
 

 
Do you want to help educate fellow 
gardeners and members of Westchester 
communities about research-based best gardening 
and environmental practices? 
 
If you are a service-minded, life-long learner and 
enthusiastic about sharing science-based best 
practices with others, please contact us for 
additional information on how to become engaged  
as a Master Gardener Volunteer. 
 
The Cornell Cooperative Extension 
educational system enables people  
to improve their lives and communities through 
partnerships that put experience and research 
knowledge to work. 
 
Volunteer with Cornell Cooperative Extension to 
make a difference in Westchester County. 
 
 
Your Local County Contacts: 
Horticulture: 914-285-4640 
westchester@cornell.edu  
 
Amy Albam 
Community Horticulture Educator 
 
Patris Beamon 
Administrative Coordinator 
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3 West Main Street, Suite 112 
Elmsford, NY 10523 
phone: 914-285-4640 
fax: 914-285-4624 
http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ 

 

Cornell University Cooperative Extension  
 

Master Gardener 
Volunteer Program 

A Volunteer  
Program 

for Residents 
of Westchester 

County 

3 West Main Street, Suite 112 
Elmsford, NY 10523 
phone: 914-285-4640 
fax: 914-285-4624 
http://westchester.cce.cornell.edu/ 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator 
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By registering for this program I consent and authorize 
CCEWC permission to use my name, likeness, image, voice 
and/or appearance for inclusion in CCEWC publicity mate-
rials.  I hereby release CCEWC and Cornell University from 

any and all liability, claims or causes of action.  I 
acknowledge that I am 18 years of age or older.  

mailto:aa79@cornell.edu


Who are the Master Gardener Volunteers? 
The Master Gardeners are a select group of 
Westchester resident volunteers trained by Cornell 
Cooperative Extension to meet goals aligned with 
Cooperative Extension’s educational mission. 
Master Gardeners carry out community outreach  
in horticulture and gardening that extends 
research-based education to the communities  
of Westchester County. 
 

We are looking for enthusiastic individuals with  
a basic knowledge and interest in landscape and 
food gardening. Candidates should have an interest 
in teaching others and a flexible schedule 
compatible with our program activities. 
 

Those selected as volunteer trainees attend an 
intensive 75 hour course over a 12 week period 
followed by a 100 hour volunteer commitment  
over the next two years. This training is not a 
certificate program. 
 

As you will discover, there is a wide range  
of activities available to Master Gardener 
Volunteers to combine skills and interests with  
the educational needs of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Westchester County. 
 

How do Master Gardeners volunteer? 
Master Gardeners... 
 Give lectures to garden clubs and community 

groups through a Speakers' Bureau. 
 Organize an annual Home Garden  

Lecture Series and organize garden tours. 
 Design and maintain demonstration gardens  

for the benefit of the public. 
 Restore historic gardens. 
 Staff “Ask a Master Gardener” booths at  

farmer’s markets and community events. 
 Write gardening articles for publication in  

local news, web pages and CCE newsletters. 
 Perform basic site visits for homeowners. 
 Act as mentors and give technical guidance  

to school and community gardening projects. 

The Westchester County Master Gardener Volunteer Program 
Subjects included in the training program: 
 Garden Botany 
 Culture and Maintenance of Herbaceous  

and Woody Plants  
 Garden Design 
 Integrated Pest Management 
 Lawn Care 
 Management of Nuisance Wildlife 
 Native and Invasive Plants and Weeds 
 Plant Pathology and Entomology 
 Pruning 
 Soils, Fertilizers, Composting  

and Organic Gardening. 
 Vegetable Gardening and more! 
 

What you need to know 
 You must complete an application 

and furnish two personal references  
who are not relatives with your application. 

 Personal interviews will be conducted from  
a pool of potentially qualified applicants. 

 Applicants are chosen according to skills  
that align with the current needs of the 
organization.  

 Successful Master Gardener Volunteer  
applicants must agree to undergo a criminal 
background and driver’s license check and sign 
the CCE code of conduct. Your social security 
number will be required for this process. Your 
information will be held in strictest confidence. 

 Although the bulk of the training costs are 
substantially subsidized by CCE, trainees pay  
a nominal fee ($450.00 in 2021) for a manual, 
materials and refreshments. 

 Master Gardener trainings include weekly 
lectures, homework, quizzes, a take-home final 
exam and presentations developed individually 
or by group to be delivered to the public. 
Trainees  are expected to attend all sessions. 

 Following completion of training,  
Master Gardener Volunteer Interns must 
volunteer 100 hours over a two-year period  
to be reappointed as Master Gardeners.  

“Cornell Master Gardener” is a designation that 
expires when the volunteer relationship with 
Cornell Cooperative Extension ends. Master 
Gardeners in good standing may be 
reappointed every two years and the vast 
majority of Master Gardener Trainees remain 
active as Master Gardener Volunteers in our 
program for many years. 
 

Master Gardener trainings are run on an as– 
needed basis, approximately every two years. 
We accept new applications submitted on an 
ongoing basis, but may reserve review and 
decision for a future training session. Early 
applicants receive priority consideration. 
 

Recent Master Gardener trainings have been 
held in the fall from September through early 
December. We partner with Dutchess and 
Putnam County Cooperative Extensions in joint 
sessions held in Putnam County. Orientation 
and trainee presentations are held at our 
Elmsford location: 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Westchester County 
3 West Main Street, Suite 112 
Elmsford, NY 10523 
Horticulture: 914-285-4640 
 

Please contact our office or visit our website for  
an application at westchester.cce.cornell.edu. 
Click on Horticulture and follow the link to the 
Master Gardener page. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact:  
Amy Albam or Patris Beamon at the number above 
or westchester@cornell.edu  
 

mailto:aa79@cornell.edu

