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Bumblebees are large yellow and black insects in the genus Bombus with a noticeable buzz.  

Their colonies of 50 – 500 like cozy living. They nest in cavities like dead trees and unused bird 
nests but prefer abandoned rodent holes because they are warm and already lined with fur. 

Bumblebees are very effective pollinators. A fuzzy covering enables them to begin 
harvesting in early spring and continue into late fall. As they buzz,  their hairs vibrate 
and spread more pollen. They leave a scent on each flower they pollinate as 
a message to other bumblebees that the flower has already been visited. 

Bumblebees are generalists, harvesting from many flowers at the same time and for this 
reason, are one of the best pollinators for wildflowers and agriculture. 

Fun facts about Bumblebees: 

 They only live one year.
 Since the colony doesn’t live through the winter, they don’t have to store honey like 

honeybees.
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 New queens are hatched in the fall and survive underground over the winter to start a 
new colony in the spring.

 They are the only native bees in North America to live in social groups.
 Bumblebees harvest nectar for carbohydrates and pollen for protein.
 There are 225 species of Bumblebees around the world, 46 in North America and eight 

in NYS.
 Workers fly over a mile from their colony to get food.
 They usually carry 25% of their body weight in pollen and nectar but have been known 

to carry over 70%!
 Their amazing tongues are longer than those of honeybees. This gives them access to 

more nectar. They also taste and smell through their tongues.

Bumblebees are fun to watch and rarely sting unless provoked. Never kill a 
bumblebee as they are important pollinators! 
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