferson County youth and 
their talents. Jefferson County 4-H is lucky enough to see it every day!  

https://www.facebook.com/ccejefferson/
https://www.instagram.com/cce_jefferson/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSt2HmdzWnSyAqmWRF7TOVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-jefferson-county/

