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2022 brings with it both old and new programming for military youth and their families. The funding received 
for these programs is competitive and as such we must put together competitive proposals and compete 
across the Country for the funding. The direction and focus of the funding changes based on the identified 
needs of military families and the amount of funds available.  

Army Outreach and Support Services Program 

From January 1, 2021 – August 31, 2021 we successfully were awarded an Army Outreach and Support 
Services grant. Nationwide there were only five grants awarded. The purpose of the funding was to develop 
and implement a plan to provide professional development to Army Child and Youth Services professionals 
so that they can successfully deliver Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)-focused 
programming through a 4-H Club format that meets a minimum of one hour a week for six weeks. At the 
conclusion of the performance period, if the program proved successful, materials will be created to allow 
for this program to be replicated at garrisons worldwide. Jefferson County’s 4-H Youth Development 
program recently learned their professional development materials proved successful and will be shared 
nationwide through the National 4-H Military Partnership website. 

In New York the professional development opportunities were piloted to Army Child and Youth Services 
professionals at Fort Drum, Fort Hamilton, West Point and the surrounding 4-H professionals in those areas 
of the state – Jefferson County, Orange County and New York City. The R/E/D Group led by Laura Payne 
Bourcy evaluated the overall effectiveness of the professional development trainings. The trainings were 
both virtual and in-person on the military installations. The trainings included an abbreviated breakdown of 
the 4-H 101 and 4-H 201 curricula which provide the foundational building blocks to understanding 4-H. 
Adding to this were several specific STEM curricula such as – 4-H gardening, 4-H sustainable polymers and 4-
H junk drawer robotics. Each installation was provided with a full resource tool kit that included the curricula 
as well as materials and supplies to implement the programming. The eight-month long project benefited 
both 4-H professionals as well as Military Installation Youth and Child Services professionals in their 
combined efforts to provide military youth and their families with educational resources to strengthen their 
life skills and academic/career interests. 

Wounded Warrior and Deployed Soldiers Residential Camp Returns! 

We are excited to be able to offer the opportunity again this summer for more residential camp 
opportunities for Army military youth. 4-H Camp Wabasso will offer a residential camp opportunity to Army 
military youth who have a parent in a deployment cycle and/or wounded parent from their time in military 
service. This opportunity at 4-H Camp Wabasso is July 24, 2022 – July 29, 2022. There is a small nominal fee 
associated with the residential camp opportunity. All details will be forthcoming on February 1, 2022 at 
ccejefferson.org.  

New Air Force military youth Opportunities! 

Everyone thinks of Army when they think of Fort Drum, and that is certainly true and makes perfect sense. 
However, there are approximately 200 Air Force living and working in our local community due to Fort Drum. 
Additionally, there is the Niagara Air Force Military Installation located in Niagara Falls, New York. There are 
lots of Air Force families in New York State. As such, we were awarded a competitive proposal to serve these 
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families. We will start a new 4-H Club just for Air Force military youth ages 8-12 at CCE in January/February – 
more details to follow soon. We will also support family programming on the Fort Drum Military Installation 
for the Air Force by offering 4-H programming. The two units we will support are:  20th Air Support 
Operations Squadron and 18th Combat Weather Station. Additionally, there will be 10 residential camp 
scholarships available for Air Force military youth between the ages of 8 – 16. What is really neat, about this 
opportunity is that youth have a choice to attend one of five NYS 4-H camps, allowing for better accessibility 
based on where they live. 4-H Camps available are: 4-H Camp Wabasso (Redwood, NY), 4-H Camp Overlook 
(Owls Head, NY), 4-H Camp Shankitunk (Delhi, NY), 4-H Camp Dorothy P. Flint (Long Island, NY) and 4-H Camp 
Owahta (McGraw, NY). Lastly, a weeklong day camp for 50 youth ages 8–16 at the Niagara Military 
Installation. Dates and theme are still being worked out. All details will be located at www.ccejefferson.org as 
soon as they are available. 

https://www.facebook.com/ccejefferson/
https://www.instagram.com/cce_jefferson/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSt2HmdzWnSyAqmWRF7TOVA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cornell-cooperative-extension-of-jefferson-county/
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