
 

 

 
 

Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board 

May 21, 2018 Meeting @ 7:30PM 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Sullivan County 

64 Ferndale-Loomis Road, Liberty, NY 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome, Call to Order 

a. Robert called meeting to order at 7:45pm 

 
2. Approval of November 27, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

a. Motion made by Fred Michel, seconded by Willie Hughson. Motion passed. John Gorzynski 

abstaining, 

 
3. Agricultural District 30 Day Window Review of Applications  

a. Melinda presented the applications for the 2018 30-Day window. The County received a total of 
6 applications. Maps and photos were created for all properties and reviewed by the Board. 
Based on precedent set in recent years, the Board looks for viable agricultural land and 
infrastructure, proximity and adjacency to other viable agricultural land located in the 
Agriculture District, the extent to which the property is an integral part of an existing 
agricultural operation and the zoning regulations for the property. The town supervisors and 
building inspectors were also notified about each landowner’s request to be included in an 
Agricultural District. Melinda, Michelle and Robert visited the properties on May 11th. 
Members received information containing the following: 

 Landowner Applications 

 Aerial Maps 

 Site Visit Photos 
 

b. Applications reviewed:  

i. Conroy, Ambika (Mama Mountain Farm)  MAMAKTING 

1. Raises rabbits for wool, and then makes clothing garments as a value added 

product, but she only has 10 rabbits currently on the property. She has a 

business plan to move forward, and the intent to become commercial by 

increasing to 100 rabbits by next year. She also wants to add angora goats and 

sheep for fiber. The property was a foreclosure so she also has violations from a 

previous landowner, but she is in the process of taking care of these issues. She 



 

 

previously partnered with another landowner to produce rabbits and sheep, 

however, she has now ventured off on her own. Therefore, she has a farm 

business that files a schedule-F. 

2. No motion was made to include the property in the Ag. District. The board 

discussed encouraging the applicant to apply again once more infrastructure 

and proposed agricultural plans were present on the property. 

 

ii. Bruestle, Michael (Sullivan County Brewing Co.) MAMAKATING 

1. Michael is in the preliminary stages of growing hops for his brewery, with the 

intent to increase production and sell hops to other breweries in the county. He 

has the hop poles in the ground and will plant the hops in October of 2018. His 

test plot is currently allowed, but when the farm goes commercial he will need 

a minimum of 10 acres.  

2. No motion was made to include the property in the Ag. District. The board 

discussed encouraging the applicant to apply again once more infrastructure 

and proposed agricultural plans were present on the property. 

 

iii. Johnston (Common Sense Farm) FORESTBURGH 

1. Has livestock including goats, cows, pigs, and poultry. The property was 

purchased through a foreclosure auction. A potential for a commercially 

stocked farm, but sound management practices are not being used.  

2. No motion was made to include the property in the Ag. District. The board 

discussed encouraging the applicant to apply again once more infrastructure 

and proposed agricultural plans were present on the property. 

 

iv. Wood, Harland (Wood Farm) FREMONT 

1. Wilcox Farm leases the farm for hay production. Hay is used for commercial 

purposes. The property owners receives ag assessment and is a commercial 

operation.  

2. Motion to be included in Ag. District made by John, and seconded by Willie. 

Motion passed. 

 

v. Sutherland (Somewhere in Time Farm) LIBERTY 

1. Is a vegetable farm owned by Jon Sutherland, operated by his son. The property 

consists of 117 acres. He recently received  EQIP funding for a high tunnel. HE 

currently has a greenhouse on the property and plans to start a farm stand for 

customers. He receives Ag. Assessment.  

2. Motion to be included in Ag. District made by Freda, and seconded by Michelle. 

Motion Passed. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

vi. Toohey, Christie NEVERSINK 

1. The farm is adjacent to Neversink Farm, which is already in the Ag. District. They 

want to plant apple trees for personal use, with  no intent to use the property 

for commercial agriculture. At this point it is not a farm.  

2. No motion was made to include property in agriculture district, so the property 

will not be included. 

4. Other Business 

a. Public hearing is on July 19th, and full legislative vote will be on August 16th.  

b. Reviewed Yasger Campground, and they have implemented the board recommendations.  

c. Freda discussed with the Board that the County has $100,000 in revolving loan program income 

that must be spent. The board is encouraged to provide input on how to spend the money for 

agriculture.  

5. Adjourn 

a. Motion to adjourn by Fred Michel and seconded by Michelle, so moved. 


