
 

 
 

Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board 
September 10, 2020 Meeting @ 7:30PM 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Sullivan County 
64 Ferndale-Loomis Road, Liberty, NY 

 
Present: Robert Kaplan, Willie Hughson, Erika Malmgreen, Dr. Joe 
D’Abraccio, Freda Eisenburg, Dan Brey, Colleen Monaghan, Chris 
Knapp, John Gorzynski, Melinda Meddaugh 
 

1. Welcome, Call to Order Call to order at 7:37 p.m. by Robert Kaplan  
a. Announcement by Chair: Face covers and shields are required, and social 

distanced rules read to all board members and staff present.  

 
2. Correspondence: NYS Ag and Markets, update on 305-a review for two Sullivan 

County farms.  
 

3. 2020 Agricultural District 30 Day Window Review of Applications (Maps and 
applications included in the packet) 

 
a. Melinda presented the applications for the 2020 30-Day window. The 

County received a total of 7 applications. Maps and photos were created 
for all properties and reviewed by the Board. Based on precedent set in 
recent years, the Board looks for viable agricultural land and infrastructure, 
proximity and adjacency to other viable agricultural land located in the 
Agriculture District, the extent to which the property is an integral part of 
an existing agricultural operation and the zoning regulations for the 
property. The town supervisors were also notified about each landowner’s 
request to be included in an Agricultural District. Melinda, Erika and Robert 
visited the different properties on August 21st, September 3rd and 
September 8th.  

b. Applications Reviewed: 
i. Daniel Senter (Fallsburg) - He currently owns an adjacent parcel 

located in an Agricultural District, which the board recommended in 
2017. He has recently purchased a new 26-acre piece parcel, across 
the street. This parcel is adjacent to another agricultural district 



 
parcel. He maintains an apiary, produces honey, and is interested in 
growing garlic on this new parcel.  He currently conducts some agri-
tourism. Agriculture is permitted in his zoning district.  

1. Motion to be included in Ag. District made by Dan, and 
seconded by Freda. All in favor. Motion passed.  

ii. LaBella Poultry (Liberty) (2 maps) – A large poultry farm with 
parcels already located in an agricultural district. The 19.3 acre 
parcel is used to grow corn and is part of the overall farm operation. 
They also submitted an application for a .52 parcel that is entirely 
residential and not used for the farm operation.  

1. 1st Parcel .52 acres – A motion was made to not include this 
property into the Ag. District by Dan and seconded by Joe; 
All in Favor, so moved.  

2. 2nd Parcel 19.3 acres – A motion was made to include the 
parcel in the Ag District by Willie and seconded by John; All 
in favor, so moved. Agriculture is permitted in this zoning 
district.  

iii. Ambika Conroy (Mamakating) – Ambika previously applied for an 
ag district in 2018, but was not accepted. The property is 102 acres 
and is a diversified farm operation. She raises Angora Rabbits and 
makes Angora Fur clothing and accessories. Since 2018 she has 
increased her operation to include additional infrastructure, 
chickens and pigs. She is in the process of applying for ag 
assessment. Agriculture is permitted in her zoning district.  

1. A motion was made by John and second by Erika to include 
the parcel in the Ag District; All in Favor, so moved.  

2. *See attachment to Meeting Minutes for update on 
Recommendation of this parcel.  

iv. Nathan and Marline Allanach (Mamakating) A 5 acre livestock farm 
started in 2019. He currently raises heritage breed pig, with 11 
feeders and plans to expand up to 40 if he is able to secure adjacent 
land for leasing. Has a business plan and is participating in the 
Veteran’s Farmers Association. He is currently selling direct to 
retailer through his on site farm store and at another farm’s farm 
store. Agriculture is permitted in this zoning district.  

1. Discussion was had on the acreage based off zoning and 
livestock density. The board said the zoning was 7 acres and 
it did not meet the recommended livestock density 
threshold per Penn State. Melinda was going to look further 
into the zoning and livestock density based off CCE. 

2. **MELINDA CONFIRMED THE ACREAGE IS LARGE ENOUGH 
FOR HIS LIVESTOCK OPERATION 

3. The Board originally recommended to not include the 
property due to acreage, however, after providing them 
with additional information the Board recommended 
inclusion via email on October 1, 2020.  



 
v. Willard and Kimberly Taggart (Rockland) An 18 acres property.  

They sell eggs – quail, turkey and chickens. They have an 11 
cow/calf operation, which they sell for beef.  They do not make 
enough farm income to qualify for ag assessment. This is more of a 
backyard operation rather than a farm operation. There is no 
business plan in place. Agriculture is permitted in this zoning 
district. There are no ag districts adjacent or in close proximity to 
these parcels.  

1. A motion was made to not include this property into an ag 
district by Dr. Joe and seconded by Dan; All in favor, so 
moved.  

vi. Rubin Livestock (Thompson/Forestburgh) – This is a livestock 
operation that has a horse farm operation, beef cows and livestock 
transportation services. They also cut hay. They currently have a 
majority of their farm operation in an ag district. However, they 
have purchased additional parcels for cutting hay which they have 
requested to be added to the ag district. They have 29.91 acres in 
Thompson and a 36.41 acre parcel in Forestburgh.  

1. A motion was made by John and second by Dr. Joe to 
include the parcels in the Ag District; All in Favor, so moved. 

vii. John Lang (Tusten/Highland) A hay operation with parcels already 
located in an ag district, some of which are not adjacent. His 
primary farm operation is in Narrowsburg. The Tusten parcel is 8.6 
acres and contains a barn that will be used for hay storage. There is 
currently hay stored in this barn. The Highland parcel is .24 acres 
and contains a small garage attached to a house that he wants to 
use for hay storage. There is no hay stored in the garage and he has 
code violations with the Town.  

1. 1st Parcel 8.6 acres – A motion was made to include this 
parcel in the Ag District by John and seconded by Willie; All 
in favor, so moved.  

2. 2nd Parcel .24 acres – A motion was made to not include this 
property into the Ag. District by Dan and seconded by Willie; 
All in Favor, so moved. 

 
4. NYS Farmland Preservation grant program: NYSAM Letter of Support Diehl Farm 

The Delaware Highlands Conservancy is currently working with Diehl Homestead 
Farm to potentially apply for the NYS Ag and Markets Dairy Transition Farmland 
Preservation Grant. The Board previously ranked this farm operation as an 
important farm for protection, based off set criteria and the Sullivan County 
Farmland Protection Plan. A motion was made by Dan and seconded by Freda to 
submit a letter of support by the Sullivan County Agriculture and Farmland 
Protection Board for a grant application for a NYS Ag and Markets Farmland 
Preservation Grant on behalf of Diehl Homestead Farm; All in favor, so moved.  

 
 



 
5. Other Business: Discussion of Board Terms: 

a. The Board asked for an update on Board Term status.  
i. Dr. Joe D’Abbraccio’s term is up, but he has only served a 4 year 

term. Melinda is waiting for a response back from the County 
attorney whether or not his position has to be posted, since he has 
not yet exceeded the 8 year term limit. The Board and Dr. Joe 
would like to have him continue to serve on the Board as the Agri-
Business rep.  

ii. Dan Brey and Robert Kaplan’s terms are up at the end of 2020. Both 
positions will have to be noticed since they have served more than 
8 years on the Board. The Board will have to convene a meeting in 
January to review potential board member applications.  

 
6. Meeting adjourn at 8:53 p.m.  




























