
Soil Tests For Your Home Garden 

 
HOW TO TAKE A SOIL SAMPLE 

● Start with a soil sample bag (available at the Cooperative Extension Office) or a 

clean ziplock bag. Write in permanent marker on the outside of the bag: your 

name, and a sample name (Ex. “south garden bed”). If you wish to test multiple 

samples, use a different name for each sample and bag separately. 

● Dig a small hole about 6” deep. Scrape some soil from the side of the hole using 

a tool that is free of rust (a spoon works well, but a clean trowel is fine). The soil 

should come from the zone between the surface and 4-6 inches deep - the full 

zone your vegetables will be rooted in. Do not include plants, rocks, worms, or 

roots. Place the soil in the bag. 

● Repeat this from many places in your garden (or future garden), taking a few 

spoonsful from each hole. The more areas you sample, the better (10 is ideal). 

Mix the soil from each hole together in the bag until you have about 2 cups total. 

● Avoid sampling from areas that are not representative of your garden, like a 

compost area, a place where ashes were dumped, or an overly wet corner for 

example. 

● If your sample is wet, let it dry at room temperature on newspaper or a tray for a 

couple of days before sealing it in the bag. Do not heat the sample. 

 

WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR SAMPLE 

• Complete the form to include with your soil test sample(s).  You can download 

and print the FORM from the Dairy One website.   (NOTE: when you visit this 

link, you will see a list of different forms. For testing home garden soils, 

download and print Form H for Home Garden and Lawn.)  

• Include payment with the soil sample(s) and completed form. The standard soil 

nutrient test is $13 which can be paid by check or with credit card.  

• Drop off your sample, form and payment at Wight & Patterson at 8 Miner Street, 

Canton, NY.  Dairy One picks up samples weekly at that location. You can 

choose to have the results emailed or mailed to you.     

If you need help interpreting the results, Master Gardeners at the Growline can help. 

Email SLCGrowline@gmail.com or call 315-379-9192 ext 239. 

https://dairyone.com/services/agronomy-services/soil-analysis/submitting-a-sample/
mailto:SLCGrowline@gmail.com

