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A Time for Reflection and Looking Ahead:  
Consider Farmer2Farmer Network 

Michele Kline—CCE Tioga 

While our days begin to grow in length just after the 
holidays, the  thermometer tell us that it will be a while 

before the earth softens enough to 
take seed.  This time of year can 
prove to be fruitful.  Other than 
hours (or days) gathering receipts 
and records for reporting income to 
our state and federal governments, 
there is much we can do to prepare 
for the coming season. 

It is the mission of the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension system to put knowledge to work 
in pursuit of economic vitality, ecological sustainability 
and social well-being. We bring local experience and 
research based solutions together, helping families and 
communities thrive in our rapidly changing world. Each 
month, we at CCE work to put together resources that will 
help our readers to broaden knowledge and deepen 
resources that will increase productivity whether it for 
enjoyment, sustainability, or making a living from the 
land. 

In doing so, Barb, Jabe, and I often consider our many 
connections to agriculture.  We revisit conversations with 
farmers and gardeners who call our office seeking advice.  
I often consider my experiences with my family’s goats 
and pasture poultry enterprise.  I know the  bitter cold as 
we replace frozen water buckets each morning.  We know 
the importance of collecting eggs throughout the day to 
minimize loss when temperatures dip below freezing.  
There are many trials and tribulations of farm life 
particularly this time of year that make us question our 
career choice and lifestyle.   

For us, we farm because we find joy living off of the land, 
in producing our own food, and adding to the local food 
system.  And like many other small farm families, we 
spend much of our time in these frozen winter months 
(when we aren’t braving the windy and snowy walk to the 
barn to check for baby goats) rethinking our business 
goals and objectives.  In the back of my mind, I recall  my 
high school agriculture teacher words, “if you do what 
you have always done, you will only have what you have 
always had.”  We begin by reflecting on the past year—on 
the bottom line.  Then we strategize, plan, research, and 
budget.  We chart our breeding schedule and chick 
ordering plans.  We explore new markets for our goods.  
While we’re a very small enterprise, we find this exercise 
a necessity.   

As an industry, it makes 
sense that agriculture—
big and small—begins 
to consider its mission.  
Chemung and Tioga 
Counties are blessed 
with open space.  We 
have a major interstate 
and rail that connects 
many of our 
communities to major 
metropolitan areas with 
very populations who 
desire products we 
grow. Perhaps more 
importantly, we have 
abundant water.  

Many in our region had 
high hopes for the 
opening of natural gas 
extraction and 
expansion of racing and 
wagering as an 
economic boost.  Perhaps our greatest opportunity is to 
develop markets for our rural nature, open space, and 
ready access to transportation. 

Agriculture locally and abroad is a varied industry.  
Working with cows is different than working with goats 
or chickens.  Growing field crops is not the same as 
raising salad greens in a high tunnel.  As different as 
every enterprise is from another, the men and women in 
our region farm by choice.  They do it because they 
choose to—they do it because our growing population 
must eat.   Collectively, (according to the Office of 

the State Comptroller in March 2010) agriculture is 
among New York’s largest and most vital industries, 
encompassing 25 percent of the State’s landscape and 
directly generating more than $4.5 billion for the State’s 
economy each year. In 2007, the income generated 
directly by farms, combined with income generated by 
agricultural support  industries and by industries that 
process agricultural products, totaled $31.2 billion.  Tioga 
and Chemung Counties are contributors to these statistics 
and I believe there is tremendous opportunity for growth. 

Please join in the discussion about the value of agriculture  
in our region and how we can capitalize on our assets.   

Please join us as we host our first Farmer2Farmer Pot 
Luck Dinner on Wednesday, January 21st from 6:30 - 
8:30 p.m. in the CCE Conference Room at 56 Main Street 
in Owego. 
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Workshops by CCE Tioga and Chemung 

January 13:  Using Color Theory in the Garden 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.   Have you ever wanted to learn more about how 
garden designers use color theory to great effect in their gardens?  In this workshop, you will be introduced to basic 
color theory and learn many color tips that you can use in your own garden.  Color theory is especially useful when 
planting containers.  CCE Tioga, 56 Main Street, Owego, NY  ($5 per person, free for Master Gardeners) 

 

January 22:  Attracting Solitary Bees and Butter flies to your  Garden  6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. Learn how to attract these 
hard-working pollinators to your garden.  Mason bees have a fascinating life cycle and are easy to attract to your farm 
or garden.  Presented by Barb Neal, Community Horticulture Educator Location:  CCE Chemung, 425 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Elmira, NY 

 

January 24:  Garden Design Using Native Plants  9 a.m. - 12 noon   This workshop will introduce basic garden de-
sign techniques of mass/void, line, texture and the like, and then show how you can incorporate native plants into a 
more formalized garden design.  Bring a plan of your property and we will work together to design beautiful gardens.  
For information on how to easily make a plan of your property, contact Barb Neal at CCE Tioga (607) 687-4020. ($10 
per person, $5 for Master Gardeners) 

 

January 28:  Attracting Birds to your Garden  6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.  Bring motion and life to your garden by creating a 
bird-friendly landscape.  Learn simple techniques and features to add to your garden that will bring songbirds galore to 
your yard.   CCE Tioga, 56 Main Street, Owego, NY ($5 per person, free for Master Gardeners)  

 

January 29:  YardWorks, a Landscape Design Opportunity and Be Green Organic Yards New York & Child 
Safe Playing Field Act  Webinar 4:30 - 7:15 p.m. with Josh Cerra, Assistant Professor Cornell University Landscape 
Architecture and with Martin Williams, Department of Environmental Conservation, Pesticide Compliance Section in 
Albany and Walt Nelson, Horticulture Program Leader Cornell Cooperative Extension, Monroe County.  A webinar 
hosted by CCE Tioga,  CCE Tioga Offices, 56 Main Street, Owego, NY.  There is no cost for the webinar viewing. 
DEC credits will be available for attending this webinar. 

 

 February 10:  Permaculture Techniques for the Home Landscape  6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.  Permaculture is a system of 
organizing your garden or farm to create a mini ecological system.  Some of the tenets of permaculture include edible 
landscaping, water harvesting and energy efficiency.  This class will introduce the principles and ethics of permacul-
ture and discuss ways you can incorporate permaculture systems into your home landscape.  An emphasis will be on 
how to incorporate permaculture techniques into a traditional looking suburban landscape.  CCE Tioga, 56 Main 
Street, Owego ($5 per person, free for Master Gardeners) 

NYS DEC Announces Development of the Newfield Unit Management Plan 
Public Comments Accepted From December 8 through January 8  

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) announced the start of the planning process 
for the Newfield Unit Management Plan (UMP).  The public is invited to share its ideas about plan development dur-
ing the scoping period which runs from December 8, 2014 to January 8, 2015. To accommodate the various stakehold-
ers, this can be done in a number of ways including: (1) Visit the DEC Region 7 sub-office at 1285 Fisher Avenue, 
Cortland, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on one of the following Mondays (December 15, December 22, December 29, 2014 
or January 5, 2015). DEC Forestry staff will be available on an informal basis to meet and receive comments or ideas 
for the draft Unit Management Plan development.   (2) Mail your written comments/ideas by January 8, 2015 for the 
draft UMP development to: NYS DEC; Division of Lands and Forests; 1285 Fisher Avenue; Cortland, NY 13045 (3) 
Email your comments/ideas by January 8, 2015 to: Info.R7@dec.ny.gov. (4) Call Senior Forester Matt Swayze at 
(607) 753-3095 ext. 220 to leave your comments. Additional information on Newfield State Forest is available on the 
DEC website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64153.html and further information on Cliffside State Forest is available 
at http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64162.html. 

mailto:Info.R7@dec.ny.gov
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64153.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/64162.html
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Master Gardener Volunteer Program Training 

Do you  love gardening?  Would you like to deepen your 
knowledge of growing fruits, vegetables or ornamental plants?  
Consider becoming a Master Gardener.   

Master Gardeners use their knowledge and love of plants to 
improve their community.  They share their knowledge and 
expertise with the general public and help maintain gardens that 
are showpieces in the community.  They help children learn 
about plants and how to grow their own fresh, healthy food.  They learn from one another and continue their gardening 
education with workshops, classes, and field trips. 

For the first time, Master Gardener training will be a blend of online tutorials and hands-on workshops.  In the winter 
months, you will learn about the basics of plant science:  how plants grow and develop, what makes a great soil, and the 
basics of insect and disease management.  It may seem a bit dry, but the more you know about plants, the better 
gardener you will be.  In the spring and summer,  there will be several Saturday morning workshops where you will get 
hands-on training in pruning, plant establishment and propagation, insect and disease management, and more.  You can 
also start working with Master Gardeners to learn and share with them and their projects. 

In the fall, you will be able to choose from an array of gardening topics, from fruit trees to herbs to turf to container 
gardening.  All in all, the training will be about 40-50 hours. 

If you would like to learn more about becoming a Master 
Gardener, please call Barb Neal at CCE Tioga at (607) 
687-4020 for more information.  Note:  If you do not have 
a good internet connection, you can come into our CCE 
offices and do the tutorials there. 

Testimonials from Master Gardener Volunteers: 

"As a Master Gardener I continue to learn about 
responsible gardening and enjoy the opportunity to help the 
residents of Tioga County who have gardening questions. " 

"Master Gardeners may not know everything, but we are 
whizzes at looking things up!" 

"The Master Gardeners provide a beautiful area around the 
County Office Building that draws interest from the citizens 
of Tioga county and allows us to pass on knowledge." 

"The Master Gardeners program has helped me learn more 
about how to care for plants in my yard and also help 
Community Gardeners grow more vegetables and herbs." 

Pasture Management Resources 

from K. Hoffman,  NYGC Grazette 

What’s growing in your pasture?  If you have ever wondered what some of the plants are that can be found in your 
pastures, there are some great resource books that can help you identify them. For most of the cool season grasses, a 
good pocket guide is “Identifying Pasture Grasses” from the University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension.   It has 
good photos of most of the seed heads you’ll see, as well as some simple descriptions of other plant characteristics to 
look for.  The guide can be ordered through www.uwex.edu/ces/pubs or downloaded for free.  They also have other use-
ful publications, so spend some time browsing while you’re there. There can be many different types of forbs and weeds 
in your pastures as well.   

The book “Weeds of the Northeast” from Cornell University is very comprehensive with many more plants included, 
and also has good photos as well as much more detail on the various plants you might find.   It is available to order 
through most major on-line book retailers. 

Lastly, “Identification & Adaptation – Common Grasses, Legumes & Non-leguminous Forbs of the Eastern United 
States” is available from Virginia Tech and has a lot of information on the uses and potential problems with each species 
in pastures and hayfields.  An order form for this book is available here:  http://www.cses.vt.edu/extension/extension-
items/abaye-book-order-form.pdf   There are a number of other great resource books available on the internet, so this is 
not an endorsement of any particular book or guide, just a place to help you get started.  

http://www.uwex.edu/ces/pubs
http://www.cses.vt.edu/extension/extension-items/abaye-book-order-form.pdf
http://www.cses.vt.edu/extension/extension-items/abaye-book-order-form.pdf
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The Economics of Local Meat Processing  
By Lauren Gwin and Kathryn Quanbeck, Director and Program Manager of the Niche Meat Processor Assistance Network—
Reprinted with permission 

In recent years, there has been significant interest in building 
new meat processing facilities to serve local farmers and 
ranchers as consumer demand grows for “local,” “organic,” 
“natural,” “grass-fed,” and “humane” meats. Farmers and 
ranchers often point to a lack of slaughter and processing 
facilities as an obstacle in serving these growing markets, and 
significant time and money has been spent trying to crack this 
difficult nut around the country.   

In California alone, the feasibility of building a new 
processing plant has been studied in Mendocino, Sonoma, 
Napa, Lake, Marin, Tuolumne, Inyo, Mono, Del Norte, 
Siskiyou, San Diego, and Calaveras counties. Right now, there 
are two additional studies proposed for the South San 
Francisco Bay and East San Francisco Bay regions.  Yet not one of these studies – including those that concluded a new 
plant would be feasible – has resulted in a new plant. What is going on? 

The primary reason it is so hard to build new processing facilities – at least, facilities that have a chance at being 
economically viable – is that the demand for processing services from local farmers and ranchers is often not sufficient 
to support a new facility, let alone encourage a meat processing entrepreneur to invest the substantial upfront capital 
needed to build one.  

A significant volume of processing (or “throughput”) is required to generate enough revenue to pay operating and fixed 
costs of a small plant and provide enough year-round work to retain skilled meatcutters. And the work can’t just come 

part of the year: processors 
need year-round work to pay 
year-round expenses. 

How much throughput a 
processing plant needs to 
break even (let alone make a 
profit) depends on its costs, 
which depend on the services 
it offers. A wide range of 
custom cuts, portion cutting, 
multi-colored product labels 
with exact weights, the 
thermoform packaging you 
see on grocery store shelves, 
and so on require more 
expensive equipment and 
more experienced employees, 
which means higher operating 
costs.  

We came up with three 
different scales of processing 
plants offering slaughter and 
processing services, and 
ground-truthed them with 
small and mid-sized 
processors across the country: 

Often, when we present these 
tables, the “annual number of 
head for break-even” is seen 

as a goal: “if we have that many animals in our county, we can open a processing facility!”  The value of collecting 
accurate demand data cannot be stressed enough. Assessments of demand for slaughter and processing services are 
often inaccurate in three important ways. First, demand for slaughter and processing services is not the same as demand 
for meat products.  

(Continued on page 5) 

Table 1. Annual Expense/Throughput Models for Three Scales of Processing Plants 

  Very Small Small Regional 

Type of 
Inspection 

Custom-exempt 
(livestock owner’s per-
sonal use only) 

USDA or State “equal 
to,” some custom-
exempt 

USDA 

Services 
(other than 
slaughter/
cut & wrap) 

Limited sausage-
making, smoking, cur-
ing; 

Raw meats packaged in 
butcher paper, frozen 

Sausage-making, 
smoking, curing; 

Most raw meats in 
butcher paper, frozen; 
some vac-pack; v. 
basic scale labeling 

Third-party audits (GMPs, 
animal welfare, certified 
organic); 

Quality Assurance monitor-
ing, testing; sausage-
making, smoking, curing; 
exact-weight retail por-
tions; vacuum- and thermo-
form-packaging; 

complex scale-labeling; 

4 color labels 
# of full-
time em-
ployees 

4 10 60 

Annual ex-
penses 

$231,000 $565,000 $4.5 million 

Annual # of 
head (beef-
equivalent) 
for break-

462 1130 8500 

Excerpted from Tables 3 & 4, pp. 6-7, of Gwin, Thiboumery, Stillman (2013): http://www.ers.usda.gov/
media/1131316/err-150.pdf 

Future grass fed beef at Horstmann Hill Farm; Candor, NY. Photo 
provided by Laura Horstmann  

http://www.ers.usda.gov/media/1131316/err-150.pdf
http://www.ers.usda.gov/media/1131316/err-150.pdf
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Second, there is a big difference between perceived and 
actual demand for these services. Farmers and ranchers 
who already sell branded meat products have actual 
demand for services. Farmers and ranchers who sell live 
animals and do not sell meat but are considering it have 
perceived demand: until they know they have a quality 
product and serious, committed buyers (at a sufficient 
price), they are not able to be counted as reliable demand 
processing services. Cow-calf operators who mostly ship 
calves to feedlots, 4-H kids who raise a few market lambs 
each year, and consumers who buy halves and quarters 
that can be processed at custom-exempt facilities do not 
represent steady, reliable demand for a processing facility.     

Third, demand is only demand at a given price: for 
reasons we explain elsewhere (the ERS report), processing 
on a fee for service basis costs more than commodity 
processing. A processor won’t survive unless farmers and 
ranchers are able to pay what processing costs at a smaller 
scale, especially with the additional services often desired 
such as scale labeling of exact weights, vacuum 
packaging, extensive customization of cuts, boneless cuts, 
and so on. 

And farmers and ranchers can only pay what processing 
really costs, and provide sufficient and steady throughput 
to a processing facility, if they have sufficient and steady 
markets for their meats. These markets must pay enough 
of a premium across the entire carcass, not just for the 
high-end cuts, to cover these costs.  

Finding and keeping these premium markets is extremely 
challenging. In addition, historic highs in commodity 
livestock prices are a serious disincentive to anything but 
selling calves and yearlings for top dollar. Both factors 
increase risk for small processors: while producers can 
fairly easily transition out of the meat business and back 
into the livestock business, a processor with no customers 
is stuck with an expensive facility and a debt load (often 
personally guaranteed).  

We do understand the conundrum: how can you start 

selling meat and establish your markets if you can’t get 
your animals processed? You have to haul livestock to the 
nearest suitable processor, even if it’s hours away, while 
you prove your product and build your market. Hauling is 
a cost for producers, but it need not be shouldered alone: 
producers can contract with livestock hauling services or 
can even share transportation with other producers in the 
same boat (we’ve seen it work).  

Once enough producers in a region have enough 
committed demand for their meat that they can keep a new 
processing facility busy year-round and pay the actual cost 
of processing services, that region may be ready for a new 
facility that can be financially viable in the long run.  

For more information about this issue, please visit our 
website: www.nichemeatprocessing.org.    

(Continued from page 4) 

Tioga County Farmer 2 Farmer Winter Pot Luck Dinner 
 

When:   Wednesday, January 21st from 6:30pm—8:00pm  

Where:   CCE Conference Room at the Ronald E. Dougherty Office Building located 
at 56 Main Street; Owego 

Format: Enjoy a meal and engage in informal discussion with fellow farmers and 
your county extension resource educator. 

Discussion Topic: This month we will discuss CCE’s goals and projects aimed at serving farm-
ers in Tioga County for the coming year. 

RSVP: by email at ms328@cornell.edu or phone at (607) 687-4020 

Next Month: Save the date:  Wednesday, February 25th from 6:30pm—8:00pm 

What is Meat Processing?  

M 
eat processing is all the steps involved in 
turning a live animal into meat for sale.  This 
includes three primary activities:  

Slaughter: stunning, skinning, evisceration, and 
cleaning; end products are carcass halves or quar-
ters, which go into a cooler for immediate chilling. 

“Cut and wrap”: cutting chilled half/quarter carcasses 
to desired end size (primal, subprimal, or retail 
cuts) and packaging as desired (e.g., vacuum-
packed subprimals, “case-ready” retail packages). 

 Value-added processing: gr inding, casing, smoking, 
cooking, drying, and otherwise transforming meat 
and trimmings from the cutting step into sausage, 
ham, bacon, jerky, and other products; includes 
“portion cutting,” cutting subprimals into fixed-
weight steaks, roasts, and other retail cuts. 

http://www.nichemeatprocessing.org
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Poinsettias 

Jabe Warren, CCE Chemung 

It was such a beautiful plant.  Can I keep it for next year? 

This is a question I’m asked quite often.  For most people, 
the answer is “No”.  It simply takes too much time and 
effort and the subsequent years bloom is seldom as nice as 
the first.  If you like a challenge and you’d like to cement 
your green-thumb bragging rights, here’s how to go about 
it. 

Establishing dormancy  After  the Chr istmas season, 
the leaves will begin to fall off.  This is nothing to be 
concerned about.  It’s just the plant going dormant.  As it 
begins to look less attractive, encourage dormancy by 
backing off on the watering.  Then store the now mostly 
nude plant somewhere cool but not cold (at least 60 
degrees).  A closet or cellarway might be a good place to 
accomplish this step. 

Re-growing the plant  Now that the plant has rested, 
we need to restore the plant.  In late March/early April, 
bring the plant out of storage and cut it back to 6 inches.  
Any repotting should also be done now.  Place the plant in 
a sunny window and begin to water normally.  For the best 
shape, you will want to use supplemental lighting.  Few 
home windows will provide sufficient light.  Fertilize at 
least every couple of weeks.  Keep it above 70 degrees.  
This may be tough to do close to the windows in the 
spring as it can still be quite cold outside and the 
temperature near the glass can be significantly lower than 
the thermostat indicates.  During the summer, pinch the 
shoots back to encourage a fuller well-shaped plant.  
Discontinue any pinching after mid-August.  If you put 
your houseplants out for the summer, keep the poinsettia 
out of the worst of the afternoon heat. 

Initiating flowering  This is the tough par t. 

A poinsettias’ flowers are initiated by short days.  It might 
be better for you to think of this as long-nights instead.  
These plants need 15 hours of complete darkness each day 
from the beginning of October on to have colored bracts 
for Christmas.  Any light that interrupts this dark period 
will delay flowering.  This includes; bright street and pole 
lights or flipping the lights on for “just a second”.   

At the end of each 9 hour day, the plant needs to be 
covered by a sealed box or placed in a dark closet and left 
undisturbed until morning.  Furthermore, they should have 
a 7-10 degree difference in temperature between day temp 
(70-80 degrees) and night temperature (65-70 degrees).  
Water and fertilize normally.  This regimen needs to be 
followed each day until December 1st.  Now you can 
discontinue the dark treatments.  The bracts should be 
colored and your plant is ready to enjoy.   

Why Poinsettia? 

Joel Roberts Poinsett was the first United States Am-
bassador to Mexico, appointed by President John 
Quincy Adams in the 1820's. At the time of his ap-
pointment, Mexico was involved in a civil war. Be-
cause of his interest in botany he introduced the Ameri-
can elm into Mexico. During his stay in Mexico he 
wandered the countryside looking for new plant spe-
cies. In 1828 he found a beautiful shrub with large red 
flowers growing next to a road. He took cuttings from 
the plant and brought them back to his greenhouse in 
South Carolina. Even though Poinsett had an outstand-
ing career as a United States Congressman and as an 
ambassador he will always be remembered for intro-
ducing the poinsettia into the United States.  

--taken from the University of Illinois Extension Poinsettia Pages 

Got Sheep?     CCE Tioga is looking for 
donations of fleece to show second grade stu-
dents in the county as part of the annual Agri-
culture Literacy Week, held in March.  This 
year, the focus is on fiber production, and we 
will have a hands-on activity with the children.  
If you have roving you would like to donate, 
please contact Barb Neal at 607-687-4020. 
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It is Seed Catalog Time! 
Barb Neal, CCE Tioga Community Horticulture Educator 

One of my favorite January activities is to sit by the fire and read 
the many seed catalogs I receive in the mail.  Somehow in the 
glow of the fire, every variety seems wonderful and the pictures 
of luscious fruit and vegetables works to get my gardening juices 
going.  As Michael Pollan writes in his book Second Nature, “we 
gardeners have always had trouble heeding Henry Ward Bee-
cher’s nineteenth-century advice, that we not be ‘made wild by 
pompous catalogs from florists and seedsmen.’” 

But what varieties to choose?  Of course, relying on the tried-and-
true is always a good choice, but who doesn’t like to experiment a 
bit?  If you want to branch out from your Celebrity tomatoes and 
Blue Lake Bush Beans, check out the Cornell Vegetable Varieties 
for Gardeners.  The Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners is an open 
source, citizen science project that allows gardeners to share our 
experiences with crops and varieties -- think of it like the Angie’s 
List of the vegetable world.  Once you sign up you can share your 
recent crop variety experiences, or you can peruse the database to 
see how other gardeners fared with a variety you are toying with 
growing this year. 

You can sort by state, soil type, or frost-free season to find the 
highest rated variety of crops ranging from Artichoke to Turnips.  
For example, if you select potatoes, you will find that folks way 
preferred ‘Purple Viking’ over ‘Purple Peruvian’ in taste.  Or that 
some gardeners have enjoyed ‘Jade’ bush beans year after year, 
and ‘White Satin’ carrots look nice against orange carrots, but 
have little flavor.  The only weakness of the Vegetable Varieties 
for Gardeners is that we need more input from you!  Many varie-
ties only have one or two reviews, and the more reviews, the bet-
ter the information.  Consider writing a review of your favorite 
varieties you grew this year, and perhaps choose a newcomer for 
your 2015 garden using the database. 

Cornell Vegetable Varieties for Gardeners:  http://
blogs.cornell.edu/garden/get-activities/signature-projects/veg-varieties/   Click on Share/Review to sign up for the web-
site.  There is also a Vegetable Varieties Investigation section for youths to participate in vegetable variety trials in a 
science-based curriculum.  If internet access is a problem for you, and you would like to use the database or contribute 
variety reviews, stop by the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Chemung or Tioga Counties, and we will be glad to help 
you.  Another resource:  check out the Selected Vegetables for NY S at http://blogs.cornell.edu/horticulture/
files/2011/11/Vegetable-Varieties-list-2015-1ri7lyk.pdf  for a list of recommended disease-resistant varieties. 

Bird Seed Ornaments 
All you need is bird seed (preferably with small sized seed only) and two packets of unflavored gelatin (they come in 
packages of four packets).  Heat  2/3 cup of water and stir in two pack-
ets of the gelatin and stir to dissolve.  When the gelatin is dissolved, 
add 2 cups of bird seed and mix together.  On a cookie sheet lay cookie 
cutters.  You may wish to line the cookie sheet with parchment or wax 
paper.  Begin to fill the cookie cutters.  Add a string or twine loop so 
you can hang the ornament, and then fill the cookie cutter with seed.  
Push down the seed so it is packed full.  That is it!  Wait one day, then 
carefully remove the cookie cutter.  Tip:  Use cookie cutters that are 
rather simple with fewer curves.   Hang the ornaments on your tree and 
watch them disappear as the birds eat the seed. 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/garden/get-activities/signature-projects/veg-varieties/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/garden/get-activities/signature-projects/veg-varieties/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/horticulture/files/2011/11/Vegetable-Varieties-list-2015-1ri7lyk.pdf
http://blogs.cornell.edu/horticulture/files/2011/11/Vegetable-Varieties-list-2015-1ri7lyk.pdf
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News from Farm Bureau 
Farm Bureau - A National Organization with Local Roots 

(adapted from http://www.fb.org/index.php?action=about.history) 
The earliest organizations of farmers began to develop in the late 1800s under a variety 
of names and philosophies, including The Grange, The Farmer's Alliance, The 
Agricultural Wheel, The Ancient Order of Gleaners and the Equity. 

The origin of the Farm Bureau followed a different path and didn't occur until shortly 
after the turn of the century. Farm Bureau grew out of the Extension education 
movement occurring at land grant colleges which were established under the Morrill 
Act of 1862. The Hatch Act of 1887 established agricultural experiment stations. Each 
had provisions for "farmer's institutes” and other forms of off campus education for 
farmers. 

The Extension concept, however, did not take root until the early 1900s, when the agricultural colleges developed 
Extension departments and staff. The devastating boll weevil gave an unexpected boost to the concept of traveling 
professors and field demonstration projects. 

With a financial assist from the Department of Agriculture, Dr. Seaman Knapp took to the road to "teach by doing 
rather than telling.” The field trials were developed to deal with the boll weevil. It had the effect for the first time of 
taking the classroom to the farm. Texas has the distinction of assigning the first "county agent.”  Today, these folks 
are often called “resource educators”. 

In 1911, John Barron, a farm boy who graduated from Cornell University, went to work in Broome County, New 
York. He was the first county agent to serve as a "farm bureau” representative. The Farm Bureau venture was 
financed jointly by USDA, the Binghamton Chamber of Commerce and the Lackawanna Railroad.  

(Continued on page 9) 

News from the Farm Service Agency 

Submitted by:  Colleen Mezzano, Program Technician Tioga/
Chemung County FSA  

Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) 

Farm owners should be visiting their local Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) offices if they want to update their yield history and/or reallocate base acres, the first step before choosing 
which new program (PLC or ARC) best serves their risk management needs. Letters sent this summer enabled farm 
owners and producers to analyze their crop planting history in order to decide whether to keep their base acres or 
reallocate them according to recent plantings.  
The new programs, Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC), are cornerstones of the 
commodity farm safety net programs in the 2014 Farm Bill, legislation that ended direct payments. Both programs 
offer farmers protection when market forces cause substantial drops in crop prices and/or revenues. Producers will 
have through early spring of 2015 to select which program works best for their businesses.  
To help farmers choose between ARC and PLC, USDA helped create online tools that allow farmers to enter 
information about their operation and see projections about what each program will mean for them under possible 
future scenarios. The new tools are now available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

Marketing Assistance Loans  
A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for producers who share in the risk of producing the crop. To be 
eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial interest in the crop from harvest through the earlier of the date 
the loan is repaid or CCC takes title to the commodity.  Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the 
commodity is ineligible for loan — even if the producer regains beneficial interest.  
Commodity loan eligibility also requires compliance with conservation and wetland protection requirements; 
beneficial interest requirements, acreage reporting and ensuring that the commodity meets Commodity Credit 
Corporation minimum grade and quality standards.  The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be 
maintained throughout the term of the loan.    
Take advantage of this low interest (1.125%) Commodity loan to obtain early purchase and cash discounts for next 
years seed and fertilizer.  For information about this or any other FSA program, contact Colleen Mezzano (607) 565-
2106 or visit https://askfsa.custhelp.com/  

News from Partner Organizations 

https://askfsa.custhelp.com/
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Got Turkeys?  Help NYSDEC with Study 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is looking for landowners to help with a large-
scale study of wild turkey movements, survival, and harvest.  In January 2015, DEC will begin the third year of a four-
year study in which wild turkey hens (female turkeys) will be captured and fitted with leg bands.  The objective of the 
banding study is to examine harvest rates, survival rates, and movements of hens.  All work is done by DEC personnel 
on public and private lands from January through March. 

DEC seeks landowners in DEC regions 3 through 9 who would be interested in allowing birds to be trapped on their 
land, as well as alerting project coordinators when they see turkeys on their property.  After turkeys are trapped and 
banded, they will immediately be released at the same location.  Not all locations are suitable for deploying capture 
equipment, so landowners should contact their regional 
project coordinator to discuss the suitability of their 
property. 

DEC would appreciate reports from landowners, hunt-
ers, bird watchers or others about winter turkey flock 
locations anywhere in New York State.  Observations of 
turkey flocks (of even a few birds) during January 
through March can be reported to the project coordina-
tor of your region.  In Chemung County (DEC Region 
8), contact Scott Smith at (607) 766-2165 (ext. 16); 
NYSDEC, Bureau of Wildlife; 7291 Coon Road; Bath, 
NY  14810.  In Tioga County (Region 7), contact Lance 
Clark at (607) 753-3095; NYSDEC, Bureau of Wildlife; 
1285 Fisher Avenue; Cortland, NY  13045.  For more 
information, contact DEC at (518) 402-8886 or by email 
at wildlife@dec.ny.gov (subject line “Turkey Study”) 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/images/wildlife_images/turkeyflock.jpg 

The new function operated as a "bureau” within the chamber of commerce, hence the name for the early organization. 
The Broome County Farm Bureau eventually separated from the chamber and began functioning as an independent 
entity in 1914.  Similar farm organized educational efforts quickly sprang up in Missouri, North Dakota, Vermont, 
Minnesota, Iowa, West Virginia and Illinois. The passage of the Smith Lever Act in 1914, providing added funds for 
education efforts, greatly boosted the effort. 

The local Farm Bureaus served as the organizational network needed to further the Extension education efforts of the 
county agent. It was during a 1916 meeting of state county agent leaders that the designation "county farm bureau” 
was formally adopted. 

The County Farm Bureau since its inception, served a social and educational function. But as the farmers met, they 
realized the broader potential of the new organization to engage in advocacy and that the land grant universities with 
their research arm were better positioned to meet the educational needs of farmers.  So, in 1955 the national 
organization split into two organizations - the Farm Bureau and Cooperative Extension.  In our region, both Tioga and 
Chemung Counties have active Farm Bureau organizations.  For more information, contact Kevin (Cub) Frisbee, 
Tioga President at kfrisbie8@aol.com or Ashur Terwilliger, Chemung President at jx75twig2@gmail.com.  

Today’s Farm Bureau – Working Together with CCE  
Submitted by:  Cub Frisbee, Tioga County Farm Bureau President 
Today’s Farm Bureau continues its policy work and advocacy with local, state and national policy makers.  
Cooperative Extension works provide the education by bringing local experience and research based solutions 
together, helping New York State families and communities (especially agriculture) thrive in our rapidly changing 
world.  Both organizations, Tioga Farm Bureau and Cornell Cooperative Extension Association of Tioga County 
work hand in to solve many of the issues which face agriculture and rural ways of life locally.  We in the Tioga 
County Farm Bureau look forward to working with our local cooperative extension office and others to improve the 
agricultural climate in our county. 

Farm Bureau Membership is open to farmers and supporters of agriculture who are interested in working together to 
accomplish the mission of the New York Farm Bureau. Tioga County residents interested in contact membership liaison, 
Tony Marzolino at tmarzolino@yahoo.com or  President, Kevin (Cub) Frisbee at kfrisbie8@aol.com.  Read more about 
the Farm Bureau Mission, legislative priorities, and grassroots efforts to benefit farmers and rural landowners at http://
www.nyfb.org/.   

(Continued from page 8) 
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Do You Have Emerald Ash 
Borers?   

Samples of the adults, larvae, and 
their damage can be viewed at both 
the Chemung and Tioga CCE offic-
es. 

For more information about identi-
fying EAB, visit the NYS DEC web-
site.  http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/
lands_forests_pdf/eabearlydetect.pdf 

Emerald Ash Borer:  What Landowners Need 
to Know 

Jabe Warren, CCE 
Chemung 

Emerald Ash Borers have 
been in the news now for 
several years.  During that 
time, there have been 
several reports of potential 
damage reported to the 
Chemung CCE 
office.  Thankfully, in all cases, the trees were found to 
have died from other causes and Emerald Ash Borer has 
not been confirmed in Chemung County as of this 
time.  Mark Whitmore, an invasive species expert from 
Cornell University, feels that this is only a matter of time 
and the pest may be here already, simply 
undiscovered.  Tioga County has not been as 
fortunate.  EAB has been found near the Tioga Downs 
racino.  The extent of their spread within the county is 
uncertain.  Experts say that this insect has the potential to 
destroy ash to the extent that chestnut blight has destroyed 
American chestnut resulting in the loss of the over $25 
billion worth of ash each year produced in the eastern 
US.  In NY, ash makes up approx. 7-8% of the tree 
population.  Imagine what the woods would look like with 
those trees removed. 

EAB is a native of Asia where it feeds on local ash 
species.  It was introduced to the US in the 1990’s in 
packaging materials from the Far East.  It was first spotted 
in New York State in 2009 in Cattaraugus County. This 
insect feeds on all species of ash but prefers green and 
black ash to white. Adults emerge anywhere from early 
spring through late summer and lay about 75 individual 
eggs in bark crevices.  The larvae hatch out and feed on 
sapwood eventually girdling the tree.  Damage may not be 
noticeable the first year and may take 2 to 3 years to kill 
the tree.  Girdled trees, in a last ditch effort to save 
themselves will frequently develop shoots from the trunk. 
These epicormic sprouts are an excellent indicator of 
insect activity.  Once these new sprouts reach 1” in 
diameter, they too are preyed upon.  The trees, with their 
reserves now depleted, succumb to the infestation.  On its 
own, the insect can travel about 2 
miles per year.  Humans have proved 
more efficient at moving them 

around.  Early on, the insects were transported primarily in 
nursery stock.  Now there is little market for ash as a 
landscape species.   Many new EAB sites are located 
along major highways, the insects having hitched rides on 
vehicles and dropped off.  

The transportation of firewood is especially dangerous as 
the insects are dropped off in large wooded 
settings.  Currently, NY bans the transport of firewood 
more than 50 miles, unless it is heat treated.  During heat 
treating, core temperatures are raised to 160 degrees F for 
75 minutes to kill any larvae present. Seasoning does not 
kill EAB.  It’s possible for larvae to live in dead trees or 
untreated firewood for 2 years. 

Researchers are actively working on natural ways to cope 
with the insect including parasitic wasps, fungal 
pathogens, and hybridizing American and Asian ash 
species.  As of now, there are no effective biological 
controls available for landowners. 
EAB will also be important in residential settings.  In 
many cities when elm trees were removed due to Dutch 
elm disease they were replaced with mass plantings of 
ash.  Now again, monocultures of street trees are being 
taken out by a single pest.  Ann Arbor, Michigan has faced 
costs over $4 million dollars to remove dead ash. 

Residential trees can be protected by injectable 
insecticides applied by a qualified applicator.  Ask your 
arborist about emamectin treatments.  This compound, 
marketed as TREE-age, has been most effective and can 
provide several years of control.  Imidicloprid, a systemic 
insecticide, has also been used.  This is the same 
chemistry found in Advantage flea medication, Gaucho 
seed treatment, and other ag chemicals.  You may also see 
acephate capsules being marketed as a do-it-yourself 
cure.  Be aware that the active ingredient has been found 
to be not particularly effective.  

If you believe you have found EAB or EAB damaged 
trees please call the CCE office in your county.  

EAB exit hole--notice the D-shape of 
the hole 

Ash with sprouting--photo 
courtesy of University of 
Georgia 

EAB galleries Photo courte-
sy of http://bugwood.org/ 

EAB is a very small borer--Photo 
courtesy of  Univ. of Georgia 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/eabearlydetect.pdf
http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/lands_forests_pdf/eabearlydetect.pdf
http://bugwood.org/
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Commercial Horticulture Industry News 
(as reprinted by American Nurseryman, 12/18/2014) 

If you're a horticulture producer, by now you should have received the 
USDA's 2014 Census of Horticulture form; copies were mailed in mid-
December. It's critical that these forms be completed and returned: Not 
only is it the law, it's the only way to ensure that accurate information is 
obtained and reported. Here's the scoop from the NASS: 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) is conducting the 2014 Census of Horticultural Spe-
cialties to provide a comprehensive picture of the horticultural sector of 
the U.S. economy. It is the only source of detailed production and sales 
data for the U.S. floriculture, nursery and specialty crop industries, including greenhouse food crops. 
'The recent Census of Agriculture quantified the value of nursery and floriculture products alone at more than $14.5 bil-
lion in 2012, showing just how important this part of U.S. agriculture is,' said NASS Administrator Joseph T. Reilly. 
'Additional information supplied in the 2014 Census of Horticulture will be used to help develop new technologies and 
programs to support sustainability and growth within this agriculture sector.' 
In mid-December, NASS will mail the census to approximately 40,000 horticultural operations in the United States that 
grew and sold $10,000 or more of horticultural specialty products, as reported in the 2012 Census of Agriculture. Pro-
ducers are asked to provide information on horticultural activities conducted during 2014, including production of horti-
cultural crops, value of products, square footage used for growing crops, production expenses and more. Growers can 
complete the census securely online at www.agcensus.usda.gov, or return their questionnaire by mail by February 5, 
2015.   
'The opportunity to respond to the Census of Horticulture only comes along once every five years," said Reilly. 
"Participation is important because it's a unique opportunity to help improve production methods, marketing tactics and 
other industry developments over the next several years.' 
Federal law (Title 7, U.S. Code) requires all producers who receive a form to respond and requires NASS to keep all 
individual information confidential. NASS will publish the results in December 2015. For more information about the 
Census of Horticulture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov."   

Blogs and websites that can help your business grow 

Cornell University and the New York State IPM are blogging to help your commercial horticulture business growing.  
Nursery producers may wish to follow the Tree Integrated Pest Management blog:  http://blogs.cornell.edu/treeipm/ .  It 
is a resources for folks who grow trees for nursery sales.  Recent topics include tree diversity in nursery production.  

Greenhouse growers may want to bookmark the IPM page: http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/elements/ghouse.asp as it has 
a self-checklist to document how well you are doing IPM in your greenhouses, and gives suggestions for how to boost 
your IPM "score" .  Winter is a great time to design and start to implement new IPM practices, update your grower re-
sources, and plan for the spring.   

Finally, do you use Twitter?  Consider signing up for NYS IPM Twitter feed:  https://twitter.com/ornamentalipm  and 
get up-to-the minute information from Cornell.  Recent posts are about spruce as Christmas trees, boxwood blight up-
dates and more. 

Team Seeks Your Help to Investigate Ag Resilience to Severe Weather Events 
In response to the increased frequency of severe weather events throughout New York State, a group of 
Cornell faculty along with a graduate student are working on a project investigating the resilience of 
NY farmers to impactful weather events. The goal of this project aims to improve emergency response 
and preparation while lessening the effects of future severe weather events. A central part of this project 
includes understanding how farmers across the state have dealt with these events in the past as well as 
their opinions on improvements that can be made in the future. If you have experienced the effects of 
these weather events firsthand and are interested in participating in a short focus group this winter, we 
would greatly value your input. We are interested in establishing groups of 6-8 producers representing large and small 
farms as well as multiple commodities.  Please contact Trevor Partridge with any questions, concerns, or if you are in-
terested in participating. He can be reached either by email at tfp23@cornell.edu or by phone at (315)558-2815. We 
look forward to working with you to strengthen agricultural communities across New York State.  

http://www.agcensus.usda.gov
http://blogs.cornell.edu/treeipm/
http://www.nysipm.cornell.edu/elements/ghouse.asp
https://twitter.com/ornamentalipm
mailto:tfp23@cornell.edu
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Regional Workshops/Events 
Permaculture Design: Ecosystem Mimicry—January 5 through February 19 through Cornell’s distance learning pro-
gram. Registration closes when limit (25) is reached. Registration fee is $600 and to be paid via credit card at registra-
tion. See registration link at http://hort.cals.cornell.edu/extension-outreach/distance-learning/permaculture-design-
ecosystem-mimicry 

 

Spotted Wing Drosophila—January 14 or March 4.  Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD), threatens the viability of every 
blueberry and fall raspberry grower in the state. Growers of fall raspberries, mid-late season blueberries, and day-
neutral strawberries can learn how to manage SWD at workshops offered by the NYS Berry Growers Association.   For 
SWD workshop details, locations and registration, visit: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/grower/nybga/swdworkshops/
index.html or contact: Penny Heritage, NYS Berry Growers Association, (518) 424-8028, pennyh@nycap.rr.com 

 

Helping farm businesses thrive - January 15 at Groundswell Center , CCE-Tompkins, and Alternatives Federal 
Credit Union team up to offer Farm Business Planning Course for beginning and established farmers Ithaca, 
NY.  Intensive Farm Business Planning Course in the winter of 2015. The class covers all major aspects of the farm 
business start-up process, including assessing your resources; legal and regulatory issues; production planning; market-
ing; financial feasibility, budgets and record keeping; and more. It is also appropriate for established farmers who want 
to improve their business planning and management skills.  For additional information and registration details please 
visit http://www.groundswellcenter.org/index.php option=com_content&view=article&id=133&Itemid=156  

 

NY Farms to NY Plates—January 19 from 8:15-3:30pm- Come hear from those involved in buying from and selling 
to institutions in New York State. Those involved work with institutions as large as New York State down to individual 
schools, hospitals, and nursing homes. Breakout sessions, trade show, and networking time will help you meet and 
build networks with everyone along the institutional food chain from farmers to the largest buyers in the system. http://
nysvga.org/expo/information/ 

 

NOFA-NY's 33rd Annual Organic Farming & Gardening Conference—January 23 through 25, 2015 in Saratoga 
Springs. Visit http://www.nofany.org/events/winter-conference  for more information and to register.  The theme for 
the conference is "Soil: The Root of the Movement," and to highlight the importance of soil we are excited that Wes 
Jackson, founder and President of the Land Institute will be the keynote speaker.  

 

The 7th Annual Winter Green-Up Grazing Conference—January 30 through 31in Latham. Featured speakers will 
include: Neil Dennis, of Sunnybrae Farms, Saskatchewan, Canada and Allan Nation, Editor, Stockman Grass Farmer, 
based in Ridgeland, Mississippi, Thomas Kilcer. Advanced Ag Systems, Kinderhook, NY and Jim and Deborah Taylor 
of Sunny Acres Farm, Athens, NY. Once again this year we will have a Friday evening banquet with local grass-fed 
beef, pork and lamb.  Contact Gale Kohler at 518-765-3500 or gek4@cornell.edu or visit  www.ccealbany.com  

 

Community Design in Ecological Training, Ithaca 2015—January 31 - February 1 (9:30am - 5:00pm) Mondays 
(6:30-9:00pm) February 2, 9, & 23,  March 2, 9, 17, 23 & 30,  April 6 & 13. Permaculture class focused on practical 
design skills with 36 hours of instruction The Finger Lakes Permaculture Institute has rescheduled the Community 
Training in Ecological Design (CTED) class for Winter 2015. Hosted at New Roots Charter School, Ithaca NY. Perma-
culture design mimics the patterns and processes found in nature. Learn strategies for garden and farm-scale systems 
that meet human needs while improving ecological health. Join a learning environment where teachers support students 
to develop design ideas for their own projects. Read more and register at: http://fingerlakespermaculture.org/?p=2644 

 

An Introduction to High Tunnels  - February 9, from 1:00-4:00pm at Good Life Farm in Interlaken. Topics to be cov-
ered include – types of tunnels & construction, bed preparation, crops to grow, managing crops in high tunnels, and pest 
management.  Tour Good Life Farm Tunnels. Instructors include:  Judson Reid – CCE Vegetable Crop Specialist (and 
high tunnel expert); farmers Melissa Madden and Garrett Miller with Good Life Farm and Evangeline Sarat with 
Sweetland Farm. Information on NRCS High Tunnel Grants will be presented by a NRCS representative. Register for 
this workshop via Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County. Call 607-272-2292 or email mr55@cornell.edu. Pre-
registration is required to ensure we have enough space. There is a $5 fee for this class, pay at the door.  

Got Trees? Get More from Your Woodlot. Learn More, Earn More Free programs at the NY FARM SHOW 
February 26-28, 2015 at the State Fairgrounds - Syracuse.  Visit www.nyfoa.org for details, visit: www.timbertax.org. 

 

http://hort.cals.cornell.edu/extension-outreach/distance-learning
http://hort.cals.cornell.edu/extension-outreach/distance-learning
http://hort.cals.cornell.edu/extension-outreach/distance-learning/permaculture-design-ecosystem-mimicry
http://hort.cals.cornell.edu/extension-outreach/distance-learning/permaculture-design-ecosystem-mimicry
http://www.hort.cornell.edu/grower/nybga/swdworkshops/index.html
http://www.hort.cornell.edu/grower/nybga/swdworkshops/index.html
http://www.groundswellcenter.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=133&Itemid=156
http://nysvga.org/expo/information/
http://nysvga.org/expo/information/
http://www.nofany.org/events/winter-conference
mailto:gek4@cornell.edu
http://www.ccealbany.com
http://fingerlakespermaculture.org/?p=2644
mailto:mr55@cornell.edu
http://www.nyfoa.org
http://www.timbertax.org
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2015 Cattlemen's Dinner—January 7, 2015 Registration 5:30pm dinner 6pm.  Guest Speaker Brad Carter, Beef Spe-
cialist, Cargill Animal Nutrition.  Topic:  Benefits of Feeding Right Now Materials.  RSVP by January 3rd to Lilley's 
Tack and Feed, Dryden  607-844-9370. 

 

Get Started in Vegetable Production! Learn how with an online course Jan. 7 – Feb. 11—BF 120: Vegetable Farm-
ing Part 1 is part of the line-up of 12 online courses offered this Fall, Winter and Spring by the Cornell Small Farms Pro-
gram. Learn which courses would be best for you, read about our team of experienced instructors, see answers 
to Frequently Asked Questions, and view the calendar of course offerings for 2014-2015.  New this year: students who 
successfully complete the course requirements are eligible to be considered for a 0% interest crowdfunded loan of up to 
$10,000 through Kiva Zip. The cost is $200, but multiple people from the same farm may participate without paying ex-
tra.  

Online Asian Soybean Aphid Integrated Pest Management on Soybeans Course  PMEP Distance Learning Cen-
ter: Partnership with the Pesticide Management Education Program and New York State Integrated Pest Management. 
This course is to help you learn about integrated pest management for Asian soybean aphid on soybeans. The course will 
focus on correct identification, its lifecycle, how to sample and monitor for the pest, determine economic threshold and 
management practices that can be employed. http://moodle2.cce.cornell.edu/enrol/index.php?id=210  Successful comple-
tion of this module will earn you 1 recertification credit for New York State DEC certified pesticide applicators in cate-
gories 1a, 10, 21, and 23. Several other states in the Northeast have approved pesticide credits for this course.  

The Northeastern IPM Center recently hosted a discussion on the topic of pollinators in a live-streamed web 
event: "Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and Pollinators: What is the appropriate role for IPM on the issue of 
pollinators?" The Northeastern IPM Center  invited speakers from the USDA Agricultur al Research Service, the 
Natural Resources Defense Council, USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture, and the US Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. In the recording, panelists provide an update on current issues surrounding pollinator health. They share 
facts about pollinators and pollinator decline, and give some thought to the role that the integrated pest management 
community, as well as scientific experts, public officials, and citizens, should take to address it. The event took place 
November 12, 2014, as part of the Northeastern IPM Center Advisory Council meeting in the Washington, D.C. area. 
Over 300 people viewed the live-stream event. View the web broadcast recording: http://neipmc.org/go/HsFg 

 

0% Interest Loans for Farmers  The Cornell Small Farms Program is excited to be a Trustee for  Kiva Zip, which 
offers farmers 0% interest loans up to $10,000 that are crowdfunded by a community of over 1 million lenders. Farmers 
currently have a 100% repayment rate on Kiva Zip! Loans from a bank require credit scores, collateral, and financial rec-
ords. Kiva Zip skips all that and relies on endorsement from a Trustee who will vouch for your character and farm plans. 
The Cornell Small Farms Program is willing to consider endorsing students who successfully complete one or more of 
our online courses and demonstrate their competency, planning ability, and how the loan funds would benefit their opera-
tion. Visit our Online Course page to learn more about upcoming courses. Kiva Zip loans can be used for any business 
purpose: hiring farm help, upgrading equipment or fencing, renovating farm space, certifications, farmers market booths, 
a website and marketing presence, etc. 

 

Farm-Based Education Internships Offered in 2014 - Make a difference while building your resume! 
Groundswell's farm-based education programs provide a unique training experience for aspiring educators. This year we 
are offering two full-season Internships in Farm-Based Education. Both of these positions run April - October and re-
quire a commitment of at least 12 hours per month. Each intern will assist with managing one of our educational pro-
grams, and will gain experience in program design and delivery, marketing, and evaluation. A Groundswell Center In-
ternship Certificate and a small stipend will be awarded at the end of the season. If you're interested in applying, send us 
an email. 

 

http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/2014/12/02/get-started-in-vegetable-production-learn-how-with-an-online-course-jan-7-feb-11/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001cAUpU-G-siHGVLyVdMN_fne4ioiO7A57-WZ2pLA7Xm_bOF5LJeThFU04HDb_QNu_hR7A8TcHCdxIhIyNGFR-jbTeifPSQyW89R7NAKD2nRE=
http://moodle2.cce.cornell.edu/enrol/index.php?id=210
http://neipmc.org/go/HsFg
mailto:info@groundswellcenter.org
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Of Interest to Farmers & Gardeners  
 

Win a $250 Visa Gift Card By Taking The Northeast Farming, Commercial Fishing and Forest Products 
Survey The purpose of this survey is to help Farm Credit East understand what is on farmers’ minds 
and their outlook for 2015 and beyond. Anyone engaged in the business of agriculture, commercial fishing or 
forest products within the states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York or Rhode Island is invited to participate. The survey will take about 15 minutes to complete and does not 
require any specific numbers – only your best estimate. Farm Credit East will use responses strictly for statis-
tical purposes and individual results will be kept confidential. We plan to report statistical results on our web-
site and in a public way, but again, all individual responses will remain confidential. The contact information 
provided at the end of this survey will be used only for purposes of contacting the winner of the drawing. At 
the close of the survey, four names will be drawn to each win a $250 Visa gift card. To take the survey: http://
www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1836852/7479b649a3b2  

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is conducting a survey of businesses' export market experience and potential. 
Please spend just a few minutes of your time completing the questionnaire at this link: 
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_6Mdj6plosZdlTAF  Your participation will help set priorities for export 
development for New York State agencies, industry associations, and Cornell Cooperative Extension in the years to 
come. If you have questions or comments about this survey or about CCE's Export Development Project, please con-
tact Jim Manning, Export Development Project Manager at jpm277@cornell.edu or (315) 272-9529. 

 

The American Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Program has launched “Women in Ag,” Online Survey   The 
survey aims to gauge the goals, aspirations, achievements and needs of women in American agriculture in a number 
of different areas. All women who are farmers, ranchers, farm/ranch employees, employed in agricultural businesses, 
pursuing ag-related higher education or supportive of agriculture in other ways are invited to participate in the survey 
at womeninag.fb.org. Respondents must reside in the United States. Farm Bureau membership is not required to par-
ticipate.  Data collected from respondents will be used to gauge trends related to the achievements of women in agri-
culture, including leadership positions, business successes and election to public office. 

 

Watch “Farmland” for free!  During its theatrical debut this year, Farmland was shown in more than 170 theaters 
across the country including Regal Cinemas, Marcus Theatres, Carmike Cinemas, Landmark Theatres, and many key 
independent theaters. It will now be available digitally for the first time.  Many Americans have never stepped foot 
on a farm or ranch or even talked to the people who grow and raise the food we eat, yet are increasingly passionate 
about understanding where their food comes from. Farmland takes the viewer inside the world of farming for a first-
hand glimpse into the lives of six young farmers and ranchers in their twenties. Through the personal stories of these 
farmers and ranchers, viewers learn about their high-risk/high-reward jobs and passion for a way of life that has been 
passed down from generation to generation, yet continues to evolve.  “This is a film for anyone who eats,” says Moll. 
“It’s not what you’d expect. The world of farming is complex and often controversial, but the farmers themselves are 
some of the most hard-working and fascinating people I’ve ever met.”  Farmland was made with the generous sup-
port of the U.S. Farmers & Ranchers Alliance®.  Check out the official trailer for the feature length documentary at 
farmlandfilm.com and be sure to watch Farmland in its entirety on Hulu: http://www.hulu.com/farmland. 

 

Agriculture Mediation Program  Agr icultur al Mediation is a tool for  farmers, agr i-business and others in the agri-
cultural community to talk about difficult subjects and to reach fair and workable solutions without involving outside 
authorities.  Mediation can help people solve problems, avoid escalating conflict, reduce stress and save time and 
money. Mediation is confidential, convenient and held at no cost to the participants.  More than 80% of agricultural 
mediations result in agreements. What can be mediated: Loans or debts, neighbor complaints, small claims, labor 
problems, landlord/tenant, custody and visitation, farm business plan, family farm succession. http://www.cdrc.org/ 

 

The Renewable Heat New York Program promotes the implementation of high efficiency, clean wood burning 
technology. Included are incentives for retiring old wood and pellet stoves, and outdoor wood boilers. Here is a link 
to the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority's web page: http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/
renewableheatny 

(Continued on page 15) 

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1836852/7479b649a3b2
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1836852/7479b649a3b2
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_6Mdj6plosZdlTAF
mailto:jpm277@cornell.edu
http://nyfb.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0zODE4ODI3JnA9MSZ1PTgxOTM4MjIzMiZsaT0yMjkzNjUxNg/index.html
http://www.fooddialogues.com/
http://www.farmlandfilm.com/
http://www.hulu.com/farmland
http://www.cdrc.org/
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/renewableheatny
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/renewableheatny
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Soil Health There is so much happening around soil health across the nation, it is exciting to see! Cornell has add-
ed several new posts to their Cornell Soil Health blog: 

 The National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) invites you to the Soil Health Forum and Conserva-
tion Tour, July 21-22, in Indianapolis, Indiana. This is an excellent opportunity to tour innovator farms and learn 
more about NACD, NRCS, and state soil health outreach efforts! 

 Join the Soil Renaissance! Learn about this multi-organizational open effort, led by Farm Foundation and Samuel 
Roberts Noble Foundation, to initiate the movement and develop a strategic plan for advancing soil health. 

 Cornell Soil Health program in the media. A link to an article by Bruce Knight, former Chief of the NRCS. 

 Registration is open for our Cornell Train-the-Trainer Workshop running from August 12 – 15. This intensive 
workshop focuses on measuring and improving soil health through holistic, adaptive, and data-driven soil manage-
ment. Early bird deadline is July 15th, but note that hotel blocks expire by July 11th so book early! 

The 2013 NY Hybrid Corn Grain Performance Trials results Corn Var iety Testing webpage:   http://
plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/cals/pbg/programs/departmental/corn/index.cfm  2013 NY Hybrid Corn Grain Performance 
Trials pdf: http://plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/cals/pbg/programs/departmental/corn/loader.cfm?csModule=security/

(Continued from page 14) 

Five Unusual Uses for Christmas Trees 

The holidays have come and gone, the presents put away, and the last of the leftovers eaten.  All 
that is left is your Christmas tree.  Many municipalities pick up Christmas trees curbside, but this 
year, consider re-using your natural tree in your garden or farm.  Here are five unusual uses for 
your tree: 

1. As a protective cover for tender perennials  Cut up the boughs and place them over  any 
tender plant.  The boughs will serve to protect the plant from the cold, snow and winds. 

2. As a bird sanctuary and feeder   Birds love to take shelter  in the evergreen boughs of a 
tree.  Since the tree will retain its needles for much, if not all, of the winter, simply place the 
tree outside.  You may want to create a bird feeding station by hanging orange slices, strung 
popcorn or strung cranberries on it.  You could smear peanut butter on some of the boughs 
and sprinkle bird seed on the peanut butter.  Or you could see below for a fun winter activity:  
making bird seed ornaments for your outdoor tree. 

3. As a fish refuge   If you have a stocked pond on your  proper ty, submerge the tr ee to cre-
ate a fish-friendly habitat.  Small fish will congregate around the tree all summer, so fishing is 
easier, f you don't catch the hook on the tree! 

4. As a sachet   Str ip the fr eshest needles from the tree and put in a sachet pouch.  You will 
enjoy that wonderful evergreen scent all winter long.  Sachet pouches should be available at 
craft stores or you could make your own. 

5. As food for goats    Yes!  Goats love to munch on the branches and the needles provide 
much needed nutrients.  Just be sure you have removed all the ornaments and tinsel before 
setting out the tree in the goat pasture. 

Interested in joining 4-H, becoming a leader, or volunteer? 

In Chemung County, contact: 
Bernadette Raupers 
4-H Resource Educator 
Email:  bir2@cornell.edu 
Phone:  (607) 734-4453 
 
In Tioga County, contact: 
Autumn Lavine 
4-H Resource Educator 
Email:  aml84@cornell.edu 
Phone:  (607) 687-4020 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/soilhealth/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/soilhealth/2014/06/27/nacd-soil-health-forum-and-conservation-tour-july-21-22-indianapolis-in/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/soilhealth/2014/06/27/nacd-soil-health-forum-and-conservation-tour-july-21-22-indianapolis-in/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/soilhealth/2014/06/26/join-the-soil-renaissance/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/soilhealth/2014/06/26/cornell-soil-health-program-in-the-media/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/soilhealth/2014/06/25/registration-open-for-train-the-trainer-workshop-aug-12-15/
http://plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/cals/pbg/programs/departmental/corn/index.cfm
http://plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/cals/pbg/programs/departmental/corn/index.cfm
http://plbrgen.cals.cornell.edu/cals/pbg/programs/departmental/corn/loader.cfm?csModule=security/getfile&PageID=1117846
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Do you have questions or comments? 
 

Agriculture in Tioga County:  
Michele Kline 

(607) 687-4020 Ext. 319 
ms328@cornell.edu 

 
Horticulture in Tioga County:   

Barb Neal 
(607) 687-4020 Ext. 304 

ban1@cornell.edu 
 

Agriculture and Horticulture in Chemung County: 
Jabe Warren 

(607) 734-4453 

jew223@cornell.edu 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension in Tioga County provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by calling 607-687-4020 


