
Meet Your Farmer

B u s h  G a r d e n s

When Loren and Chris Bush started

hobby gardening 13 years ago, little

did they know it would turn into a

much bigger and fruitful business

than they could have ever expected.

What started out as a small garden

to feed only their family, has turned

into a community staple. At first

glance, Bush Gardens may seem like

an ordinary backyard vegetable

patch. However, the closer you look,

VISIT THE FARM STAND:
10371  NYS RT.  26  CARTHAGE,  NY

Offering a  unique
variety of  your  favorite
garden vegetables

you'll find 8 acres of unique, seasonal

offerings to include 12 kinds of

lettuce, 3 kinds of cauliflower, 2 kinds

of kohlrabi, and even Chinese

cabbage. The Bushes are devoted to

offering a variety of truly homegrown

produce that sets them apart from

other vendors on the market. Chris is

most proud of the bell peppers and

thinks the purple cauliflower are the

"coolest." The kids love to get

involved as well; one of their

daughters focuses on sunflowers

while the other has an herb garden

with basil and cilantro.

Vegetables •  Fru i t  •  Herbs 



Like all farmers, they battle daily with weeds and wildlife, but have tried to

combat these with clever tactics such as black tarping and deer "tables"

around their lettuce plots. When it comes to watering, they mostly allow

nature to take its course, and even have experienced flooding of the

gardens depending on the year. 

The Bushes have a community impact. They contribute to the Carthage

Food Pantry to share excess produce and keep in close contact with their

nearby pig and cow farmer to dispose of extra food waste. The Bushes

have also collaborated with CCE and Fidelis on a Fruit and Vegetable

Prescription program, filling $20 prescriptions for fruits and vegetables.

 "There's

nothing like

being able to

say, I grew

this myself."

Gardening was not a new

concept for Loren, who grew

up on farms near Lowville, but

Chris, from Long Island, did not

always see this in the cards.

Over the years, they have

picked up their knowledge

about market gardening in a

variety of ways; through trial

and error, peer farmer

mentors, and even the internet. 



When asked why they love to garden, Chris said, "what else would we do?

There's nothing like being able to say, I grew this myself." The pressure put

on the food system during the pandemic was another drive for the family to

continue their business. A big source of pride is starting all of their produce

from seeds. By growing all of their produce themselves, they know "what's in

it, what's on it."  Looking toward the future, the couple mentioned

downsizing, while also acknowledging the gardening addiction. They dream

of more high tunnels and even holding events on their property.

You can find the Bushes each Wednesday from June to September at the

Watertown Farm and Craft Market. You'll find Chris sharing her favorite

weekly picks while offering up cooking and recipe tips to customers. Close

to Carthage? Check out their farm stand for a variety of vegetables, herbs,

and local fruit. They accept cash, credit, debit, FMNP, and Venmo on site. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and
Individuals with Disabilities and offers equal program and employment opportunities.

Visit Bush Gardens farm stand

and pick up vegetables, herbs, and

local fruit! Look for their stall on

Wednesdays from June to

September at the Watertown

Farm and Craft Market. 

Contact Chris and Loren at:

315-783-6745 


