
What to do in February 2022 
 

By Kim Kleman, Master Gardener Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County. 

 

Feb. 7 

 

Perennials: Snow is a good insulator for marginally hardy plants in the garden. After it melts, you can cover 

newly frozen bare soil with disease-free plant leaves, stems, or a 2 inch layer of mulch for insulation. Dried 

leaves and stems will also provide shelter for beneficials. Alternatively, plant ground cover in spring. Large 

temperature swings create an ongoing risk of freezing and thawing cycles of soil, and potential damage to 

marginally hardy perennials. You can’t undo damage, of course, but you can prevent more by refreshing the 

ground cover or thin mulch as it decomposes. Avoid walking on frozen plants to prevent injury to inactive 

growing points. 

 

Flowers: Begin to start seeds indoors of slow-growing flowers such as ageratum, begonia, impatiens, petunia 

and salvia. Use a sterile seed starting mix to reduce the chance of disease development.  

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Test stored seeds to see if they’ll sprout. Put ten or so seeds in a paper towel, keeping 

them damp and warm for a week. If fewer than half sprout, buy new seeds. Order as soon as possible: seeds of 

popular varieties sell out quickly. Are you thinking about growing fresh fruit? Grapes and tree fruit generally 

require a lot of maintenance; small fruits may need less. Learn as much as possible about the growing 

requirements of desired types before making a commitment. Contact your local Cooperative Extension for 

advice. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: Want to learn how to correctly hand prune small trees and shrubs? Sign up for the next 

Westchester County Master Gardener virtual Home Garden Lecture “The Art of Pruning.” Details below.  

 

Lawns: Nothing to do here yet, but take a good look around. Are there any areas that have been hard to mow 

where you could try something different this year?  

 

Houseplants: Most indoor plants grow slowly in winter and may not need as much water as when actively 

growing. Increase the time between waterings if needed to prevent wet soil and root rot. When you do water, 

use enough that water escapes from the drainage holes at the bottom of the pot. Remove any excess that collects 

in the saucer. 

 

General: Do you wonder when or how to prune woody plants? Don’t miss this Cornell Cooperative Extension 

of Westchester Home Gardening Lecture: “The Art of Pruning,” Wednesday, Feb. 16, 2022, from 10 to 11 am, 

remote on Zoom. 

Speaker: Ann Perkowski, Master Gardener Volunteer, pruning instructor at the New York Botanical Garden. 

The virtual sessions in this series cost $5. For more information, contact CCE at 914-285-3590 or email  

westchester@cornell.edu Check out the brochure at http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu 

 

Feb. 14 

 

Perennials: Don’t let seed catalogs stack up in the to-read pile, especially if you have your heart set on buying 

certain colors or kinds. Popular varieties sell out quickly. Unsure about how to use beautiful native plants? Save 

the date for the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester virtual Home Gardening Lecture: “Flowering 

Natives in the Landscape.” See below for details. 
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Flowers: Here’s how to make Valentine’s bouquet last longer: Recut stems on an angle underwater, discarding 

any leaves that would be submerged. Use a packet of flower preservative in the water and display the flowers in 

a cool place out of direct sunlight. If the water if it begins to get murky, recut the stems and change it.  

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Start celery, leeks, onion, herbs, and other early season vegetables from seed indoors. 

This will give them a head start before hardening them off and transplanting outside. Follow seed packet 

instructions and growing guide advice from your local Cooperative Extension 

 

Trees and Shrubs: On a nice day, take a walk and try identifying trees by their buds and winter twigs. See a 

copy of the classic “Know Your Trees” booklet (revised in 2002) at 

http://cortland.cce.cornell.edu/resources/know-your-trees  

 

Houseplants: Repot plants that are root bound before they begin growing with gusto again. The diameter of the 

new pot should be only one to two inches larger than the old pot. (Plants don’t do well in containers that are too 

roomy.)  

 

General: How do you turn a grouping of native plants into a beautiful, functional landscape? Attend the Cornell 

Cooperative Extension of Westchester virtual Home Gardening Lecture: “Flowering Natives in the Landscape,” 

Wednesday, Mar. 30, 2022, from 10 to 11 am, remote on Zoom. 

Speaker: Jacqui Bergonzi, Master Gardener Volunteer, member of the Native Plant Center Steering Committee 

and proponent of native plants. The virtual sessions in this series cost $5. For more information, contact CCE at 

914-285-3590 or email  westchester@cornell.edu Check out the brochure at http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu  

 

Feb. 21 

 

Perennials: Make plans now, when it’s least disruptive, to have rock walls, fences and other hardscaping 

repaired. Come spring, you’ll want to be focusing on the flower beds. Take consideration of the emergence of 

early spring bulbs and other ephemerals when possible. Cut back the brown leaves of hellebores before new 

growth and flowers emerge. 

 

Flowers: When seeds you’ve started begin to sprout, give them lots of bright light and cooler conditions within 

a comfortable range so they grow sturdy, not spindly. You can also use a fan set on low to provide a very gentle 

breeze to help your flowers grow strong, though you may need to water more often. Garden centers become 

crazy-busy in early spring. Beat the rush by ordering supplies now, so you can hit the ground running at 

planting time. While you’re at it, pick a dry day to clean up and organize the garden shed. 

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Consider planting flowers and host plants for pollinators and beneficial insects in the 

vegetable garden. Annuals such as cleome, cosmos, gloriosa daisy, lobelia, marigold, pansy, sweet alyssum and 

zinnia look beautiful in the garden and can be rotated with vegetables. Alternatively, you can use ornamental 

vegetables in place of annuals when there is a bare spot in the flower garden. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: Branches of crabapple, flowering cherry, forsythia, pear, pussy willow and quince can be 

cut for forcing indoors.  

 

Houseplants: If you are tempted to discard plants such as dieffenbachia or dracaena that have grown tall and 

leggy, consider cutting them back instead. Leave approximately 4 to 6 inches of stem to encourage new growth. 

You can put similar sized cuttings of leafy plant tops and pieces of the stem (of many tropical plants) in water 

(changed regularly) or moist potting mix to develop roots. Consider using a rooting hormone in potting mix for 

those that are slow to take root. When making pieces, to ensure the correct edge is facing downward, make 

consistent cuts such as an angled bottom with a straight top. Alternatively, lay stem pieces sideways in potting 

the mix with a bit of the top surface uncovered.  
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General: Enjoy the benefits of beautiful native plants in the landscape. Learn how at the Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Westchester virtual Home Gardening Lecture: “Flowering Natives in the Landscape.”  

Wednesday, Mar. 30, 2022, from 10 to 11 am, remote on Zoom. 

Speaker: Jacqui Bergonzi, Master Gardener Volunteer, member of the Native Plant Center Steering Committee 

and proponent of native plants. The virtual sessions in this series cost $5. For more information, contact CCE at 

914-285-3590 or email  westchester@cornell.edu Check out the brochure at http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu  

 

Feb. 28 

 

Perennials: Be on the lookout for white snowdrops (Galanthus spp.) and early flowers of yellow winter aconite 

(Eranthis hyemalis), popping up through the snow. Adding native plants that support pollinators and other 

beneficials in the perennial garden can help vegetable gardens, too. Consider plants that provide a sequence of 

bloom, such as ephemerals like bloodroot, spring beauties, and Virginia bluebells mixed with later flowering 

types such as coral bells, violets, asters, golden Alexander, Joe Pye weed and many more. 

 

Flowers: 4 to 6 inch geranium cuttings may root in water, moist vermiculate or other growing medium that 

provides some air circulation around their stems. Remove leaves from the bottom of the stems (where they 

would be submerged or covered by the medium) and set the cuttings in a warm place with bright, indirect light. 

When roots reach an inch or so in water, or the stems resist a gentle tug in the rooting medium, transplant the 

new plants to small containers in regular potting mix. By late spring, you’ll have plants to harden off and 

transplant outside.  

 

Fruits and Vegetables: Start seeds indoors of early spring vegetables such as broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 

cabbage and cauliflower under bright light. Once the seedlings emerge, they prefer a cool, bright location. 

 

Trees and Shrubs: Walk around the yard to identify dead, damaged or diseased branches for removal. Prune 

healthy plants and stems first. When you’re pruning diseased branches, cut well below the injury and clean the 

tools to remove any residue after each cut. When you’re finished, dry tools and rub them with oil so they don’t 

rust. Finish pruning oaks before early April. Contact an arborist for work on large trees.  

 

Houseplants: Many evergreen houseplants lose their oldest leaves at some point. This may occur when new 

growth begins. Remove older leaves that aren’t normally yellow. You can carefully remove dust on sturdy 

leaves by gently washing with tepid water. Use an extra light touch with a dry, extra soft brush on those with 

hairy leaves or others that could be damaged with more forceful handling. 

 

General: Enjoy the benefits of beautiful native plants in the landscape. Learn how at the Cornell Cooperative 

Extension of Westchester virtual Home Gardening Lecture: “Flowering Natives in the Landscape.”  

Wednesday, Mar. 30, 2022, from 10 to 11 am, remote on Zoom. 

Speaker: Jacqui Bergonzi, Master Gardener Volunteer, member of the Native Plant Center Steering Committee 

and proponent of native plants. The virtual sessions in this series cost $5. For more information, contact CCE at 

914-285-3590 or email  westchester@cornell.edu Check out the brochure at http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu  
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